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PART I. 

Review of the History of Ireland, from the first Invasion of 
the English', in the Tear eleven hundred and seventy. 



CHAP. I, 

BEFORE entering upon a detail of that unhappy struggle 
between the people of Ireland iand Great Britain, which has dis- 
tracted and considerably impaired the population, consequendy 
injured the trade and diminished the Wealth, of the country of 
the former, we shall take a short retrospective view (that we 
may the better understand the nature of our subject) of Its ge- 
neral history from the time of its first invasion by the English 
during the reign of Henry II. in the year one thousand one 
hundred and seventy* to the period more immedwtfely connected 
with the principal object of our consideration* 

Torn by intestine dissentions, divided into a number of weak 
and petty states* and harassed by the incessant invasions of the 
Danes, the people of Ireland, with the exception of a few reli- 
gious devotees, continued later than most other European na- 
tions in a state of barbarian darkness and commotion. No law 
had any weight but that of force ; no tie extended further than 
the limits of the territory possessed by any particular sect or 
clan into which the people were divided; a chieftain distm- 

B 
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guished by strength of body* ferocity of xnanners, or superior 
skill in conducting a predatory band in quest of plunder, was 
the only object of their attachment and admiration. In such a 
state of society, acts of treachery and brutality abounded, which 
were not unfrequendy alleviated by noble instances of magna- 
nimity, benevolence and hospitality; virtues , rarely to be met 
with in civilized life, but nearly peculiar to the ardent temper 
and elevated imagination of the savage* 

Meantime England, consolidated into one great and powerful 
kingdom, under the dominion of William I. commonly called 
the Conqueror, and his successors, advanced rapidly in know- 
ledge, in civilization, and in strength, and began to be sensible 
of her consequence and importance on the theatre of Europe. 
Occupied previous to the reign of Henry H. with repelling the 
resdess inroads of her neighbours the Scots, and attempts to re- 
duce them under her dominion, with defending and enlarging 
her possessions on the Continent^ and with repressing domestic 
animosities^ she began under the administration of that great 
and politic, though not always fortunate prince, to turn her 
attention towards Ireland* The proximity of its situation to 
England) and the fertility of its soil were not overiooked by 
Henry^ who was fully sensible of the vast advantages which 
might accrue to his own kingdom from the conquest of the 
sister island* 

Statesmen, to suit the purposes of their ambition, are seldom 
skt a loss for plausible pretences to justify their undertakings ; 
but, at a time when the popes, taking advantage of the truly 
deplorable state of mental darkness in which mankind were in- 
volved, arrogated to themselves not only supreme authority over 
the spiritual concerns of the church, but the absolute disposal 
of the temporal affairs of the world, the consent of the bishop 
of Rome was deemed by Henry necessary to give a sanctiop to 
his projected enterprise. 

Owing,' however, to the state of aflairs on the Continent, he 
was, for several years, obliged to suspend the execution of his 
plan, though the ambitious prelate, eager to extend the sph^ere 
of his own authority by having the Irish church reduced to a 
complete dl^nd'ance on the see of Rome, issued a buU in the 
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year one thousand one hundred and fifty-six, authorising him 
to take possession of the country. This was presented^o Henry^ 
together with a ring, in token of his being invested with the 
sovereignty of Ireland* 

"While affaira were in this situation, however, Dermod Mac- 

Alurchad, Irish provincial king of the countries of Ossory, 

Decies^ and other territories of Leinster, having seduced and 

carried off the wife of O^Bourke, king of Breffney, while die 

latter was absent on a pilgrimage, the husband called gn Roderic 

OConnor,. king of Connaught, to assist him in punishing the 

Xicinstrian prince* By their united efforts, and the defection (^ 

his own subjects^ who hated him for his t3rranny, Dermod was 

compelled to fly, and to leave his mistress, together with his 

lungdom, at the disposal of hi3 enemies. Instigated by revenge, 

he fled, with rancour in his breast, to Guienne, in South France, 

where Henry then was ; and^ prostrating himself at his feet, 

implored his protection, and his assistance towards regaining 

his dominions ; promising, should he succeed, to hold them ia 

vassalage of the crown of ISngland. 

Henry saw at once the benefit that might accrue from thb 
occurrence ; and, encouraging the fugitive prince by the most 
courteous demeanour, accepted his vassalagp, and held out to 
him hopes of vigorous support. As his situation would nof 
at that time allow his personal interference in his behalf, he 
presented him widi letters of credence, addressed to his own 
subjects, permitting them to enter into die service of the mo- 
fiarch of Leinster. 

With these he departed to England, and published them in 
Bristol, then the principal port of communication between Eng- 
land and Ireland. There he remained a whole month without 
a prospect of gaining succour, and had begun to despair of re- 
storation, when Richard, earl of Pembroke, surnamed Strong- 
i30w, on account of his feats of archery, distinguished no less 
by his affability and genesrosity than by his military talents, but 
who was estranged fromJ^e royal favour and of dissipated for- 
tnae, was pointed out to him as likely to close with his propo- 
siah. 
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He accordingly pressed Richard to espouse his cause, and even 
promised to give him his daughter Eva in marriage, and to 
make him heir to his dominions. Overcome by such seducing- 
oJfFers, the earl promised to assist him with a considerable force 
in the ensuing spring, provided he could obtain from, Henry his 
particular licence and approbation* 

Conceiving that by this negociation he had effectually secured 
the recovery of his territories, Dermod immediately proceeded 
to St. Davids in South Wales^ intending to return by that course 
privately to Irdiand, and there to await in silence the arrival of 
his ally with a force to support him* During his jcfumey, he 
had the good fortune to add to his adherents, Robert Fltzste* 
phen, governor of Cardigan, a magnanimous, brave, and skilj^l 
soldier, eminent for loyalty, whom Rice-ap-6riffith, a Welch 
chieftain, who commanded in. the country about Pembroke, had 
imprisoned, that he might not be in a situation to oppose an in- 
tended revolt against Henry. To Fitzstephen and to his mater* 
nal brother^ Maurice Fitzgerald, Dermod bound himself to 
cede the town of Wexford, with a large portion of land, as 
soon as he should be fairly re-established. 

After receiving their solemn protestations to join him in Ae 
Spring with their followers, he set sail with his Irish train and 
& few Welch adventurers, and landed without being observed 
on the Irish coast, about the end of the year one thousand one 
hundred and sixty-nine. 
. Punctual to his engagements, Fitzstephen, together with 
Maurice de Frendergarst, sailed from \!^ales in the beginning 
of May one thousand one hundred and seventy; and making 
his appearance on die Southern coast of Wexford, disembarked 
his forces, consisting of forty knights, sixty men in armour* and 
five hundred archers, in the bay of Bannow* twelve miles from 
the town of Wexford, which, after he had been joined by Der- 
mod, surrendered to his arms, though not before the garrison 
had sustained a vigorous assault. >f 

Having received a further reinforcement by the arrival of 
Fitzsgerald, Dermod^S power was so considerd>Iy increased^ 
that he was enabled to reduce the lord of Ossory, whose ter- 
ritories, together with those of Decies and Glandelagh, he hud 
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ravaged and laid waste : and even O'Connor, who made his 
appearance against him with a numerous army, consisting of 
the troops of Gonnaught, Breffney^ Thomond, and some lords 
of Leinster, afraid to risk a battle, was obliged to come to an 
accommodation, and to acknowledge him as king of Leinster ; 
on condition that he did homage for his dominions, that he in- 
troduced no more British adventurers into Ireland, and that he 
deKvered up his favourite son as an hostage for the performance 
of the treaty. 

After receiving the submission of Dublin, and giving his 
daughter, in marriage to Donald O'Brien, prince of Thomond, 
who consequently renounced his allegiance to O^Connor, and 
united his fortunes to those of his father-in-law, Dermod began, 
notwithstanding the late treaty, to aspire to sovereign power, 
and to plot the downfal of the king of Connaught. 

To secure the accomplishment of this great object, he dis- 
patched pressing solicitations to the earl of Pembroke to hasten 
his preparations, who accordingly, notwithstanding a peremptory 
mandate from Henry to desist from the enterprise, set sail with 
an army of between two and three hundred knights, and about 
Aisteen himdred archers, and arrived in the vidnity of Water- 
^>id, in the month of August, one thousand one hundred and 
seventy^one* In conjunction with Raymond le Gross, ^ nephew 
of Fitzstephen, whom he had sent before him with' the van* 
guard, he advanced immediately to the attack d[ that city. 
Though twice repulsed by, the garrison, he returned a third 
tine ta the assault with determined valour, and having succeed'^ 
ed in making a breach, rushed with irresistible impetuosity into 
the town, putting all, without distinction, to the sword, till the. 
amval of Dermod put a period to the slaughter. After con- 
summating the nuptials of the earl with Eva, Dermod^s daugh- 
ter, according to their original stipulation, the chieftains marched 
tvkh tiieir United forces to chastise an insurrection of the citizens 
of Dublin, and to oppose O'Connor, who had assembled nn 
army of about twenty thousand men. Intimidated by the for- 
midable appearance of the British troops, the forces of the 
king of Connaught returned home. Dublin was taken by as- 
4ault> and maoy of the inhabiti^nts slaughtered or drowned in 
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the Liffley; while Hesculf Mac-Torcal, the governor^ with sc* 
yeral others, Having escaped on bqard some ships, fled to the 
Hebrides. Strongbow was invested with the lOTdship of Dub- 
. lin, whence he marched into Meath, carrying slaughter and 
devastation in his trsdn. 

The Irish, accustomed only to desultory warfare, incapable 
©f makipg a long continued effort to resist their enemies, and 
not politic enough to unite in their own defence, appear, after 
various vicissitudes of fortune, to have been unable to cope 
with the steady valour and discipline of the British adventurers, 
who rapidly gained fresh confederates and fresh ground in the 
island. Henry, however, who indeed had forbid Strongbow'^ 
departure for Ireland, grown jealous of his success, issued a 
mandate, enjoining all his subjects in that country instantly to 
return home under penalty of high treason, prohibiting all sup- 
plies to be conveyed to them from his own kingdom, and ex- 
pressed in high terms his disapprobation of their proceedings* 
Deprived, by this je^ous act of his sovereign, of all assistance 
from abroad, deserted^ in consequence, by many of his knights 
and their followers, who obeyed dae order of jheir sovereign, 
and abandoned, after the deadi of Dermcfd which quickly fol- 
lowed, by the greater part of his Irish allies, the earl experienced 
» nearly fatal reverse of fortune. . 

OConnor, taking advantage of his destitute situation^ aided 
by the exertions of Lawrence 0*Tool, archbishop of Dublin^ 
who flew from chief to chief, exhorting them to seize so fair azi 
opportunity to expel the invaders, mustered an army stated at 
thirty thousand men, and invested him in Dublin with his whole 
force, while a fleet of thirty Danish vessels blockaded the har- 
bour. Fatigued t>y unceasing watchfulness during a siege of tw<> 
months, oppressed by famine and disease, the garrison was re* 
duced to the last extremity, and having no hope of succour-^ 
were compelled to make overtures of accommodation. By the 
:idvice of O^Tool, their proposals were rejected, the besiegers 
declaring that n© terms would be listened to which had not for 
their basis the total evacuation of the country by the Britonsi 
An animated speech made by Maurice Fitzgerald determined 
the English troops ; « If we must fall,"" said he, " let it not*e 
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by the hands of a treacherous and revengeful foe, after we shall 
have put ourselves into their power : let us rather, while they 
fancy us sunk in despondence^ rush on their entreitchments, and 
die, as we have lived, the terror of bur barbarian enemies.'* 
His magnanimous spirit was caught by the assembly^' Next 
day an assault, rendered furious by desperation, was unexpect- 
edly mad^ upon the assailants. It was pointed at the quarter 
where O'Connor commanded in person. The onset was impe- 
tuous, irresistible ; the rout instantaneous I 0*Connor was 
obliged to mingle half naked with his flying troops, who were 
pursued with terrible slaughter. The other Irish chieftains, 
witnesses of the disaster of their leader, retired with the utmost 
precipitation, leaving the British masters of the field, of an im- 
mense booty, and of provisions sufficient to support them du- 
ring a whole year. The Danish fleet also withdrew, leaving 
the sea as well as the land open to the successful adventurers. 

Mean time Fitzstephen was closely besieged by the Wexfor- 
dians in the fortress of Garrick, which he himself had biiiltnear 
their city. Though supported by only a very slender garrison^ 
he repeatedly repulsed them with great slaughter. Unable to^ 
storm the fortress, the Wexfordians had recourse to the most 
execrable, perfidious, and despicable means of success, perhaps 
ever recorded in the annals of any country. In a parley thej- 
assured Fitzstephen that; Roderic O^Connor had taken Dublin 
by storm, and that he had put the whole garrison to the sword: 
Tliey represented to him that it would be vain to think of re- 
sistsmce when he should- approach to make the sam^ execution 
at Carrick : They declared themselves to be impressed with 
such respect for his virtues, that, if he would but surrender 
himself to them, they would ship him and his followers for 
Wales, in order that they might escape the resentment of the 
v^geiiil prince. Two bishops, dressed in their pontifical robes, 
solemnly swore to their trurfi, laying at the same time their 
hands on the cross, on the host, ,and on the adored relics of 
saints. Fitzstephen fell a victim fo their perfidy. He accepted 
their terms, and was immediately thrown into chains ; while 
many of his companions expired under the horrible and inhu- 
man tortures which the malignant fury of their captors inflicted 
on them. 
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Stronrgbow, who, the day previous to that on which he routed 
O^Connor before Dublin, had received from Donald Kevanah, 
one of the few Irish chieftains who continued firm in his at- 
tachment to the English^ intelligence of the danger of Carrick^ 
inarched immediately to its relief. He narrowly escaped de- 
struction from an amBuscade, in passing through a defile in the 
territory of Hi-drone, in the modem county of Carlow. At 
no great distance from Wexford, he received the mortifying 
information of Fitzstephen's captivity, together with a threat 
from the captors, who had burned their city and retired to an 
islet in the harbour, that, if he attempted any thing against 
them, they would without mercy put their few remaining pri- 
soners to death. Alarmed for their safety, }he immediately turn- 
ed aside from Wexford, and directed his course towards Ferns, 
the regal seat of the monarchs of Leinster, where, after he 
had punished several of his eneniies, and established some 
useful regulations, he received a special summons from Henry 
to appear and answer for his conduct : a summons which he did 
not think it prudent to disobey; but, appointing govemdrs in 
his absence, repaired instantly to England. 

Tnconsiderable as the restoration of Dermod, a criminal and 
exiled prince, to his principality, may at first view appear, yet,, 
as the consequences of the invasion occasioned by his applica- 
tion to a few Welch adventurers, were far from being imim- 
portant, we have been particular in tracing the progress of his 
arms and those of his allies. History, not satisiSed with merely 
relating facts, disdains not to descend to the most minute and 
remote occurrences, estimating their importance, not by their 
real magnitude, but by the effects they are likely to have pro- 
duced on the state of the period to which her attention is more 
immediately directed, and by the light which they may throw 
on the subject of her consideration. 

. We shall now endeavour to pursue the progress of the English 
arms and policy, during a period more brilliant, indeed, but 
productive, for a considerable length of time, of consequences 
less obvious, and of advantages less solid, than reasonably 
might have been expected to follow the successful period we 
have just had under our observation. Considered as an alien 
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frpro the constitution of that country of which it has become a 
member, depressed by the iron hand of power, through the in- 
solence and rapacity of governors unacquainted with the geniuSf 
the manners, and the disposition of its people, unhappy Ireland 
has been upwards of six centuries the scene of bloodshed and 
desolation. The contracted views of those placed at die head 
of its administration, by causing them to be treated in general 
as objects of suspicion,, rather than with the liberality due to a 
free people living under the protection of a free govemmentf 
have, instead of bringing the Irish to be peaceable and useful 
members of that community to which they appertain, rendered 
them turbulent and involuntary subjects, ready at all times to 
arm against those whom they esteem their oppressors, and to 
plunge themselves into all the miseries, the inconceivable borr 
rora^ofa civil wan 
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HENBY, previous to the recal of Strongbow, had been en- 
gaged in a dangerous contest with one of his own subjects^ 
Becket, whom he had raised to the archbishopric of Canterbury. 
Instigated by the pope, Adrian III. the same who granted to 
Henry the sovereignty of Ireland, the archbishop had pertina- 
ciously opposed the constitutions of Clarendon, whereby the 
civil was declared independent on the ecclesiastical authority* 
Incensed by his insolence and ingratitude, Henry, amongst other 
passionate exclamations^ was overhead to complain that no 
one had attempted to i;id his sovereign of the turbulent and re- 
fractory prelate. Four of his knights, zealously attached to 
the person of their monarch, imagining they could not better 
display their promptitude in his service, silently quitted France, 
where Henry then was, and making all speed to England, as- 
sassinated the archbishop in church, while performing his duty 
at the altar. Henry was stunned by the intelligence of this 
atrocious deed, which threatened to arm the papal power for 
his destruction. By his great abi^lities, however, he frustrated 
the designs of his enemies at the court of Rome, and having 
brought matters to an accommodation, he at length found leis- 
ure to attend to the state of Ireland, and, after his return to 
England; had summoned Strongbow, as we formerly observed, 
to appear and answer for his conduct. 

The earl waited on the king at Newnham, near Gloucester, 
and surrendering to him his territory round Dublin and his 
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maritime fortresses, was, by the int<ercession of his uncle, Her- 
vey d^ Mountmorres, received into the royal favour, and per- 
mitted to retain all his other Irish possessions under Henry and 
his heirs for ever. 

Henry, now determineid to push his personal expedition to 
Ireland with the utmost vigour, accompanied by the earl, pro- 
ceeded through South Wales to Pembroke, seizing the casdes 
of many Welch chieftains in his route : and at length having 
completed his preparations, set sail from Milford Haven with 
a fleet of two hundred and forty vessels and about five thousand 
men. He arrived in the harbour of Waterford, on the feast of 
St. Luke, in October, one thousand one hundred and seventy- 
two. Destitute of a common interest to unite them in their 
own defence, and already dispirited by the successes of the first 
adventurers, the Irish made little or no resistance to the king of 
England. His progress, resembled more the procession of a 
triumphant prince through his own dominions than the march 
of an invading army. The chieftains flocked eagerly froxn, all 
quarters to make their obeisance : he had only to accept their 
homage. The men of Wexford waited on him soon after his 
landing, and delivered up their prisoner, Fitzstephen, whom 
they represented as a traitor. He was afterwards pardoned; 
and surrendering to Henry the town of Wexford, was reinstated 
in his other possessions. The grandeur of Henry, his conde- 
scension, his munificence, seem to have made great impression 
on the minds of the Irish chieftains, his new subjects, whom he 
magnificendy entertained during the feast of Christma9 in an 
immense fabric erected for the purpose in the suburbs of Dub- 
lin ; while William Fitzandelm and Hugh de Lacey were dis- 
patched with a body of troops against O^Connor of Connaught» 
and 0*Nial, the pfowerful prince of Ulster, who declined sub- 
mission. 

As the inclemency of the season prevented the reduction of 
these monarchs, Henry summoned the clergy and the lords who 
had made their submission to meet at Cashel, in order to take 
into consideration the affairs of the church, the ostensible object 
of his invasion* By this convention Henry was solemnly ac- 
knowledged sovereign of Ireland : The clergy were declare^ 
independent of the civil magistrate iu criminal cases, and their 
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lands ^fxetttpted from secular taxes : But the most importazxt 
decree passed by this assembly, a decree which, notwithstanding 
the violent shocks by which the country has been convulsed, 
has continued unremittingly to exert its force, was that whereby 
the Irish churches were reduced to a similarity with diat of 
England, consequentfy to a dependance on the see of Borne. 

After having been about six months in Ireland, during whid) 
period he had made several regulations for the government of 
his new dominions^ and was preparing to subdue by his arms 
the whole island^ he was unexpectedly summoned, befoire he 
had even secured tliose conquests he had already made, to ap<> 
pear before Albert and Theodine in Normandy^ two cardanab 
whom the pope had appointed to investigate the causes of the 
miu-der of Becket, under pain of excommunication and an in* 
terdict on his dominions, acts of spiritual power, which, during 
the melancholy reign of bigotry and ignorance, were sufficient 
to convulse the greatest states, and to shake to their bases the 
thrones of the mightiest motiarchs ! Henry, alarmed at the 
danger with which he was ^reatened^ made some hasty ar*- 
rangements for the government of the country during his ab<- 
sence. He appointed Hugh de Lacy diief governor,* and in* 
vested him with the lordship of the territory of Meath, amd 
empowering the chancellor with several others to elect another 
chief governor in case of de Lacy*s death, hastened his departure 
from Wexford and made the best of his way to Normandy, 
where the two cardinals were expecting his arrival. 

Henry was obliged to leave his new dominions in a very un- 
settled state. That part of Ireland already possessed by the 
British, which, afterwards extended, consisted of the counties 
of Dublin, Kildare, Meath, and Uriel, together widi jthe cities 
of Cork, Ltimerick, and Waterford, formed what was called the 
English FrJsy had the advantage of the same laws with England. 
The inhabitants of the remainder, including those who had 
toade their submission, continued to live under the same form 
of government as before. They professed allegiance to Henry : 
Their native independance and ferocity were in reality the 
same as ever. ITie English settlers quickly felt the evil con- 
sequences of this unorganized state of the country. Ilie chief- 
t£dns who had so lately sworn allegiance to the crown of £og« 
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ianil rose every where in arms ; while Henr}'^ was so far irom 
being able to give any assistance towards reducing them to 
submission, that he was d>liged to draw off great part of the 
troops already stationed in Ireknd, in order to suppress the 
unnatural rebellion of his own sons. Strongbow^ as soon as he 
learned the danger of his sovereign, had hasted to Normandy 
to his assistance, which mark of loyalty and attachment to hi^ 
person so highly gratified Henry, that he sent him back to Ire- 
land as chief governor, and invested him with discretionary 
powers for the government of its turbulent aifairs. On his re- 
turn [1 1 74] he found the troops so prejudiced against their leader^ 
Hefvey de Mountmorres, that he was obliged to deprive him 
of his command, and to substitute in his place Raymond !e 
Gross, whom they importunately demanded for their general. 
This valiant soldier immediately began to act with vigour. 
With hisT litde army he ravaged Ofaily and Lismore, and gra« 
tified the rapacity of his followers with the acquisition of con- 
siderable plunder.' Having shipped his booty on board several 
small vessels, he marched along the coast on his return towards 
Waterford. In this situation he was attacked both by sea and 
land, but (Attained a complete victory on both elements. 

Elated by his success in tliis and other expeditions^ Raymond 
demanded Strongbow's daughter Basilia in marriage, which the 
earl coldly refused* Indignant at a denial which he dioug^t 
his services had not merited, le Gross gnve in his resignation 
and returned to Wales. Mountmorres was again invested with 
the chief command. A body of troops, however, on its march 
to join him at Cashel, was intercepted at Thurles by 0*Brien 
of Thomond, and driven back with the loss of four hundred 
men. Alarmed by this misfortune, and the general revolt of 
of die Irish chieftains, who, not excepting even the hitherto 
faithful Donald Kevanagh, every where took arms, the earl 
was obliged to retreat with precipitation to Waterford, whence 
he sent solicitations to Raymond to return to Ireland, promising;, 
should he comply, to bestow oh him his daughter. 

Flattered by .this invitation, Raymond immediatly set sail. 
ffis arrival was fortunate ; as the inhabitants of Waterford had 
premeditated a general massacre of the English, v/hich was 
only prevented by the appearance of his fleet in the harbour at 
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the moment of its intended execution. On the day succeeding 
that of his nuptials with Basilia^ which were solemnized at 
Wexfordi, he, together with his father-in-law, marched into 
Meath against O'Connor, who had suddenly crossed the Shan- 
non and ravaged the country, demolishing at the same time the 
fortresses of the English. By the defection of several chief- 
tains, Roderic was forced to retreat, and was pursued by Ray- 
mond with considerable slaughter. Leinster being thus reduced 
to temporary quiet, the victorious commanders turned their 
arms against North Munster, where the British standard was 
again crowned with success. 

Meantime O'Connor, justly incensed at the fickleness and 
perfidy of his compatriots, resolved to save at least his own 
province, "by making a timely submission to the king of Eng- 
land. For this purpose he dispatched to Henry, whose affairs 
had by this time assumed a prosperous appearance, he having 
reduced to obedience his unnatural sons and vanquished the ef- 
forts of their ungenerous allies, three deputies, with offers to do 
homage for his kingdom of Connaught, and to pay a tribute as 
an acknowledgment of the sovereignty of Henry. The king 
received them at Windsor, and accepting the terms proposed^ 
permitted the monarch of Connaught to retain in full all his 
possessions, and his nominal tide of king of Ireland, with the 
exception of the territory possessed by the English. 

The warfare of the other Irish chieftains continued. O'Brien 
of Thomond besieged Limerick [11^6,3 ^^^ ®^ ^^ march of 
Raymond to its relief with about five hundred men and a body 
of auxiliaries furnished by the lords of Ossory and Glandelagh, 
endeavoured to intercept him by posting his forces in a defile 
near Cashel. But Raymond at the head of his five hundred 
men, while his Irish confederates stood spectators of the en- 
gagement, prepared to side with whichever party should prove 
the stronger, forced his entrenchments and compelled him to 
give hostages for his submission. He then turned his arms 
against the son of MacrArthy, prince of Desmond, who' had de- 
prived his father of his principality, and thrown him into prison. 
He reinstated the injured prince on his throne, and received a 
tract of land as a recompence for his services. He had scarce 
accomplished this laudable achievement, when he received in- 
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formation that his father-in-law, the brave, generous, and mag*- 
nanimous Strongbow, had died in Dublin in consequence of a 
mortification of his foot, whither he immediately hastened, leav- 
ing Limerick in custody of O'Brien, who^ notwithstanding he 
took a solemn oath to guard it for the king of England, set i% 
on fire as soon as Raymond departed. 

The jealousy of Henry had been excited to such a degree 
by the envious misrepresentations of Mountmorres, that, previ- 
ous to Raymond's expedition for the relief of Limerick, he had 
sent over four commissioners to summon him to appear before 
him. The extreme urgency of affairs, however, as the troops 
refused to march under any other leader, had induced them to 
suspend the execution of their commission ; and they were now, 
after a thorough investigation, so well convinced of the injury 
which had43een done to his character, that, with the .concur- 
rence of the council, they consented to his being appointed 
successor to Strongbow. The king, however, notwithstanding 
their favourable report, being still diffident, refused to confirm 
his appointment, and deputed William Fitzandelm chief go- 
vernor, a sordid, insolent, and rapacious man, every way unfit 
for the high station to which he was exalted, and who was more 
intent on filling his own coffers, than on attending to the wel- 
fare of the colony. By Fitzandelm was convened at Water- 
ford [1177] an assembly of the clergy, wherein the brief of 
pope Alexander, confirming the bull of Adrian which declared 
Henry lord of Ireland was promulgated, denouncing tremend- 
ous anathemas upon all who should refuse to acknowledge his 
sovereignty. After the transaction of this and some other busi- 
ness, the new chief governor proceeded, by dint of cunning, 
to deprive the original adventurers of their possessions, thereby 
gratifying the avaricious desires of himself and his herd of venal 
dependants. Several of the most adventurous, went in conse- 
quence in quest of new settlements, and the territories of the 
dynast of Ulster presented a wide field for their enterprizing 
ambition. Others, after being stripped of all they possessed 
most v^uable, were compelled either to mix with the native 
Irish, or to remain with the colony, in hopes of better days, 
when their sovereign should become sensible of the treatment 
which their services had deserved. In the mean time they 
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were fcufd^ncd with all the labours of defending the colony, 
Fit2andclm and his myrmidons keeping aloof from danger, and 
spending his time in revelry and debauch, equally careless of 
the imprest of his charge and the honour of his prince. The 
colony, under his evil administration, necessarily declined with 
the utmost rapidity ; until his conduct being at length represent 
ted to Henry in its genuine colours^ he Was removed and Hugh 
de Lacy appointed to succeed him. 

During the wise and vigorous government of de Lac5y the 
settlement again assumed a flourishing appearance. He labour- 
ed to repair its losses with unremitting assiduity, and might 
have succeeded in establishing the English power in Ireland 
upon a solid basis, had not the interested and malicious calum- 
nies of l.is enemies caused the government to be transferred 
from his hands to Philip de Braosa, whose oppresswe and ty- 
rannical administratioa nearly brought total ruin and excision 
upon the colony. 

The rule of his successor promised at its beginning a more 
happy issue. Prince John, the youngest of the sons of Henry, 
was sent over attended by a considerable force and a well fur- 
nished train of courtiers and expectants. Intimidated by hts 
Ibrmidable preparations, and dazzled by the lustre of his ap- 
pearance, the chieftain^, even those who had been most re- 
markable for enmity to the English, came eagerly forward to 
be received into favour. But when they made their appearance 
and advanced with cordiality to kiss the prince's hands, they 
were, instead of being received with the respect they thought 
their due, rudely pushed back by the attendants and young 
lords, who gazed with astonishment upon their Irish garb, 
their uncouth manners, and bushy beards, and at length, in 
childish sport, began to push them about from side to side. 
This impolitic conduct was followed by very disastrous conse- 
quences. TTie chieftains left the presence with smothered rage, 
indignant at the gross affront which had been put upon them. 
Burning with resentment and the desire of revenge, they in- 
stigated others to espouse their cause, and in a short time the 
flames of war were kindled all round, and directed from every 
quarter against the colony. 
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: During the short time Hugh de Lacy was in office, Milo de 
Cogan, one of the early adventurers, was treacherously mur- 
dered by Mac-Tire, an Irishman, whom he had esteemed his 
firmest friend, and the worthy Fitzstephen, the first English 
leader who had set foot in Ireland, stunned by the intelligence 
of this melancholy event, lost his reason and died of grief. 
Most of those who had contributed to establish the power of 
Henry in the island either were cut off by perfidy, or, neglected 
by their sovereign, had the mortification to see others enjoy the 
best fruits of all their toils and dangers. Their descendants in 
general proved unworthy of their virtues, and disgraced their 
names by acts of the blackest atrocity. The following instance 
may suffice to shew the abyss of depravity into which they 
sank. Richard de Clare, son of the illustrious Strongbow, hav- 
ing unfortunately by his lofty demeanour incurred the jealousy 
of Henry III. was banished to Ireland ; but returning thence 
with a ^numerous band of followers, he siezed and fortified hi6 
castle of Pembroke. This hold action alarmed the king so much, 
that, dreading his power, he made a show of receiving him 
into favour. Having afterwards, however, entered into a con- 
federacy to expel the king's foreign favourites, he brought upon 
himself the implacable resentment of Philip d^s Roches, bishop 
of Winchester and prime minister. The malignant prelate 
immediately laid a plot for his destruction ; and sending over 
letters xmder the great seal, signed by himself and eleven others^ 
offi^red to Maurice Fitzgerald, the chief governor, son of the 
same Maurice who by his magnanimity had caused the rout of 
O^Connor before Dublin, to two sons of de Lacy, and to Geoffiry 
de Maurisco and some other barons, all the Irish estates of 
Richard, provided they seized his person and sent him dead or 
alive to the king. They blushed not to ent^r into the conspi- 
racy, and immediately began to take steps for putting it into 
execution. For this purpose Maurisco invited him over to 
Ireland on pretence of defending his property. On his arrival, 
feigning a zealous attachment to his person, he advised him to 
render himself master of the wh<de country, and to establish a 
power independant on Britain. The earl fell into the snare, 
and immediately began to act offensively. The other cqiispiring 
barons opposed him : but affecting to come into his views, 

D 
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agreed to hold a conference 6n the plains of Kildare, where 
Richard and Mauriseo met them* This was the favourable 
moment for putting an end to the scene. Waving the ostensi- 
ble cause of their meeting, the conspirators demanded a truce, 
which Richard refusing to grant, they declared that that moment 
should determine the business with the sword* At the onset 
of the two parties, Mauriseo deserted with eighty fbllowersf 
leaving the earl with only fifteen^ when the degenerate lordsf 
rushing on the son of their fathers' companion in arms, threw 
him &om his horse and inflicted a stab in his back of which he 
died in a few days* 



CHAPTER III. 



HAVING thus seen, even during the reign of one of it» 
wisest monarchs, the short-sighted policy of England towards 
Ireland doing every thitig which might prove detrimental to 
her interest there, by the removal of govcmbrs qualified to 
promote her influence and the interruption of plans >^hich tended 
to establish her power, we shall pass in silence over a period of 
near four hundred years, from the reign of JHenry U. to the 
Beformation, a period distinguished by no event worthy of 
particular notice, but remarkable for the uniform detestation in 
which the .colony was held by the native Irish* During that 
long period, the eye of the historian can meet with no scenes 
except those of the most ruthless warfare, mutual perfidy, 
wretchedness, and desolation. Every advantage was alternately 
seized by the English and Irish to extend or contract the limits 
of the Pale* Their success was various : but implacable rage, 
fiimine, and every species of evil arising from mutual hatred 
and mutual barbarism, uniformly marked the progress of either 
party* Discord, extended her influence over the whole island, 
iiotoidy established her empire betwixt the primitive inhabitants 
and the new settlers, but inflamed the members of each division 
against each other. The Irish chieftains waged incessant war 
against their compatriots : The great barons of the English co- 
lony were ever ready to fly to arms, as resentment, the prospect 
of plunder, or the desire of revenge, stimulated them to take the 
field against one another. But whatever excited them to a9» 
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semble their followers, the commuivity invariably suflfered. The 
most insignificant occurrence was sufficient pretext for the 
chieftains to enter the Pale : The colonists never were at a loss 
for pretences to make an attack upbn them. The submissions 
of the Irish were frequent^ sometimes abject; but always pre- 
carious, and never lasted longer than the English forces msuh- 
tained a decided superiority. These evils were increased by 
the depredations of lawless ban4s of Scots who landed frequendy 
on the coast, wasting and destroying the country wheresoever 
their arms enabled them to penetrate. During the reign of 
Robert Bruce^ an army was sent over under the command of 
his brother, to attempt to wrest the island from the hands of the 
English. Bruce landed in Ulster, and having ravaged the 
whole of that province, proceeded southward as far as Dublin, 
marking his |irogress, like a devouring plague, by every cala- 
mity which fire and sword could inflict. 

Such, in short, was the multitude of afflictions to which thb 
ill-fated coimtry was doomed, during the reigns of sixteen Eng'- 
lish princes, that its inhabitants were reduced not unfrequently 
to feed upon grass, leaves, and even, hideous nourishment ! the 
flesh of their fellow-creatures. On turning aside from scenes 
so shocking to humanity, gladly would we present prospects of 
a more pleasing nature. The sixteenth century, celebrated for 
the intellectual light which then burst forth in all its* splendour 
upon Europe, we should have expected to display a striking 
contrast to the dismal period we have past: But, alas! the 
miseries of unhappy Ireland were not yet arrived to a termina- 
tion. To the hatred occasioned by the unseasonable aggres- 
sion3 of the English has been added fuel by the rancour of 
religious persecution; and if the Irish, when only temporal 
concerns were in question, were actuated by such inveterate en- 
mity towards the English, to what a pitch must their hatred 
have been increased, when religion and bigotry gave fre^ 
poignancy to their feelings ! 

At the accession of Henry VIII. to the throne, the colony 
had arrived to a degree of prosperity comparatively great to 
what it had formerly experienced. Under the administration 
of several successive governors, however, it relapsed with ra- 
pidity into its former §tate of anarchy, and weakness. The earl 
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of Kildare was appointed lord deputy, and confirmed in his 
authority beyond the reach of opposition. He abused the po^er 
with which he was entrusted ; and putting himself at the head 
of a rapacious rabble, employed them to the annoyance of those 
whom he was appointed to protect. He formed intimate con- 
nectioQs with the most powerful of the Irish chieftains: He 
kept the colonists at a distance from his person; and appears to 
have considered the high authority with which he was entmsted 
merely as a fit instrument for the purpose of establishing his 
own personal influence* He continued much longer in ofEce 
than any of his predecessors ; but, disdaining to bend his. haughty 
spirit to suit the views of .cardinal Wolsey, the king's minister 
and favourite, he was by the influence of that prelate and the 
intrigues of the Butlers, the noble family of Ormond, together 
with die complaints of the real friends to government in the 
colony, ordered to vest the administration in the hands of some 
person for whom he should be responsible, and to repair in- 
stantly to England. Kildare unfortunately entrusted this im- 
portant charge to his son, lord Thomas Fitzgerald, a gallant 
and accomplished youth, affable, generous, well qualified to 
gain the affections of the* people, but impressed with notions 
rather exalted of the consequence and grandeur of his family. 
Immediately after his father's landing in England, he was ar- 
rested and committed to the Tower ; and false reports were 
spread abroad that he had there been beheaded. The impetuous 
lord Thomas, struck with filial grief by this supposed outrage, 
and inflamed by rage and indignation, instantly threw up his 
commission of deputy, and boldly renouncing his allegiance, de- 
clared war against his sovereign in open rebellion. Severed 
other chieftains espoused his cause, and their united forces put 
themselves in so formidable a situation that alarming apprehen- 
sions were entertained by the government party. The temerity 
and inexperience of lord Thomas, however, rendered fruitless 
all their efibrts. Sir William Skefiington, who was appointed 
lord lieutenant and sent over with a considerable reinforcement, 
succeeded in completely quelling the insurrection. The con- 
federates of lord Thomas made their submissions and were re- 
stored to their possessions: he himself was promised a full 
pardon if he would g^ve himself up. His confidence proved 
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his destruction. Hacing implicit reliance on the faith of Hcn»3«^ 
he went over to England, but was treacherously seized and sent 
to the Tower. Loid Grey, successor to Skeffington, was or- 
dered to seize the five uncles of lord Thomas, and cause 
them to be conveyed prisoners to London. He invited themfor 
this purpose to a banquet, and after sumptuously entertaining 
them, perfidiously arrested their persons. Though three of 
these had decidedly opposed the rebellion, and all of them werp 
entided to pardon by the treaty concluded with the rebels, Hen- 
ry ordered the whole to be executed as traitors^with their ne- 
t)hew, and vowed destruction to the whole race of Jaldarfe. Ge- 
rald, however, brother to lord Thomas, a boy only twelve years 
old, was by the vi^ance of his guardians secretly conveyed out 
of the kingdom to cardinal Pole in Italy, the determined enemy 
of Henry; and under his protection he lived to regain the ho- 
nours and estates of his illustrious family. Kildare himself 
died of grief for his son's rebellion and the fatal consequences 
by which it was followed. 

Considering the suppression of this revolt as a new conquest 
of the island, Henry wa3 about to have proceeded to lengths 
which might have produced the most fatal* consequences, pro- 
posing it as a question whether he had not a right to seiae the 
whole property, spiritual and temporal, of the countr)i, notwith- 
standing many, both within and without the Pale, 1^ contri* 
buted vigorously to the reduction of lord Thomas. This im- 
politic conduct, together with his unjust and cruel ^eatment of 
the Kildare family one of the most powerful and poptdar in 
Ireland, brought on him the detestation of the whole people, 
and was particularly incautious at a period when he was pre^ 
paring to affect important changes in the system of religion, 
changes which require all the energies of a sovereign well be- 
loved by his people to accomplish. 

The vigorous administration of Crrey, who laboured to for- 
ward the designs of Henry, for bringing about a partial rcfor* 
mation of the church, and having himself acknowledged its su- 
preme head on earth, and whose zeal for his service carried him 
not ijinfrequently beyond the bounds of justice and honour, met 
with the reward which might be expected from a king who re* 
sembled in tyranny too many of those who have been distin- 
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guished by the tfame tide. By the intrigues of the Butlers and 
Ac enmity of church zealots^ he was imprisoned on a variety 
of frivolous and groundless charges. Conscious of the tyranny 
of Henry, whose unjust measures he himself had assisted to 
put in execution against others, his courage, for which he was 
eminent in the 'field, forsook Mm at a juncture that required 
him to summon it all forth to his support. Relying on his 
many and eminent services to secure the good dispositions of 
his sovereign, he decUned a trial, pleaded guilty, and threw 
himself on the clemency of the king, who^ with no less ingrati'-^ 
tude than cruelty and injustice, ordered him to be beheaded. 

The government, meantime, reaped the benefits of his exei^ 
tions. The chieftains came so eagerly forward that Sir Anthony 
St. Leger^ the lord deputy, was busied receiving their profes- 
sions of submission. The earl of Desmond, who had hitherto 
held high privileges, voluntarily renounced them, threw off the 
supremacy of the pope, and gave up his son to receive an Eng* 
lish education : Several septs petitioned to be admitted. to a 
participation of the privileges of English subjects^ and to be 
placed under the jurisdiction of English law : The O^Bymes, 
in particular, requested that their territory should be formed 
into an English county. These favourable dispositions of die 
Irish were much increased by the assumption of the tide c^ 
Iniig by Henry instead of thatof&rrf of Ireland which had been 
ori^nally bestowed by the pope, the splendour and novelty of 
the appellations conveying to them nodons of respect with which 
diey had never formerly been impressed. But this noble op« 
portunity of uniting the Irish into one powerful people under 
English administration was unfortunately lost by the thought- 
less inattention of the king towards their country, who lavished 
the blood and wasted the treasure of the empire 4n vain-glorious 
wars on the Continent, and neglected, like most of his prede- 
cessors, the solid interests of his crown at home. Indeed it has 
been theiatal and misguided policy of Great Britain^ for a con- 
siderable period before> and ever since, the accession of this mo- 
narch, to be etemaby involved in the prosecution of delusive 
schemes of aggrandizement, forming, for the furtherance of her 
plans, continental alliances, and embroiling herself in continental 
wars, winch must ultimately prove her dei^truction, rather thao 
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to be engaged in cultivating the blessings of peace, and in at- 
tempting to ameliorate the wretched condition of by far die 
greater' part of her people. 

A powerful party of the servants of the Crown, all of them de- 
termined enemies of Kildare, at the head of which was Allan 
arc^hbishop of Dublin, had been in the mean time formed. They 
obtain^ with much difficulty a resolution of the lords in coun- 
cil to send the master of the rolls to the king, for the purpose 
of laying before him the state of the country, and to crave his 
royal interference in its behalf. The master of the rolls repre- 
sented to the king in their name the distressed stale of the 
country.; the nearly total disuse of the English laws, manners, 
and language, which wtrc confined within the trifling compass 
of twenty miles ; the exorbitant exactions by which most of the 
tenantry were compelled to relinquish their lands ; and the heavy 
tribute which the few remaining were obliged to pay in order to 
procure the precarious protection of Irish chieftains ; the 
enormous power of the English barons, who, by keeping a great 
number of Irish in their pay, could with impunity oppress his 
bighness's liege subjects ; and above all, the scantiness of the 
royal revenue, which left the realm without the means of de- 
fence ; they entreated, for the amendment of these abuses, that 
he would be pleased to appoint in future such governors as had 
no interest in Ireland, who, unbiassed by Irish influence or Irish 
faction and party-spirit, might impartially administer to the 
glory and honour of his crown ; and concluded with strenuous 
professions of loyalty and-attachment to his government. 

Henry, though the slave of caprice and passion, did not want 
for penetration, and was sensible that more might be done to- 
wards «iccomplishing his designs in Ireland by conciliating than 
by violent measures. He therefore gave a gracious answer to the 
petition from the colony. He encouraged the chieftains by every 
means to submit to his dominion. He gratified their fancied impor- 
tance and their family pride, by conferringon them pompous titles 
and honours. He prevailed on numbers to resort to his court; 
and bestowed on others sumptuous houses and lands in the 
neighbourhood of Dublin, for the^r convenient attendance on 
the chief governon Many of them, flattered by these marks of 



mst'ORY OF IRELAND. »ft 

ilsdnctiotty surrendered their poseedsions aud received fresh 
grants of them on military tenure. 

The archbishop of Dublin, Allan, having died about thi^ 
time^ Georjje Browne, an eminent preacher of the Refor* 
mation in London, was appointed to succeed him by the king, 
with a view to forward that important work in Ireland. Several 
Commissioners were sent over with him, who were mstructed 
to confer with the clergy and nobility^ and to endeavour to 
procure from them an acknowledgment of the king^s spiritual 
supremacy. Having begun to execute their instructions, Cro- 
mer, archbishop of Armagh, immediately protested against the 
measure as impious and rebellious against the holy see, from 
which the kings of England held their sovereignty. Leaving 
the commissioners, he summoned the suffragans and clergy of 
his province, and denouncing dreadful curses upon all who 
should give way to the views of the king, commanded them in 
the name of the pope to resist 2II innovation, as they valued 
their eternal salvation. He then dispatched two emissaries to 
the court of Rome,, to represent to it the danger of the churchy 
and to rouse it to the defence of its rights. 

Meantime Browne, by labouring Ho forward the views of the 
king, brought his life several times into imminent danger, and 
iEt length advised that a parliament should be summoned to en- 
Ibrce by law what could not be accomplished by persuasion. 
Accordingly a provincial assembly of the Pale, dignified with 
the appellation of a parliament of Ireland, met on the first day* 
•fMay, one thousand five hundred and thirty*six, which, by 
the intrigues of Henry, enacted that all who should refuse to 
acknowledge his supremacy were guilty of high treason ; that 
the spiritual power of the pope was for ever annulled ; and 
that fSLymeoX shoidd be made to the king of tiie first fruits df 
bishoprics, abbeys, priories, hospitals, and colleges. This pat** 
fiament also renewed the laws against intermarriages with th^ 
colonists and native Irish, and enforced the observance of Eng^^ 
Esh cttstcmis and the use of the English language throughout 
flie Pale. , By these regulations the division between the colo* 
nists and the primitive inhabitants wa^ widened and extended 
more than ever, and two factions were formed within the Pale 
itself which involved the colony in endless dissension and 
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hostility. The whole nation, aboriginals and ndw settlers, with 
exception of a few who favoured the designs of Henry, were at 
this period zealously attached to the doctrines of the church of 
^me« Vindictive as the Irish were to each other and to the 
English, they had hitherto implicitly believed and observed the 
same forms of religious worship. In their wars, though uni- 
form in their detestation of the English, they as often had re- 
course to arms for the annoyance of each other as of them. 
But they were now closely connected by a new bond of union 
with which they were formerly unacquainted, and which they 
could allege to be the cause of atll their future disaffection— the 
defence of the inviolability of their conscience. Several chief- 
tains, on that pretence, rose in arms and acted openly as rebels, 
till they were obliged to submit by the vigorous conduct of the 
deputy. These oppressive measures, however, and the intro- 
duction of base money into the Pale, contributed to render the 
administration of Henry exceedingly unpopular, and to distract 
the short reign of his successor Edward VI. 

Many chieftains, immediately on the accession of this vir- 
tuous yoimg monarch, hoping to profit by his minority, showed 
themselves in arms, and resorted to their ancient practices of 
pillage and warfare. Sir Anthony Bellingham, the deputy, 
however, succeeded in reducing them to obedience. He also 
seized the earl of Desmond, who had begun to relapse into his 
former way of life ; but, instead of punishing him, he prevailed 
on him by conciliating treatment to give sureties for his future 
good conduct, and to continue a true and faithful subject during 
^e remainder of his life. 

Meantime the Reformation was pushed with greater vigour 
than before. The protector, Somerset, having successfully pro- 
ceeded with it in England, determined that the English liturgy, 
together with several other new ordinances, should be introdu- 
ced into the Irish church. Accordingly, Sir Anthony St. Leger, 
who was appointed Lord deputy [1559] was entrusted with the 
management of this important business. Without convening a 
parliament^ die royal Proclamation was published, enjoining the 
clergy to accept the new liturgy in the English tongue. An 
ecclesiastical assembly being called, it was submitted to their 
inspection; when John.Dowdall, an Irishman by birth, who had 
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bc«! promoted to the primacy of Armagh by Henry^ unexpect- 
edly opposed it with the utmost vehemence, and, followed by 
most of his suffragans, retired froni the convention. Archbishop 
Browne and other prelates declared their acceptance; after 
which the assembly broke up. The Liturgy was read in the 
cathedral of Dublin, in presence pf the lord lieutenant, the 
nobility,' and the clergy, on Easter day, one thousand five hun- 
dred and fifty-one. The- primatial dignity was transferred from 
the see of Armagh to that of Dublin ; and Dowdall retiring td 
the Continent, his diocese was bestowed on a prelate named 
Goodacre. John Bale, a man of great learning, and so violent 
an opposer to popery, that his life was in continual danger from 
the populace, was promoted to the see x>f Ossory. But the 
Reformation was far from being effected by these means. The 
aversion of the people to it was supported by the refractory op- 
position of Dowdall, and much increased by the unwarrantable 
conduct of the commissioners appointed to remove relics and 
other objects of superstition, who, without authority plundered 
and exposed to public sale the most valuable furniture of the 
churches. These attempts, therefore, to force the Irish to de- 
part from the religion of their ancestors, and to conform to an 
English ritual, not only caused many present disturbances, but 
contributed to raise the famous insurrection of the earl of Ty- 
rone, who had lately made ample submission to the king and 
accepted an English title. 

The sudden death of Edward, and the short reign of his sis- 
ter and successor Mary, a stupid and sanguinary bigot, zealously 
attached to the cause of popery, and disgraced by a combination 
of the lowest passions and prejudices of the vulgar with almost^ 
every vice usually attendant upon exalted stations, gave a tem- 
porary respite to the troubled state of Ireland. Immediately 
on her accession, she repealed all the acts in favour of protestant- 
ism which had been executed by her father and brother : She 
returned the church to its former dependance on the see of 
Rome : She placed many of the deposed ecclesiastics in their 
former situations : She persecuted the reformers in England 
with unremitting assiduity, committing all who refused to re- 
nounce their opinions without mercy to the flames : the perse- 
cution, however, did not extend tp Ireland^ whither many of 



86 BBTIEW OF TflB 

the heretics fled to escape her fuxy;^ She restored herald, Ae 
only surviving member of the noble family of Kildare, to the 
honours and estates of his ph>genitK}rs* During her re^ mm 
insurrection of the people of Leix and OfaUy was queUed with 
such effect as nearly to occaaion their total e:S:tirpation. Their 
territories were for ever vested in the crown and converted into 
shires; Leix, under the najne of Qaeen's*county, in compHmem 
to the queeoy and Ofally^ under that of King's-county^ from a 
like attention to her husband, IHiilip^ king of Spun- She re» 
duced the army in Ireland to about a thousand men, so coiifi« 
dent was she of the tranquillity c^ the country^ but was obliged 
afterwards to reinforce it^ on account of the increasing conuncH 
tions, and the lawless. conduct of Scotch adventurers^ who coo- 
tinned to land frequently on the island. 

Although the restoration of the church to its iS^n-mer state of 
dependance on the see of Rome gave much satisfaction to the 
great mass ofjhe Irishy yet they seem, upon the whole, to have 
been rather dissatisfied with the administration of Mary. The 
power vested in the lord lieutenant to dispose of the lands of 
Leix and Ofally at the royal pleasure, to the injury of the na- 
tives to whom they had hitherto belonged, and several acts she 
passed with evident intention totally to subvert their civil inde« 
ptndence, appear particulariy to have irritated them. 

Ou Elizabeth^s acce^on to the throne [1558,] she found tho 
Irish better disposed to submit to her government than they had 
been to that of any of her predecessors. Having resolved, 
however, completely to effect the reformation in religion, she 
imprudently reversed the steps of Mary, and renewed the im*- 
politic measures of Henry with still greater severity, 8h6 
adopted, amongst other outrages against the people, the inhuman 
plan of repeopling the whole province of Munster, to the extet* 
mination of the original inhabitants. Great inducements were 
held out to all who would adventure in this scandalous under* 
taking. Estates were ofiered at a smaU rent, on condition ^t 
a certain number of families were planted on them, amcfngst 
whom there were to be no native Irish; and they were promi* 
sed a force sufficient for the defence of their frontien. To Sir 
Walter Raleigh and many other persons of power and distinc- 
tion« considerable portions of territoty were on these terms ini-. 
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quilDDaly gnDQited# Tb^ people were encaged by i^ ttrldlrarjr 
measure, and though forced to affect submisgionf waited only 
for a favourable opportunity to dhake off the yoke by whick tbe; 
were oppressed. 

Hie chieftains, especially in the north, were soon in arms a 
and so formidable did they kt length become^ that the queei^ 
was forced to submit to treat with them« The cessation of 
arms that ensued was only a temporary respite. Hostilities 
quickly recommenced ; and for the first time [1596} a regulax 
system of rebellion against English government was organised 
in Ireland. The most formidable of the rebels was O^Nia}, 
who, disdaining his title of earl of Tyrone, boldly assumed that 
of king of Ulster, and entered into a correspondence with Spain^ 
from whence he was furnished with a supfdy of arms and am^ 
munition. The queen* sent over her favourite, the eari of 
Essex, as lord deputy, with an army of twenty thousand men. 
During the violent struggle which ensued, acts of the deepest 
atrocity were committed by both parties. The English arma 
were for several years unsuccessful; but mutual devastation soon 
rendered the country, however fertile, incapable of supporting 
its inhabitants. Many fell dally by the sword : more were de« 
stroyed by famine. The putrid exhalations from multitudes of 
carcases, left every where exposed to the air, brought on a pes- 
tileoce, which, added to innumerable other calamities, threat* 
encd completely to annihilate the Irish race. The army of 
Tyrone diminished rapidly i while the English were supported 
by seasonable supplies of fresh provisions from sea. Reduced 
to the last extremity, O^Nial was obliged to make overtures of 
accommodation. After much treachery, evasion, and many 
pretended submissions, he was at length obliged to yield in good 
earnest. He fell upon his knees before the deputy, and peti« 
tioned for mercy with an air and aspect of distress. He sub- 
scribed his submission in the most ample manner and form. 
He im|>lored the queen's most gracious commiseration; and 
humbly sued to be restored to his dignity and the state of a 
subject which he had justly forfeited. He utterly renounced the 
name 6f O^Nial, which he had assumed on account of the ve- 
neration in wlMch it was held by the pe<^le. He abjured all. 
foreign power, and all dependency except on the crown of 
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BnglancL He resigned all claim to aoy lands, exceplting sucli 
as should be conferred upon him by letters patent; promising 
at the same time to assist the state in abolishing all barbarous 
customs and in establishing law and introducing civilization 
among his people. The lord deputy, on the part of the queen, 
promised a full pardon to him and all his followers ; to himsdif 
the restoration of his blood and honours, with a new patent for 
his lands, except some portions resgrved for certain chieftains 
received into favour, and some foi^^ use of English garrisons. 

Thus ended this formidable rebellion ; but it was a melan- 
choly consideration that the reduction of Ireland to a state of 
$ullen submission, through famine^ pestilence, and bloodshed,, 
cost England near four millions and a half of money: a sum 
which, in that age, was truly enormous, and to the support of 
which her resources were by no means adequate* 

No insurgent now remained in the kingdom who had not 
detained or sued for mercy. Many, indeed, had been forced 
to make their escape to the Continent, where they subsisted 
themselves by serving in the armies of Sp^n: and thus d 
race of Irish exiles was trained to arms^ filled with a malignant 
resentment against the English. The ghasdiness of famine and 
desolation was now somewhat enlivened by the restoration of 
tranquillity, though the price of provisions had increased to so 
exorbitant a pitch that it is astonishing the inhabitants were 
able to subsist; every article. having advanced to at least four 
times the value it had bore but a fevf years before. 

With the rebellion ended the reign of Elizabeth, a princess 
distinguished by the wisdom and vigour of her administration in 
England, but who appears to have miserably mistaken her true 
interest in Ireland. Enthusiastically beloved by the English, 
she drew on herself the detestation of her Irish subjects. 
Politic and artful, she hoped the blackness of her actions would 
never be exposed to the light of truth. Her debaucheries, 
however, escaped not the observation even of her own times. 
Since then,, her character has justly been painted in all its ge- 
nXiine blackness and deformity. Perfidious and deceitful, she 
hesitated at no step, however vile, which tended to forward 
her views ; and she advanced in iniquity with a cautious cir- 
'Oimspection that proves her villany to have been as delibwate 
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SL9 her principles were depraved. Her *treacherous and cnuel 
treatment of the amiable arid accomplished, though unfortunate 
Mary, queen of Scots, who fled to her for protectioipi against the 
attempts of her rebellious subjects, unjustly detaining her many 
years in prison on the groundless charges of her enemies, the 
effects of her own intrigUes, and whom she at length caused to 
be beheaded, though conscious of her innocence and of her own 
duplicity, will stand to her eternal dishonour, and to - the dis- 
grace of that legislature which suffered so flagrant a violation of 
the laws of justice and humanity to be inflicted on the person of 
a sovereign prince, a fugitive whom it was bound by eveiy 
principle of honour to cherish and to protect !— To gratify the 
injustice, the passions, or the caprice of a monarch, to what 
degradations, to what abject compliances, has not an English 
legislature descended 7 

• See \Vhittaker*s Mary Queen of Scots Vindicated^ 
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TO Elizabeth succeeded, under the title of James I. James 
the sixth king of Scotland, a descendant of Henry YIL by the 
female line, a prince eminent for profound erudition and a pa- 
cific temper, though unskilled in politics and rather pedantic* 
Under his government, however, Ireland began to assume a 
quite diiFerent appearance. At the time of his accession^ the 
country was so reduced by famine and desolation that all 
thoughts of purchasing independence by a renewal of such ca- 
lamities were abandoned. England, on the other hand, was 
unable longer to support the excessive loss of blood and treas- 
ure which was incurred by her struggles with the Irish. It was 
therefore unquestionably the interest of the crown to endeavour 
to extend its influence not by violent but by amicable means. 
It was no less the interest of the Irish to submit with patience 
to a yoke which they could not shake off. The new monarch 
consequendy endeavoured to ingratiate himself with his Hiber- 
nian .subjects. A report being spread, which was rather en- 
couraged than discountenanced by James, of his being attached 
to the Romish church, tended further to pave the way for the 
peaceable reception of his administration. An act of oblivion 
and indemnity was passed, whereby all offences against the 
crown, all injuries and trespasses committed by subject upon 
subject, were for ever pardoned and extinguished, ilever after- 
wards to be revived. The whole of the Irish were admitted to 
ft full participation of the rights of English subjects. The lords 
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surrendered their lands and received fresh grants of them ac- 
cording to English law. By this means the estates of each 
chief descended by hereditary right to his next heir according 
to the English mode of succession, instead of being conveyed 
to perhaps a distant branch of the sept, a cause of much dis- 
sension and hostility. The new grants were confined to the 
lands actually in possession of each lord ; by which the landed 
interest of the whole island was new modelled, and the landed 
property became permanendy ascertained and fixed, so as in 
future to prevent in part all disputes. 

By the lands which from time to time had been escheated to 
the crown, particularly the forfeiture of the territories of Ty- 
rone and Tyrconnel, who fled the kingdom in consequence of 
an information of high treason having been lodged against them, 
James found himself in possession of a vast tract, consisting of 
near five hundred thousand acres, in the six northern counties of 
Tyrconnel (now called Donegal^ Tyrone, Derry, Fermanagh, 
and Armagh, a tract of country so covered with wood, that it 
afforded a secure retreat not only to rebels, but to great bands 
of Scotch and Irish banditti, who infested the open country; 
and which, but for the seasonable interposition of government, 
might have for ever continued a wild unprofitable waste, dis- 
figuring the face of the country, and destroying the health of 
the people by the noxious vapours which incessantly exhaled 
from it, the pernicious effect of the moisture collected by the 
wood. To dispose of these lands in such a manner as might 
introduce to their inhabitants all the blessings of peace and cul- 
tivation, was an undertaking exactly suited to the genius and 
disposition of James ; and, had not a planting wama, which 
made him extend his plans to the injury of his peaceable sub- 
jects by depriving them oftheir rightful possessions, taken pos- 
session of his breast, would have redounded to his immortal 
honour. He caused surveys to be accurately and expeditiously 
taken of the several counties where the new setdements were to 
be established ; he described particularly the state of each ; he. 
pointed out the situations most proper for the erection of towns 
and castles; he delineated the character of the Irish chieftains, 
the manner in which they should be treated, the temper and 
circumstances of the old inhabitants, the rights of the new 
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purchasers, and the claims of both ; together with the impedi- 
ments to fomier plantations, and the piost proper manner of 
removing them. At his instance it was resolved, That the 
persons to whom lands were assigned should be divided into 
three classes; new adventurers from Great Britain; servitors f 
as they were called, that is, natives who for some time had 
served in Ireland in military or civil offices ; and natives with- 
out distinction. The first, persons bom in Britain,, and chiefly 
Scotch, were perniitted to take tenants only from amongst their 
own countrymen; the second, servitors, were aUowed to choose 
their tenants, either British or Irish^ with the exception of po- 
pish recusants ; to gain the thirds if possible, by lenity and in- 
dulgence, they were under no restriction with regard to the 
religion or birth-place of their tenantry, and were tacitly ex- 
empted from the oath of allegiance, which the two former were 
obliged to take. In the plantations which had formerly been 
attempted, the English and Irish had been mixed together, in 
the fond hope that the former would have civilized and en- 
lightened the latter, and changed their barbarous manners to 
habits of industry and peace. But experience had now shewn 
that the very reverse was the case ; the English quickly con- 
forming to the wild customs and irregular manner of living of 
the Irish. It was therefore thought necessary to plant them in 
separate quarters; and in the choice of these situations the 
errors of former times were carefully avoided. The original 
adventurers from England to Ireland, allured by the rich and 
fertile appearance of the flat and open districts, had imprudently 
settled and built their habitations and their castles in them ; 
driving the primitive possessors into the woods and mountains, 
their natural fortifications. There they kept themselves without 
being so much as known, subsisting ^n the milk of their kine ; 
and as the sexes lived in a state of promiscuous connexion, they 
multiplied to a degree almost above credibility. There they 
held their meetings and formed their conspiracies without being 
discovered. By the wisdom of James's plan, on the other hand, 
the Irish were placed in the most open and accessible parts of 
the country, that their motions might the more easily be watched 
by their neighbours, and that they might gradually be accus- 
.t6med to the regular lives of husbandry and mechanics. To 
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Ae scrvitx)rs were assigned places of the greatest danger,* and 
of the most advantage to the crown ; and to prevent the mur- 
niurings which might arise on account of this apparent hard- 
ship, they were furnished with guards and entertainment until 
the country should be quietly and completely planted* To the 
emigrants from Britain were given stations of the greatest 
strength and command, that they might be enabled to resist all 
attempts from the other divisions. As experience had proved 
die impolicy of making enormous grants to particular lords; en- 
dowed with extensive privileges, who by their exorbitant power 
could at any time interrupt the due ^ministration of justice, 
and as, even in the late reign, portions of land had been grant* 
ed to the queen's favourites so extensive that they were by no 
means able to plant them, the lands were now, according to iht 
scheme of James, to be divided into three grand proportions, 
adapted to the three different classes of settelrsj and these, 
again, were to be subdivided into a number of small shares, the 
largest to consist of two thousand, the next of fifteen hundred^ 
and the least of one thousand English acres, on each of which 
the undertakers were to plant a certain number of families. 

Such Was this famous northern. planting scheme, the benefi- 
cial effects of which were imniediately perceived ; and which 
would effectually have prevented all future disturbances in that 
part of the country, had it been executed according to its ori- 
pnal plan. But the undertakers were capitally deficient in the 
fulfilment of their stipulations. The corporation of London, in 
particular, who had been persuaded to accept considerable por^ 
tions in the county of Deny, and who engaged to expend twen- 
ty thousand pounds on the improvement of the plantation, and 
to build the city of Londonderry and the town of Colerain, have 
been accused of departing much from their engagement. It 
was difficult to find British tenants sufficient to possess the grand 
division into which they alone were to have been admitted. 
The Irish were at hand ; and, though the scheme fixed the 
rents that were to be received for each portion, they by offer- 
ing greater sums, were accepted, and introduced into those 
stations from which diey were originally intended to have been 
excluded; the evil consequences of which were afterwards 
most Severely felt. • 
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Much, rclig^ou* discontent was di^layed throughout tha 
reign of James. The catholic party, while they had power to 
tesist, could not bear to see the protestant reli^on established 
in preference to their own. Op the annunciation of a design 
to summoii a parliament, the only one which had met for twen- 
ty-seven years5 and the first national one which had ever assem-; 
bled^ all the former having been merely colonial meetings or 
partial representations of particular parts of the kingdom^ the 
catholic nobility, clergy, and gentry, excluded from holding 
pffices of trust, miliury or civil, by their refusal to take th^ 
oaths of qualification, though magistrates and lawyers were 'm 
general tacitly permitted to exercise their functions, were griev- 
ously alarmed lest unfavourable desigps should be attempted 
against them, and lest the preponderance of the royal influence 
•should be so great as to insure the completion of such designs. 
To prevent the danger with which they were threatened, they 
and their agents made the greatest exeruons, in all parts of the 
kingdom to have a majority of catholics, returned : But, not- 
withstanding their utmost efforts, the majority, on the. meeting 
of parliament, was in favour of the prot^tants« Of two huur 
dred and thirty-tvyo members, returned for the house pf com- 
mons^ six were absen^, a hundred and twenty-five were protes- 
tants, while the recusants amounted only to a hundred and one* 
The lords consisted of sixteen barons, twenty-five protestant 
prelates, five viscounts, and four earls, of whom a large major- 
ity were in favour of administration. The meeting of the com- 
mons was tumultuous and outrageous* The recusapts loudly 
called for an examination into the legality of the election of 
several protestant members. When the house divided for the 
purpose of electing a speaker, they placed in the chair sir John 
Everard, notwithstanding a m^ority on the opposite side of the 
question; contending that, by the undue. return of their mem- 
bers, the majority of the protestants was the effect of illegality^ 
Sir John Everard was a respectable. recusant, who had resign*- 
ed his seat of a justice of the king's bench, rather than tak^e the 
oaths 6f qualification. After a most outrageous and indec^at 
contest, during which the protestants endeavoured by force to 
drag Everard from the chair, and at length placed in his lap sir 
John Davies, the attorney-general, the. object of thei& choice. 
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the recusants seceded, and declared that they would tate aa 
part in the proceedings of an assembly which they pronounce^ 
unlawful* The lord lieutenant confirmed sir John Davies a^ 
speaker, and prorogued the parliament till the ferment of party; 
spirit should subside. The recusant lords had also seceded. 

The parliament was again convened [1614]f when the vio- 
lence of party was somewhat abated by the management of th«i 
deputy and the prudent conduct of the more thinking recusants* 
It confirmed all the politic measures of James for the abolition 
of odious distinctions between the colonists and the Irish ; an4 
the session was closed by voting to the king, his heirs, and 
successors, two shillings and eightpence in the pound from 
every personal estate of the value of three pounds and upwards, 
from aliens seven shillings and fourpence in the pound; and 
four shillings in the pound from every real estate of the valuer 
of twenty shillings and upwards. An act so liberal could not 
but be agreeable to James^ who in a letter to the deputy ex- 
pressed in high terms his grateful sense of their munificence. 

A convention of the clergy was in the mean time held for 
the purpose of framing a confession of faith for the established, 
protestant church of Ireland. Doctor James Usher, a man 
eminent for learning and abilities, but strongly tinctured with 
Calvtnistic principles, was entrusted with the work of its com-, 
position. It consisted of a hundred and four articles. It re- 
ceived the ratification of the lord deputy; and though a few of 
the articles were disagreeable to the king, yet, from a sense of 
justice, his majesty promoted their compiler to the see of, 
Meath, 

During the remainder of James's reign, nothing worthy of 
particular notice occurred. The system of planting was carried, 
forward with much spirit, though it was far from being con- 
ducted with that prudence by which he had hoped to render 
the blessings of it permanent. Though many vexations and; 
tyrannical stretches of power were exercised by his com- 
missioners) so as to incense numbers of Irish; though the recu- 
sants were grievously oppressed ; though the soldiery and their 
officers exacted considerable sums from the people ; though 
martial law was executed with rigour in time of peace ; and 
though private property was most nefariously invaded in thf 
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prosecution of the king's favourite plantation object, so as to 
reduce many of them to want and misery; yet the country haid 
been so completely subjugated by Elizabeth, and the measures 
of James were in reality attended by so many sensible advan- 
tages, that no disturbances took'place. 

In the year one thousand six hundred and twenty-five, 
Charles I. succeeded to the throne of his father James, at which 
time lord Fautkland, an honest and upright man, but indolent 
and weak, was lord deputy of Ireland*. Charles was by no 
means adequate to the arduous task of conducting the affairs of 
the British islands, at a period when the empire was in a state 
of the greatest fermentation from the religious fanaticism of two 
opposite contending sects and from a variety of other causes* 

At this period no people were more distracted by the spirit 
of tolerance ; no people were more bigotted to and obstinate in 
their opinions; and no people were more unfit to meet the 
destructive consequences of internal * dissension, than the Irish. 
Aggravated by a series of grievous oppressions, the catholics 
watched with rancorous impatience for an opportunity to inflict 
their vengeance on the protestants, whom they regarded in a 
two-fold light of ^abhorrence, as the enemies and destroyers of 
their cilvil liberties, and as damned heretics, accursed in the sight 
of God, to whom they imagined they could perform no service 
more grateful than that of extirpating them, and with them- 
selves their abominable opinions. These dispositions were 
much increased by a bull of pope Adrian YJJI* exhorting them 
to suffer 'death rather than take the oath of supremacy, whereby 
he blasphemously asserted, the supreme power over the church 
was impiously wrested from the hands of the vicar of Christ, 
in opeii rebellion against God Almighty himself. The protes- 
tants, on the other hand, with a spirit hardly less impious, af- 
fecting excessive purity, declared that to tolerate popery would 
be to render themselves accessary to idolatry and the sinful loss 
of souls which were swallowed up in the gulf of catholic apos- 
tacy. The catholics, on the application of the lord deputy 
Faulkland, agreed to support five thousand infantry and five 
hundred horse for the king's service, at theit own charge. 
They were consequently ordered to be treated with indulgence. 
The puritans, however, remonstrated. The deputy continued 
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to execute his instructions. The puritans made misrepresenta- 
tions of his conduct to the cabinet, and he was removed. 

The administration was now lodged in the hands of Ely the 
chancellor and the earl of Cork, who received the title of lords 
justices^ These governors, without any authority, proceeded 
immediately to treat the recusants with the utmost severity, 
threatening all absentees from the protestant church with the 
heaviest penalties. The king expressed his disapprobation of 
their proceedings, which augmented the boldness of the popish 
party. A fraternity of Carmelites assembled a multitude of 
their followers to hear divine service according to the rites of 
the catholic church, in one of the most public places in Dublin. 
On the approach of the chief magistrate and the archbishop 
with a body of troops to disperse them, they tumultuously at- 
tacked and put the soldiery to flight. Charles, provoked by 
this public outrage, seized fifteen catholic religious houses and 
a catholic college ; the former he retained for his own use ; the 
latter he assigned to the university of Dublin^ to be employed 
as a place of protestant education. The penal laws were exe- 
cuted with the utmost rigour throughout the kingdom ; and, by 
the advice of the lords justices, the army was ordered by the 
king to be supported out of the fines imposed upon the catholics 
for non-attendance on the established worship : a measure of 
great grievance to the recusants, and attended with but trifling 
emolument to the crown. 

In the year one thousand six hundred and thirty-three com- 
menced the celebrated administration of lord Wentworth, a 
man of imperious disposition, violent temper, haughty, tyranni- 
cal, and absolute^ but who tempered these vices in his constitu- 
tion by the distinguished wisdom of his conduct. With a con- 
viction that the people of Ireland were nothing more than the 
inhabitants of a conquered country, he determined to treat 
them as mere slaves, and to keep no object in view but the in- 
terest of his royal master. On his landing he summoned the 
council, but contemptuously neglected to require the presence 
of several of the members. This insult was aggravated by his 
conduct to the rest, whom he kept in waiting full two hours 
before he deigned to make his appearance ; and when he did 
show himself) he entered in a careless indifferent manner. 
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t^rithout condescending to make an apology for the delay. He 
waved the business for which they had been assembled, and en- 
joined them with an authoritative air and tone to represent in 
their sever^ districts die favour offered by the king to such as 
would compromise for the renewal of their defective titles to 
their estates, and to convince the protestants that the support of 
die royal army was absolutely necessary for their defence. On 
the next day, when the council was again summoned, they 
evinced an unwillingness to supply the king's necessities beyond 
the present year. Wentworth, enraged, proudly informed them 
that he had summoned them, not from necessity, but from a 
willingness that they should have an opportunity to display 
their loyalty and zeal ; . and that, at the peril of his head, he 
would undertake to provide for the king's troops amongst them 
without their assistance. Awed by his lofty demeanour and 
by the allusion he made to the odious practice of free quar- 
ters, they abjectly agreed to furnish another year's provision, 
to be levied on the protestants, the catholics having provided 
for the last. 

The next step of Wentworth was to summon a parliament, 
in the lower house of which he hoped to be able to balance the 
catholic and protestant parties, and to tamper privately with 
each. The custom of consulting the lords of the I*ale, pre- 
viously to its being convened, was contemptuously neglected. 
When the council appeared disinclined to observe the mode pre- 
scribed by him with respect to the bills to be transmitted, he 
interrupted their consultations, and informed them that they 
were not to consider what might be agreeable to the people but 
what might please the king. On the meeting of parliament, 
no less than six entire subsidies, consisting of two hundred and 
forty thousand potmds, were voted by the commons, who re- 
lied on the royal promise to grant fresh patents for the estates 
in Connaught and in the county of Clare. The deputy, how- 
ever, having secured the subsidies, so far from fulfilling this 
promise, proceeded immediately to take steps for seizing every 
estate in Connaught, with a view to establish a new plantation 
throughout the whole province. In the prosecution of this 
his favpurite scheme, he advanced first to Roscommon, the in- 
habitants of Leitrim having already consented to the surrendry 
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of their iancb. Haying called a jury of the pritjaGipal. men of 
the county, he informed them, at the head of the commission- 
ers of the plantation, that the scheme would be attended with 
great advantage to their country, tihat the king had no interest 
in it beyond the welfere of his people ; that their consent was. 
by no means necessary to establish the king^s title, but that it- 
was his majesty's wish they should share in the. gloijy of execut* 
ing a scheme so beneficial to the commonwealth and to themselves ; 
and that, if they did not return a favourable verdict, the right- 
fill claims of their sovereign would be enforced by a n^re sum* 
mary mode of procedure. Conscious of the violent and deter-* 
mined character of the deputy, intimidated by his lofty spirit^^ 
and terrified into submission by his menaces, the jury found a^ 
title for the king# Their example was followed without hesita- 
Uon by the inhabitants of Mayo and Sligo. But the jury of. 
Galway, more spirited than those of the former counties, pe- 
renaptorily refused to acknowledge a tide in the crown. Went* 
worth, exasperated by their obstinacy, imposed on each of 
them the enormous fine of .four thousand pounds, and seized 
on their persons and estates till t^ie suni^ should be psdd. On 
the sheriff, also, he adjudged a fine of one thousand pounds for 
having returned such a jury. 

These and other ha^ and imperious measures of lord 
Wentworth were attended with such imiversal detestation, that 
complaints against his administration at length reached the ears 
of the king. He was recalled; but, on representing his con* 
duct personally to his majesty, was Confirmed in his authoritj^ 
with still greater powers than before, and was created earl of 
Strafford and knight of the garter. 

On his return he convened a parliament, which readily voted 
to the king six more subsidies ; but which at the same time 
drew up a very strong remonstrance, setting forth in fourteen 
separate articles the grievaiices under which the nation labour* 
ed ; and appointed a committee to convey it to London. He 
next, alarmed at the critical posture of the king's a^airs both in 
England and Scotiand, raised a body of nine thousand men for 
his assistance, eight thousand of whom were qatholicS) on whose 
loyalty and zeal he knew he could best depend. 

Meantime the committee appointed to convey the rcmon- 

G 
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istrance of parliuient, had been received with particular favour 
fay the popular party, who expected considerable assistance from 
them in the execution of the favourite design then in ag^tation^^ 
the overthrow of the earl of Strafford. Their public instruc- 
tions directed them to apply to the king only for redress ; but 
Aey were privately ordered to address themselves to the En- 
glish house of commons, a power then growing every day 
stronger than the throne. This step alarmed the earl of Straf- 
ford, who perceived in it the first symptom of his danger. Bjr 
die advice of Charles^ however, who assured him he still had 
power to save him, he fatally, contrary to the dictates of his 
own judgment and the urgent solicitations of his friends, re- 
paired to London and gave himself up to the parliament, by 
which he was impeached^ committed to custody^ and afterwards 
ordered to suiFer death as a traitor. Before the execution of 
Strafford, die king made a speech to the house of lords, in 
which he assured them he was well convinced the earl had been 
guilty of high misdemeanours, but that he could by no means 
think he had ima^ned high treason. Notwid^tanding this ac« 
knowledgment of the earl's misconduct, however, so infiituated 
Was Charles with his favourite's system, and so implicated was 
he himself in all the acts of his administration, that, by his ad« 
vice, he appointed his kinsman sir Henry Wandcsworth to suc- 
ceed him in the lord lieutenancy* On the death of Wandes- < 
worth, which quickly followed his appointment, he deputed sir 
William Parsons and lord Dillon, another relative of Strafford, 
as lords justices of the kingdom : but finding Dillon was ex- 
ceedingly disagreeable to the Irish, he afterwards cancelled the 
commission^ and appointed sir John Borlase in his stead. Im- 
mediately on the commencement of the exercise of their 
functions, these ministers proceeded to re-establish through* 
out the kingdom the former moderation in the execution' 
of government, mollifying the rigorous measures of Straf- 
ford, and adapting their conduct to the lawB and establidiied 
customs of the realm. 

About diis time Charles began to be seriously alarmed at 
the symptoms of disaflection which began to appear in Ireland. 
Conscious of the repeated instances of insincerity widi which 
he had treated diem, he attempted oy a last effort to recover 
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the affections of his injured subjects* In a letter he directed 
the lords justices to publish to the people all the royal graces 
he had formerly promised them ; and to assure them that they 
should henceforth more particularly enjoy his £sivour and pro* 
taction. Botii houses of parliament returned thanks to his n^i* 
jesty for the publication of his graces, and prayed that the pre- 
sent parliament should not be dissolved nor prorogued untU 
laws should be prepared for the redress of all grievances. As 
the chancellor Bolton had insinuated a doubts on a charge against 
him, whether, since the enacting of a law, called the law of Poyn- 
ings, the Irish house of lords had power of judicature in capital 
cases, both houses joined in a splemn protestation declaring that 
the court of parliament ever was and is the supreme judicatorj^ 
of the reainu After the transaction of this and some other 
business, both houses of parliament adjourned, during whidi 
recess the grand rebellipn of one thousand six hundred and 
forty-one broke out. 



CHAPTER V- 



THE hatr€ld of the old Irish to the English for what they 
esteemed the usurpation of their country ; the grievous and op- 
pressive measures which still continued to be enforced by the 
commissioners and agents of plantation ; the dispossessing of 
private property by chicane and the revival of obsolete claims 
of the crown; the insincerity and faithless conduct of the king, 
who evaded the fulfilment of his promises to the recusants; the 
insolent and impolitic behaviour of the new adventurers, who 
treated the whole of the natives of Ireland, both of Irish and 
English bloody as traiterous and disaffected slaves, and selfishly 
represented them ^ such to the government ; the violent doc- 
^ines of ecclesiastics educated on the C!pntinent, who laboured 
with unwearied assiduity to instil into the minds of the people 
the most deep-rooted hatred to heretical opinions and an hereti- 
cal government; the secret and cautious proceedings of the pu- 
ritans, who by a series of aggressions, provoked the recusants 
frequendy to take arms, in order that ihey might become ob- 
noxious to administration, which, by treating them with rigour^ 
might be deprived of the advantages resulting from catholic 
loyalty, during that contest with the power of the crown which 
they themselves meditated; all contributed to foster the latent 
spark of disaffection which now exploded with such destructive 
effects. The government, lulled into a fatal security by the 
many fahe rumours of conspiracies, plots, treasons, and insur- 
rections, which from time to time continued to be spread 
abroad, took no precautionary steps to meet the impending dan- 
ger. Even the intelligence transmitted from the British cabinet 
that great numbers of Irish ecclesi^tics had poured into the 
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kingdom from Spain, and that it was the opinion of the cabinet 
that a rebellion would soon take place, appears not to have 
roused the lords justices from the imaccountable lethargy into 
which they had sunk. 

The conspirators, the principal of whom were Roger Moore, 
head of a reduced family in Queen's County, a peneti-ating and 
judicious man, and possessed of a most insinuating address ; 
Connor Macguire, baron of Enniskillen; sir Phelim O'Nial 
(or O'Neal, as the word is now written,) grandson of the ^fa- 
mous rebel earl of Tyrone; Turlagh O'Neal, brother to sir 
Phelim ; sir James Dillon ; Philip Reily ; Hugh Mac-Mahon ; 
Bichard Plunket ; and many others of inferior note ; having 
prepared every thing for the execution of the plot, and raised 
a considerable body of troops under pretence of employing 
them in the service of Spain, appointed the twenty-third day , 
of October, one thousand six hundred and forty-one, as the 
most proper time for rising universally in arms. Moore, Byrne, 
and Macguire were to surprise the castle of Dublin with two 
hundred men, while a considerable number were to follow for 
their support, and to take possession of the city. The for- 
tresses in Ulster were to be seized by diflferent chieftains, who, 
after having accomplished their several tasks, were to form a 
junction with sir Phelini, and under his direction to march with 
their united forces to Dublin. On the twenty-second of Octo- 
ber, the day before the intended surrection, Moore and the • 
other chieftains appointed to take the castle assembled in the 
capital, where they found only eighty of their men. They 
spent the day, however, flattering themselves that the remain- 
der, of their number would join them before the moment of ac- 
tion ; and, .falling on their knees, with inuch solemnity drank 
success to their enterprise. On this critical evening a full dis- 
covery of the plot was made to the lords justices, by a servant 
of sir John Clotworthy, named Owen O'Connolly, and the dis- 
covery was quickly followed by the arrest of Mac-Mahon and 
Macguire, who were afterwards hanged as traitors at Tyburn. 
Moore, Byrne, and the other leaders effected their escape^ 
The castle, however, notwithstanding this discovery, might still 
have been taken, as it was defended by only about fifty men 
yme4 with halbert«, had the conspirators persevered in their 
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determination. It contained fifteen hundred barrels of gun- 
powder, an immense quantity of bulleta and matches^ ten thou- 
sand stand of arms, and thirty-iive pieces of cannon, fuUy 
equipped. The arrival of sir Francis WiUoughby, governor 
of the fort of Galwayy a brave and experienced officer, tended 
to soothe the apprehensions of the citizens. By his advice the 
lords justices and council retired wi&in the castle; with the de- 
fence of which he was entrusted, together with that of the 
rity. A proclamation was issued on the twenty^third, announc- 
. mg^ the discovery of a most treasonable and detestable conspi* 
racy, imagined by the ill affected Irish papists throughout the 
kingdom; and exhorting all friends to goveroment to provide for 
their own defence and that of the state. The catholic lords and 
gentlemen of the Pale, excepting to the general terms of this 
proclamation, immediately waited on the lords justices and 
council ; and, expressing their abhorrence of, and innocence in, 
-taking any part in the revolt, demanded arms for their own de- 
fence and the annoyance of the insurgents. These were refused 
coldly, on pretence of a scarcity. On the twenty-ninth, 
however, the lords justices and council issued an explanatoiy 
proclamation, intimating that by Irhh papists they meant H^ 
old Irish of Ulster, smd not the English catholics of the Pale, 
or^throughout the rest of die realm. The jealousy of the justices, 
who were strongly attached to the puritanic party, prevented the 
catholics of the north from suppressing the insurgents ; and they 
are with great appearance of justice suspected to have even 
checked every exertion for that purpose, in the bas^ and dishon- 
ourable hope of profiting by the forfeitures of those who, 
emboldened by their apparent want of support, might join in 
the rebellion. 

Meantime the. rebels in Ulster had risen with alacri^ at the 
appointed time; and with such spirit and activity did they push 
forward their operations, that in the course of eight days they 
had acquired full possession of the counties of Tyrone, Monag^ 
han, Longford, Leitrim, Fermanagh, Caven, Donegal, and 
Deny, and part of the counties of Armagh and Down. They 
confined their attacks every where to the English settlements, 
and, as had been previously agreed on, left the Scottish planters 
for the present unmolested. The English were the objects of 
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their resentment: the measures of a puritanic government the 
subject of their complaint. England and English tyranny 
were evety where thundered against with tremendous 
imprecations, and held up by every party as worthy of 
the utmost detestation. The spirit of the rebels was 
kept alive by assurances of support and assistance* Their 
leaders sometimes affirmed that the Scotch were about to join 
them in the glorious eiFort to extirpate the English $ sometimes 
lliat they themselves had risen by order of the queen, who was 
a catholic ; sometimes ^t they acted under authority of the 
English parliament : These pretences being laid aside as dan- 
gerous to their cause^ sir Phelim O^Neal produced a parchment 
with the great seal appending to it^ which he declared to be 
a commission from the king for taking arms. This he refused 
to submit to inspection ; but seven days afterwards a forged 
commission was publicly^ produced, with the great seal fixed to 
it, which had been torn from the parchment above mentioned* 
It was notified with great solemnity to the rebel confederates^ 
and contributed much to exhilerate their spirits, while the pu« 
ritan protestaHts, who regarded Charles with an eye "of deep 
distrust, dismayed at the sight of the great seal, declared that 
they were a « soldpeopk.^ The commission declared in the 
uame of the king, that " For die preservation of his royal per* 
^' son he had long been obliged to take up his residence in 
'^ Scodand, occasioned by the disobedience of the English par* 
^ liament, which had deprived him of his royal power and 
<^ prerogative, and assumed the government and administradoa 
^ d[ die realm ; that as these stomtB blow cUoft^ and are likely 
** to be carried into Ireland by the vehemency of the proteatant 
*^ party, he hath given full power to his catholic subjects to as* 
^ semble and consult, to seize all places of strength, except 
" those of the Scots, and to arrest the goods and persons of all En- 
" glish;^©fr*^an^* within the kingdom of Ireland." The lords jus- 
ticesi'^immediately on the first report of this commission,, endea- 
voured to counteract its tendency by publishing a proclamation in 
which they warned the subjects to be on their guard against the ef- 
fects of false and seditious rumours, derogatory to the honour of the 
crown. Roger Moore, also, who considered sir Phelim'sdevice as 



Se REVIEW OF THE 

impolitic, published a manifesto, in which he tacitly acknowledgecl 
the non-existence of a royal commission, and merely called upon 
the catholics to arm in order to prevent their own destruc- 
tion, to support the king against the adherents of the English 
parliament, and to defend the protestant establishment from the 
attempts of the seditious puritans. 

As soon as the protestants, who had retreated to a place- of 
security, recovered from the consternation into which they were 
at first thrown, the progress of the rebels was checked. In 
many skirmishes and assaults they were completely foiled, par- 
ticularly in several actions in the counties of Donegal and Fer- 
managh, where the casde of lord Macguire was taken by 
storm. THie confidence of the protestants, raised by these par- 
tial successes, was considerably augmented by the arrival of 
fifteen hundred men, provided with arms, ammunition, and a 
sum of money, whdm the king had dispatched fnim Scodand to 
their assistance. The rebels, however, by no means discomfited 
by these defeats, boldly resolved on the attack of Carrickfergus, 
the chief post of the loyal party in Ulster. As a preliminary 
step towards the accomplishment of this splendid design, they 
determined to obtain possession of Lisbum, a Scottish settle- 
ment about sixteen miles to the south from the castle, for the 
plan of leaving the Scots unmolested had long been departed 
from. For the reduction of this post, sir Phelim detached 
four thousand well appointed insurgents, who on the twenty- 
eighth of November made a furious and obstinate assault. 
The Scots received them with cool intrepidity ; and though the 
assailants penetrated several times into the town and reduced it 
to ashes, succeeded in completely routing them with the loss of 
fifteen hundred men, three times the number of the whole gar- 
rison. The rebels, provoked by this defeat, wreaked their im- 
potent rage on their miserable prisoners. The insurrection 
had been so totally unexpected by the English protestants, that 
great numbers had fallen into the power of their enemies with- 
out resistance, and had been either thrown into confinement 
under the cruel apprehension of a horrible death ; or, driven 
naked from their habitations, exposed to all the inclemencies of a 
winter particularly severe, were suffered to faint and expire on 
the roads, or to crawl to places of security, in all the ghastliness 
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of cold, fear, and famine. Those prisoners they had now in 
their power experienoed the full effects of their implacableiury. 
Humanity shudders at the ru^Iess scenes which successively 
presented themselves. Lord Caulfield was basely and wanton- 
ly murdered. Fifty others, at the same time and in the same 
place, fell by catholic poniards.* Many, confined in different 
^aces, were brought out on pretence of being conducted to 
English settlements :f they were- goaded forward by their 
guards like beasts, to whom their torments afforded subject 
of brutal mirth and savage exultation. Sometimes they en- 
closed them in some house or castle, which they set on fire, and^ 
spectators of the shocking scene, heard their cries and saw 
them consumed with a barbarous indifference4 Sometimes they 
plunged them into the first river they met: from die bridge of 
Portadown in the county of Down no fewer than one hundred 
and ninety were at once precipitated into the stream.^ Some- 
times " Irish ecclesiastics were seen encouraging the carnage. 
" The women forgot the tenderness of their sex, pursued the 
*' English with execrations, and imbrued their hands in blood. 
** Even childreni^ in their feeble malice, lifted the dagger against ' 
*' the helpless prisoners. They who escaped the utmost fury of 
<' the rebels languished in miseries horrible to be described. 
" Their imaginations were overpowered and di3ordered by the 
" recollection of tortures and butchery. In their distraction 
".every tale of horror was eagerly received, and every sug- 
*'gestion of frenzy and melancholy believed implicitly. Mi- 
^ raculous escapes from deaths niiraculous judgments on mur- 
«' derers, lakes and rivers of blood, marks of slaughter indelible 
« by every human effort, visions of spirits diaunting hymns^ 
** ghosts rising from rivers and shrieking out revenge ; these 
^^and such like fancies were propagated and received as 
^ incontestable."^ The protestants, on the other hand, began 
to show a spirit no less diabolical. The British isettlers in 
places of security forgot that their suffering brethren had been 
frequendy rescued from the hands of the rebels by the inter- 
position of the old natives. Their hatred and abhorrence to the 

* Leland, from manuscript depositions of the county of Antrim, 
t Id. Ibid. * Id. Ibid.- § Id. Ibid. f Id. Ibid. 
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Irish race W95 so violent and indiscriminate, as to render 
them guil^ of acts equally atrocious with those which hs^d ex- 
cited their abhorrence. The garrison of Carrickfergus, in par- 
ticular, inflamed by an habitual antipathy to popery, beheld the 
Irish with implacable^ detestation. In one fatal night they is- 
sued forth from the. castle into a neighbouring district, called 
Island Macgee, where a number of the poorer romanist$., peace- 
ajble and inoffensive subjects, untainted with rebellion, resided, 
a^ in a place of safety under the protection of the garrison; 
and^ assailing them in their beds,, with deliberate cruelty mas- 
tered the whole without distinction ; old men sinking under 
^e burden of age and accumulated infirmities^ women in la- 
bour, children at th^ breast^ all fell victims alike to the cold- 
blooded barbarity pf their merciless assailants ! 

Meantime the lords justices, on the full discovery of a plot 
of general insurrection, hiid sent O'Qponolly, the informer,, 
^ith intelligence to the earl of lieice^ter, who resided in En- 
gland under the title of lord Ueutenant. Sir Heniy Spotswoo^ 
was dispatched at the same time to Edinburgh with the same^ 
intelligence to the king. The uafprtunate Charles,- incapable, 
of rendering any assistance towards suppresSng the rebellio%| 
devolved the management of the affairs of Ireland on the En- 
glish parliament, whose determined plan w^ totally to subvert, 
|he royal authority. The parliament assumed this concession 
in its most extensive signification, and resiolved to use the pow- 
er with which they were entrusted as a fit instrument, to for- 
•ward their designs. Confident in their own power, on which 
they relied for being at any time able to crush the insurgent^ 
they were careful not to hasten the termination of the war, 
which would deprive tliem of the meaxis of extending their in- 
fluence by patronage, the levying of monty^ and the providing 
of arms, which they intended ultimately to employ against 
the king> tliough for the present apparently against the rebels. 

Closely connected with the popular party, and influenced by 
the hope of private emolument, the lords justices, especially 
Parsons, threw every obstacle in the way of putting an end to 
the rebellion, and the dreadful train of miseries and bloodshed 
by which it was attended. When proclamations were issued 
o&ring p#«:dons to the rebels^ they were clogged with so many 
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tio ^eet ; and iHien the English pariidmenl at kngth ordiered 
them to publish a general full pardon to all who should laj^ 
down their arms, wrthin a certain time, diey eladed the execu^ 
tion of the order. When the catholic lords and g^ndemeA 
of the Pale, whose houses had been plundered and burned, 
whose lands had been destroyed, whose tenants had been mur^ 
dered by the earl of Ormond under these parliamentat}' justices^ 
ivhen these very catholics, notwithstanding all these grievance^ 
^nd oppt^ssions, again tendered their best services to goverh*- 
ment, in order to put a stop to the insttrrection, now becoming 
general throughout the whcie kingdom,* dieir overtures wer6 
rejected with insult and contempt. The earl of GastlehaveA 
Was unjttsdy imprisoned, ahd sir John Read mo^t iniquitously 
put to torture^ fca- wlmt was termed officious interference. Thfe 
catholics of tlve Pale, #ius left imarmed and eitposed to thfe 
Ydbels, were ctonsequendy obliged to pay them heavy contribu- 
\i0aii for thfeit good treatment. Incensed by these unjust, irrr- 
tattng, and impolitic measures, they were, in self-defence, to^- 
^tha: with the rest of the wfeU affected catholic body through- 
out the kingdom, compelled to coalesce with the rebels ; a coalt- 
ticftvili this^ as in almost etety other instance, the pure result of 
the t3rrismical atid imprudent conduct of the protestahts, and 
which most unwarrantably has been branded with the apellatioh 
of an unnatural it^bellion^ though the eathblics,- notwithstanding 
die many harsh oppressions under which they laboured, seem 
to have been indubitably the most loyal subjects the state con- 
tahled* Their oath of confederacy was couched in the most 
loyal^ tnodetate, and conciliating terms, and they declared 
themselves ready at all times to confer with commissioners^ 
<h>m the govemtoent fpt* the pacification df the country. They 
sent a deputation to the king, petitioning him to listen to thei^ 
f;tievances, and erpressii^ their loyalty and attachment to his 
person and government in the most explicit terms. Charies in 
€c^sec(uence signed a commission oh the fourteenth of January, 
sixteen hnndred and forty-two, by which he directed the mar- 
quis of Ormond, the earls of Clanrickard and Roscommon, 
viscount Moore, sir Thomas LucaS) sir Mainrice Eustace, and 
Thomas Beurki, esq. to confer with the principal confederates^ 
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axul to receive from them m iii[iiting what they haS to p»>p<mnd. 
The marquis of Ormonde a man of great personal courage and 
considerable military talents, but ambitious, vindictive, baughtyf 
jand impatient of control, was impressed with so malignant a 
hatred to the catholicsy that he not only disobeyed his sovereign 
i;i this and all other attempts conducive to their. welfarcf but, 
■for the sake of grattfying his antipathy to them, meanly de- 
scended to execute the orders of his determined enemies* A 
committee, sent over by the English parliament contrary to the 
express commands of the king» were received by the lords jus^ 
tices with much respect, who recognized their authority* With- 
out his majesty's consent they were admitted into the privy 
counciU where their opinions gave the tone to the decisions of 
the board* Preferring to obey the orders of this eommittee to 
the pacific injunctions of Charles, Ormond marched towards 
Soss with an army of six thousand men* In this expedition 
nearly one thousand Irish were slain* Ormor.d was the ovly 
one of the commissioners appointed by the king who did not 
attend the meeting of the confederates at Trim^ where they de- 
livered to the others a very full remonstrance of all their grievr 
ancesy which was transmitted to the throne* 

The king, deeply affected by this remonstrance, informe4 the 
lords justices that he had authorised the marquis of Ormond to 
treat with the confederates lor a cessation of hostilities for. one 
year; and ordered them to give effectual assistance to forward 
the same* Sir William Parsons was superseded and indicted 
to stand trial for opposing the cessation and other high crimes 
and ^misdemeanours ; and Sir Henry Tichbumey being known 
decidedly to favour the cessation^ was appointed to succeed 
him as colleague to Sir John Borlase* Ormand again received 
an order from the lords justices, by the king's command, to 
cpnfer with die xonfederates at Casde Martin in the comity o£ 
Kildare^ on the twenty-third of June, one thousand six hundred 
and forty-two* When the commissioners of the confederates 
met him he treated them with all the tyrannical insoletice of a 
haughty superior. He indigAantiy called for the authority Igr 
which they appeared, and when they produced a copy of die 
authority which they had received from the supreme^ council 
of the confederate catholics at Kilkenny, he superciliously con- 
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tested tlieir'dtley and questioned the facts referred to in the 
writings*. He peremptorily rejected the condition insisted upon 
by the confederates of the dissolution of the present and the 
callingof a new parliament, notwithstanding the king's posi- 
tive commands to gratify them in that particular. By this con- 
duct and many other contrivances to which he had recourse, 
the cessation was delayed till the seventh of September, sixteen 
hundred and forty-three, when Charles's wishes and positive 
comaiands were at length acceded to. Ormond procured from 
them a voluntary contribution of thirty thousand pounds, and a 
reinforcement of several thousands of their best troops for the 
service of their sovereign in Scotland, who conducted them- 
selves in such a manner as to reflect honour on the country 
from which they were sent, and to render essential services to 
the royal cause. 

No sooner was the treaty of cessation signed, than the nor- 
thern army, as well as die rest of die king's forces, all under the 
command of Ormond^ rejected it, and immediately taking the 
covenant, offered to follow dieir leader Monrpe, whenever he 
should march against the Irish. About the same time lord In- 
chiquin revolted ; and administered an oath to each of his fol- 
lowers for the extirpation of popery and the extermination of 
the Irish. 

Meantime the confederates continued to send over so many 
and such effectual supplies to the king, that on the twenty- 
fourth of October, sixteen hundred and forty-four, the parlia- 
ment issued this bloody decree :— " That no quarter should be 
** given to any Irishman or papist born in Ireland that should 
^ be taken in hostility against the parliament, either upon sea 
** or in England and Wales." The hostilities daily committed 
upon the confederates by Monroe in Ulster, Sir Charles Coote 
in Connaug^t, and lord Inchiquin in Munster, caused them to 
petition the marquis of Ormond, now created lord lieutenant, 
either to put himself at their head, or at least to permit them to 
arm against those who, by violating the cessation of arms, acted 
as avowed enemies to the crown. The craft}^ Ormond, how- 
ever, who beheld the catholics with the utmost antipathy, though 
fully sensible of their loyalty, not choosing to acknowledge 
them as the best friends to government, artfully evaded the 
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petition ; and at Ae ^ame tittie by the uiibbuttded sway he J>os- 
sessed over the mind of Ms royal master^ he contrived with 
consummate art to delay the peace in opposition to the king's 
pressing aiid positive commands, until such a measure was ren- 
dered unavailing by the cessation of the exercise of the royal 
authority> on the imprisonment of the king's person, in the 
year sixteen hundred and fifty- six. 

Thwarted and disappointed as he was in his favourite object 
of ingratiating himself with the confederated catholics; and pro* 
voked by the conduct of Ormond in Ais and other fiarticularsy 
the unfortunate monsuxh could yet never summon sufficient re* 
solution to reprobate the proceedings of his favourite, and openly 
to avow a decided approbation of the catholics. Being fearful, 
however, that they might be alienated from his cause, he en- 
deavoured to effect by secret influence what he had not courage 
to do by the public exercise of his authority. He granted to 
the earl of Glamorgan, a catholic nobleman, 6ne of the beads of 
the confederacy, extraordinary powers for the express purpose 
of counteracting the measures of Ormond, and ^pledged himself 
to ratify whatever he should think proper to ^grant the catholics; 
Aey having ** by their supplied testified their zeal to our ser- 
** vice." After this acknowledgement of the loyalty abd zeal 
of the confederates from the king himself, it is but fair to con- 
dttde that their subsequent endeavours to obtain succours from 
Spain, Italy^ and Lorraine, were dictated by a wish to render 
atiU more effectual assistance to Charles, who himself drew" 
ccmsiderable aid from the san^ quarters. 

Charles, however, notwithstanding all his professions, still 
never seriously meant to support the confederates, who conti- 
Hued to be the dupes of his duplicity and the victims of the 
malevolence of Ormond. By his intrigues they were prevailed 
upon, contrary to the advice of the * pope's nuncio, to make 
peace publicly with the marquis, and privately with the earl of 
Glamorgan, making separate treaties for the religious and pO" 
Btieal articles. On the sixth of March, sixteen hundred and 
forty-six, they deputed lord Muskerry and several other com- 
tikissioners publicly to conclude a peace with Ormond, which 
accordingly was signed at Dublin on the twenty-eighth of the 
same month. The secret treaty with the earl of Glamorgan, 
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teladog principrily to tlie tqleration of the catholic religiot^, 
smd the sending over subsidies to the king^ had beeu esiecuted 
on the twenty-fifth of the preceding month of August, 

Meantime the confederates earnestly endeavoured, to prevail, 
Qn the lord-lieutenant to declare the northern covenanters rebels,,^ 
while he artfully enaployed himself to gain the confidence of 
these forces, and to brmg them over to the king's service. Not 
only the old English troops^ but even Monroe and his Scots 
seemed inclined to unite with the chief governor on moderate, 
term^) which alarmed the English parliament so much that, 
to prevent their defection, they resolved to send them supplies 
of money, provisicms, and clothing* Sir Charles Coojte, a 
sj;aunch parliauientariauy in the mean time demanded their 
^^sistance towards suppressing a rebeUion against his govern- 
ment in Conn^ught, and to reduce the town of Sligo, the prin- 
cipal place of strength in possession of the insurgents* After 
some hesitation, four thousand foot and five hundred horse 
were detaphed from the Scotch and English forces for this ser«, 
vice. Sligo was. soon forced to surrender ; and all the adjacent 
country became exposed to their depredations. The confede- 
rates of Kilkenny, provoked at. these hostilities pending the. 
4egociation for peace, ordered sir^ James Dillon with eight hun- 
dred men to assist the archbishop of 'IXiam in the recovery of 
Sligo. The martial prelajte led the assault in person, forced his 
way into the very centre of the town, and would have succeed- 
ed in expelling the garrison, had not he received the mortifying 
intelligence thajt a strong army of the northerns was approaching. 
His forces ipimediately retired; but were attacked and routed 
by sir James Coote in their retreat, with the loss of the archr 
bishop himself, who was slain. Amongst his papers was found 
an authentic copy of the secret treaty of peace concluded with 
the earl of Glamorgan, which important acquisition was imme- 
diately transmitted to the English parliament, who ordered the 
paper to be printed and industriously dispersed, to the great 
joy and exultation of the king's enemies. Charles,, to prevent, 
the bad consequences which might arise from this, declared,. 
Vpon the faith of a king ! ! and a christian^ that he had never 
pven to the earl of Glau^or^an those privileges and ppwers 
which he was thwen known by many, and is now known by all. 
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to have repeatedly conferred upon him. I'^ith still gi^eater 
effrontery the marquis of^Ormond and lord Dillon, both of whom 
well knew the authority upon which Glamorgan had acted, 
caused him to be indicted of high treason for forgings or sur- 
repticiously obtaining those commissions, and immediately xom* 
mitted his person to close custody ; but the confederates hav* 
bg peremptorily declared Aat diey would break off the treaty 
of peace if he was not instantly liberated, he was enlarged oft 
the recognizance of himself and the earl of Kildare. 

It is no wonder that many of the confederates, after so pub- 
lic an exposure of the royal faith, by which they found them- 
selves so frequently deluded and betrayed, should in their future 
negociations require some more stable security for the per- 
formance of the articles of a treaty than the word of a king so 
repeatedly violated. A great majority, however, still continued 
to place unlimited confidence in die king, placing his conduct 
to the account of the imperious necessity of his afiairs. Much 
dissension, from this disunion of opinion, consequendy arose 
amongst Aem. The peace by this means was retarded: and 
their power considerably weakened; to the secret satisfaction of 
Ormond, who most actively fomented their internal divisions. 
The nuncio of the pope, with a very great body of the confede-^ 
rates, objected to any treaty which had only future concessions 
for its basis ; while others were for implicidy relying on the 
the good intentions of Charles and the lord lieutenant. But 
however they might differ in this respect, they all, to the" very 
last, continued warmly attached to the royal cause. 

The treaty concluded with Ormond at Dublin was attended 
by a conditional obligation by which the king^ was absolved 
from all concessions unless the confederates transported for his, 
service in England six thousand foot, well armed and provided, 
by the first of ApriU and four thousand more in a month after. 
In the mean time, the treaty was deposited in the hands of lord 
Clanrickard, as an instrument of no validity until the troops 
should be sent away. But the negociatioh was so long pro-^ 
tracted by various concurring circumstances, that the succours» 
which formed so grand a part of it to the unhappy Charles, ar- 
rived so late that they coidd be employed to scarcely any effec* 
tual purpose. 
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The proceedings of sir Charles Coote and his pariiamentari- 
ans becoming insufferably violent and alarming, the confede- , 
rates renewed their urgent solicitations to Ormond to lead them 
against these enemies to the crown; but he resisted their pres- 
sing entreaties, artfully observing that he was well convinced 
there was an absolute necessity of union, but that he would not 
act with those who had not received their authority from the 
king. He insisted with obstinacy, in the mean time, on the 
suppression of Glamorgan's treaty, which Charles had disavow- 
ed all knowledge of, and that the treaty of Dublin concluded 
with himself should be immediately published. If these over-' 
tures were not acceded to, he declared that the situation of the 
kmg's affairs in Dublin must compel him to seek some other 
method of recovering and supporting his authority in Ireland. 
The result of this was that the confederates agreed to the pub- 
lication of the treaty with Ormond, which would immediately 
have taken place, had not Charles, who had surrendered to the 
Scottish army, in a letter ordered the marquis to desist from all 
further proceedings, and not to conclude a treaty with the Irish 
upon any terms whatsoever. 

Although the marquis may have been persuaded that this 
©rder was extorted, yet it was not easy to persuade others; 
and anxiety, suspense, and confusion, every where prevailed : 
During which, lord Digby arriving from the Continent, declared 
that the king was held captive by the army, and that all his 
measures were the effect of compulsion, in order to suit the 
purposes of his worst enemies. 

Ormond, however, not only prevented the loyal subjects of 
Charles fro6i prjoceeding with vigour in. his cause ; but, basely 
deserting the reduced fortunes of his unfortunate monarch, 
treacherously entered into terms with the commissioners of the 
parliament, with whom he stipulated to surrender the castle of 
Dublin, the authority of lord lieutenant, and his sword, in con- 
sideration of receiving five thousand pounds immediately, tWQ 
thousand pounds a-year for five years,- and a release from all in- 
cumbrances upon his estate up to the beginning of the insurrec- 
tion. After this shamefuil surrender he'retire4 to England, 
whence he was compelled to escape to France. • 

The confederates after this having again met at Kilkenny, diers 

I 
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took into consideration that ^< his majesty was in l-estraint; 
*^ that all addresses to him were forbiddei;! ; and that some 
*' members of parliament who had ventured to speak in his fa- 
** vour were expelled : therefcwe, in that extremity, there being 
" no access to his majesty to implore either his justice or his 
** mercy, all laws, either human or divine, did allow the said 
•* catholics to take some other course in ord^r to their defence 
*< and preservation — not against his sacred majesty, but against 
" those who had laid violent hands on his person, who designed 
** to abolish the royal authority, and resolved to extirpate or 
*' destroy the said catholics." 

Ormond, meantime, after having been indignandy forced int© 
exile by those very enemies of the king to whom he had, from 
mercenary motives, ignominiously betrayed his high trust and 
his own honour, again returned from France into Ireland, and 
arriving at Cork on the twenty-ninth of October, sixteen hun- 
dred and forty-eight, resolved to use the unshaken loyalty and 
severely tried attachment of the catholics to Charles as the in- 
atriiment of his own revenge. He therefore dissembled for the 
moment his implacable hatred to the catholics, and affecting to 
place the fate of the king in their exertions, was received with 
universal acclamations* He was invited by the general assem- 
bly at Kilkenny to conclude a peace with them, and to join his 
efforts to those of the nation at large against the parliamenta- 
rians, who were soon to destroy monarchy, to abolish the hier- 
sirchy, ind to extii*pate the catholic religion* He still, however^ 
rejected every condition of peace that related to the toleration 
pf popery, or the repeal of any of the penal laws. During this 
delay lord Inchiquih's army revolted against the king, which 
defection the marquis seized as a pretext for completely delay- 
ing the definitive treaty. 

By this unaccountable conduct of Ormond, notwithstanding 
the earnestness of the king to be reconciled to the confederates 
on any terms, the treaty was protracted till within one fortnight 
of the tragical end of Charles. Had he been actuated by any 
sense of the welfare of the state, any regard to the preserva- 
tion of the constitution, any zeal for the support of his own 
religion, or any real attachment to his sovereign, he would not 
have declared ^< that the articles of the peace were not conde- 
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^ sccndcd to, till all hopes of the treaty then on foot in En^ 
^ gland between the king and the parliament were overpassed^ 
^ and the army were not ashamed to proclaim their purpose, to 
** commit a horrid and execrable murder and parricide on the 

* sacred person of his majesty* This we mention, not as 
" thereby in the least degree to invalidate any of the conces» 

* sions made unto th^se people, but, on the contrary to render 
** them in every point the more sacred and inviolable by how 
" much the necessity oti his majesty's part for the granting 
*' thereof is the greater, and the submission on their part to his 
** majesty's authority, in such his great necessity, more oppor- 
" tune and seasonable : as also to call the world ^and whom- 
*' soever eithet any peace at all, of the terms of this peaccy 
" may be distasteful unto) to testify hereafter, that as the full 
** benefit thereof cannot, . without great injustice and somewhat 
** of ingratitude, (if we may so speak in the case of his ma- 
" jesty with reference to this last act of theirs) be denied unto 
" chem, so any blame thereof ought to be laid upon those alone 
** who have imposed the sad necessity, the saddest to which 
** any king was ever reduced." 

What share he assumed to himself of the disasters of his 
royal master, by having so long deprived him of the assistance 
of his catholic subjects, cannot be known ; but certain it is, 
that this awful moment of embarrassment was the first in which 
he made any avowal favourable to that body of men. Besides 
the reluctant, the ungracious, and hdf-penitent admission, of 
their persevering attachment to the king in his utmost distress, 
he said in a letter to Lord Digby, written within a week of 
Charle's death, "I must say for this people, that I have observ- 
*' ed in them great readiness to comply with what I was able to 
" give them, and a very great sense of the king's sad condition." 
And in another letter of the same date to the prince of Wales, 
he mentions " the very eminent loyalty of the assembly, which 
** was not shaken by the success which God had permitted to 
**the monstrous rebellion in England; nor by the mischievous 
" practices of the no less malicious rebels in Ireland." Yet 
this loyal assembly had Ormond most cruelly persecuted, and to 
these malicious rebels did he surrender up the authority with 
which he was invested by his royal master. 
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The reign of the unfortunate Charles was terminated by the 
ignominy of his public execution, which melancholy catastrophe 
might have been prevented had he.cpnducted himself with but 
tolerable sincerity and moderation towards his subjects both of 
England and Ireland* Had he possessed sufficient discernment 
to make a judicious choice of his ministers and favourites, or 
had he even decidedly opposed the measures of Ormond, and 
taken shelter amongst his faithful Irish catholic subjects, it is hard 
to say how far the power of the parliamentarians might have 
been checked: But the glaring weakness, irresolution, insin- 
cerity, and absurdity, apparent throughout the whole of his 
administration, recal to our recollection the words of a 
celebrated Latin writer-^which, indeed, we could almost be 
tempted to apply to the present rulers of these islands— 
« 

^( ^os vult perdere Dens dementat.^^ 

So great and general was the indignation of the people of 
Ireland at the king's murder, that the pope's nuncio immediate- 
ly left the kingdom, despairing of being any longer able to pre- 
vent the union of the catholic confederates with the protestant 
loyalists under the lord lieutenant, who was at Toughall when 
he received intelligence of the king's death, where he instantly 
proclaimed the prince of Wales king, by the tide of Charles H. 

•Those whom God wills to destroy he first makes mad. 
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IN the first effervescence of the horror which all conceived 
of the murder of Charles, the English and Irish 'vied with each 
other in their exertions against the parliamentarian rebels, 
whom they now denominated and treated as regicides^ To 
this union were owing the first successful movements of Or- 
mond's campaign in the reduction of most of the strong holds 
in the northern parts of the kingdom, except Londonderry^ 
The pride of Ormond stimulated him above all things to regain 
possession of Dublin, which he had so basely surrendered. 
But the infamy of giving it up for lucre was aggravated by his 
disgraceful defeat at Rathmines, about three miles from Dublin,, 
by a very inferior force under Michael Jonesy the rebel gover- 
nor of the city. This shameful disaster, coupled with the 
ready submission of Inchiquin's men, who instantly enlisted in 
Jones's army, and several other circumstances attending the 
conduct of Ormond on this occasion, naturally renewed in the 
Irish their former suspicions that he had still some secret un« 
derstanding with the English rebels ; and these suspicions were 
strengthened by the constant failure of all his subsequent endea- 
vours against them. 

The new -king had expressly written from the Hague " that 
«' he had received and was extremely well satisfied with the 
^ articles of peace concluded with the Irish confederates, and 
<^ would confirm wholly and entirely all that was contained in 
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*^ them.'' Notwithstanding this, after his majesty had been 
proclaimed in Scotland, and had been advised by Ormond to 
accept of the commissioners' invitation to go over to that king- 
dom, well knowing that his. taking the covenant was to be the 
previous condition to his being admitted to the throne of Scot- 
land, he took shipping and landed there on the twenty-third of 
June, sixteen hundred and fifty. After having signed both the 
national and solemn covenant in the short space of two months, 
the king' published a declaration " that he would have no ene- 
** mies but the enemies of the covenant ; that he did detest and 
** abhor poper}', superstition, and idolatry, together with prelacy; 
** revolving not to tolerate, much less to allow, these, in any part 
** of his dominions, and to endeavour the extirpation thereof to 
<* the utmost of his power." And he expressly pronounced the 
peace lately made with the Irish, and conifirmed by himself, to 
be null and void ; adding, *' that he was convinced in his con- 
•* science of the sinfulness and unlawfulness of it, and of his al? 
" lowing them (the confederates) the liberty of the popish reli- 
" gion : for which he did' in his heart desire to be deeply hum- 
•* bled before the Lord ; and for having sought unto such 
** unlawful help for the restoring of him to his throne." This 
declaration necessarily produced the effect which Ormond him- 
self declared in a letter to secretary Long, namely, *< to with- 
** draw this people from their allegiance, by infusing into them 
•* a belief that, by his majesty's having taken or approved of 
<* the covenant, they are deprived of the benefit of the pcace^ 
** and left to the extirpation the covenant proposes^ both of their 
*f religion and their persons." 

In the mean time the successes of the parliamentarians con-^ 
tinned. When the former successful progress of Ormond first 
awakened the parliament to a sense of danger. Waller, their 
general, was displaced to make room for Lambert, who was m 
turn supplanted by Oliver Cromwell himself. That usurper, 
aware that the situation was one which would add to his conse- 
quence and power, contrived by his intrigues to be chosen lord 
Keutenant of Ireland, by an unanimous vote of parliament. 
His intrepidity and vigour quickly dissipated all the difficulties 
of his undertaking, and he landed in Dublin on the fifteenth 
of August, with eight thousand foot, fovir thoieand horse, twen- 
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jQr thousand pounds in money, and all other necessaries of irar« 
Having entrusted the city to the care of sir Theophilus Jones, 
he took th€ field with ten thousand chosen men. Historians in 
general have represented the submission of the Irish to Crom- 
well as too hasty and unnecessary. The truth is, that the Irish suf- 
fered severely for the personal bravery and intrepidity which they 
displayed in support of the royal cause. When Cromwell with his 
well-appointed army appeared before Drogheda, his summons 
to surrender was rejected. ^' On the ninth of September he 
" began to batter the place," says Dr. Warner ; " and continuing 
" to do so till the next day in the evening, the assault was made, 
*^ and his men twice repulsed with great bravery ; but in the 
" third attack, which Cromwell led in person, colonel Wall be- 
" mg killed at the head of his regiment, bis men were so dis- 
*' mayed that they submitted to the enemy offering them quar* 
" ter, sooner than they had need to have done, and thereby betray- 
" ed themselves to the slaughter. The place was immediately 
" taken by storm : and though his officers and soldiers had 
" promised quarter to all that would lay down their arms, yet 
" Cromwell ordered that no quarter should be given, and none 
•' was given accordingly. The slaughter continued all that day 
*' and the next, and the governor and four colonels were killed 
** in cold blood." According to Leland, " this hideous execu- 
«* tion was continued for five days, with every circumstance of 
^ horror. A number of ecclesiastics was found within the walls ; 
** and Cromwell, as if immediately commissioned to execute 
•* divine vengeance on these ministers of idolatry, ordered his 
•* soldiers to plunge their weapons into the helpless wretches. 
*' Some few of the garrison contrived to escape in disguise j 
** thirty persons only remained unslaughtered by an enemy 
" glutted and oppressed by carnage ; and these were instantly 
** transported as slaves to Barbadoes." 

Cromwell, with his usual vigour, followed up the advantage 
which his butcheries had obtained for him in the consternation 
of die Irish, and marched with nine thousand men through the 
county of Widow, while his fleet attended the motions of his 
army. As he advanced, the f6rts and towns of inferior note 
surrendered ; but at Wexford he found the garrison sufficiendy 
strengthened to resist his progress. ^ This place, however, fcU 
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by treachery into his possession, being betrayed itito his hands 
by colonel StraflFord, whom Ormond had made governor of the 
casde ; and on this occasion Cromwell is described by Ormond, 
in a letter to the king, <* to have exceeded himself, and any 
*' thing he had ever heard of, in breach of faith and bloody in- 
" humanity ; and that the cruelties exercised there for five days 
*' would make as many several pictures of inhumanity as are to 
** be found in the Book of Martyrs, or in the Relation of Am- 
*' boyna." 

Cromwell, after the reduction of Wexford, marched against 
Ross, which surrendered upon articles. The fort of Duncan- 
non made a more honourable resistance ; and so considerably 
had the victorious army been reduced by the severity of the 
season, that a njinforcement of fifteen hundred men was sent 
from Dublin, and had been some time expected by Cromwell. 
Lord Inchiquin was informed of the anarch of these forces, 
and, with the consent of Ormond, resolved to intercept them. 
In this attempt he was foiled and defeated ; yet Wogan, the 
officer who commanded in Duncannon, continued to make a 
brave defence. By the assistance and encouragement of lord 
Castlehaven, he made a sally with such vigour and success, 
that the siege was raised, not without some confusionon the 
part of the besiegers. On retiring to their main body, they 
found their general transporting his troops to the county of 
Kilkenny, by a bridge of boats constructed on the Barrow. 
Ormond, who had concluded a negociation with Owen O^Neal, 
and had already received part of his forces, made some prepa- 
rations for disputing the passage of the river ; but Cromwell, 
superior in vigilance and expedition as well as numbers, had 
already transported his army, and obliged the marquis gradually 
to retire to Kilkenny, Here he found the rest of the northern 
Irish forces ready to receive his commands. The presence of 
their favourite general, however, was wanting, for O'Neal now 
laboured under a malady that soon put a period to his existence. 
So powerful a reinforcement appeared to encourage Ormond to 
the design of meeting the enemy in the field. 

Defection and dissentions, however, still continued to effect 
more for the parliamentarians than even the valour of their 
armies, the skill of their general, or even the terror which re* 
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suited frofn their dreadful crudities, could have achieved. 
Town after town, and fortress after fortress, fell into their pos- 
session, until at length all Ireland, with the exception of the 
province of Connaught, was in the power of the rebels, under 
the command of Ireton, whom Cromwell had appointed general 
in chief upon his return to England, where his views of ambi- 
tion now called for the exertion of all his energies. 

It was at this juncture of _the king's affairs in Ireland th^ 
Ormond withdrew from that kingdom a second time. What- 
ever paity spirit may allege in charge, commendaUon, or defence 
of Ormond, and no character was ever more partially repre- 
sented, the truth is now ascertained as to the leading facts 
which constituted that character. After his disgrace at Ratli- 
mines^ he never engaged in person Cromwell, Iretow, or Jones ; 
but at this moment he abandoned the royalists in their utmost 
need, and sought his own personal safety a second time by 
flight; and not only did he continue to receive the price of his 
former surrender of Dublin to the rebels, but the marchioness 
of Ormond, during the whole time of her lord's proscription, 
three thousand pounds a-year, by favour of Cromwell, 

So grossly inconsistent with the late peace was the king's 
subscription to the covenant, that Ormond affected publicly to 
discredit the report of his having taken it. The confederacy, 
however, not only believed that the king had, as the fact was, 
debased himself and betrayed them by covenanting with the 
murderers of his father, but that Ormond had approved of and 
advised the measure. Several of them, therefore, with a large 
part of their clergy, assembled at Jamestown in their present 
embarrassment, and, after much deliberation, determined that 
the clergy should endeavour by ecclesiastical censures to with- 
draw all persons of their own communion from the command 
of Ormond : they accordingly, assuming that his lordship would 
now publicly promote, as he had ever secretly favoured, the 
covenanters, published an excommunication against all such 
catholics as should enlist under, feed, help, or adhere to his ex- 
cellency, or assist him in any manner whatsoever. But lest 
their loyalty to their constitutional sovereign should be suspect- 
ed, they involved in the same sentence of excommunication all 
$uch catlloUcs as should adhere to the conunon enemies of Gbd^ 

K 
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their king^ aqd country. When Ormond quitted Ireland he left 
the wreck pf his powers to lord Clanrickard, who had often be- 
fore renK)nstrated with him on those pleasures of his adminis* 
tration which tended to alienate the affections of the nation from 
the royal cause ; and when he received the government from 
Ormond he was fully sensible of the impossibility of eflfecUng 
any thing for the service of the king. 

Although Charles, still being in the hands of the Scots, dared 
not openly avo^ the treaty then pending with the duke of Lor- 
rain to re-establish the treaty with the royal authority in Ire- 
landy yet he did all he could to forward it ; and when he was 
out of the hands of the Scots, he wrote to his highness from 
Paris to solicit assistance from him and other catholic princes 
against his ^nd their enemies* Even Ormond himself, finding 
his once favoured puritans going greater lengths than he per- 
haps wished or expected, notwithstanding his horror of popery, 
did not scruple to recommend the sending^rting* ministers and 
proposing' apt inducements to the pope, for his speedy and ac- 
tive interposition with the catholic princes to enable the king's 
catholic subjects of Ireland to make head against the rebels* 

The marquis of Clanrickard continued for some time to cany 
on the appearance of hostilities, from a vain hope of making a 
diversion in favour of the king's English enterprises: but at 
length reduced to the utmost distress, his troops dispersed, and 
his resources exhausted, he accepted conditions from the re- 
publicans and retired from Ireland- 

In the mean time the parliament of England concerted mea- 
sures [1652] for the final setdement of the administration of the 
affairs of Ireland. Lambert was appointed successor to Ireton : 
but the intrigues of Cromwell caused the parliament to deny 
him any higher title than that of commander in chief; with 
which, as the usurper wished, Lambert was offended, and re- 
fused to accept the command. It was conferred on Fleetwood, 
who had lately married the relic of Ireton, and of course was 
particuliarly devoted to his father-in-law Cromwell. 

Upon the arrival of Fleetwood in Ireland, he found there 
scarcely the remains of war, and the Irish of all orders were 
reduced to accept terms from the victorious republicans. The 
first act of the administration thus confirmed under the auspices 
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of a republican usurper, after a dreadful conflict of eleven yeiftrs, 
was to collect ail the native Irish who had survived the general 
desolation and remained in the country, and transplant them 
toto die province of Connaught, which had been depopulated 
and laid waste in the progress of the rebellion. They were 
{ordered to retire thither by a certain day, and forbidden to re* 
pass the Shannon on pain of death ; and this sentence of depor^ 
tation was rigidly enforced until the restoration. Their ancient 
possessicms were seized and given i^ to the conquerors, as were 
the possessions of every man who had taken a part in what was. 
termed the rebellion, or had followed the fortune of the king 
after the death of Charles L This whole fund was distributed 
among the officers and soldiers of Cromwell's army, in satis£Eic-* 
tion of the arrears of their pay, and amongst the adventurers 
who had advanced money to defray the expences of the war. 
And thus a new colony of settlers, composed of aB the sects 
which then infested England, independents, socinians, anabap* 
tists, seceders, brownists, miflenarians, and dissenters of every 
description, many of th«m filled with the spirit of democracy, 
poured into Ireland, and were put in possession of the ancient 
inheritance of its inhabitants.* Such were the blessings of re- 
publican government dealt out by Oliver Cromwell — a form of 
government which, when not suffered to corrupt itself by the 
possession of too great military power, as in the instance now 
before us, is unquestionably the most pure and perfect to which 
any people labouring under one that is tyrannical or oppressive 
can commit the management of its affairs, and for the acquire* 
ment of which no privations they may endure, no struggle they 
may sustain, will be found too high a price. 

Cromwell, soon after he was proclaimed protector, sent his 
son Henry, into Ireland to sound the disposition of the army, 
to reconcile tlie minds of the people to the usurpation, and, by 
cultivating the friendship of those who possessed great influ- 
ence, to prepare the way for the future peaceable administration 
of this kingdom. 

* Speech of the earl of Clare on the sixteenth of February, 
eighteen hundred. "* 
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This period of the history of Irdand is peculiarly barren of 
incident. On the death of Oliver, Richard Cromwell con- 
firmed his brother Henry in the government of Ireland. 

Richard summoned the meipbers chosen for Ireland to the 
English parliament : the republicans opposed the admission of 
thirty of them who were known to be advocates for the crown; 
but die court, though with difficulty^ at length prevailed that 
they should sit and vote. The news of the dissolution of this 
parliament, and the intrigues of the royal party, was first brought 
to Ireland by sir Charles Coote. The lord lieutenant with 
vigour exerted himself to support the tottering authority of his 
brother. On the restoration of the rump parliament he laboured 
to prevent the disorders which might arise from this sudden re» 
volution. He issued a proclamation to preserve the peace; 
and, on consulting with his officers, sent agents to the council 
of state with proposals relative tx> the civil and military govern- 
ment of Ireland^ They were referred to the parliament, as it 
was called, who made some ordiifances for the benefit of the 
adventurers and soldiers ; and at the same time resolved that 
the government of Ireland should be again administered by 
commissioners, that Henry Cromwell should be recalled, and 
Ludlow appointed to command the forces of the commonwealth 
in that kingdom. The sentiments of Henry Cromwell were 
those of passive obedience to the parliament ; but the new com- 
missioners, doubting his sincerity^ expected opposition on his 
part, and prepared measures accordingly. They however were 
received without any obstacle into the castle, while Henry re- 
tired to a hpuse in the Phcenix Park, having administered the 
government with such disregard to his private inteiiests, that he 
could not immediately command so much money as would de- 
fray the expence of a voyage to England. 

From the moment of the abdication of Richard Cromwell^ 
the royalists of Ireland conceived thfe most sanguine hope of 
the king'^s speedy restoration. This happy event soon followed. 
Charles was informed of the favourable appearances which 
were .manifested, and but for the great expectation which at that 
time was cherished of the success of Monk in England, would 
certainljr have repaired to Ireland, whither he was earnestly in-, 
vited by lord Broghill, sir Charles Coote, and others, who now 
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espoused the cause of loyalty, and waited with impatience for 
the declaration of Breda. This was readily accepted; and king 
Charles II, was proclaimed with every manifestation of joy in 
all the great towns of Ireland. 

The situation of Ireland at the restoration [1660] is more 
easily described than credited. A people who had continued 
in arms staunch to the royal cause nearly three years longer 
than any other part of the British empire, reduced to two thirds 
of their population by their contests with the regicides, by 
massacres, famine, and pestilence, stripped of any armed force 
for defence or attack, expatriated at home, and divested of the 
remnants of their ancient inheritances. Thus were these unfor- 
tunate wrecks of the native Irish, thedevoted victims to their loy- 
alty, penned up like hunted beasts in the devastated wilds of 
Goanaught^ hardly existing in ''the gregarian and promiscuous 
possession and cultivation of the soil, without the means of ac- 
quiring live or dead stock, and wanting even the necessary 
utensils of husbandry. Surely, if ever Ireland had a call of 
gratitude on the crown of England, it was at die restoration of 
Charles II. ; yet the first legislators after the restoration was 
established, confirmed the rebellious regicides in the wages of 
their sanguinary rebellion. Broghill, who was created earl of 
Orrery, and sir Charles Coote, created earl of Montrath, were 
nominated lords justices of Ireland ; and sir Maurice Eustace^ 
an old and particular friend of Ormond, appointed lord high 
chancellor. By -the advice and management of these persons 
with Ormond was the whole settlement of the kingdom con- 
ducted. These persons were all known and determined ene- 
mies to the Irish catholics, and their measures were such as 
might from that circumstance naturally be expected. They 
contrived to call a new parliament, in which it was enacted no 
member should be qualified to sit in the house of commons but 
such as had taken the oaths of allegiance and supremacy; while 
the speaker of the house of lords (the archbishop of Armagh) 
proposed that all the naembers thereof^ should receive the sacra- 
ment of the Lord's supper from his grace's own hands. "With 
the like view of preventing the Irish catholics ffom sending 
over agents to England to counteract the state commissioners 
who were soliciting the En^ish parliament to except the Irikk 
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catholics out of the act of oblivion and general pardon^ die 
convention at Dublin put in execution all the Severe laws and 
ordinances made by the usurpers, by which the catholics were 
prevented from going from one province to another to transact 
their business, such as had the more considerable estates were 
imprisoned, and all their letters to and from the capital were 
intercepted: the gentry were forbidden to meet, and were 
thereby deprived of the means of agreeing upon agents to take 
care of their interests, and of an opportunity to represent their 
grievances at the foot of the throne* The reports of popish 
plots and conspiracies were resorted to for the purpose of 
alarming the Engli^ parliament into the measure of excluding 
the Irish catholics from the general pardon, and quieting pos- 
sessions in Ireland. Charles putfished a proclamation for ap* 
prehending and prosecuting all Irish rebels (a term then used 
as synonymous with Irish catholics,) and commanding that ad- 
venturers, soldiers, and others, who were possessed of any lands, 
should not be disturbed in their possessions until legally evicted, 
or his majesty by advice of parliament should take further or- 
der therein. 

All historians agree, that the most extravagant, and unfound- 
ed reports against the Irish were brought to England, and there* 
received with avidity, and circulated with every accumulation 
of inventive malice by incredible numbers of projectors, suitors, 
sufferers, claimants, solicitors, pretenders, and petitioners, who 
thronged the court, and looked to the Irish forfeitures as the 
,sure fund for realising their various speculations. Such, how- 
ever, was the effect of these manceuvres and other means, that 
when the state commissioners from Ireland petitioned the par- 
liament of England to exclude the Irish catholics from the ge- 
neral indemnity, the duke of Ormond opposed it, alleging 
** that his majesty reserved the cognizance of that matter to 
** himself;" though it was notorious that the king had some 
days before in his speech informed the parliament, that he ex- 
pected in relation to the Irish, that they would have a care 
of his honour, and of the promise he had made them. This 
promise, received from Breda through the marquis of Ormond, 
stated explicidy, that he would perform all grants and conces- 
sions, which he had either made them or promised them by 
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that peace ; and which, as he had new instances of their loy* 
alty and affection to him, he should study rather to enlarge than 
diminish or infringe in the least degree. Nevertheless the Irish 
catholics were excluded from the general indemnity, to their 
ruin, the exultation and triumph of their enemies, and the as- 
tonishment of all impartial men* 

Ormpnd was now reinstated in the government of Ireland, and 
by him were framed and settled the king's declaration, the acts 
of setdement and explanation: by him were made out the lists 
of persons excepted by name, amounting to about five hundred, 
after the ruinous effects of the act of settlement. By him was 
recommended the court of claims, and under his influence were 
appointed the first members of it, whose interested partiality 
and corruption became too rank even for their patron to coun- 
tenance* He then substituted men of real respectability to fill 
their places, but so stinted them in their time for investigating 
the claims of the dispossessed proprietors, that they were com- 
pelled to apply for further time to go dirough several thousand 
unheard claims, which Ormond opposed, and rejected a clause 
in the bill for the relief of these unheard claimants. 

When the sympathy and justice of his royal master balanced 
between the claims of the Knglish protestants and the Irish 
catholics, Ormond's efforts to bias the king in favour of the 
former could not fail to be successful. Conscious as he was of 
that monarch's disposition and secret wishes to favour the ca- 
tholics, he did all he could td raise divisions amongst them, by 
dividing the clergy upon a punctilious form of oath, by which 
it was then in contemplation to allow the catholics to express 
their allegiance to their sovereign. Not contented with the in- 
dignant rejection of the clergy's remonstrances, he ordered 
them to disperse, and soon after banished them out of the na- 
tion : and so rigorously was this effected, that when Ormond 
quitted the government there were only three catholic bishopsj 
remaining in the kingdom : two of them were Ised ridden, and 
the third kept himself in concealment. 

So far . was Ormond from having suffered by these rebellious 
insurrections or civil wars in Ireland, that we learn from a 
letter written by his intimate and particular friend, the earl of 
Anglesey, and published during the life of the duke, " that his 
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" gracrf and his family, by the forfeitures and punishment of 
" the Irish, were the greatest gainers of the kingdom ; aiid 
** had added to their inheritance vast scopes of land, and a 
" revenue three times greater than what his paternal estate 
" was before the rebellion, and that most of his increase was 
*< out of their estates who adhered to the peaces of sixteen 
*' hundred and forty-six and sixteen hundred and forty-eight, 
" ©r served under his majesty's ensign abroad." During the 
remainder of the reign of Charles II. many malicious attempts 
were made to stigmatize the Irish with fresh rebellions, which 
always served as a pretext of enforcing the execution of the 
penal laws against the catholics. The duke of Ormond, of 
whose conduct both to the king and his countr}^men such op- 
posite opinions have been formed, and whose government we 
have traced to the present period, was now daily declining in 
power and influence, through the intrigues of the duke of Buck- 
ingham and the earl of Orrery : he was first succeeded in the 
government of Ireland by lord Robarts, and afterwards by the 
earl of Essex. He was again however taken into favour and 
restored to the situation of lord lieutenant, which he retained 
till the death of Charles II., though that king, a very short time 
before that events had intimated to the duke of Ormond his in- 
tention of sending ov^r the earl of Rochester to assume the 
government in his stead : his grace's removal was however so 
far determined upon by the ruling interest of the empire at 
that period, that it constituted one of the earliest acts of 
James II* 



CHAPTER Vn. 



THE short reign of the unfortunate James II* who succeeded 
his brother Charles in the dominion of the British empire, was 
pregnant with events of the deepest importance to the Irish na?» 
tioD. That the joy of the Irish catholics at the accession of ^ 
prince to the throne who was universally known to be a catho^ 
lie, should be excessive, aild even intemperate, is by no means 
surprising. The turn qf the state of pplitics ^n this kingdonc^ 
was rapid and complete. 

The earl of Clarendon succeeded Ormond, hut he was proba- 
bly too firmly attached to the protestant interests to give as 
largely into James's measures as the court wished. His in- 
structions clearly bespoke the king's intention of introducing^ 
catholics into corporations, and investing them with magistracief 
and judicial offices; and being called upon by his instruction^ 
to ^ye his opinion on the legality of the measure, he expresse4 
his readiness to comply with his majesty's coi^mands^ although 
contrary to the act of Elizabeth* The army was however 
soon filled with catholic officers, the bench with catholic judges, 
except three who retained their seats ; the corporations with ca^ 
tholic nciembers and the counties with catholic sheriffs and ma- 
gistrates. The earl of l^rconnel was appointed commander in 
chief of the army, and made independent of the lord lieutenant. 
On the very rumour of these proceedings alarm and constema-^ 
tioa seized the protestant part of the kingdom : and most of 

L 
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the traders and others whose fortunes were transferable fled from 
a country in which they expected a speedy establishment of po- 
pery, and geneifal transmutation of property. The catholics 
now feeling themselves secure at least in their religion, induced 
Tyrconnel to go to England in order to prevail upon the kingp 
to accede to their favourite measure of breaking through the 
act of setdement. The king however saw more inconvenience 
in throwing the whole national property into a new state of dis- 
order and confusion than these did, who had been suffering 
during twenty years from the deprivation of their birth-right. 
Tj^connel was himself a great enemy to the act of settlement, 
and he so worked upon the king as to dispose him to ^consent 
to the repeal of that act, and he soon returned to Ireland as 
lord deputy. Tyrconnel was personally obnoxious to the pro- 
testants, he was impetuous, resolute, and imperious : he pos- 
sessied an unboifnded influence over the king ; and having in his 
youth been a witness to that bloody carnage at Drogheda, he 
had ever retained an abhorrence of fanaticism, with the spirit 
of which he considered all protestants more or less infected. 
Nothing more was wanting to alienate the affections of the pro- 
testants from James and his government; and ere this unfortu- 
nate monarch, by the advice of imprudent and insidious coun- 
sellors, had been brought to abdicate the crown of England, 
the whole protestant interest of Ireland had already associated 
against him. 

Long before king James left England, the protesttots in the 
north of Ireland were generally in arms, training and disciplin- 
ing themselves to oppose by force the measures of his govern- 
ment. This formidable armed force of die northern protestants 
had been gaining strength several months before the land of 
William prince of Orange in Torbay ; and they continued daily 
in an improving state of t>rganization and regular warfare 
against the existing government of the country : for it must be 
recollected that James II. continued to be king of Ireland 
notwithstanding his abdication of the throne of England ; since 
by the constitution of Ireland, neither the people of England 
nor the parliament of England could dissolve or transfer the 
allegiance of the people of Ireland; which long had been, then 
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was, and cbntinued till the Union to be an independent kin^ 
dom* This singular epoch, therefore^ of the Irish history fur- 
nishes the most simple demonstratjon of the necessity of an in- 
corporate union^ and exposes the monstrous anomaly of several 
independent kingdoms under one sovereign. 

Ireland now again exhibited a gloomy scene of oppression^ 
dejection, insolence, and despair; of power exercised without 
decency, and injuries sustained without redress. ^ That English 
iiDt;ere8t, which princes and statesmen had laboured to establish 
in this country, was discouraged, depressed^ and threatened with 
final extirpation* 

The enterprise of the prince of Orange against England was 
yet a secret to James when lyrconnel received intelligence 
of his design from Amsterdam, and conveyed it to the king, 
who received it with derision. , The Irish catholics, conceiving 
themselves subjects of king James^ at first affected to despise 
die prince of Orange and his attempts; but they soon learned 
the rapidity of his successes in England, tha^t king James was 
deserted of his subjects, and that the revolution every day 
gained tiew adherents. The distracted state of this unhappy 
kingdom can scarcely be described. The protestants in the 
north in the year sixteen hundred and eighty-eight proclaimed 
"ITUliam and Mary, which, by Tyrconnel and the catholics, was 
deemed an act of rebellion. An army was formed of about 
thirty thousand men, and officered chiefly with catholics. 
James, who was then at the court of Louis XIY., gave constant 
assurances that he would come to Ireland and head jhem in 
person. He accordingly sailed from Brest with a strong armar 
ment, having on board twelve hundred men of his own ad- 
herents, who were then in the pay of France, and one hqndred 
French officers, and landed at Kinsale in Alarch sixteen hun- 
dred and eight3^nine: from thence he proceeded to Dublin, 
where he was received as king with great pomp, and solemnity. 
He issued five several proclamations, by the last of which he 
summoned a parliament to meet at Dublin on the so^venth 
day of May-; which did meet, and sat from that day to the 
twelfth of July, and then adjourned to the twelfth of November 
following. 

Afteqr these acts the scene changed to opeu warfare. The 
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reduction of the prdtestsmts in the tiorth who had declared for 
William was the first object of the attention of James, who de* 
termined to march to Deny^ and appear in person befiwe their 
walls. The defenders of Derry and Enniskillen supported the 
caxise of the revolutionists against James's forces till the arrival 
of an English arttiy of forty thousand men under count Schom* 
berg, which was afterwards commanded by William in person* 
freland at this time, exhaust<^ by unhappy wars, could not 
Supply James with the money necessary for his purposes, and 
iimong the acts of his short reign in that kingdom there Was 
one which has fixed a peculiar odium upon bis character. In 
defiance of law, reason, and humanity, he siezed the took and 
Engines of one Moore, who by virtue of a patent of the late 
king enjoyed the right of copper coinage in Ireland, and estab- 
lished a mint in Dublin and Limerick. Brass and copper of die 
basest kind, old cannon^ broken bells^ household utensils, were 
assiduously collected ; and from every pound weight of su^ 
vile materials, valued at four-pence, pieces were coined and 
circulated to the amount of fivie pounds in nominal valuer , By 
the first proclasnation they were made current in all paymenta 
to and from the king and the isubjects of the realm, excepting 
the duties on importation of foreign goods, mon^y lent in trust, 
or due by mortgages, bills, or bonds ; and James promised^ that 
when this money should be called in, he would receive it in all 
payments, or make full satisfaction in gold or silver. Hi& sol« 
diers w^re now paid in this coin, it was forced on the protest^ 
^t traders, the nominal value was raised by subsequent pro* 
ckmations, the original restrictions were removed, and this 
base money was ordered to be received in all kinds of pay- 
ments. As brass and copper grew scarce^ it Ws» made of sdll 
viier materials, of tin and pewter. It was obtruded on die 
protestants with many circumstances of insolence and cruelty. 
Old debts of one thousand pounds were discharged with old 
pieces of vile metal, anibunting to thirty shillings in Jntrinsic 
value. Attempts were hiade to purchase gdd and silver at 
immoderate rates %vith the brass money,: but this was stricdy 
forbidden on pain of death ; and when protestants attempted to 
exonerate themselves of the$e heaps of coin by purchasing the 
staple commodities of the kiingdom^ James by proclamation set 
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a nkteon these Gommoclitie&» demanding thefti fl^ this mte^ re^ 
turning his brass on the proprietors^ and witli all the men&nesfi 
of a trader exported them . to France. It appealed indeed m 
the end, that James was the oidy gainet by this iaiquitouB pro* 
ject, and that m the final course of circulation hi^ own party 
became possessed of the greatest part of this adulterated coin, 
just at the time when William had powef to suppreas it. 

William arrived at Carrickfergus attended by prince George 
of Denmark, the young duke of Ormond, and odiers. Hia 
military genius prompt^ him» and the distracted state of En** 
gland, together with the formidable preparations of France, 
obliged hittif to a Vigorous prosecution of the war ; and when 
€Qme cautious councils were suggested by his officer^, he re>- 
Jected tihem with indignation. *^ I came not to Ireland,^' said 
he, " to let the grass grow under my feet." 

Sis days had elapsed from the time of William's landing* 
when James received the first intelligence that a prince, who he 
confifdently believed must be detained in England by faction 
and discontent, was already on his march lo meet him* To 
particularise the events of this civil war, would far exceed our 
proposed limits : the batde of the Boyne, which was fought da 
the first of July sixteen hundred and ninety, turned the scale 
6f the kingdom: tb^:^ William, although he commanded a 
considerable supericnity of forces, attended to the duties of a 
vigilant, steady^ and intrepid general : he shared the danger of 
his army, encouraging it by his presence and exanifJe, even 
after he had been wounded^ and had been pressed by his offi- 
cers to retire ; whilst James stood secure at a dist^ce, a quiet 
spectator of the contest for his. crowns so fearful of his enemy* 
or so diffident of himself or his troops, that his chief concern 
and preparation before the batde were to secure his personal 
retreat. He fled with precipitancy to Dublin, and from thence 
to W^terford, where a frigate was ready to convey him back to 
France ; leaving the beaten relics of his army to make the best 
stand agsdnst the enemy^ and procure from him the best terms 
their personal bravery would entitle them to. The Irish army 
wider Tyrconnel and Sarsfield made sl very vigorous reustanoe 
against a superior well disciplined army acting under the first 
general in Ewope, until they surrendered the town of Idme^ 
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rick, which was their last hold, on the third of October sixteen 
hundred and ninety-one, upon articles which sui&ciently proved 
the estimation in which king 'William held their valour and 
steadiness, even after the many advantages which he had gain- 
ed over them* Thus terminated the final effort of the old 
Irish inhaoitants for the recovery of the ancient power, and the 
slender relics of Irish possessions now beoone the subject of 
fresh confiscation. From the report made by the commission- 
ers appointed by the parliament of England in sixteen hundred 
and ninety-eight, it appears that the Irish subjects outlawed for 
the rebellion of sixteen hundred and eighty-eight sunounted to 
three thousand nine hundred and seventy-eight, and that their 
Irish possessions, as far as could be computed^ were of the an- 
nual value of two hundred and eleven thousand six hundred 
and twenty-three poimds ; comprising one million sixty thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-two acres. This fund was sold 
under the authority of an English act of parliament to defray 
the expences incurred by England in reducing the rebels in six- 
teen hundred and eighty-eight ; and the sale introduced into 
Ireland a fliew set of adventurers. It is a very curious and im- 
portant speculation to look to the forfeitures of Ireland incurred 
in one century. The superficial contents of the island are cal- 
culated at eleven million forty-two thousand six hundred and 
eighty-two acres. In the reipi of James L the whole of the 
province of Ulster was confiscated, containing - 2,BS6^BST9CT€S. 
Set out by the court of claims at the restora- 
tion .- 7,800,000 

Forfeiture of sixteen hundred and eighty- 
eight 1,060,792 



Total 11,697,629 



Thus it appears that the whole Island has been confiscated, 
with the exception of the estates of five or six families of En- 
glish blood, some of whom had been attainted in the reign of 
Henry VIII. but recovered their possessions before Tyrone's 
rebellion, and had the good fortune to escape the pillage of the 
!Eipglish republic inflicted by Cromwell ; and no inconsiderable 
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portion of the island has been confiscated twice, or even thrice^ 
in the course of a century. The situation of Ireland, therefore, 
at the revolution, stands unparalleled in the history of the in- 
habited world.* 

• Speech of earl Clare. 



CHAPTER >H1- 



DURING the succeeding reign of William arid Mary and 
that of queen Anne, few affairs of any consequence with respect 
to Ireland seem to have been transacted. The catholics con- 
tinued to be treated with still greater rigour, if possible than 
before. The Irish parliament struggled to have its jurisdiction 
acknowledged independent on that of Britain. They rejected 
all notions of dependance upon the British ministry; and 
though they allowed the king's right by conquest, they most 
positively denied that the Britisji parliament had any authority 
whatever over them i and therefore looked upon the harsh re- 
strictions which had been laid^ by it upon their trade as the 
most grievous and intolerable oppression. 

In the year seventeen hundred and nineteen, according to 
Mr. Crawford, the oppressions and grievances of Ireland be-: 
came altogether insupportable. A cause, for example, relative 
to an estate, betwixt Hester Sherlock and Maurice Annesly, 
was tried before the court of exchequer' in Ireland. Here the 
latter obtained a decree in his favour; but, on an appeal, the 
sentence was reversed by the Irish lords. Annesly appe^ed from 
them to the English house of peers, who having again reveraed 
the judgment, he was put in possession of the subject in dispute. 
Sherlock appealed again to the Irish lords, when the matter 
became very serious. It was proposed to the consideration of 
the judges, "Whether by the laws of the land an appeal lies fyom 
a decree of the court of exchequer in Ireland to the king in 
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parliament in Britain. This question being determined in the 
negative, Sherlock was again put in possession of the estate. 
A petition was some time after presented to the house by Alex- 
ander Burrowes, sheriff of Kildare, setting forth " That his pre- 
** decessor in office had put Sherlock in possession of the pre- 
" mises ; that, upon his entering into office, an injunction^ agree- 
*Vable to the order of the British peers, was issued from the 
** exchequer, requiring him to restore Maurice Annesly to the 
** possessions of the above mentioned lands ; and that, not 
" daring to act in contradiction to the order of the house^ he 
*^ was fined. In consequence of this, being afraid lest he should 
" be taken into custody, he durst not come in to pass his ac- 
" counts ; and for this he was fined twelve hundred pounds." 
His conduct was highly applauded by the Irish lords^ who or- 
dered the fines to be taken off; ani in a short time after drew 
up a memorial to be presented to his majesty. In this they set 
forth that, having submitted to Henry II. as their liege lord; 
they had from him obtained the benefit of English law, 
with many other privileges, particularly that of having 'a dis- 
tinct parliament. In consequence of this concession^ the En- 
glish had been encouraged to come over and settle in Ireland, 
where they were to enjoy the same privileges as in their own 
country. They further insisted that, though the imperial crown 
of Ireland was annexed to that of Britain, yet, bemg a distinct 
dominion, and no part of the kingdom of England, none could 
determine With regard to its affairs, but such as were author 
rized by its known laws and customs, or the express consent oi 
the king. It was an invasion of his majesty's prerogative for 
any court of judicature to take upon them to declare that he 
could not by his authority in parliament, determine all contro- 
versies betwixt his subjects of this kingdom ; or that, when they 
appealed to his majesty in parliament, they did not bring their 
Cause before a competent judicature ; and they represented, 
that the practice of appeals from the Irish parliament to the 
British peers, was an usurped jurisdiction assumed by the lat- 
ter ; the bad consequences of which they pointed out very fully. 
This representation being laid before his majesty in parlia- 
ment, it was resolved, that the barons of exchequer in Ireland 
had acted with courage and fidelity, according to law ; and an 

M 
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address was presented to his majesty, praying him to confer on 
them some mark of his royal favour^ as a recompense for the 
Injuries they had sustained from the Irish legislature. This 
was followed by a bill for the better securing the dependency of 
Ireland upon, the crown of Great Britain, By this it was de- 
termined, " That the house of lords of Ireland have not, nor of 
^* right ought to have, any jurisdiction to judge of, affirm, or 
** reverse, any judgment, sentence^ or decree, given or made in 
*^ any court witlun the kingdom ; and that all proceedings be- 
« fore the said house of lords, upon any such judgmept or de- 
^' cree, are utterly null and void to all intents and purposes 
" whatever." It was also determined in this bill, that " The 
^ king's m^esty, by and with the advice of the* lords spiritual 
f ^ and temporal, and commons of Great Britain assembled, had, 
<* hath, and of right out to "have, full power and authority to 
^^ make laws and statutes, of sufficient force and validity to 
" bind the people of Ireland. *' 

This bill was looked upon by the Irish to be equivalent to a 
total annihilation of their liberties ; and they were still further 
exasperated in the year seventeen hun(|f ed and twenty-four, by 
the patent granted to one Wood an Englishman, to coin half- 
pence and farthings for the use of Ireland. In this affair Wood 
is said to have acted very dishonourably* insomuch that a shil- 
ling of the halfpence he made were scarcely worth a penny. 
<jrreat quantities of this base cdin were sent over ; and it was 
used not only in change, but accounts were likely to be paid 
"with it, so that dangerous consequences were likely to ensue* 
The Irish parliament in an address to the king, represented that 
they were caHed upon by their country to lay before his ma- 
jfstytheill consequences of Wood's patent, and that it was 
likely to be attended with a dimunition of the revenue and the 
ruin of trade. The same was set forth in an application made 
to his majesty by the privy counciL In short the whol^ nation 
seeiiied to unite their efforts in order to remedy an evil of such 
dangerous tendency, the effects of which already began to be 
ielt. 

- Among the controversial pieces which appeared on this oc- 
casion, those of the celebrated dean Swift were particularly dis- 
tinguished. His Drapier's Letters ar^ to this day held in grate<- 
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fttl remembrance bjr his countrymen, but he was in danger of 
sufiering deeply by the cause« He had been at particular pidns^ 
to explain an argument used by the Irish on this occasion, that 
brass money, being illegaU could not be forced upon the nation 
by the king, without exceeding the limits of his prerogative* 
Hence the opposite party took occasion to charge the Irish with 
a design of casting off their dependance on Britain altogether; 
but Swift, having examined the accusation with freedom, point- 
ed out the encroachments made by the British parliament on 
the liberties of Ireland; and asserted, that any dependance on 
England, except that of being««ubjects of the s^me king, was 
contrary to the law of reason, nature, and nationSf as well ast9 
the law of the land. This publication was so disagreeable to 
government, that a reward of three hundred pounds was offered 
for th^ discovery of the author ; but as nobody could be found 
who would ^ve him up, the printer was prosecuted in his 
stead; however, he was unanimously acquitted by a jury of 
his countrymen. 

The Irish continued to be jealous of their liberties, while th« 
Bridsh ministry seemed to watch every opportunity of en* 
croaching upon them as far as possible. Apprehensions being 
entertained .of a design upon Lreland by the partisans of the 
pretender, in seventeen hundred and fifteen, a vote of credit to 
government was passed by the house of commons to a consi- 
derable amount* This laid the foundation of the national debt 
of diat kingdom^ which was quickly augmented to several hun- 
dred thousand pounds; for discharge of which a fund had been 
provided by administration. An attempt was made during die 
administration of lord Carteret (who governed Ireland till 
seventeen hundred and thirty) to vest this fund in the hands of 
his majesty and of his heirs for ever, redeemable by parliament* 
This was opposed by the patriotic party, who insisted .that it 
was inconsistent with the public safe^, and unconstitutional to 
grant it longer than from session to session. In seventeen 
hundred and thirty one, another attempt was made to vest the 
same in the crown for twenty-one years ; but when the affair came 
to be debated, the strength of both parties was found to be 
equally balanced. Immediately before the vote, however, co- 
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land Tottingl^m, who had rode post on the occaaion, arrived 
in the house and determined the questipn a^indt government. 

HEhe behaviour of lord Chesterfield, who was made governor 
of Ireland in seventeen hundred and fortj'-five, is highly extolled 
On account of his moderation^ and the favour he showed to the 
liberties of the people* As the apprehensions of government 
were then very considerable, on account of the rebellion which 
raged in Scodand* his lordship was advised to augment the 
military force of Ireland to four thousand men. Instead of this^ 
however, he sent four battalions to the duke of Cumberland^ 
and encouraged the volunteer associations, which formed in 
different parts for the defence of their country. These battalions 
he replaced, by additional companies tp the regiments already on 
^e establishment; by which means he saved a considerable ex* 
pence to the nation^ without augmenting the influence of the 
crown. The supplies asked by him were small, and raised in 
the most easy and most agreeable manner to the people, ex- 
pending the money at the same time with the utmost economy. 
These was even a saving which he applied to the use of the 
public. It had been a custom with many of the lieutenant go- 
vernors of Ireland, to bestow reversionary grants, in order to 
purchase the assistance of friends in support of their measures. 
Lord Chesterfield, however, being convinced that this practice 
was prejudicial to the interest of the nation, put a stop to it ; 
but the most remarkable part of his administration was, the hu- 
manity with which he treated the Roman catholics. Before his 
arrival, the Romish chapels in Dublin hacl been shut up, their 
priests were commanded by proclamation to leave the kingdom ; 
and such as disobeyed had been subjected to imprisonment and 
other penalties. Lord Chesterfield, however, convinced that 
the affection is to be engaged by gentle usage, permitted them 
to exercise their religion without disturbance. The accusations 
against them of forming plots against government were disre- 
garded ; and so much was his moderation and uprightness in 
this respect applauded by all parties, that during the whole time 
iif his administration, the national tranquility was not once in- 
terrupted by the smallest internal commotion. On his leaving 
the Island, his bust was placed at the public expence in the 
castle of Dublin. 
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Chesterfield having left Ireland in the spring of seventeen 
hundred and forty^six, the island continued to be governed by 
lord's-justices, until ^ the thirteenth of September, when WiUiam 
earl of Harrington, came over with the powers of- lord lieu- 
tenants A contest in the election of representatives for the city 
of Dublin this year called forth the abilities of Mn Charles Lu- 
cas, so much celebrated for his patriotic virtues. Having some 
years before been admitted a member of the common council, - 
he resolved to exert himself in behalf of the privileges of his 
fellow-citiacns. The powers of this cjty corporation, as well 
as of others, had been changed by an act in the time of 
Charles II. and, among other innovations, for the purpose of 
augmenting the influence of the crown, they deprived the com- 
mons of the power of choosing tKe city magistrates. This was 
now vested in the board of aldermen; which being subject in 
the exercise of its jurisdiction to the approbation of the privy 
council, was consequently dependant on government. Mr. Lur 
cas complained loudly of the injury; but as this law could not 
be altered, he set himself to inquire whether encroachments 
which could not be justified by law had not been made on the 
rights of the citizens. Having satisfied himself by searching 
into ancient records, that his apprehensions were well founded, 
he published his discoveries, explained the nature of the evi- 
dence resulting from theni, and encouraged the people to take 
the proper steps for obtaining redress. The consequence of 
this was a contest between the commons and aldermen, which 
lasted two years. The former struggled in vain to recover 
tlieir lost privileges ; but the exertions of Lucas in ever}^ stage 
of the dispute had rendered him so respectable among his coun- 
trymen, that on the death of sir James Somerville he was en- 
couraged to declare himself a candidate for a seat in parliament. 
This being highly agreeable to his wishes, he was elected ac- 
cordingly; and distinguished himself not only by the boldness 
and energy of his speeches, but more especially by a number of 
addresses to his countrymen. In some of these he particularlj- 
considered the several branches of the constitution, and pointed 
out the encroachments of the British legislature. Government, 
alarmed at his boldness, determined to crush him by the hand 
of power ; for which reason the most obnoxious paragi^phs 
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were extracted from his works, and made the foundation of a 
charge before parliament. The commons voted him an euemy 
to his country; and addressed the lord lieutenant for an order 
to prosecute him by the attorney-general. The universal es* 

' teem in which he was held could not screen him from ministe- 
riaT vengeance : he was driven from Ireland ; but having spent 
some years in exile, he was once more enabled, through the ex- 
ertions of his friends, to present himself as a candidate for the 
city of Dublin. Being again elected, he continued to distin- 
^ish himself by the same virtuous principles for which he had 
been from the beginning so remarkable, smd died with the cha- 
racter which he had preserved through life, of the incorruptible 
Lucas. 

In the year seventeen hundred and fifty-three a remarkable 
contest teok place betwixt government and the Irish parliament 
relative to previous consent. As the taxes for defraying state 
expences are imposed by the representatives of the people, it 
thence naturally follows th^t they have a right to superintend 
the expenditure of them ; and by an inspection of the journals 
of the house of commons it appeared that, from the year six- 
teen hundred and ninety-two they had exercised a right of call- 
ing ^for and examining the public accounts. When any surplus 
remained in the treasury, it was also customary to dispose of 
it by bill for the good of the public. In the year seventeen 
hundred and forty-nine, however, a considerable sum having 
remained in the treasury, the disposal of this money in future 
became an object to ministers. In seventeen himdred and fifty- 
one it was intimated to parliament by the lord lieutenant, the 
duke of Dorset, that his majesty would graciously consent and 
recommend it to them, that such part of the money as then re- 
maned in the treasury should be applied to tlie reduction of 
the national debt. As this implied a right inherent in his ma- 
jesty to dispose of the money as he thought proper, the propo- 

" sal was thought an encroachment on the privileges of the house 
of commons. No notice was therefore taken of the direction 
given by Dorset, 1)ut the bill was sent over to England as usual 
withont any notice taken of his majesty's consent. In England, 
however, this very material alteration was made^ and the word 
tonsent introduced into it. The commons at this time did not 
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take any notice of such aii essential alteration ; but next year^ 
on its being repeated, the bill was rejected. Government were 
now at the utmost pains to defend the measure which they 
had adopted, and pamphlets were published attempting to jus* 
tify it on various grounds. The event at last, however^ was, 
that his majesty by letter took the mone.y which had been the 
subject of dispute out of the treasury. 

In the* year seventeen hundred and sixty, Ireland sustained aii 
inconsiderable hostile invasion, the first with which the kingdom 
had been vbited in seventy years. Tlie armament consisted 
origkially of five ships ; one of forty-eight guns ; two of thirty-. 
six; and two of twenty-four; having on board twelve hundred 
and seventy land forces. They were commanded by the ce- 
lebrated Thurot, whose reputation, as captain of ^ privateer, 
had advanced him to this dignity. The squAdron, however, 
T/as driven by adverse winds to Gottenburgh ; where having 
continued a few days, they set sail for the place of their desti-' 
nation. On their arrival at the coast of Ireland, they were 
obliged to shelter themselves in Lough Foyle from a violent 
storm which again overtook them. The wind, however, having 
shifted, and continuing to blow tempestuously, they were obli- 
ged to keep out to sea. Two of the ships were thus separated 
from the rest by the violence of the storm, and returned to 
France; but the remaining three directed their course to the 
island of Say, where they anchored ; and having repaired their 
damages, took in a supply of provisions and thence sailed to 
Carrickfergus. 

In the mean time, an officer belonging to the small number 
of troopa at that time in Carrickfergus took post on a rising 
ground, with an advanced party, to observe the motions of the 
enemy. A skirmish ensued betwixt this party and Thurot's 
men, until the former, having expended all their ammunition, 
Mrere obliged to retire into the town. Having in vain attempt- 
ed to prevent the enemy from taking possession of it, the Bri- 
tish troops shut themselves up in the castle, where they were 
soon obliged to capitulate, after having killed about one hundred 
of their enemies, widi the loss of only three on their own part. 
The French having plundered the town, set sail on the twen- 
ty-sixth of Februai;y; aiid three days after were all taken 
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by captain Elliot, Thurot himself being killed in the engage- 
ment* 

Soon after the accession of George III. Ireland first began 
to be disturbed by a banditti who styled themselves White B^ys ; 
and as these were generally of the Romish persuasion, the pre- 
judices against that se-:t broke forth in the usual maniier. A 
plot was alleged to have been formed against government ; 
French and Spanish emissaries to have been sent over to Ireland, 
and actually to be employed to assist in carrying it into execution. 
The real cause of (his pommotion, however, was as follows : 
About the year seventeen hundred and thirty-nine the murrain 
broke out among the horned cattle in the duchy of Holstein, 
from whence it soon after spread through Ae other parts of 
Germany. »From Germany it reached Holland, from whence 
it was carried over to England, where it raged with great vio- 
lence for a number of years. ITie mitigation of the penal 
laws against the papists about this time encouraged the natives 
of the south of Ireland to turn their attention towards agricul- 
ture, and the poor began to enjoy the necessaries 61 life in a 
comfortable manner. A foreign demand for beef and butter, 
however, having become uncommonly great, by reason of the 
cattle distemper just mentioned, ground appropriated to grazing; 
became more Valuable than that emploj^e^ in tillage. The 
cotters were every where dispossessed of their little possessions, 
which the landlords let to monopolizers who could aiFord a 
higher rent. Whole baronies were now laid open to pasturage, 
while the former inhabitants were driven desperate by the want 
of subsistence. Numbers of them fled to the large cities or 
emigi-ated to foreign countries, while those who remained 
took small spots of land, about an acre each, at an exorbitant 
price, where they endeavoured if possible to procure the means 
of protracting a miserable existence for themselves and families. 
For some time these poor creatures were allowed by the more 
humane landlords the liberty of commonage ; but afterwards 
this was taken away, in despite of justice and a positive agree- 
xAent ; at the same time, the payment of tythes^ and the low 
price of labour, not exceeding the wages in the days of queen 
Elizabeth, aggravated the distresses of the unhappy suffered 
beyond measure. 
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In such a simation, it is no wonder that illegal methods were 
pursued in expectation of redress* . The people, cov^ed with 
white shirts, assembled in parades at night, turned up the ground^ 
destroyed cattle, and levelled the indosures of the commons* 
These unavailing efforts were construed into a plot against the 
government; numbers of the rioters were ^pfehended in the 
counties of Limerick, Cork, and Tippenuy, and some of them 
condemned and executed. In different places these unhappy 
wretches, instead of being looked upon as objects of compassion, 
were prosecuted with the utmost severity. Judge Aston, how- 
ever, who was sent over to try them, executed his office with 
such humanity as did him the highest honour. A most extraor- 
dinaxy and affecting instance of fhis was, that on his return from 
Dublin, for above ten miles from Clonmel, both sides of the road 
were lined with men, won^en, and children ; who, as he passed 
along, kneeled down and implored the blessing of heaven on hini 
as their guardian and protector. 

In the mean time, the violence of the White Boys continued^ 
notwithstanding that many examples were made. The idea of 
rebellion was still kept up; and without the smallest foundation^ 
many gentlemen of respectability were^publicly charged with being 
concerned in it, and some of them obliged to ^ve bail, in order to 
protect themselves from injury. The caiholics of Waterford 
presented a petition to Lord Hertford, the governor in 1765, hi 
behalf of themselves and brethren, protesting their loyalty and 
•bedience to government; bulTno effectual step was taken either 
to remove, or even to investig^e the cause of the disturbances* 

About two years after the appearance of the White Boys, st 
similar commotion arose in Ulster ; whidh, however, proceeded 
in part from a different cause, and was of a much shorter dura- 
tion. By an act of parliament, the making and repairing qf 
highways in Ireland was formerly a grievous oppression on the 
lower ranks of people. An housekeeper who had no horse was 
obliged to work at them six days in the yew ; and if he had a 
horse, the labour of both was required for the same space of 
time. ^Besides this oppression, the poor complained that they 
Were frequently obliged to work at roads made for the conve- 
mence of individuals, and which were of no service to the pub- 
Uc Nor were these the only grievances of viiiisik the insuri^ 

N 
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gents at this time complained: the tythes exacted by the efer- 
gy were said to be unreasonable, and the rent of land was more 
than they could bear. In 1763, therefore, being exasperated by 
a road proposed to be made through a, part of the country of Ar- 
magh, the inhabitants most immediately affected by it, rose in 
a body, and declared th^ they would make no more highways 
of the kind. As a mark of distinction, they wore oak branches 
in their hats, from which circumstance they called themselves 
pak Boys. The number of their partisans soon ibcreased, and 
the insurrection became general through the counties of Ar- 
magh, Tyrclne, Derry, and Fermanagh. In a few weeks, how* 
ever, they were dispersed by parties of the military; and the 
public tranquility was restored with the loss of only two or 
three }ives. The road-act, which had been so justly found fault 
with, was repealed next session ; and it was determined^ that 
for the future the roads should be made and repaired by a tax 
to be equally assessed on the lands of the rich and the poon 
Besides these, another set of insurgents called Steel Boys^ 
soon made their appearance, on the fpllowing account. The 
estate of an absentee nobleman happening to be out of lease^ he 
proposed, in$tead of an additional rent, to take fines from his 
tenants. Many of those who at that dme possessed his lands^ 
were unable to comply with his terms ; while others who could 
afford to do so, insisted upon a greater rent from their under- 
tenants than they were able to pay. The usual consequences 
of this kind of oppression instantly took place. Numbers being 
dispossed and thrown destitute, were forced into acts of outrage 
similar to those already mentioned. A very respectable far- 
mer, of the name of Douglas, having been charged with being 
a principal leader of the Steel Boys, wa^ seized and confined in 
Belfast, in order to be committed to the county jail ; but his 
friends and associates, highly irritated at the treatment he had 
received, and smelting under their own grievances, determined 
to rescue him by force. The design was eagerly entered into 
by great numbers all over the country ; and several hundreds, 
having provided themselves with offensive weapons, pro- 
ceeded to Belfast in order to release the prisoner. To 
prevent this, he was removed to the barracks, and placed under 
the guard of a large party of Highland soldiers quartered there. 
The Steel Boys, however, with a determined and undaunted 
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courage^ wordiy of the best cause, and in excellent order, press- 
ed forward to accomplish their purpose by force, and i^everal 
shots were actually exchanged between them and the military. 
The consequences would undoubtedly have been fatal, had it 
not been for a physician of highly respectable character, who 
interpdsed at the risk of his life, and prevailed upon those con- 
cerned to set the prisoner at liberty. The tumult, however^ 
was not thus quelled. The number of insurgents daily increas-» 
ed, and violences committed by them were much greater than 
those of the other two parties. Some were taken and tried at 
Carrickfergus, but none condemned. It was supposed that tht 
fear of popular resentment had influenced the judged ; for which 
reason an act was passed, enjoining the trial of such prisoners 
for the future to be held in counties different from those where 
the crimes were committed. This breach of a fundamental law 
of the constitution gave such offence^ that though several of 
the Steel Boys were afterwards taken tip and carried to the cas- 
tie of Dublin^ no jury would find them guilty. This obnoxious 
law was therefore repealed ; after which some of the insurgents^ 
being tried in their respective counties, were condemned and 
executed. • Thus the commotions were extinguished ; but as no 
methods were taken to remove the cause, the continued dis- 
tresses of the people drove many thousands of them to America 
in a few years. 

In the mean time, a very matterial alteration had taken place 
in the constitution of the kingdom, with regard to the duration 
of parliaments. At an early period these had xontinued only 
for a year; but afterwards they were prolonged until the death 
of a sovereign, unless he chose to dissolve it sooner by an Exer- 
tion of his prerogative. Thus, from the moment of their elec- 
tion, the commoners of Ireland were in a manner totally inde- 
pendent of the people, and under the influence of the crown; 
and government soon availed itself of this power to bribe a 
majority to serve its own purposes. Tarious methods wer6 
thought of to remedy this evil; but all proved inefiectual until 
the year 1768, when, during the administration of Lord Towns- 
hend, a bill was prepared and sent over to England, by which , 
it was enacted, that the Irish parliaments thenceforth should be 
held every seven years. It was tetomed with the addition of 
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one year; and from that period down to the imion with Great 
Britain, the parliament of Ireland continued to be octennial* 
During this session, [1769] an attempt was made by the British 
ministry to infringe upon the rights of the house of commons in 
a very material point* A money-bill, which had not originated 
in Ireland, was sent over from Britain, but- was rejected in a 
spirited manner. Its rejection gave great offence to the lord 
lieutenant, who repeatedly prorogued them till the year one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-one. 

The affairs of Ireland began now to draw towards that crisis 
which effected a remarkable revolution in favour of the liberties 
of the people. The passing of the octennial bill had diminish- 
ed, but not taken away, the influence of the crown ; and the situ- 
ation of affairs between great Britain and America had inclined 
the ministry to make the most of this influence possible. In one 
thousand seven himdrcd and seventy-three, Lord Harcourt, at 
that time governor of Ireland, exerted himself so powerfully in fa- 
vour of administration, that the voice of opposition in parliament 
was almost entirely silenced. The difiiculties, however, under 
which die whole nation laboured, began now to be so severely 
felt, that an address on the subject was presented by the com- 
mons to his excellency. In this they told him, that they hoped 
he would lay before his majesty the state of Ireland, restricted 
in its commerce from the short-sighted policy of former times> 
to the great injury of the kingdom, and the advantage of the ri- 
vals, if not of the enemies, of Great Britain. These hardships, 
they said, were not only impolitic, but unjust; and they told 
his excellency plainly, that they expected to be restored to some, 
if not to all their rights, which alotie coidd justify them to their 
constituents for laying upon them so many burdens during the 
course of this session. 

This representation to the lord lieutenant produced no effect; 
and Ireland for some years longer continued to groan under 
the burden of intolerable restrictions. These had principally 
taken place in the reign of Charles II. At this time it was en- 
acted, that beef or live catde should not be exported to En- 
gland; neither were the commodities of Ireland to be exported 
to the American colonies, nor American goods to be imported 
to any port in Ireland without first unloading them in some 
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gait of Eogland ^r Wales. All trade Mrith Asia, was excluded 
by charters granted to particular companies ; and restrictions 
were imposed upon almost every vaJluabl^ article of commerce 
sent to the different ports of Europe, Towards the end of king 
William's reign, an abscdute prohibition' w^ laid on the expor- 
tation of Irish wooL This restriction proved disadvantageous " 
not only to Ireland, but to Great Britain herself. By smug- 
gling, the French were plentifully supplied with Irish wool; 
and not only enabled to furnish woollen stuffs sufficientfor their 
own consumption, but even to vie with the British in the foreign 
markets* Other restrictions conspired to augment the ftational 
calamity; but that which was . most sensibly felt, took place in 
the year one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six. *' There 
*' had hitherto (says Mr. Crawford) been exported annually to 
" America large quantities of Irish linens : this very considera- 
" ble source of national advantage w^s now shut up, under pre- 
^ tence of rendering it more difficult for the enemy to be sup- 
" plied with the means of subsistence ; but in reality, to enable 
**a few rapacious English contractors to fulfil their engage- 
" ments, an embargo which continued, was laid upon the ex- 
*' portation of provisions from Ireland, by an unconstitutional 
" stretch of prerogative. Remittances to England, on various 
" accounts, particularly for the pa)anent of our forces abroad, 
^ were more than usually considerable^. These immediate 
" causes being combined with those which were invariable and 
** permanent, produced in this country very calamitous effects* 
" Black cattle fell very considerably in their value ; notwith- 
'* standing there were no buyers. The price of wool was re- 
'* duced in a still greater proportion. Rents fell every where ; 
*' nor in many places was it possible to collect them. An uni- 
** versal stagnation of business ensued. Credit was very mate- 
*' rially injured. Farmers were pressed by extreme necessity, 
*' and many of them became insolvent. Numbers of manufac- 
" turers were reduced to beggary, and would have perished, 
^ had they not been supported by public charity. Those of 
** every rank and condition were deeply affected by the calami- 
**tyof the times. Had the state of the exchequer permitted, grants 
*' might have been made to promote industry, and to alleviate the 
^^ national distress ; but it was exhausted to a very uncommon 
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*^ degree* Almost every branch of the revenue had failed. From 
** want of money tjie mUitia law could not be carried into exe- 
^< cution* We could not pay our forces abroad ; and to enable 
*< us to pay those at home, there was a necessity of borrowing 
*^ fifty diousand pounds from England. The money which 
^ parliament was forced to raise, it was obliged to borrow at an 
^^ exorbitant interest. England, in its present state, was affect* 
** ed with the wretched condition to which our aifair^ were re- 
** duced. Individuals there, who had estates in Ireland^ were 
*^ sharers of the common calamity ; and the attentioii pf indi- 
*^ vidudls ih the British parliament was turned to our situation, 
♦* who had even no personal interest in this country." 



CHAPTER K. 



WHILE things were in this deplorable situation, earl Nu- 
gent, in the year one thousand seven hundred and seventy- 
eight, undertook the cause of the Irish, by moving in parlia- 
ment^ that their afiairs should be taken into consideration by 
a committee of the whole house. This motion being agreed to 
almost unanimously, it was followed by several others, viz. 
That the Irish might be permitted to export direcdy to the 
British plantations, or to the setdements on th« coast of Africa^ 
all goods beij;ig the produce and numufacture of the kingdom, 
excepting only wool, or woollen manufactures, &c. That all 
goods, being the produce of any of the British plantations, or 
of the setdements on the coast of Africa, tobacco excepted, be 
allowed to be imported direcdy from Ireland to all places, ex- 
cept Britain* That glass manufactured in Ireland be permitted 
to be exported to all places, Britain excepted. — ^With respect to 
the Irish sail cloth and cordage, it was moved, that they should 
have the same privilege as for the cotton yam. 

These motions having passed unanimously> bills for the relief 
of Ireland were framed upon them accordingly. The trading 
and manufacturing towns of England, however, took the alarm, 
and petitions agjunst the Irish indulgence Were brought forward 
from many different quarters, and members instructed to op- 
pose it. In consequence of this, a warm contest tdok place on 
the second reading of the bills. Mr. Burke supported them 
vith all* the strength of his eloquence ; and as die minister 
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seemed to favour them, they were committed; though the vio- 
lent opp6sition to them still continued, which induced many of 
their friends at that time to desert their cause* 

Though the efforts of those who favoured die cause of Ire- 
land thus proved unsuccessful for the present, they renewed 
their endeavours before the Christmas vacation. They now 
UFged^ that independent of all claims fipm justice and hu- 
manity, the relief of Ireland was enforced by necessity. The 
trade with British America was now lost for ever ; and it was 
indispensably requisite to unite the remaining parts of the 
empire in one common interest and affection. Ireland had 
hitherto been passive ; but there was danger that, by driving 
her to extremities, she Would cast off the yoke altogether; of 
even if this should not happen, the tyranny of Britain would be 
of little advantage ; as on the event of a peace^ the people 
Would desert a country in which they had experienced such 
oppression, and emigrate to America, where they had a better 
prospect of liberty. On the other hand, they insisted, that 
Very considerable advantages must ensue to Britain by the 
emancipation of Ireland ; and every benefit extended to that 
country would be returned with accumulated interest. The 
business was at l&st summed up in a motion naade by lord New- 
haven, that liberty should be granted to the people of Ireland 
to import sugars from the West-Indies. This was carried; but 
the merchants of Glasgo^v and Manchester having petitioned 
against it, it was again lost through the interference of the 
minister, who now exerted his influence against the relief he 
had formerly declared in favour of. Various other efforts, 
however, were made to effect the intended purpose ; but nothing 
more could be obtained than a kind of compromise, by which 
lord Gower pledged himself, as far as he could answer for 
the conduct of others, that during the recess, some plan should 
be fallen upon for accommodating the affairs of Ireland to the 
satisfaction of all parties. 

In the mean time the affairs of this country hastened to a cri- 
sis which forced the British ministry to give that relief so long 
solicited, and which they so often promised without any inten- 
tion of performing their promises. As long as the affairs of the 
coimtry were under consideration of the British parlionent, 
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the inhabitante preserved some degree of patience $ but when 
they found themselves deserted by the minister} their discontent 
was inflamed beyond measure. The laws he had passed in 
their favour, viz. an allowance to plant tobacco, and a bill to 
encourage the growth of hemp, were considered as a mockery 
instead of relief 5 and it was now resolved to take such mea- 
sures as should effectually convince the ministry that it was not 
their interest to tyrannize any longer. With this view, associa* 
tions against the importation of British commodities, which 
had been entered into in some -places before, now became 
universal throughout the kingdom; and such as presumed to 
oppose the voice of the people in this respect, had the morti- 
fication to find themselves exposed to public obloquy and con- 
tempt on that account. Thus the Irish manufacturers began to 
revive ; and the people of Britain found themselves obliged seri- 
ously to take into consideration the relief of that country, and 
to look upon it as a matter very necessary to their interest. 
To this also they were still more seriously disposed by the 
military associations, which had taken place some time before, 
and now assumed a most formidable appearance. At first, the^e 
wore formed by accidental causes. The situation of Britain, 
for some time, had hot admitted of any effectual method being 
taken for the defence of Ireland. Its coasts had been insulted, 
and the trading ships taken by the French and American priva^ 
teers; nor was it at all improbable that an invasion might sooa 
follow. " The minister (says Mr. Crawford) told us that the 
situation of Britain was such as to render her incapable of pro* 
tecting us* The weakness of government, from the following 
circumstance, was strikingly obvious. The mayor of Belfast 
haying transmitted a memorial to the lord lieutenant, setting - 
forth the unprotected state of the coast, and requesting a body 
of the military for its defence, received for answer, that he 
could not afford him any other assistance than half a troop of 
dismounted horse smd half a company of invalids." In this di- 
lemma, a number of the inhabitants of the town associated for 
the purpose of self-defence ; and on the same principle, a few 
volunteer companies were formed in different parts of the king- 
dom. These chose their own oflicers, purchased their own 
arms and uniforms, and, with the assistance ef persona properly 

O 



106 Bfi VIE W tW THB 

qualified, assembled fegulariy on 4e pJEUnde to acqi^re akrioiT^ 
ledge in the miUtary aru Their respectable appearance, and 
the zeal they showed in the service of their country, soon exeit- 
cd curiosity f^nd attracted respect. Their number increased 
every day; and people of the first consequence became ambi« 
tious of being enrolled among them* As no foreign enemy ap-i 
peared, against whoin they might exercise their military prowess, 
these patriotic bands soop began to tutn their thoughts to- 
wards a deliverance from domestic oppression. No sooner was 
this idea made known, than it gave new vigour to the spirit (>£ 
volunteering; insomuch that, by the end of one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-eight, the military associations 
were thought to amount at least to thirty thousand men. 
But while thus formidable from their numbers, and openly 
avowing their intention to demand a restitution ^ of the^ 
rights from the British ministry, they professed the utmost loy- 
alty and a:ffection to the king ; and with regard to solwriety and 
decent denaeanour, they were not only unexceptionable, but 
exemplary. Instead of exciting disorder themselves, diey re- 
strained every kind of irregularity, and exerted themselves 
with unanimity and vigour for the execution of the laws. 

That such a body of armed men, acting without any com- 
mand or support from government, should be an object of ap- 
prehension to the ministry, is not to be wondered at. In the 
the infancy of their associations indeed, they might have been 
suppressed; but matters had been suffered to proceed too far; 
and, as they stood at present, all resistance was vain. As the 
volunteers could not be controled, some attempts were made 
to bring them under the influence of the crown ; but this being 
' found impossible, ministry thought fit to treat them with an ap- 
pearance 6f confidence ; and accordingly, orders were issued 
for supplying them with sixteen thousand stand of arms. 

The Irish parliament, thus encouraged by the spirit of tfce 
nation, and prdssed by the difficulties arising from the diminish- 
ed value of their estates, resolved to exert themselves in a becom- 
ing manner, in order to procure relief to their country* At 
their meeting in October, one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-nine, an address to his majesty was drawn up; in which it 
was expressly declared, that *' it was not by temporary expedi- 
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^ eats, but by a.free trade alome^ that Irelmid wa^ now to be sa\^e4 
" from impending ruin." When this address was carried up 
lothe lord lieutenant, the streets of DuUin were lined with vo* 
lunteers, commanded by the duke of Leinster^ in their arms 
and uniform. But, though a general expectation of relief was 
BOW diffused) an anxious fear of disappointment still continued* 
If the usual supply was granted for two years, there was danger 
Cff the distresses continuing for all that time ; and after it was 
granted, *the prorogation of parliament might pvtt a stop to the 
expected relief altogether. The people, however, were not now 
to be trifled with* As the court-party showed an ' aversion 
to comply with the popular measures^ a mob rose in Dublin^ 
who, among other acts of violence^ pulled down the house of 
the attorney-general, an^l did their utmost to compel the mem« 
bers to promise their couptenance to the matter in hand. When 
the point therefore came to be debated, some espoused the po* 
pular side from principle, others from necessity ; so that on the 
whole a majority' appeared in favour of it. A sh(>rt money biU 
»as passed and transmitted to England; where, though very 
mortifying to the minister, it passed also. 

On the meeting of the British paiiiament in December, the 
iri^ affairs were first taken into consideration in the house of 
peers. The necessity of granting relief to that kingdom was 
strongly set forth by the lord who introduced them. He saidy 
die Irish, now conscious of possessing a force and consequence 
to whidi they had hitherto been strangers, had resolved to ap* 
ply it to obtain the advantages of which the nation, by this 
spirited exertion, now shewed themselves worthy. Had they 
for some time before been gratified in lesser matters, they would 
aow have received wkh gratitude^ what they would, as affairs 
stood at present, consider only as a matter of right. He then 
moved for a vote of censure against his majesty's mimsters for 
their neglect of Ireland. This motion was rejected ; but earl 
Gower, who had now deserted the cause of ministry, declared^ 
that there did not exist in his mind a single doubt that the vote 
of censure was not well founded. He added, in his owq vindi- 
cation^ that early in the summer he had promised that relief 
should be granted to Ireland, and had done every thing in his 
power to keep his word ; but that all his efforts had proved 
frttidess* 
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In the house of commons the muiister found himself so har^ 
pressed by the arguments of the minority, and the short money- 
bill from Ireland, that he was obliged to declare^ that in le» 
than a week he intended to move for a committee of the whole 
house to take the affairs of Ireland into consideration. On the 
thirteenth of December he accordingly brought forward his pro- 
positions in favour of this kingdom. The design of these waa 
to repeal the laws prohibiting the exportation of Irish manufac- 
tures made of wool or wool flocks ; to repeal as much of the 
act of 19th George II. as. prohibited the importation of glass 
into Ireland, except of British manufacture, or the exportatioa 
of glass from Ireland ; and to permit the Irish to export and 
import commodities to and from the West Indies and the Bri- 
tish settlements on the coast of Africa,^ subject to such resolu- 
tions and restrictions as should be imposed by the Irish parlia- 
ment. 

On these propositions his lordship made several remarks by 
way of explanation. One object of them, he said, was to re- 
store to Ireland the wool export and woollen manufacture* In 
sixteen hundred and ninety-two, from jealousy or some other 
motive, an address had been presented by the tnglish parlia- 
ment, recommending a kind of compact between the two king- 
doms ; the terms of which were, that England should enjoy the 
woollen manufacture, and Ireland the linen, exclusively. But 
notwithstanding this agreement, it was certain, that England 
carried on the linen manufacture to as great extent as Ireland, 
while at the same time she retained the monopoly of the 
woollen. The first step taken, in consequence of this agreement^ 
was to lay a heavy duty, equal to a prohibition, upon all wool 
and woollens exported ; and when this act, which was but a 
temporary one by way of experiment, expired, the English par- 
liament passed a similar one, and made it perpetual; by means 
of which and some others a total end was put to the woollen 
trade of Ireland. 

With regard to the trade of Ireland, his lordship observed, 
that, upon an average of the six^years from 1766 to 1772 j the 
export to Ireland was somewhat more than two nullions; and, 
in the succeeding six years, from 1772 to 1/78, about as much 
more; nearly one half being British manufacture and produce ;^ 
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Ae other half certified articles, of which this country was the 
ineditim of conveyance. The native produce, on an average^ 
was somewhat more than jf 900,000; but of this only ^200,000 
were woollens. The woollen manufacture of Ireland would 
long continue in a state of infancy ; and though cloths had been 
manufactured sufficient for home consumption, yet it could 
hardly be expected that Ireland would rival Great Britain at 
the foreign markets, when, after the expence of land-carriage, 
freight, insurance, and factorage, the latter was able to under- 
sell Ireland in her own market on the very spot, even though 
aided by the low wages and taxes paid in the country. 

With regard to the linnen, his lordship observed, that ho#* 
ever prosperous it might appear, yet it still was capable of great 
improvement. The idea of extending and improving the linen- 
manufacture of Ireland originated from a pamphlet written by 
sir William Temple ; and this gave rise to the compact which 
had been referred to. But though this compact was now about 
to be dissolved, it was his opinion that the bounties on import- 
ing Irish linens ought not to be discontinued ; because it appear* 
ed, that the British bounties had operated as a great encourage- 
ment to the Irish manufactures, at the same time that the sum 
appropriated to this purpose amounted to more than j^l 3,000. 

With regard to the dissolution of the compact betwixt En» 
gland and Ireland, he observed, that, as a more liberal spirit 
had now appeared on both sides of the water, he hoped both 
kingdoms would be perfectly contented. Ireland would never , 
be able to rival England in the fine woollen fabrics ; but allow- 
ing the Irish to manufacture their own wool, would put an end 
to. the contraband trade with France ; and it ought to be re- 
membered, that whatever was an advantage to Ireland, must, 
sooner or later, be of singular advantage to Great Britain, and 
by the proposed regulations in their commercial connections, 
the two kingdoms would be put more upon an equality. 

With regard to the glass manufacture, his lordship likewise 
observed, that' Ireland had been very injuriously treated. Be- 
fore the act of 19th George II. they had begun to make some 
progress in the lower branches of the glass manufacture; but 
by that act they were not only prevented from importing^ any 
other glass than what was of British manufacture ; but also 
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from exporting their own glass, or putting it on a horse or car- 
riage with a design to be exported. This act had been com* 
plained of in Ireland as a great piece of inju9tice, and it was . 
thevintention of his proposition to remove that grievancci 

With regard to the third proposition, his lordship observed, 
that allowing Ireland a free trade to the colonies must be con- 
sidered as a favour to that kingdom. Cbnsidering her even as 
9X1 independent state, she could set up no claim to an inter- 
course with the British colonies. By ever}' principle of justiccf 
cf the laws of nations, and the custom of the other European 
powers who had setdements and distant dependencies, the mo? 
ther country had an exclusive right to trade with, and to foiiiid 
all others from having any intercourse with them. Were not 
this the case, what nation under the sun would spend their 
blood and treasure in establishing a colony, and protecting and 
defending it in its infant state^ if other nations were afterwards 
lo reap the advantages derived from their labour^ hazard, and 
expence. But though Great Britain had a right to restrain 
Ireland from trading with her colonies, his lordship declared 
himself of opinion that it would be proper to allow her to partir 
cipate of the trade. This would be the only prudent means of 
affording her relief; it would be an unequivocal proof of th§ 
candour and sincerity of Great Britain ; and he had not the 
least doubt but it would be received as such in Ireland. Bri- 
tain, however, ought not to be a sufferer by her bounty to Ircr 
land ; but tWs would be the case, should the colony trade ht 
thrown open to the latter, without accompanying it with restrict 
tibns similar to those which were laid upon the British trade 
with them. An equal trade must include an equal diare of 
duties and taxes ; and this was the only proper ground on which 
the benefits expected by the Irish nation could be either granted 
jor desired* 

Having made some other observations on the propriety of 
these measures, they were regularly formed into motions, and 
passed unanimously. In Ireland they were received with the 
latmost joy and gratitude by both houses of. parliament. On 
the 20th of December the following resolutions were passed ; 
yiz* That the exportation of woollen and other munu&ctttres 
from Ireland to all foreign places will materially tend to iselievc 
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its distresses, increase its wealthy promote its prosperity, and 
Aerefore advance the welfare o£ Britain, and the common 
strength, wealthy and commerce of the British empire ; that a. 
liberty to trade with the British colones in America and the 
West^-Indies, and the settlements on die coast of Afric^ will be 
prodacdve of very great commercial benefits ; will be ^ mos^ 
affectionate mark of the regard and attention of Great Britain 
to the distresses of the kingdom ; and will give new vigour t». 
the zeal of his majesty's brave and loyal people of Ireland to 
stand forth in support of his majesty's person and government, 
and the interest, the honour, and dignity of the British em- 
pire. l%ie same resolutions were nes&t day passed in the house 
of peers. 

The highest encomiums were now passed on lord North. Hb 
exertions in favour of .Ireland were declared to have been great 
and noble; he was styled the great advocate of Ireland;''^ and 
it was foretold, that he would be of glorious and immortal m^r 
mory in that kingdom. But while these paneg3nrics were sq 
lavishly made -on the;;minister, the members in opposition, in the 
British parliament, were spoken of in very indiiFereQt terms* 
It was said, that while they thought the minister did not mean 
to go into the business of Ireland^ they called loudly for censure 
against him for not doing it; but when it was found that he 
meant seriously to take their affairs into consideration, they had 
then basely seceded^ and wholly forsaken the interest of die 
kingdom. These censures were so loud, that a member of the 
British house of commons wrote a letter to be communicated to 
his friends in Ireland^ in which he represented, that however poli« 
& it might be to compliment the minister on the presentoccasion, 
ti was neither very wise nor generous in the members of the Irish 
parliament, to be so ready in bestowing invectives against their old 
friends in England. With regard to the minister^ it was alleged, 
ihat until he was driven to it by the measures adopted in Ire-» 
land, his conduct had been extremely equivocal, dilatory, and 
indecisive. The minority had been jusdy incensed against 
Mm for having so grossly sacrificed the honour of the nation 
and the dignity of parliament, as to refuse any substantial relief 
to the Irish, until their own exertions had made it appear that 
every thing wliich could be done for them by the British parUameiit 
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was not a matter of choice but of necessity. The mmority-, it 
was said^ had earnestly and repeatedly laboured to procure re- 
lief for the people of Ireland; and if they had now contented 
themselves with a silent acquiescence in the minister's proposi- 
tions, it was only until they should know whether they would 
be satisfactory to the people of Ireland; and because what was 
now done, appeared to be more an act of state than of parlia- 
mentary deliberation and discussion* 

To the propositions already mentioned, lord North added 
three others. 1. For repealing the prohibition of exporting 
gold coin from Gr^at Britain to Ireland. 2. For removing the 
prohibition to import foreign hops into Ireland, and the draw- 
back on the exportation of foreign hops. 3. For enabling his 
majesty's Irish subjects to become members of the Turky com- 
pany^ and to export woollens in British or Irish bottoms to 
the Levant. In support of this last resolution his lordship 
urged, that it was necessar}'^, because the exportation of woollens 
having been granted to Ireland, the Irish would naturally ex- 
pect a share in the Turky trade ; which, as matters stood, was 
impossible, it having hitherto been a received opinion, that no 
Irishman could be elected a member of the Turky company. 
Notwithstanding all the satisfaction, however, with which the 
news of these bills was received in. Ireland, it was not long be- 
fore thoughts of a diflFerent kind began to take place. It was 
suggested, that a free trade could be but of little use^ if held by a 
precarious tenure. The repeal of the obno^^ous laws, was re- 
presented as an act of necessity^ not of choice, on the part of 
the British parliaments When that necessity, therefore, no lon- 
ger existed, the same parliament might recal the benefits it had 
granted, and again fetter the Irish trade by restrictions perhaps 
more oppressive than before. To secure the advantages they 
now possessed, it was necegsary that the kingdom should enjoy 
the benefits of a free constitution. For this the people looked 
up to the volunteer companies ; and the idea of having such 
a glorious object in their power, augmented the numbers of 
those which had also been increased from other causes* They 
had now received the thanks of both houses of parliament, and 
thus obtained the sanction of the legislature. Thus many who 
had formerly scrupled to connect themselves with, a lawless 
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body, made no scruple to enter their lists. Gbvemmcnt also 
engaged several of their friends in the volunteer cause* New 
companies^ were therefore raised ; but whatever might be the 
political sentiments of the officers, the private men were univer- 
sally, attached to the popular cause. The national spirit was 
likewise kept up by several patriotic publications, particularly 
the letters signed Owen Roe O'Neal, which in an especial 
manner attractecl the public attention ; nor was the pulpit back- 
ward in contributing its part in the same cause. 

To give the greater weight to their determinations, the 
volunteers now began to form themselves into battalions ; and 
in a very short time they were all united in this manner, 
excepting a small number of companies5 which, from accidental 
causes, continued separate. The newspapers were filled with 
resolutions from the several corps, declaring Ireland to be an 
independent kingdom, entitled by reason, nature, and compact, 
to all the privileges of a free constitution ; that no power in the 
world, excepting the king, with the lords and commons of 
Ireland, had or ought to have, power to make laws for binding 
the Irish ; and that, in support of these rights and privileges, 
they were determined to sacrifice their lives and property. 

Notwithstanding all this zeal, however, the representatives of 
the people in Ireland seem yet to have behaved in a very supine 
and careless manner, and to have been entirely obedient to the 
dictates of government. One of the house of commons declared 
m the mcMith of April seventeen hundred and eighty, that *^ no 
" power on earth, excepting the king, lords, and commons of 
** Ireland, had a right to make laws to bind the people.'* 
"Every member in thfe house (says Mr. Crawford,) oiie 
" excepted, ackniiwledge the truth of the proposition, either in 
"express terms, or by not opposing it; and yet, however 
"astonishing it may appear, it was evident, that had the 
" question been put, it would have been carried in the negative. 
•*The matter was compromised. The question was not put : 
" and nothing relating to it was entered on the journals." 

This inattention, or rather unwillingness, of the majority to 
serve their country. Was more fully manifested in the Case of 
a mutiny bill, which they allowed to be made perpetual in 
Ireland, chough that in England had always been cautiously 
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.passed ohiy from year to year. After it was passed,- however,* 
some of the zealous patriots, particularly Mr. Grattan, took 
g^at pains to set forth the bad tendency of that act. He 
observed, that standing armies in the time of peace were contrary 
to the principles of the constitution and the safety of public 
liberty ; they had subverted the liberty of all nations excepting 
in those cases where their number was small, or the power of 
the sovereign over them limited in some respect or other ; but 
it was in vain to think of setting bounds to the power of the chief 
magistrate, if the people chose by a statute to bind themselves 
to give thenf a perpetual and irresistible force. The mutiny 
bill, or martial law methodized, was directly opposite to the 
common law of the land. It set aside the trial by jury and all 
the ordinary steps of law ; establishing in their stead a summary 
proceeding, arbitrary crimes and punishmentS5 a secret sentence, 
and sudden execution. ' The object of this was to bring those 
who were subject io it to a state of implicit subordination, and 
render the authority of the sovereign absolute. The people of 
England, therefore, from a laudable jealousy on all subjects in 
which their liberty was concerned, had in the matter of martial 
law exceeded their usual caution. In the preamble to the 
mutiny act, they recited part of the the declaration of right, 
*^ that standing armies had martial law in time of peace, without 
" the consent of parliament, are iUegaL" Having then stated 
the purity and simplicity of their ancient constitution, and set 
forth the great principle of magna charta, they admitted a partial 
and temporary repeal of it : they admitted an army, and a law 
for its regulation, but at the same time theylimited the number 
of the former, and the duration o£ both ; confining the existence 
of the troops themselves* the law that regulated them, and the 
power .that commanded them, to ome year. TTius were the 
standing forces of England rendered a parliamentary army, and 
the military rendered effectually subordinate to the civil 
magistrate, because dependent cm parliament. Yet the people 
of England considered the army, even thus limited, only as a 
necessary evil, and would not admit even of barracks, lest the 
soldier should be still more alienated from the state of a subject; 
and in this state of alienaton have a post of strength, which 
would augment the danger arising from his situation. MTben 
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dieparlUmentoflrelandproceededtoreguktethearmyythereforejF 
they ought to have adopted the maxims of the British constitution, 
as well as the rules of British discipline. But they had totally 
departed from the maxims and example of the English, and 
that in the most important concern, the government of the sword. 
Tliey had omitted t^ preamble which declared the great 
charter of liberty ; they had left the number of forces in the 
breast of the king, and under these circumstances they had 
made the bill perpetual. 

it* is pn>bal;4e diat the bulk of the Irish nation did not at first 
perceive the dangerous tendency of the bill in question. The 
representations of Mr. Grattan and others, however, soon 
opened their eyes, sind a general dissatisfaction took place. 
This was much increased by two unsuccessful attempts in the 
house of commons ; one. to obtain an act for modifying Poyii- 
log's law i and the other for securing die independency of the 
judges. A imiversal disgust against the spiritless conduct o^ 
parliament now took place ; and the hopes of the. people were 
once more set on the volunteers. 

As it became now somewhat probable that these companies 
might at last be obliged to assert the rights of their countrymen 
fcy force of arms^ reviews were judged necessary to teach them 
how to act in larger bodies, and to give them more exact 
knowledge of the use of arms. Several of these reviews took 
place in ^e summer of one thousand seven hundred and eighty. 
The spectators in general were struck with the novelty and gran- 
deur of the sight; the volunteers became more than ever the 
objects of esteem and admiration,' and their numbers increased 
accordingly. The reviews in the following year exceeded those 
of the former; and the dexterity of the corps who had associ- 
ated more early, was now observed to be greater than that of 
the rest. More than five thousand men were reviewed at 
Belfast, whose performances were set off to peculiar advantage 
by the display of thirteen pieces of cannon. They showed 
their alacrity to serve their country in the field, on a report 
having arisen that the kingdom was ta be invaded by the 
combined fleets of France and Spain ; and for their spirited 
behaviour on this occasion they received a second time the 
ihanka of both houses of parliament. 
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Such prodigious military preparations coold not but alarm 
the British ministry in the highest degree ; and it was not to 
be doubted that the Irish volunteers would come to the same 
extremities the Americans had done, unless their wishes were 
speedily xX)mplied with. 8ull« however, it was imagined possi*- 
ble to suppress them, and it was supposed to be the duty of the 
lord lieutenant to do so* It was during the administration of 
the duke of Buckingham that the volunteers had .grown into 
such consequence : he was therefore recalled^ and the earl of 
Carlisle appointed in his place. Though it was impossible for 
the new governor to suppress the spirit of the nation, he found 
it no difficult matter to obtain a majority in parliament. Thus 
every redress was for the present eflFectually denied. Neither 
the modification of Po3mmg's law^ nor the repeal of the 
obnoxious parts of the mutiny bill, could be obtained. The 
volunteers, exasperated at this behaviour, resolved at once to 
shew that they were determined to do themselves justice, fmd 
were conscious that they had power to do so. At a meeting of 
the officers of the southern- battalion of the Armagh re^ment, 
commanded by the earl of Charlemount, the following resolu- 
tions were entered into^ December 2Sth, one thousand sev^i 
hundred and eighty-one. — 1. That the most vigorous and 
effectual methods ought to be pursued for rooting corruption 
out from the legislative body. 2. For this purpose a meeting 
of delegates from all the volunteer associations was necessary; 
and Dungannon, as the most central town in the province of 
Ulster, seemed to be the fittest place for holding such a meeting. 
3. That as many and lasting advantages might aUend the holding 
such a meeting before die present session of parliament was much 
farther advanced, the 15th of February next should be appointed 
for it. 

These resolutions proved highly offensive to the friends of 
government, and every method was taken to discourage it. On 
the appointed day, however, the representatives of a hundred 
and forty-three volunteer corps did attend at Dungannon ; and 
the results of their deliberations were as follow :— 1. It having 
been asserted, that volunteers^ as such, cannot with propriety 
debate or publish their opinions on political subjects, or on the 
conduct of parliament^ or puJblia men, it was resolved \mani* 
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moualy, that a citizen, -by learning the use of arms^ does not 
abandon any of his civil rights- 3. That a claim from any body 
of men, other than the king, lords^ and commons of Ireland, to 
make laws to bind the people, is illegal, unconstitutional, and a 
grievance. 3* Resolved, with- one dissenting voice only, that 
the powers exercised by the privy council of both kingdoms^ 
under ccdour or pretence of the law of Poyning's, are unconsti^ 
tutional and a grievance* 4« Resolved unanimously, that the 
ports of this country are by right open to all foreign countries 
not at war with the king; and that any burden thereupon, or 
obstruction thereto, excepting only by the parliament of Ireland, 
are unconstitutional and a grievance. 5. Resolved, with one 
dissenting voice only, that a mutiny bill, not limited in point of 
duration form session to session, is unconstitutional and a 
grievance. 6. Resolved unanimously, that the independence of 
judges is equally essential to the impartial administration of 
justice in Ireland as in England, and that the refusal or delay 
of this right, is in itself unconstitutional and a grievance. 
7. Resolved, with eleven dissenting voices only, that it is the 
decided and unalterable determination of the volunteer associa- 
tions to seek a redress of those grievances ; and they pledged 
themselves to their country, and to each other, as freeholders^ 
fellow-citizens, and men of honour, that they would, at every 
ensuing election, support only those who had supported them, 
and would support them therein, and that they would use all 
constitutional means to make such pursuit of redress speedy and 
efFectu^l. 8. Resolved, with only one dissenting voice, that the 
minority in parliament, who had supported those constitutional 
rights, are entitled to the most grateful thanks of the volunteer 
companies, and that an address to the purpose be signed by the 
chairman, and published with the resolutions of the present 
meeting. 9. Resolved unanimously, that four members from 
each county of the province of Ulster, eleven to be a quorum, 
be appointed a committee till the next general meeting, to act 
for the volunteer' corps, and to call general meetings of the 
province as occasion requires. 10. The committee bebg ap- 
pomted, and the time of general meetings, and some other affairs 
of a similar nature setded, it was resolved unanimously, that the 
court of Portugal having unjustly refused entry to certain Irish 
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<!ommodities, the delegates would not consume any wine of the. 
growth of Portugal, and that they would use all their influence 
to prevent the use of the said wine^ excepting what was then in 
the kingdom, until such time as the Irish exports should be 
received into the kingdom of Portugal. 11. Resolved, with 
only two dissenting voices, that they hold the right of private 
judgment in matters of religion equally sacred in others as in . 
^emselves ; and that they rejoiced in the relaxation of the penal 
laws against the Roman. Catholics^ as a measure fraught with 
the happiest consequences to the union and prosperity of the 
inhabitants of Ireland. 



CHAPTER X. 



WHILE these proceedings took place at Dungannon, tbe 
ministry carried all before them in parliament. In a debate 
concerning the exclusive legislative privileges of Ireland, a law 
toember, speaking of ^e arbitrary acts of England, asserted, 
that *' power constituted right ;•' and a motion that the commons 
should be declared the representatives of the people, was carried 
in the negative. These scandalous proceedings could not buit 
hasten the ruin of their cause* The resolutions entered into at 
the Dungannon meeting were received throughout the kingdom 
with the utmost applause. A few days after, Mr. Grattan, 
whose patriotism has been already taken notice of, moved in 
Ae house of commons for a long and spirited address to his 
majesty, declaring the rights of the kingdom, and asserting the 
principle w^iich now began to prevail, that Ireland could legally 
ke bound by no power but that of the king, lords, and com- 
mons of the country ; though the British pariiament had as- 
sumed such a power. This motion was at present rejected by 
a large majority ; but their eyes were soon, enlightened by the 
volunteers. 

These having now appointed their committees of correspon* 
dcnce, were enabled to communicate their sentiments to one 
another widi the utmost facility and quickness. An association 
was formed in the name of the nobility, representa- 
tives, freeholders, and inhabitants of the county of Armagh, 
wherein they set forth the necessity of declaring their senti^- 
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ments openly, respecting the fundamental and undoubted rights 
of the nation. They declared, that in every situation in life, 
and with all the means in their power, they would maintain the 
constitutional right of the kingdom to be governed only by the 
king and parliament of Ireland ; and that they would; in every 
instance, uniformly and strenuously oppose the execution of any 
statutes, excepting such as derived their authority from the par- 
liament just mentioned; and they pledged themselves to sup- 
port what they now declared with their lives and fortunes. 

This declaration was quickly adopted by all the counties, and 
similar sentiments became universally avowed throughout the 
kingdom. The change in the British ministry in the spring of 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-two, facilitated the 
wishes of the people. The duke of Portland^ who came over 
as lord lieutenant in ;Xpti\ that year, sent a most welcome mes- 
sage to parliament. He informed them, that ^' his majesty, 
*' being concerned to find that discontents and jealousies were 
^^ prevailing among his loyal subjects^ in Ireland, upon matters 
<* of great weight and importance; he recommended it to par- 
^ liament to take the same into their most serious consideration, 
*^ in order to such a final adjustment ^s might give mutual satis- 
'* faction to his kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland.'* • 

Mr. Grattan, whose patriotic efforts had never Been slacken- 
ed, now Ventured to propose a second time in parliament, the 
address which had been rejected before. On the 16th of April 
he began a speech to this purpose, with an elegant panegyric on 
the volunteers, and the late conduct of the people. The Irish, 
he said, were no longer a divided colony, but an united land, 
manifesting itself to the rest of the world in signal instances 
of glory. In the rest of Europe, the ancient spirit was expired ; 
liberty was yielded, or empire lost; nations were living upon 
the memory of past glory, or under the care of mercenary ar- 
mies. In Ireland, however, the people, by departing from the 
example of other nations, had now become an example to them. 
Liberty, in former times, and in other nations, was recovered by 
the quick feelings and rapid impulse of the populace. But in 
Ireland, at the present period, it was recovered by an act of the 
whole nation, reasoning for three years on its situation, and 
then rescubg itself by a settled sense of right pervading the 
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4aiid. The meeting of the delegates at Dungaimon^was sm 
original measure ; and like all of that kind, continued to be 
matter of surprise, until at last it became matter of admiration^ 
Great measures, such as the meeting of the English at Aunny- 
mead, and of the Irish at Dungannon, were not the consequen- 
ces of precedent, but carried in themselves both precedent and 
principle; and the public cailse in both instances would infalli-^. 
bly have been lost had it been trusted to parliament. The 
meeting at Dungannon had resolved, that the claim of the Bri- 
tish parliament was ille;^ ; and this was a constitutional decla- 
ration. The Irish volunteers were associated for the preserva- 
tion of the lawsy but the conduct of the British parliament sub- 
verted all law. England, however, had no reason to fear the Irish 
volunteers ; they would sacrifice their lives in her cause. The 
two nations formed a general confederacy. The perpetual -an- 
nexation of the crown was a great bond; but magna charta was 
still a greater. It would be easy for Ireland to find a king; 
but it would be impossible to find a nation who could commu- 
nicate to them such a charter as magna charta; and it was this 
which made their natural connecticfn with England. The Irish 
nation were too high in pride, character, and power, to suffer 
any other nation to make their laws. England had indeed 
brought forward the question, not only by making laws for Ire- 
land the preceding session, but by enabling his majesty td 
repeal all the laws which England had made for America. 
Had she consented to repeal the declaratory law against Anae* 
rica? and would she refuse to repeal that against Ireland? 
The Irish nation were incapable of submitting to such a distinct 
tion. 

Mr. Grattan now found his eloquence much more powerful 
than formerly. The motion which, during this very session^ 
had been rejected by a great majority, was now agreed to after 
a short debate, and the address to his majesty prepared accord- 
ingly. In this, after thanking his majesty for his gracious 
message, and declaring their attachment to his person and go^ 
vernment, they assured him, that the subjects of Ireland are 
a free people ; that the crown of Ireland is an imperial crown, 
inseparably annexed, to that of Britain, on which connection the 
interests and happiness of both nations essentially depend : bvit 

Q 
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the kiflgdom of Ireland is distinct, with a parliament of its own ; 
that there is no body of men competent to make laws to bindlreland, 
except the king, lords, and commons thereof; nor any other pal*- 
liament that hath any power or authority of any sort whatsoever, 
in this country, except the parliament of Ireland. They assur- 
ed his majesty, that they humbly conceive, that in this right 
the very essence of their liberties did exist; a right which 
they, on the part of all Ireland, do claim as their birth-right, 
and which they cannot yield but with their Ijves. They assur- 
ed^ his majesty, that they had seen with concern certain claims 
advanced by the parliament of Great Britain, in an act intitled, 
«' For the better securing the dependency of Ireland ;** an act con- 
taining liiatter etttirely irreconcileable to the fundamental rights 
of the nation. They informed his majesty, that they conceived 
this act, and the claims it advanced, to be the great and princi- 
paX cause of the discontents aiid jealousies in the kingdom. 
They assured him, that his commons did most sincerely wish, 
that all the bills which become law in Ireland, should receive 
the approbation of his majesty under the seal of Great Britain; 
but yet, that they conceived the practice of suppressing their 
bills in the council of Ireland, or altering them any where, to 
be another just cause of discontent and jealousy. They further as* 
sured his majesty, that an act intitled, *<For the better accommo- 
^ dation of his majesty's forces," being unlimited in duration, 
and defective in some other circumstances, was another just 
cause of jealousy and discontent. These, the principal causes 
of jealousies and discontent in the kingdom, they had submitted 
to his majesty, in humble expectation of redress; and they con* 
eluded with an assurance, that they were more confident in the 
hope of obtaining redress, as the people of Ireland had been, 
and were, not more disposed to share the freedom of England, 
Aan to support her in her difficulties, and to share her fate. 

To this remarkable address a most gracious answer was 
given. In a few daj^s the lord lieutenant made a speech to 
both houses ; in which he informed them, that by the magnani-^ 
inity of the king, and wisdom of the British parliament, he 
was enabled to assure them, that imitiediate attenti(»i had been 
paid to their representations, and that the legislature of Bri- 
tain had concurred in a resolution to remove the causes of 
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their discontents, and were united in a desire to gratify eveiy 
wish expressed in the late address to the thif^e: and that, 
in the mean time, his majesty wsis graciously disposed to give 
his royal assent to acts to prevent the suppressing of bills in 
the Irish privy council, and to limit the mutiny-bill to Ap 
term of two years. 

The joy which now diffused itself all over the kingdom waa 
extreme. The warmest addresses were presented not only to 
his majesty, but to the lord lieutenant. The commons instandy 
voted a hundred thousand pounds to his n^ajesty, to enable 
him to raise twenty thousand men for the navy; and soon 
after, five thousand men were likewise voted from the Irish 
establishment. The volunteers became in a peculiar manner 
the objects of gratitude and universal praise ; but none was 
placed in so conspicuous a light as Mr. Grattan. Addresses 
of thanks flowed in upon him from all quarters; and the com- 
mons addressed his majesty to give him fifty thousand pounds, 
as a recompense of his services ; for which they promised to 
make provision. 

This request was also complied with; but still the jealou- 
sies of the Irish were not completely eradicated. As the in* 
tended repeal of the declaratory act was found to be simple^ 
without any clause expressly relinquishing the claim of right, 
several members of the house of commons were of opinion, 
that the liberties of Ireland were not yet thoroughly secured. 
The majority, however, were of opinion, that the simple re- 
peal q{ the obnoxious act was sufficient; but many of the nar 
tion at large held different sentiments. Mr. Flood, a membelr 
of the house, and a zealous patriot, now took the lead in this 
matter; while Mr. Grattan lost much of his popularity by es- 
pousing the contrary opinion. The matter, however, was to 
appearance finally setded by the volunteers, who declared them- 
selves on Mr. Grrattan's side. Still some murmurings were 
heard ; and it must be owned, that even yet the conduct of Bri? 
tain appeared equivocal. An English law was passed, permitting 
importation from one of the West-India islands to all his map 
jesty's do.minions ; and of course including Ireland, though the 
trade of the latter had been declared absolutely free. This was 
looked upon in a very unfavourable light. Great offence wa# 
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also taken at a mcmjber of the English house of lords, for a 
speech in parliament, in which he asserted, that Great Britain 
had a right to bind Ireland in matters of an external nature ; 
and proposed to bring in a bill for that purpose. The public 
discontent was also greatly inflamed by some circumstances 
relating to this bill, which were particularly obnoxious. Lord 
Beauchamp, in a spirited letter addressed to the first company 
of Belfast volunteers, was at much pains to show that the secu- 
rity of the legislative privileges obtained from the parliament of 
Britain was insufficient. The lawyers corps of volunteers, in 
Dublin, who also took the question into consideration, were of 
the same opinion ; but the circumstance which gave the greatest 
offence was, that the chief justice in the English court of kingV 
bench gave judgment in an Irish cause, contrary to a law which 
had limited all such judgments to the first of June. AH 
these reasons of discontent, however, were removed upon the 
death of the marquis of Rockingham, and the appointment of 
the new ministry who succeeded him. Lord Temple went over 
to Ireland, and his brother and secretary, Mr. Grenville, went 
to England, where he made such representations of the discon- 
tents which prevailed concerning the insufficiency of the decla- 
ratory act, that Mr. Townshend, one of the secretaries of state, 
moved in the house of commons for leave to bring in a bill to 
remove from the minds of the people of Ireland all doubts re- 
specting their legislative and judicial privileges. ITiis bill 
contained, in the fullest and most express terms, a relinquishment 
on the part of the British legislature, of all claims of a right to 
interfere with the judgment of the Irish courts, or to make laws 
to bind Ireland in time to come. 

The short, but highly useful, administration of lord Temple, 
was followed by that of the earl of Northington, on the third of 
June, seventeen hundred and eighty-three. The expected dis- 
solution of parliament (which immediately took place) had created 
an universal ferment m the minds of the people. The volunteers 
again showed themselves the worthy guardians of the liberties 
of their country. Delegates from forty-five companies in the 
province of Ulster, met at Lisbum on the first of July, to deli-, 
berate on the most effectual means of bringing about a parlia- 
mentary reform ; and, appomting a committee of correspondence 
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with other associated coips, requested a general meeting of 
delegates of the province on the eighth of September^ The 
representatives of two hundred and seventy-two companies 
accordingly assembled at Dungannon, on the day specified. 
Impressed with a high sense of their own strength, and animated 
with the love of liberty and independence, they published several 
resolutions concerning the parliamentary representation of the 
people ; and electing five persons to represent each county in a 
national convention, which they appointed to be held in Dublin 
in the month of November, they sent pressing solicitations to 
the other provinces to join in a measure, which they hoped 
would be attended with consequences so salutary. Their chief 
complaint was, that of three hundred members who composed 
the house of commons, only seventy-two were elected by the 
voice of the people ! fifty-three peers having it in their power 
to nominate a hundred and twenty-four members, and to influ- 
ence the election of ten ; and fifty-two commoners to nominate 
ninety-one^ and influence the election of three ! 

In the new parliament (October) the thanks of both houses 
were voted to the volunteers, for their spirited support of the 
execution of the laws ; and resolutions were passed, <' That in 
" the present state of the kingdom, it was expedient that there 
*' be a session of parliament held every year." But when the 
delegates, in compliance with the invitation from Dungannon, 
T»et in a national convention in Dublin, and appointing a com"« 
mittee for the purpose, digested and presented a plan of parlia- 
mentary reform, by which every protestant freeholder, possessed 
of a freehold to the value of forty shillings, should be entitled 
to vote for theTetum of a member to parliament for any city or 
borough where he might reside ; by which any member of par- 
liament who should accept a pension or a place from the crown 
for life, should be deprived of his seat ; by which every member 
should make oath, that he had not, directly nor indirectly, 
given any consideration to procure the suffrage of an elector; 
and by which the duration of parliament should be limited to a 
term not more than two years ; — ^this very parliament rejected 
the proposition, by a majority of one hundred and fifty-eight to 
forty-nine j and presented an address to the king, in which thejr 
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pledged themselves to defend the present constitution with their 
lives and fortunes. 

The convention, on the second of December, voted an indefi- 
nite adjournment, after resolving to carry on individually such 
investigations as might be necessary to complete the plan of 
parliamentary reform ; and to address the king, expressing their 
duty and loyalty, and imploring his majesty, that their humble 
wish to have parliamentary abuses remedied by the legislature 
in a reasonable degree, might not be esteemed as proceeding 
from a spirit of innovation, but merely from the sincerest attach- 
ment to, and a desire to support the principles of the constitu- 
tion, to secure the satisfaction and loyalty of their countrymen, 
and to render the cordial unanimity and co-operation of the 
kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland perpetual. Thus tamely 
concluding a business which appeared so formidable at its com- 
mencement, and surrendering aU hopes of reaping any further 
benefits to their country by their exertions. 

Among the various spirited modes of forwarding political 
innovations in these busy times, was the forming of popular 
clubs, which, under different appellations, were rapidly establish- 
ed in the metropolis and elsewhere. The principal of these, 
intitled the Whi^ Club, was distinguished by the acquisition of 
many persons high in rank, in talents, and in the estimation of 
their countrymen. It has been contended, that a majority of 
the members of this club, wished merely to bring about a refor- 
mation of the political system, and to obtain a more equal 
representation of the people in parliament* Many of them, 
however, appear to have aimed at the accomplishment of a 
greater object, a revolution ; which was to overturn the existing 
government, and to establish a democratical commonwealth in 
its place. These formed connections with the Whigs of the 
Capitaly another revolutionary association, who were evidently 
bent on a total subversion of /the government, and with several 
other clubs of a similar description ; till at length arose that 
extraordinary and highly formidable society, distinguished by 
the title of United Irishmen. 
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Prom the formation of the Society of United Irishmenj in thp 
Tear seventeen hundred and ninety^ to the conclusion of the 
Rebellion in seventeen hundred and ninety^eight. 



CHAPTER I. 

WE come now to trace the devastating pi-bgress of the late 
Kbellion ; and as its origin may not improperly be dated from 
the formation of the society of United Irishmen^ we have com- 
menced this part of our work with ^stating the rise of that cele- 
brated body. 

In the month of October, seventeen hundred ana ninety, this 
femous association first appeared in Belfast, a town which, like 
Sheffield in England, and Boston in America, has been long 
justly famed for its enlightened and patriotic inhabitants. The 
first society, in which were inrolled some men who afterwards 
shone conspicuous '^ principals in the rebellion, had no sooner 
published their political principles ^d views, than three similar 
dubs were immediately organized in Belfast, from whence their 
sentiments were diffused, and their measures adopted, with great 
rapidity throughout the province of Ulster. In the following 
year the united societies appeared in Dublin, and were sooa 
increased and promoted by some most respectable names and 
characters, and by men possessed of the most splendid talents. 

R 
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■* The immediate view of this extraordinary combination, was 
to consolidate into one great political body the whole of their 
coimtrymen^ without regarding any of those religious disthictions 
which had hitherto kept them from acting in concert ; *' for the 
*' purpose of forwarding a brotherhood of affection, a commu- 
** nion of rights, and a union of power, among Irishmen of every 
'^ rdijg^ious persuasion, and thereby to obtain a complete reform 
<' in the legislature, founded on the priiiciples of civil, political^ 
" and religious liberty/' The emancipation of the catholics, 
that is, the abolition of distinctions between the romanists and 
the prot6stants, and the attainment of a thoroughly democratic 
house of commons in parliament, were the avowed purposes for 
which they were associated. In the plan which they submitted 
to the public, they proposed that the parliament should be 
amiual; that the whole kingdom should be divided into three 
hundred electorates, all as equal in population as possible; that 
neither the elector nor the representative should be disqualified 
by want of property; but that every man, twenty-one years of 
age, and possessed of his reasoning faculties, should be entitled 
to vote, provided he had been resident in the place during the 
last six months previous to the election ; and that to be qualified 
for a representative, it was only necessary to be resident within 
the kingdom, to hold no place nor pension under government; 
and to be of the full age of twenty-five years ^ and that each 
■representative should be allowed a reasonable salary for his at- 
tendance in parliament. 

In the year seventeen hundred and ninety-two* a subscrip- 
tion was set on foot to raise money for the purpose of arming 
and embodjdng a number of men in the metropolis, under the 
denomination of national guards^ The uniform of these 
guards was green, the national colour of Ireland, with buttons 
on which was inscribed the harp* also the armorial ensign of 
that country; but, to denote their wished-for overthrow of 
mpnarchy, divested of the crown, with which it had been 
Wtherto accompanied. A day of general muster (December 9.) 
was aj^inted for these guards, apparently with intention to 
make an ostentatious display of their strength, in hopes of in* 
ipiring their friends with still greater confidence and courage, 
and of striking terror and dismay into their enemies; or per 
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haps with a determination even then to raise the standard of 
open rebellion, to seize the capital, and to commence immedi- 
ately all the active operations of an offensive civil warfare. 
Meantime government^ wisely determimng to crush every 
appearance of insurrection in its infancy^ prepared to act with 
vigour in the impending struggle. 

The cloud bf disaffection which had gradually deepened its 
shade, and continued to spread its influence over the political 
state of both kingdoms, seemed now ready to explode with 
dreadful effects in Ireland. To prevent, if possible* the further 
extension of the evil, the lord-lieutenant^ on the eighth of De^ 
cember,'the day immediately pi'eceding that of the intended 
muster, issued a proclamation peremptorily prohibiting aU 
seditbtts assemblies*' or armed associations not authorised by 
the .supreme power of the state; and commanding the magi»- 
tratesf ^ovdd admonition and gentle measures not be found 
sufficient to disperse all such, to employ the uisnost efforts of 
military force without hesitation in (»:der to effect their pur- 
pose. l%ie national guards, alarmed by the determined and 
menacing language of this proclamation, and ijotimidated by the 
formidable appearance of the garrison of the city, who were 
drawn up in martial array, deferred their meeting, which they 
never afterwards had opportunity or inclinisition to attempt. 
The principals of the society* however, assembled on the four- 
teenth^ and published a counter-manifesto or proclamation, in 
which they called upon the volunteers again to take arms, for 
the purpose of defending the country against all enemies, inter- 
nal or foreign, and of preserving tranquility* and warmly ad* 
vising protestants to choose deputies fpr provincial assemblies, 
previous to a general convention, which they declared was ab- 
solutely necessary to form a comndon cause with the Roman 
catholics. Archibald Hamilton Bowan^ a gendeman of respect- 
able fortune and family, illustrious for hi^ philanthropy* and 
amiable for his private character and deportment* having acted 
as secretary at the above meeting, was* on account of this ma* 
nifesto, arrested in the ensuing month, and being brought to 
trial in January seventeen hundred and ninety-four, and found 
guilty of the charges brought against him, was sentenced to pay 
a fine of five hundred pounds, to be imprisoned two y<ears, and^ 
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before' his liberation, to give a security of four thousand pounds 
for his good behaviour during seven jrears. On the political 
principles of this gentlemap, we consider it unnecessary to am* 
madvert. ^Phat he was a warm friend to humanity, a strenuous 
advocate for the liberty of mankind, is sufficient for us : let the 
feelings of his countrymen decide whether he espoused tl^e 
right side of the question or the reverse* Doctor WiDiani 
Drennan, who had been chairman of the same assembly, being 
brought to trial in Juiie, was acquitted; and James Napper 
Tandy a citizen of Dublin, so celebrated for his activity in 
promoting the views of the political societies, having been ar* 
rested, gave bail for his appearance, and made his escape out of 
^e kingdom. A clergyman named William Jackson was also 
arrested, charged with being engaged in a treasonable corres<^ 
pondence with France. And Mr. Rowan, as he was deeply 
implicated in diis correspondence, afraid of being again brought 
to trial and capitally convicted, contrived to escape from prison, 
and precipitately fled the kmgdom. Mr* Jackson was found 
guilty, but evaded the shame of a public execution by swallow* 
ing a dose^ of poison, in consequence of which he expired in the 
bar before sentence was passed upon him, in presence of a vast 
multitude of spectators. 

Edward Byrne, merchant, with several others, members of a 
secret committee of Romanists, which for several years had 
subsisted in the metropolis, issued, writs to the catholic parish 
priests throughout every county, and many towns and districts 
in the kingdom, desiring the holding of elections of deputies to 
compose an assembly representative of the whole body af Irish 
Romanists. The elections (according to the republican plan 
adopted in France) were to be held in the catholic chapels of 
each district. The writs were immediately obeyed; the elections 
were made with the utmost celerity, and the Catholic Convention 
assembled publicly on the third of December seventeen hundred 
and ninety-two, in the Tailors-Hall, Dublin. The chiefs of the 
Romanists, encouraged by the very favourable declarations of 
several protestant associations, by the conduct of the highly 
celebrated Edmund Burke and his associates in Britain, together 
with the oppositionists in parliament, and by the society of 
United Irisluncn, formed this particular plan, to associate by 
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themselves, apparently with design to co-operate with the 
conductors of the general associations, who were endeavouring; 
with all their influence to root out religious distinctions, and • to 
unite zealously their countrymen into one great political phalanx. 
The protestants^ alarmed at this bold and determined measure 
of B3aTie, in issuing writs for electing a popish convention, were 
encouraged by the conduct of government to enter into strong 
resolutions condemning it in severe terms; and strenuously 
declared that they would uphold the constitution, as it then stood% 
against all attacks from the denK>cratic or republican principles 
then aiming at its overthrow. The catholics^ meanwhile^ retort* 
ed witb much acrimony of invective on the resolutions of the 
protestants^ and assembling in many counties, districts, and 
towns^ defended Byrne's elective plan with great spirit and 
resolution. On the seventeenth of September they submitted 
to two barristers a case on the legality of the measure, and 
obtained from them their opinions in the affirmative. This 
they circulated with the greatest industry in the public prints, 
in order to inspire with confidence their adherents, and to en- 
courage their agents in all parts of the kingdom to fresh exertions 
in stirring up the seeds of disaffection among the people. 

The Catholic Convention^ however, Was so disgraced by the 
intemperate and illiberal proceedings of many of its own body, 
as to cause near seventy of its members, among whom were 
lords Kenmare and Fingallj to'gether with many other gende- 
nien of rank and respectability, whose names would have con- 
fered lustre and added weight to their deliberations, to secede 
with disgust. It continued, notwithstanding, to direct with 
absdute sway, the affairs of by far the greater part of the catholic 
body of Ireland. 

After having prepared a petition to the king, and nominated 
nine of their number to form a permanent committee for the 
management of the projected plans, the convention closed its 
session. Sir Thomas French, Christopher Bellew, James E. 
Devereux, Edward Byrne, and John Keogh, esquires, the 
delegates appointed to convey this petition to the king, having 
proceeded to Belfast, on their way to London, were received 
there with every mark of attention and respect. Immediately on 
their arrival at the Donegal Arms being kiiown^ a number of 
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respectable inhablUnts waited on and breakfasted with them. 
They remained in town about two hours, and on departing, 
were drawn in triu.mph, not by that class of people usually em- 
ployed on such occasions, but by a party of the Belfast volun- 
teer artillery, all persons in good circumstances, who had in the 
mean time assembled, and iixed the drag-ropes of their field- 
pieces to the carriage of the delegates, apidst an astonishing 
crowd of spectators. In this manner were they drawn quite 
through the town and along the bridge^n the road to Donagha- 
dee> where the horses were again put to, amidst continued ac- 
clamations from the surrounding multitude, who repeatedly 
cheered the travellers with shouts of *< success attend you !"— 
*^ union !" — ^" equal laws !'*— and *^ down with the ascendan* 
cy!" l^he delegates politely returned thanks for the generous 
treatment they had experienced, and declared their determina- 
tion to promote and maintain, by every means in their power, 
that union which formed the strength and security of Ireland. 
When one of them offered a sum of money to be distributed 
9.jnoug the populace, it was pei-emptorily jrefused even by the 
poorest of the people. <' Since you refuse any gratuity,*' said 
the person w ho offered it, ** should your delegates arrive in 
*'j^I>ublin, on any similar occasion, we shall give them a pull 
*' also ;'' which was returned by a general shout of «' Union ! 
*^ union ! — Ma.y we be always foimd to pull together !" and the 
carriage moved on amidst reiterated cheerings and huzzas. 
This is a remarkable instance of the total extinction of all re- 
ligious animosities in that part of the kingdom, where little 
more than a century ago, the most horrid atrocities were re- 
ciprocally committed by both catholics and protestants on the 
persons and properties of each other. Now, delegates from the 
catholic body, dispatched for the purpose of obtaining the en- 
tire emancipation of their sect, while passing through a large 
and populous protestant town, are received with the utmost 
applause, and considered, not as men possessing different reli^ 
gious sentiments, and therefore unworthy of confidence and 
support, but as fellow countrymen, engaged in forwarding the 
happiness and prosperity of their country, — ^an unequivocal and 
irrefragable proof, amongst many others, that the protestants, at 
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fe^t^liad no object- in view but the diffiision df a more liberstt. 
and extensive system of civil liberty. 

In consequence of the petition from the Romanists, his m:^- 
jesty, in seventeen hundred and ninety-three, was pleased to 
recommend to parliament to take their situation into conside- 
ration ; And, in compliance with this injunction, the whole of 
the restrictive laws were repealed, except those by which they 
were excluded from sitting in parliament, and from holding 
about thirty great offices of state, which are immediately con- 
cerned in the confidential department of the executive govern- 
ment. This apparent lenity of the administration, however, 
was merely a continuation of that detestable system of policy, 
with regard to the afiairs of Ireland, which first began to exert 
itself in the reign of Elizabeth, to foment the internal disunion 
of the Irish; that so they might be kept in a state of greater 
weakness, and thus their dependancy on England be more se- 
cure. But an effectual bar to the meeting of conventions, or 
other assemblies, was enacted by a bill styled the *^ conventioa 
** bill," proposed by the Lord chancellor, Fitzgibbon, earl of 
Clare, professing to ** prevent die election or. other appoint- 
^^ ment of conventions, or unlawful assemblies, under pretence 
** of preparing or presenting public petitions, or other addresses^ 
" to his majesty or the parliament." A national assembly, in- 
tended to have been convened in the month of September, was 
thus prevented from meeting; the proceedings of which, at 
that tim^, might have been attended with the most formidable 
consequences. 

Had the protestant conductors of the Society of United 
Irishmen, towards the close of the year seventeen hundred and 
&inety*two, succeeded in their attempt to overawe the govern- 
ment; by their intended ostentatious display of sh-ength at the 
appointed general muster of the national guards, which ap- 
peared to be the object they had then most immediately in view, 
and thence to proceed by slpw and cautious, but bolder and 
bolder measures to effect a revolution, the principles of the 
Homanists, who were also members of that association, would 
have had opportunity to put in execution their own scheme what<- 
«ver it might be. Be that as it may, the lower class of Roman- 
iltts appear evidently to have aimed at nothing less than the 
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exclusive establishment of their own system of religious 
worship. Enraptured by the hopes of so desirable a change, 
they could not conceal their sentiments* An alarming ferment 
rapidly prevailed. Songs, scurrilously abusive of the protestant 
religion, were publicly simg in the streets, and by tiplers in 
public houses. In seventeen hundred and ninety-threap a con- 
siderable body of insurgents, with a design to liberate some 
prisoners confined in the goal of Wexford, assembled and 
tumultuously attacked that town. Though they were in number 
about two thousand, and though they were opposed by the fire 
of about only thirty-five soldiers, yet, so little had they. been 
used to meet an armed enemy, so grossly deficient were they in 
military skill, that they were repulsed with considerable slaugh- 
ter. In this futile attempt major Vallotton, a brave and worthy 
soldier, was slain on the part of the king's troops. Several 
other trifling insurrections, particularly about the collieries in 
the counties of Kilkenny and Wexford, were suppressed with 
ease. 

Many of the heads of the Romanists are said to have regret- 
ted the loss of this opportunity of striking home by a general in- 
surrection, when government was not prepared for the blow. In 
the year seventeen hundred and ninety-five, however, an ample 
field was opened to their hopes of success. By order of their 
permanent committee, petitions, on a model by them prescribed, 
were addressed by the whole body to parliament, demanding 
the complete emancipation of the catholics. Earl Fitzwilliam, 
the lord lieutenant, an associate of Edmund Burke, was a bitter 
enemy to the French republicans ; and though the Romanists of 
Ireland chiefly depended on them for assistance in a revolution 
for the establishment of their church ; yet by a strange infatua- 
tion (unless we suppose he himself to have been tinctured with 
papacy) was he strenuously attached to the latter. Before^ 
however, he could gratify their wishes, he was superseded by 
the earl of Camden as lord lieutenant. The discontents were 
consequendy rapidly augmented ; many seditious speeches and 
resolutions, by authority of the committee, were published ; the 
Ramanists were invited to assemble at a chapel in Dublin, and 
disturbances every where increased. 
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Such was the disappointment of the RomanistSy and such die 
implacable resentment with which the lower classes among theioa 
were inspired against their protestant fellow-subjects, and the 
government by which they conceived themselves so grievously 
oppressed; that they proceeded immediately to plunge into the 
greatest excesses. The destructive rage of a party calUng 
themselves defenderSy in particular, manifested itself by the 
desolation of many parts of the kingdom, especially in the coun*' 
ties of Dublin, Meath, Westmeath, Kildare, King's and Queen's 
€k)anties9 Louth, Armagh, Monaghan, Cavan, Deny, Donegal, 
Roscommony Letrim, Lopgford, Sligo, and part of that of Down* 
The jbouses of protestants were plundered for the purpose of 
ph>curing arms, often burned; andiiot unfirequendy such of 
dieir inmates as made any resistance were slain. Such of their 
aggrieved coimtrymen as dared to prosecute, or to assist the 
civil magistracy in the execution of the laws, were barbarously^ 
massacred. The cattle were most (imprudently and inhumanly 
koughed or destroyed, and letters, threatning«these and other 
moat direful efiects of their resentment, were wrote to compel 
persons to comply with their requisitions. The peaceable in* 
imbitants were compelled to abandon their houses,^ in many of 
the disturbed districts, and to fly, in all the wildness, trembling, 
and agony, of affright and consternation, to their respective 
cdunty towns, or to the metropolis for refuge. 

On the arrival of lord Camden as governor [April, 1795.] he 
was immediately waited on by the officers of state, and by 
many of the nobility and gentrj^ But on the return of the lord!: 
chancellory his carriage was tumultuously attacked by the nu>b. 
The machine was nearly battered, to pieces by repeated vollies 
of stonesy and it was with the utmost difficulty his lordship es- 
caped, after receiving a severe contusion on the forehead. After 
assaidtii^ the primate in the same outrageous n^anner, the same 
party proceeded with alacrity to the house of Mr. Joha^ 
Claudius Beresfordy nephew to the marquis of Waterfbrd, which 
they vigorously attacked. One of them, however, being killed 
\ff .a shot, the remainder fled with precipitation. 

During. this universal agitation, -the United Irishmcai were 
assiduously employed in bringing over to their views persons of 
vdvityand literary tale^its throughout the kingdom; iadiS" 

a 
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seminating the popular work of Thomas Payne intided The 
Rights of Many and other similar publications, and even began 
to assume without disguise, a decided revolutionary character. 
;The declsu-ation presented to each member for signature on his 
being v^mitted into this society was " I **** in the presence 
" of God, do pledge myself to my country, that I will use all 
^^ my abilities and influence in the attainment of an impartial 
<' and adequate representation of the Irish nation in parliament; 
^< and, as a means of absolute and immediate necessity in the 
" establishment of this chief good of Ireland, I will endeavour 
*< as much as lies in my ability to forward a brotherhood of 
^ affection, an identity of interests, a communion of rights, and 
^ a union of power,-among Irishmen of all religious persuasions, 
<' without which every reform of parliament must be partial not 
*' national ; inadequate to the wants, delusive to the wishes, 
" and insufficient for the freedom and happiness of this country." 
In the new test, or oath of admission^ which they now adopted, 
however, their .ultimate intentions were, more openly avowed. 
" In the awful presence of Almighty God, I *•*** do volunta* 
^« rily declare that I will persevere in endeavouring to form a 
^ brotherhood of affection among Irishmen of every re^gious 
^* persuasion ; and I will also persevere in my endeavours to 
<^ obtain an equal* full, and adequate representation" (the men- 
tion of a parliament is here carefully omitted) ^' of all die people 
** of Ireknd. I do further declare that neither hopes, fears, 
^ rewiffds, or punisbnients, shall ever induce me directly or 
•* indirectly, to inform on or g^ve evidence against any member 
" or members of this or similar societies ; for any act or expres- 
*' sion of theirs done or made collectively or individually, in or 
** ^Hit of this society, ia pursuance of the spirit of this obligation." 
In their original declaration are the following words : " In the 
*' present great »ra of reform, when unjust governments are 
** falling in every quarter of Europe ; when religious persecution 
« is compelled to abjure her tyranny over conscience ; when the 
** rights of men are ascertained in theory, imd that theory sub- 
** stanciated by practice ; when antiquity can no longer defend 
** absurd and oppressive forms against the common sense and 
^common interests of mankind; when all government is ac- 
<^ knowledged to originate from the people* and to be so far 
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«* only obligatory, as it protects their rights and promotes their 
" welfare, we think it our duty as Irishmen to come forward 
*' and state what we feel to be our heavy grievance, and what 
*^ we know to be its effectual remedy. 

** We have no national government. We are ruled by English- 
" men and the servants of Englishmen, whose object is the 
*^ interest of another country; whose instrument is corruption; 
« whose strength is the weakness of Ireland ; and these men 
" have the whole of the power and patronage of the country, as 
" means to seduce and subdue the honesty and the spirit of her 
<' representatives in the legislature. Such an extrinsic power, 
** acting with uniform force in a direction too frequently opposite 
^ to the true line of our obvious interests, can be resisted with 
" effect solely by unanimity, decision, and spirit in the peopl^e ; 
" qualities which may be exerted mpst legally, constitutionally, 
*' and efficaciously, by that great measure essential to the pros- 
" perity and freedom of Ireland-- an equal representation of al} 
•* the people in parliament.'* 

The followiqg extract of a" letter, addressed by Theobald 
Wolfe Tone, a laMryer of uncommon talents and energy, and 
one of the original framers of the institution, to his associates in 
BelfSeist, will evidently show, that the reform here professed was 
merely an ostensible object ; held out for the purpose of uniting 
those who sdmed only at a partial reform, with those wlio had in 
view a complete revolution :— <^ The foregoing contain my true 
" and sincere opinion of the state of this country, so far as in the 
*' present juncture it may be adviseable to publish it. They certain- 
" ly fall short of the truth ; but truth itself must sometimes conde- 
<' scend to temporise. My unalterable opinion is, that the bane 
" oT Irish prosperity is in the influence of England : I believe that 
*' influence will never be extended while the connection between 
*' the two countries continues ; nevertheless, as I know that 
** opinion is for the present too hardy, though a very little time 
*' may establish it universally, I have not made it a part of the 
*' resolutions* I have only proposed to set up a reform of 
" parliament, as a barrier against that mischief, which every 
" honest man that will open his eyes must see in every instance 
" overbears the interest of Ireland. I have not said one word 
<* that looks like a wish for separation ; though I give it to you 
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^ and jroor frietub, as my most dedded opinion, that such an 
" cyent would be a regeneration to this country." 

The United Society were exceedingly acdve, and in many 
instances very successful, in seducing from their allegiance the 
military and attaching them to their own cause. They occasion* 
ed a mutiny in the ICHth and 111th regiments quartered in 
Dublin, and endeavoured to procure their co-operation and 
assistance in an insurrection, which they meant should take place 
on the twenty-fourth of August. Many of the soldiers on that 
day deserted from their regiments, and joined the insurgents ; 
and a mob who met the ca$tle guard on Essex-bridge, were so 
confident of being joined by the party, that one of their leaders 
made an attempt to wrench the colours from the officer whabore 
them, as a signal for a general insurrection. Another' xnounted 
cm the bridge, and began in an inflammatory harangue, to exhort 
the populace to rise and take arms ; but was silenced by a blow 
fix}m die sword of a dragoon, which inflicted on him a most 
desperate wound. Another dragoon, however^ who waadis'^ 
patched with intelligence to the lord lieutenant, was seized and 
beaten, and narrowly escaped meeting with immediate death. 
This intemperate^and premature zeal of the insurgents was 
attended with consequences highly injurious to their own cause; 
for, had they deferred die execution of their plot till night, it is 
probable that they would have acquired an absolute command 
of the city. 

On the twenty-fifth of March, seventeen hundred and ninety- 
five, the following paragraph appeared in the Northern Star; a 
newspaper apparently conducted by die master of "no common 
pen, and admirably adapted to forward the views of the United 
Irishmen : at least so far as regarded constitutional reform : ^< It 
** cannot but be matter of proud exultation to the societies of 
" United Irishmen, that the whole people of Ireland, with ex- 
" ceptidns scarcely worth mentioning, are now of those very 
<* opinions which they broached three years ago ; and which 
*< were then considered by the wise, the constitutional, the mo- 
** derate, and the cautious, as s}m[iptoms, not only of madness, but 
** even of wickedness in the extreme." 

The association, meantime, extended in Dublin and the 
northern counties, with a rapidity equally astonishing and un- 
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precedehted. Hie ministerial measure of a war with France, a 
measure extremely unpopular in the British empire, and under- 
taken apparently contrary to the dictates of reason, sound po- 
licy, and even of right, added greatly to the number of male- 
contents in both islands, and particularly contributed to the 
successful acquisition of fresh members to the society. This 
predisposition to union was increased by the disorderly and 
rapacious conduct of the soldiers, an evil of great magnitude ; 
but which had most unwisely been suffered to proceed in a 
train of growing enormity, without one salutary attempt at re* 
straint. During the march of troops, on change of quarters, 
they were suffered most unjustly to carry to unreasonable dis- 
tance the horses of farmers and peasants, which they seized for 
the conveyance of baggage ; and also to abuse them without 
mercy, unless considerations in money were given by their 
owners to procure better treatment. Carts were frequently lost 
or destroyed, and various other inconveniencies incurred, to the 
great detriment of tillage. On a halt, the military spread them- 
selves over the adjacent country, seizing every horse with which 
they met, not to supply their own necessities, but to enforce 
payment of money for their release. The practice of accom- 
modating soldiers by billeting, was also attended with effects 
most grievous and distressing. -jf:.^' 

The militia bill was a further cause of much discontent. 
That the .raising of a defensive army by ballot is an expedient 
attended by many salutary consequences, and that may in many 
instances be unavoidable, cannot be denied; but it is an expe- 
dient that ought as seldom as possible to be resorted to; and 
when it is, might surely be so ameliorated, as by provisions to 
make the involuntary soldier feel as lightly as possible the change 
in his situation. It is a melancholy consideration that many 
thousands of industrious, well disposed, and highly useful 
members of the community, thus compelled to enter into a sphere 
of life in which they are too apt to consider themselves as es- 
tranged from the rest of their countrymen, have, by this degrad- 
ing consideration, by the consequent debasement of every sen- 
timent of dignity, by the state of almost abject slavery to which 
military men are reduced, and by the pernicious examples of 
dthers, been returned to society depraved in their morals, bereft 
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of all manly principles, habituated to indolence and inclined to 
debaucheiy, and ready to perpetrate any crime, however great, 
rather than endeavour to support themselves by that honest in- 
dustry in which they had formerly spent their time. This bill 
enacted that each man ballotted to bear iarms should be compelled 
to enlist for a. term not exceeding four years, to find a substitute 
or to pay a fine. Many^ unable to pay premiums for substitutes 
sustained the seizure and forfeiture of their goods. Others vent- 
ing their indignation against a measure which they conceived to 
be most unjust and oppressive, in expressions rather intempe- 
rate, were committed to goal; and nearly all joined in execrat- 
ing what at first view appeared to them to strike at the last root 
of the personal liberty of the subject. 



CHAPTER IL 



THE heads of the United Society, not relying wholly on 
its own strength, had applied to the French government for as- 
sistance, and in April seventeen hundred and ninety-siic, received 
a promise to be assisted by an invasion of French troops, in or- 
der to subvert the power of Britain, and t© procure a political 
separation of the sister island from her* 

The vigilance of the government enabled it to penetrate this 
plan of internal hostility ajud external alliance; and the most 
effectual measures to circumvent it were taken into consideration* 
As the existing laws were inadequate to put a stop to the evil, 
new and extraordinary powers were vested in the executive part 
of the administration* By suspending the Habeas Corpus Act 
in particular, or in other words by suspending the privileges en 
tailed upon the subject by the constitution, the revolutionists 
Were many of them considerably deranged and intimidated ; the 
civil magistrate being by that means empowered to seize on the 
persons of suspicious individuals, without assigning any reason 
why, and to retain them in custody without being obliged to 
bring them to trial, during an indefinite period. But the most 
effectual bloW-leyelled at the revolutionists was, the passing of 
a law termed the Insurrection Act, in the spring of seventeen 
hundred and ninety-six : it was most immediately intended to 
arrest the progress of the defenders, who infested the counties 
of Roscommon, Leitrim, Longford, Meath, and Kilkenny, rob- 
bing die peaceable inhabitants during the night of their arms, and 
frequently of their money and most valuable effects. The lord 
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lieutenant in council was by means of it authorized to proclaim^ 
on the requisition of seven of its magistrates assembled at a 
sessions of the peace, any particular county or district in a state 
of insurrection, which thereby empowered the magistrates to 
seize, imprison, and send a board his majestj^'s fleet, any 
persons who might be found at unlawful assemblies, or acdng 
in any manner whatsoever that might dbturb the ti*anquility of 
the realm. 

In consequence of this law, many districts in the north were 
proclaimed, and numbers of the poorer disaffected inhabitants 
conveyed on board the king's ships. A great many in respect- 
able situations of life, being privately informed against as mem- 
bers of the conspiracy, were arrested and committed to prison, 
where several lay for a considerable time, without being brought 
to trial. I^his unhappily gave too many opportunities for the 
exercise of private revenge. 

A trial of strength seemed now to have taken place between 
;Jie Society of United Irish and the government. Any vigorous 
measure enforced on the one side was immediately opposed by 
the one which should serve as nn $mtidote to the other* The 
lower classes of the association began now to furnish themselves 
with arms, by assembling, like the defenders, and plundering the 
houses of all those whom they imagined to be disaffected to their 
cause. Great parties (amounting sometimes to several thou- 
sands) assembled on the most trivial occasions and pretexts, in 
order to acquire a facility of repairing to places of rendezvous, 
to encourage their own party, and to discourage their adversaries. 
Bribery and menaces were employed to retard the execution of 
the laws. Magistrates who exerted themselves to seize the mem- 
bers of the conspiracy were persecuted without mercy, and some- 
times even assassinated. The same measures were adopted 
against witnesses who appeared against them in court, and jurcM^ 
who found them guilty. 

Notwithstanding a proclamation issued on the sixth of No- 
vember, seventeen hundred and ninety-six, by the lord lieutenant, 
strictly, commanding all magistrates and loyal subjects to use 
their best endeavours for the prevention and punishment of 
all treasonable proceedings, and notwithstanding the military 
had been previously ordered to assist the civil officers in the 
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execution of this duty; yet the United Irish in Ulster would 
have obtained a general insurrection in the north, had the troops 
embarked at Brest for the invasion of Ireland effected their 
debarkation at Bantry bay, on the coast of which they arrived 
in the end of December* But this armament, stated to have 
contained fifteen thousand men, Was dispersed by a storm, and 
the attempt rendered abortive. The association in Ulster, also 
was for the present completely checked by the prompt proceed- 
ings of the king^s troops ; who collected vast quantities of rebel 
arms, and by the prudent offer of pardon to all who would sur- 
render within a given time. The inferior societies in general 
discontinued their meeting. Ulster ceased to be completely 
represented in the provincial committee, and order was so 
restored throughout the province, that the execution of the law, 
by the end of August, was in general restored to the civil po\f er, 
the ledger interference pf th« military being found unnec^sary* 



CHAPTER ra. 



^ WHILE the society of United Irishmen received so severe 
a check in the northern counties, it was extending, with hasty 
strides its improved system of organization in those of the 
south ; in order thoroughly to understand the nature of which, 
it will be necessary to review also its complete civil structure. 

This organization of men, associated for the ostensible pur- 
pose of procuring a constitutional reform of government, was 
effected by the following very surprising scheme : — ^It consisted 
of an immense number pf societies, " linked closely together, 
<^ and ascending in gradation^ like the ' component parts of a 
" pyramid or cone, to a common apex or point of union.'' The 
inferior societies at first consisted of thirty-six, but were after- 
wards reduced to twelve members ; as nearly as possible of the 
same ndghbourhood. Whenever they exceeded that number, the 
superabundant members were dismissed, with orders to make 
fresh proselytes, and to fonn thereby a new sociiety. Ekch 
society chose a secretary and treasurer, and five secretaries 
formed what was called a louver baronial committee, which had 
the immediate direction and superintendance <rf the five societies 
who contributed to its institution. Prom each lower baronial 
committee thus constituted, one member out of the five was dele- 
gated to ah upper baronial committee, which in like manner 
assumed and exercised the superintendance sdid direction of all 
the lower haronial committees in the several counties. The 
next superior committees were, in populous towns^ distinguished 
by the name of district committees^ and in counties^y the name of 
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county committeeSy and were composed of memWs delegated 
1^ the upper baronials* £ach upper baronial committee delegated 
one of its members to the district or county committee, and these 
district or county committees had the superint^endaticcand direct 
uon of all the upper barcmials who contributed to diehr institution* 

Having thus organized the several counties afid populous 
towns, a subordinate directory was erected in each of the fous 
provincesf composed of two or three memhers, according to the 
extent and popuhtion of the district which they represented, who 
were delegated to a proraidal committee, and had the immediv 
ate direction and superintendance of the several county and 
dbtrict committees in each of the four provinces ; and a; general 
executive directory, composed of five persons only» was elected 
hy the provincial directories, to whom the supreme and uncon«» 
trolled command of the whole of this com]^ex machine wa^ 
cominitted* The election of these five directors was conducted 
ia a very singular manner. They were balloted from the 
nemb^rs of the provincial committeesff the seci?etaries of which 
sdone knew the persons on whom the election devolved, and 
notified the appointment to no one except to the directors them- 
selves!. The manner of communicating the orders issued by 
this hidden directing power^ was peculiarly calculated to baffle 
all attempts at discovery, being conveyed by not very easily 
discoverable cluuns of communication through the whole orga- 
nized body. One member alone of the executive commtuiicated 
to the secretary of each provincial committee the mandates of 
himself and his colleagues ; by each secretary the order was 
ttansmitted severally to die secretaries of die district and'County 
eooiimttees; by the latter to those of the upper baromal commit<« 
tees; from the upper baronial to those of the lower baronial com-" 
mittees ; and by them they were communicated to the twelve 
members of their respective infe^-ior or simple societies. 

The military organization of this artfully-ccmstituted union^ 
was engrafted on that of the civil* The secretary of each 
subordinate society was appointed its noncommissioned officer, 
Serjeant or corporal, having a military command over, twelve 
men ; the delegate of five simple societies to a lower baronial 
committee was, for the ,most part, captain of these five, that is^ 
of a company of sixty men ; the delegate of ten lower baronial 
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committees to an upper or district committecf was genen^ 
colonel, or commander of a body of six hundred men, composed 
of the fi% simple societies under the direction of this upper 
eonunittee* The colonels of battaliofns in each county, trans- 
mitted to the executive directory the names of three persons of 
the union, one of whom was by them appointed adjutant-general 
of the county* whose duty it was to receive and communicate 
military orders from the directory to the colonels of battalions^ 
and in general to act as officer of the revolutiosary 8ta£ They 
weile obliged to inform themselves of the state of thp rebel regi- 
ments within their respective districts, and to repoit the same 
to the principals of the union ; together with the number of 
miUsf the roads, rivers, bridges, and fords, the military positions^ 
the capacity of die towns and villages to receive troops, to 
communicate every movement of the enemy (meaning the king's 
troops ;) to announce the first appearance of their allies, the 
French ; )and immediately to collect their force. The plan of 
warlike preparation was completed by the appointment of a 
military committee, who were to device the most effectual 
means g! assisting the French, or, in case of an unaided rebel* 
Hon, to direct the exertion of the national force. The directory 
issued orders that every person* connected with the association, 
who could, should furnish himself with fire-arms and ammum- 
don, and if circumstances would not allow that, to provide hioiaelf 
with a pike ; and that monthly subscriptions* according to the 
seal and ability of the members, should be collected in the 
societies* in order to form a fund for the expences of the asso- « 
ciation. The numerous emissaries dispatched throughout the 
kingdom for the purpose of extending the union, were, support^ 
ed from this fund. These emissaries were instructed to address 
themselves to, and to rouze, by every possible means* the pas- 
sions, the prejudices, the hopes, and the fears, of the lower 
classes with whom they had communion. 

The Northern Staty and another newspaper, intided the 
Press^^Aht former published in Belfast, the latter in Dublin-* 
together with the Union Star^ notwithstanding the greatest 
precautions taken by the government to circumscribe the publi- 
cation of inimical literary productions, continued to employ 
ipvery means in their power to inflame the jhiblic discontent 
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The Unioa Star which was. privately printed^ and circulated 
with the greatest industry, brides being pasted frequently on 
the walls, that as many as possible might have an opportunity 
of catching its spirit, was conducted in a manner which the 
following extratt may convey some idea of to our readers:— 

^^ Let the indignation of man be raised against the impious 

** wretch who profaniely assumes the title 6f reigning' by the 

*' grace of God^ and impudently tells the world he can do no 

^ wrong'^'ASamtn ! Is granting a patent, and offering premi* 

*< urns to murderers, to depopulate your country, and take your 

" properties* no wrong ? Is taking part of the spoil, no wrong ? 

*' Is the foreign despot incapable of wrong, who sharpens the 

" sword that deprives you of life, and exposes your children to 

** porerty and all its consequent calamities ? O man ! or rather 

" less^ O king ! will the smothered groans of my countrymen, 

" who in thy name fill the innumerable di^^eons you have 

*' made,forasser^tig the rights of man, be conisidered no wrongs? 

" Will enlightened Irishmen believe you incapable of wrong, 

'Vwho offer up the most amiable of mankind daily on the scaf- 

** fold, or the gibbet, to thy insatiable ambition ? Is burning 

**the villages of what you call your people, and shooting the 

" trembling sufferers, no wrong? Is taking the church into part- 

" nership, and encouraging* its idle voluptuous drones to despoil 

" iiuiustry of its reward, and teach a lying doctrine to sanction 

^ their injustice, no wrong ? Are the continual wars you engen- 

" der and provoke, to destroy mankind, no wrong ? Go, impious 

•* blasphemer, and your hypocritical sorcerers, to the fate, phi- 

" losophy, justice, and liberty, consign thee. It is inevitable ; 

<* thy impositions are detected. Thy kind have been brought 

<^ to justice. The first professor of thy trade has recendy bled 

*' for the crimefk of the craft : his idle and vile followers, who 

^ escaped the national axe, are walking memorials of justice, 

** begging a miserable livelihood over those countries, whose 

" tottering thrones encourage but an uncertain asylum. Ere 

^ the grave, which is opening for thy despised person embosoms 

** thee, make one atonement for the vices of thy predecessors ; 

** resist not the claims of a people reduced to every misery; in 

"thy name give back the properties that thy nation wrested 

^ from a suffering people ; and let the descendants of those 



150 BEBEIXION IN IB£LAND« 

^^ English rufiians restore to Irishmen their country, mi to their 
«< country, liberty: *tis rather late to trifle ; one fartunate breeze 
** may do it; and then, woe to him who was a tyrant, or who is 
<* unjust !" 

Of the Press, which was interdicted under a new act oif par- 
liament, the following may serve as a speciriien ;i^ 

^ The rule of right is a rule tha^ in morals should never 
•* vary; but in these kingdoms to preach up royatism is the best 
** rule ; and the wisdom of government protects those who em- 
^ brace this right side of the question, while it pumshes with 
^ equal rectitude those who maintain that a repubUe is <the only 
•' right form of government :— Let us apply this rule to the 
^^ continent* France is not a nation of fbols ; and some among 
•* them have as much sense (God forgive them) as *****,— 
** but no matter. The fools of France teU you that monarchy 
"is a coat of arms, whose supporters are the church and the 
" aristocracy— its crest, the bloody hand-— and its motto^ ft/? 
^^ profanum vulgus; but that democracy, not possessing these 
** rampant wits is the aeg^s of wisdom, whose right rule shoidd 
<* govern the world. Now these are tivo rules of rights both 
•< pi'onounced to be the very best for the government of man, 
<*. and each declared superior to the other in excellence j yet a 
<^ man shall be punished alternately for observing this or that, 
" according to the air which he breathes." 

The suppression of these papers towards! the end of seventeen 
hundred and ninety-seven having deprived the heads of the 
Union of so valuable a channel of communication, at a time 
when the peasantry in the middle and southern counties were 
generally preparing for insurrection, hand-bills were substituted 
as the means of conveying intelligence. By these and by verbal 
messages, instructions were conveyed through the whole body 
of the association to abstain totally from the use of spirituous 
liquors. In one of them, after hinting at a speedy insurrection 
is the following :— 

*< In the preparative interim let sobriety be national and un- 
" changeable ; by abstaining totally from the use of spmtwni» 
<* liquors you will destroy the excise, which is the only branph 
** of revenue remaining, whence is produced the prineipal 
* strength of government ; you will prevent the distillation of 
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^' gnin, which cooBumeSr near dotible the quantity that is other- 
^ wise used for the necessaries of life ; you will consequently 
" make bread one-third cheaper, benefit the community, and 
•« embarrass your enemies^" 

This order was obeyed to a degree no less 8Ui^rising»tban 
unexpected. From habits of drunkenness and debauchery, the 
people suddenly became perfectly sober .and cautious of tasting 
drink i a strong proof of die sincerity of their attachment to their 
cause. Another order, communicated by hand-bills, instructed 
diem to refrain from the purchase of the quit-rents of the crown ; 
by which they hoped to embarrass government and prevent the 
raising of supplies :— - 

** Whereas it has been proposed by the chancelhr of the eX" 
^ chequer to sell the quit rents of the crown, in order to raise 
<* new supplies for the prosecution of this unjust, unnecessary, 
*< and ruinous war : now we, the United Irishmen, impelled by 
^^ a sense of public duty, and sincere regard to the rights of 
^ property^ think fit to give you tbis public caution^ that no such 
*^ fraudulent transaction, consuming by anticipation the re* 
^< sources and future revenues of the nation^ will be sufficient to 
^^ stand good in the event of a revolution and a free legislature; 
^ a fair and solid bargain must have the sanction of due autho- 
*< rity : but this, as well as eveiy other loan or contract, now in 
*^ agitation, is in itself invalidated by the nefariousness of ^ts 
^ object^ and the incompetency of the present parliament tp bind 
^ die nation by any act whatsoever, as it is notorious to the 
" irfiole world that it was named by the crown imder the terrors 
** of martial /aw; that there exists in it no freedom of action—- 
^ but that it is the bought base instrument of supporting an 
^ exterminating government and foreign dominion. After this, 
" let the dupes blame themselves*^ 

The attempts of the heads of the Union to prevent the circu* 
lation of bank-notes, however, proved unsuccessful. Bank-notes 
being legal payment, the refusal to take them as such, cancelled 
the debt: such as declined parting with their goods for them 
were liable to be heavily burdened by the quartering of soldiers ' 
in tkeir houses. 

^ Those appointed by you to superintend your interests, have 
* from time to time sent you such advice or information as they 
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** were enabled, from reflection or inquiry, to offer {or your tfd-J 
** vantage and the general good. Still actuated by the sanic 
** principle of zeal and fidelity^ they deem it their duty to caution 
*' you against the immense quantity of bank-notes, which go- 
*^ vemment is fabricating without boimds. We need not tell you 
'' that the value of any bank-note rests upon the credit of him 
♦' who issues it. And in our opinion the issuer of this paper is 
** a bankrupt who, in all likelihood, must shprtly shut up and 
*' run axvay. The present convenience of circulation will be 
*< but poor amends for the subsequent beggary and ruin it will 
** bring on the holders; for you know that it will be waste-paper, 
*' and must stop some where, as soon as there is a bursty and 
** that the possessor (God help him) will be robbed of so much 
" property as he has taken it for." 

To these were added solicitations and exhortations to the 
army to revolt from their allegiance. Attempts of this kind 
had been made so early as the year seventeen hundred and 
ninety-two, but had been generally abottive. One of them, dated 
the twenty-seventh of March, seventeen hundred and ninety- 
ei^t, and signed shamroc^ ruris as follows : — 

*' My countrymen, what can you say when you hear of scenes 
<' of blood acting on the spot where your native hamlets once 
*^ stood, but now no more: their owners, your friends, either 
** sent to seek repose in the grave by the hands of these villan-' 
" ous Orange murderers, or immured in thfe damp and dreary 
*< dungeons of the bastiles of this country : pining in chill de- 
*< spondency, waiting for a triar seldom obtained, and wiien 
*• obtained, acquitted, after years of dreary solitary confine- 
*• ment ! ! Some hurried on board prison-ships-:— some actually 
*' transported to the setdements on the coast of Africa— others 
" sent to serve in the West Indies, certain victims to the climate, 
*• or left to rot, chained in the hold of a filthy coasting vessel \ 
*< Your wives despoiled to gratify the insatiable lust of these 
^< ravishers !— And these scenes, my countrymen, suffered to g<y 
•^ unpunished by those in power, whom you protect ; to whose 
** frowns your array adds terror ; to whom you ^ve your sup- 
" port : for unless you please, they vanish ; without your protec- 
*< tion these despots fall— -these desolators, that each day refine 
*^ on such bloody deeds, would perish, and your country be free. 
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^^My brave countrymen ! do not let the world call us dastards : 
^^ no, let us shew the world we are men, and, above all^ that we 
^< are Irishmen. Let every man among you feel the injuries 
** your country, yourselves, have suffered ; the insult^ you have 
*^ received, the stripes that have been dealt with an unmerciful 
'' hand on those brave comrades who dared to think and feel 
** for their country — ^If you do, the glprious work will be com- 
*^ plete, and in the union of the citizen and his brave fellow* 
^' soldier, the world (hidierto taught to look down upon us with 
'^ contempt) will see that we can emanpipate our country ; we 
^will convince surrounding nations that Irish soldiers have 
*' avowed and adopted a maxim they will maintain, or perish-— 
^ namely, thxit every man should be a soldier in defence l>f his 
" liberty y but none to take away the liberty of others.** 



U. 



CHAPTER IV. 



SINCE the feilure of ihe French expedition to Bantry, which 
we have already mentioned^ die directory had continued to keep 
up the spirits of their party with assurancies of speedy assistance 
from the sartie power. To expedite the departure of this second 
armament, Mr. Lewins, a confidential agent of the Union, was 
dispatched to Paris with the most pressing solicitations. 
Leaving London in March, seventeen hundred and ninety- 
seven, he passed through Hamburgh, and arrived about the end 
of May in Paris, where he remained as ambassador from the 
Irish Republic to the French Directory. In the summer of 
the same year, alarmed lest a premature insurrection in the 
norths before the arrival of the troops from France, should be 
forced by the vigorous conduct of govemmient in Ulster, they 
sent Doctor William James M'Nevin, an active member and 
secretary of the ruling power, in June, with orders to press 
/orward the French preparations with redoubled ardour. The 
difficulty of procuring a passport at Hamburgh, induced this 
gentleman to deliver a memorial to an agent of the French 
i^public whom he met there, and by whom it was forwarded to 
the directory at Paris, where he himself, having been permitted 
to continue his journey, afterwards delivered a second. In the 
former of these memorials, the firm resolutions of the Irish 
revolutionists, and their great anxiety lest the measures of 
government should disconcert their projects were conspicuous. 
In it were also made a statement of the situation of the United 
Irish and of the condition of the kingdom at large, for the reception 
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of theiraHies; a promise of mmbttf sing the Ffetich republic forthe 
expence she might incur, not only in fitting out Ae armament 
now demaaded, but also what she had incmted for the folroer 
which mi^anied; and a demand of a body of troops not ex- 
ceeding ten thousand men, nor falling short of five thousand^ 
together wi^ forty thousand stand of armji, and ^ i»*oportionate 
supply of artillery, ammunition, engineers, and experienced 
officers, for the use and instruction of the insurgents. The 
second memorial, endeavoured to prevail on the French not to 
delay in sending off these sticcors, when the minds of the Irish 
were so favourably disposed towards them. The agent Wad 
also authorized to negociate a loan of half a million, or at least 
three hundred thousand pounds, with France or Spain, in 
wtech, however, he failed. The assistance of a military force 
was nevertheless conceded. 

Though the Irish were so solicitous to obtain a supply of well 
disciplined troops and experienced officers, yet they were justly 
afiraid of introducing too great a body of foreign troops into the 
kingdom, who might at a future period contribute to impose on 
them a yoke still heavier dian that which they intended to 
remove. But the French, on the other hand, wished to send 
so great an army as might not only insure the success of the 
enterprise, but as might enable them to retdn possession of 
Ireland as a conquest. They insisted, at any rate, on sending 
fifteen thousand men, who were accordingly embarked on board 
a Dutch fleet at the Texel, under the command of general 
Daendels. 

On the receipt of this intelligence by the Irish, great prepara- 
tions were made for their reception; and it Was announced to 
the different societies that the fleet was on the point of sailing. 
Notwithstanding the troops on board this fleet had been disem- 
barked, from fear of the ^ritsh navy, which was then superior in 
strength; yet they were again forced, at the instance of the 
French directory, to put to sea, contrary to the judgment of the 
Dutch admiral, which led to the decicive victory of the gallant 
admiral Duncan, a Scotsman, off Camperdown, with a squadron 
of British ships -under his command. The expence of these i 
armaments was to have been defrayed by ecclesiastical and 
other lands, designed for confiscation by the revolutionists. 
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, Even after this second disappointment of foreign succours, 
the l^ads of the conspiracy sedulously encouraged hqpes of 
fresh assistance; and they in fact received a promise from 
^France that in April an invasion should take place in their 
favour: but notwithstanding the rebellion broke out in the 
May following, the French government failed in fulfiUing this 

promise* . 

In the month of February, seventeen hundred and nmety- 
eight, instructions were issued by the military committee to the 
adjutant-generak, directing them to hold themselves in readi- 
ness for open warfare against government, and to the several 
regiments concerning their arms and appointments. To extend 
the organization, to increase thequantity of military stores, and to 
consolidate more and more the strength of the conspiracy, con;^nu. 
ed to be the principal, care of Jts heads.till the arrival of their allies 
should take place; and the systeip of terror which had been 
practised in the north, was adopted in the south. Arms were 
plundered during the night, individuals were sometimes assas- 
sinated, and outrage of every description put in practice. 

Meantime government was labouring to disorganize the 
whole system; and to destroy the strength of the conspiracy 
before the arrival of their expected allies. For this end^ some 
districts in die northern and midland counties were accordingly 
proclaimed; many persons suspected of treasonable designs 
were imprisoned; and other acts of power enforced to tjirow 
them into confusion. But the most severe wound inflicted on 
the union was the arrest of the thirteen members composing 
the provincial committee of Leinster, with other principals of 
the conspiracy, at the house of Oliver Bond, Bridge-street, 
Dublin, on the twelfth of March. This arrest was grounded 
on the information of Thos. Reynolds, a Roman cathplic gentle- 
man of a place called Kilkea Casde in the count}^ of Kildare, 
colonel of an tJnited Irish regiment, rebel treasurer for the 
county in which he resided, and provincial delegate for Leinster, 
who, deserting what he must have considered the cause of his 
country, had continued for some time to disclose, for the use 
of government, all he knew of the conspiracy. Intelligence 
being thus given that the Leinster delegates, thirteen in number, 
vpcrc to meet at Mr. Bond's on the twelfth of March, Justice 
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Swnn, attended by twelve sergeants in coloured clothes, Repair- 
ed to the spot whilst they were sitting in council^ and seized 
their persons and papers. In this arrest were included the 
r;>ost able and intrepid leaders of revolt : Thomas Addis Emmet, 
a barrister of great talents, William James M^Nevin, Messieurs 
Bond, Sweetman, Henry Jackson, and Hugh Jackson. 



PAPERS FOtIND AT MR. BOND's, 12TH MARCH. 

Found upon John Lynch : hand -writing of William Michael 

Byrncm 

^^Tns county W— — w. C— inform their constituents that 
by the advice they have received from' the provincial, it appears 
that very flattering accounts have been received from abroad, 
which will In a very few days be officially handed down. I^he 
provincial returns of men have only increased 2iferv thousands 
since the last reports; as the new county members have not yet 
come in, in consequence of the new elections, which each baro- 
ny will take notice must be on or before the fifteenth of Febru- 
ary next. 

" The county committee again eamesdy recommend to their 
constituents, to pay no attention to any flying reports,* as they 
know to a certainty, felse emissaries are encouraged to dis"*- 
seminate such news as may tend to disunite or lead them 
astray. 

** The C. C. hear with regret the dissatisfaction of the baro- 
nial committee of Newcasde, with respect to their not being as 
yet fuUy supplied with arms, &c. They assure them that every 
exertion has been used to that purpose, and that quantities of 
pikes are now ready manufactured for delivery; but at the samre 
time would recommend to have as many made as possible in 
each barony, as they will thereby come infinitely cheaper. 

'* The county committee cannot be accountable for any money 
in the hands of a baronial treasurer ; and of course cannot ac- 
count for any, but such as has been paid into them, of which 
there appear^ a correct statement in the returns. 

** They feel with concern the apathy of their felloe-citizens 
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of the CO* W. who refuse so small a pittance as efne penny per 
man, to alleviate^ in some degree, the distresses of their suffer- 
ing brethren now in W. gaol, where there are many innocent 
citizens in want of the common necessaries of life; but who> 
though famishing, scorn to betray the trust reposed in them. 

^ The county committee inform their constituents, that so 
far from having a fund in hands, they are now indebted to 
one of their members (No. 2«) who has kindly advanced 18/. 
48* 2d» for the relief of prisoners; the county members are 
therefore intreated to forward to him, without delay, as much 

' money as can be collected in their respective barcHues; as there 
appears to be now in jgoal, from Arklow barony faurj from 
Shillelah five^ from "BdlLmstcoor fourteen, and one from Talbots- 
tovmjpfteenf and from Newcasde two^ in alt forty*twOy without 
the smallest fund for the ensuing month. 

*^ Resolved, that a subscription be instantly commenced, for 
the purpose of forming a fund for the employing and retaining 
counsel; which shall be taken as a voluntary contribution, ac- 
cording to the circumstances of individuals^ to be lodged in the 
bands of a treasurer chosen by the county committee. 

" Resolved, that it is requested that the iiext meeting may be 

fully attended^ as there is business of the utmost importance to 
be taken into consideration. 
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« C. C. Jany, 22, 1798. . • 

Pd, prisoners. 
TaL 2974 20 3 10 119 

LowD. 706 1st 12 10 3 35 15 

Ar. 2400 59 8 3 2d 22 15 3 

Rd. 1200 17 5 3d 37 19 3 83 5 

N. C. 1800 35 15 No. 2 12 6 5 162 3 4 

W. B. 1800 13 15 — 



L. B. 840 8 2 85 10 U 245 4 8 

ShU. 1080 7 19 3| i 85 10 11 



Rest to province 



12800 162 3 4 — 159 17 5 

73 4 6 88 18 10 73 4 6 

G. P. S. B. Ps. B. C. B. lb. P. 

Tal. 181 78 6$ 134 321 3331 8315 75 

Ar. 265 85 68 87 200 400 8050 500 

N. C. 158 41 20 32 355 5965 169 

R.D. 185 94 62 75 380 980 500 (7 

789 298 216 328 1256 4711 2283q 761 

Ar. 210 75 62' 
N.C. 100 O 0j.At 
R.D. 200 



62*) 



No. I. 

Hand-writin^ of John MCan^ 
<< I do solemnly dedarei that I 

came duly electedv 



No. n. 







Band-n»riting of John MCan. 






19th February^ 17M. 


KUdare - 


* 


10863 In Treasurer's hands ' 20 18 3 


Wicklow . 


• 


12095 


Dublin 


.. 


3010 20 - • 


Do. City - 


- 


2000 


Queen's co. 


• 


11689 




,39657 40 18 3 
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.- 40 18 8 



Brought over 
King's CO. 
Carlow 
Kilkenny - 
Meath 


39657 

3600 

9414 

624 

14000 



67295 40 18 3 

" Resolve^, that 'the cdonels in each county shall make out 
a list of three persons to be adjutants-general for said counties* 
The lists to be transmitted, sealed, either through the provin- 
cial, or any other authentic channel, to the executive, who wiU 
nominate one of the three to the employment. 

" Resolved, that our treasurer be allowed to pay 16 guineas 
to the delegate to buy a horse, which, when the entire county is 
organized, is to be sold, and the mpney paid back into the hands 
of the treasurer. 

" Resolved, that the ex. committee be requested to accotmt 
for the expenditure of 60 guineas voted them. 

*' Resolved, that each county who have not paid in any 
finance, shall be requested to pay in 70/. immediately, excep^t 
the county Carlow, which shall only pay 40/. 



PRIVATES TJBST. 

J 

Hand-writing' not known^ 

^ I, A. B. do solemnly declare, that I will perform my duty, 
and be obedient to all the lawful commands of my officers, 
while they act in subordination to the duly-elected committee. 

Hand-writing of John M^Can. 
<' Resolved^ that we will pay no attention whatsoever to any 
attempt that may be made by either house of parliaxyent, to 
divert the public mind from the grand object we have in view, 
as nothing short of the complete emancipa^tion of our counti^' 
will satisfy uls« 



K. . 




1C863 


W. - 




12095 


D. - 




3010 


CD. . 




2000 


Q.C. - 




11689 


K. C. - 




3600 


Cw. - 




9414 


Ky. - 




624 


M. - 




14000 
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No. m. 

In hands - 20 18 8 

£22 20 — — 



67395 40 18 3 

Ten in the morning this day three weeks. 



No. IV. 

Hand'Xvriting of John M^Can. 

^ Resolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that if 
the other Ps. be in an equal state of preparation as Leinster, aft 
soon as we can procure the information of their state, and their 
determination to act in concert with the nation, we should im- 
mediately proceed to act; and that the exev® be requested to 
take such steps immediately as will tend most expeditiously to 
bring about an union of the different prov*. 

** Resolved, that the select com* of five be requested to pre* 
pare a military test, to be laid before the prov^. at the next 
meeting, for their approbation. 



IfS 
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Extracts from the pocket-book of John M'^Cany found at 
Mr. Bond^a. 





P-C. 


Provincial Committee.] 












20tli February^ 1798. 


Kildare 




10863 








Wicklow - 




12895 






£20 18 3 


Dublm 




3010 






20 


Do. city 




2177 






104 6 5 


Queen's co. - 




11689 








King's CO. - 




3600 








Carlow 




9414 








Kilkenny 




624 






, 


Meath 




14000 
68272 






, 




^45 4 8 






Subscriptions:-— 






Feby. 9tli, 1798. 




Feby. Igth. 




Feby. 23. 
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I I 
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H 






7 1 


1 
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H 
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10 1 
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2 8| 2 2 


11 










6 6 


12 






6|8c2 8| 
3 9| 







£X 7 



1 7 1 



15 8 
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t«5 



C. C. [County committee.] 



February 19th, 1798. 



1 

2 
3 
4 



812 
865 
500 



19 

9 

46 



8 Il- 
ls 
13 6 

9 



2177 jf 104 6 5_ 



[Four divisions of the city of 
' Dublin.] 



No. 1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 



D. C. 2d March. 

118 4 11 

118 3 19 

84 12 

72 

120 2 

99 1 15 

53 



n 



1 12 10| 



In handsel 16 Oj. 
H 

4 4 
3 3 



10 


80 


1 6 9 






^ 


11 


70 


1 






4 4 


12 


115 


1 11 9 






1 1 


13 










1 7i 


14 








£^ 


3 8} 




16 4 


D.C. 


8th March, 98. B. C. 


[Baronial committee,] 










Stli March 


, 1798. 


No. 1 


118 


4 3 6| 


12 


£^ 


17 5 
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118 


4 3 3 


12 






3 


48 


1 6 


12 






4 


72 




12 
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120 




12 




13 


6 


105 


1 15 2 


10 






7 


107 


.14 


12 






8 


89 


12 








9 


86 


3 8 3 
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118 


2 4 9 


8 




?5 


11 


102 


1 13 








12 


115 


2 11 6 






' 


13 


86 


1 7 8 








u 


84 


3 7ft 
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Extract of a letter found upon Oliver Bond^ signed H. W. [Hug 
Wilson,^ dated Corky 6th, 1798. 

** I have been so cooped up since I came here, that had I 
known the situation of the place, my mind should never have 
been so abominably closeted, for any emolument that I may 
derive before a change in the present government takes place. 

** You can but faintly imagine how diings are going on here: 
give the people but a litde time, and rest assured the progress 
science is making will' astonish the world. The enemies of the 
human race are much alarmed, and the revolt of the Dublin 
-county militia has increased their fears. Mr. Finlay says, they 
are all assassins, and he is almost afraid to trust himself with 
them. I hear they are to be dispersed among the Highlanders 
through the country. Numbers of preachers of the true Gos- 
pel are better than few, and those dispersed grains may not 
fall upon rocky ground. 

♦* When the news came this morning of the Spanish fleet 
being out, the aristocrats seemed happy, saying, their doom 
was at hand, Jervis being after them. 

*< With best regards to Mrs. Bond, and all friends, 

I am sincerely yours, 

H. W.'' 

The seizure of these papers betrayed so much of the plot to 
government, and the loss of some of their best leaders, threw 
the society into such consternation, that although the vacancies 
thus made in the directory and other committees were instantly 
filled up, (but by men of very inferior abilities) an immediate 
rising was judged necessary to prevent the total overthrow of 
the system. To prevent as much as possible the fatal effects 
of ^ the despondency into which the members were thrown^ a 
hand-bill, dated St. Patrick's day, TWarch 17, was in the 'mean 
time circulated, of which we shall give the following extract:—^ 

** For us, the keen but momentary anxiety, occasioned by 
*' the situation of our invaluable friends, subsided, on learning 
" all the circumstances of the case, into a calm tranquility, a 
<* consoling conviction of mind, that they are as safe as inno- 
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" cehce can make them now; and to these sentiments were 
'^ quickly added a redoubled energy, a tenfold activity of ex- 
" ertion^ which has already produced the happiest effects. The 
^ organization of the cafntalis perfect ! No vacancies existing, 
<' arrangements have been made, and are still making* to se- 
" cure for our oppressed brethren, whose trials approach, the 
" benefit of legal defence ; and the sentinels whom you have 
" appointed tq watch over your interests stand firm at their 
" posts, vigilant of events, and prompt to give you notice and 
" advice, which, on every occasion at all requiring it, rely on 
** receiving.— This recital. Irishmen, is meant to guard those of 
*' you who are remote from the scene of the late events, against. 
" the consequences of misrepresentation and mistake. The. 
" most unfounded rumours have been set afloat, fabricated for 
'* the double purpose of delusion and intimidation. Your ene-. 
" mies talk of treachery, in the vain and fallacious hope of 
'* creating it ; but you, who scorn equally to be their dupes or 
" their slaves, will meet their forgeries with dignified contempt, 
" incapable of being either goaded into untimely violence, or 
** sunk into pusilanimous despondency. Be firm. Irishmen — 
** but be cool and cautious ; be patient yet a- while ; trust to no 
" unauthorised communications ; and above all, we warn you — 
" again and again we warn you — against doing the work of 
** your tyrants, by premature, by partial, or divided exertion. 
^ If Ireland sfeall be forced to throw away the scabbard, let it 
*^ be at her own time, not at theirs." 

Meantime the military committee had digested a plan of in- 
surrection which was to take place on the twenty-third of May. 
It was intended to sei^e Dublin, the camp at Laughlinstowii, 
and the station of artillery at Chapelizod, on that night ; in 
which the United in the counties of Dublin, Wicklow, and 
Kildare were to act ; and the rebellion being thus commenced 
in the metropolis and its vicinity, the north and south were to 
rise immediately on the detention of the mail coaches. Go- 
vernment, however, were exceedingly active in precautionary 
steps I-— -On the twenty-eighth of February, Arthur O'Connor-* 
James Quigley, John Binns, and two others, were arrested at 
Margate, while preparing to depart for France iu order tq 
hasten the intended invasion. Great quantities of pikes were 
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cverj' night discovered and seized by the activity of the niagis- 
trates in the metropolis. The lord lieutenant, on the thirtieth 
of March, issued a proclamation, commanding his majesty's 
military officers to* employ the forces with the utmost vigour 
and decision. The inhabitants of Dublin were required to give 
in lists of all strangers who resided in their houses, many of 
the disaifected having fled thither from all parts of the kingdom, 
to secrete themselves from the arm of justice. On the tenth 
and eleventh of May, justice Swan, town-major Sirr, and 
Captain Ryan, seized five hundred pike handles and five pieces 
of cannon ; and on the tweHth, Swan seized a large quantity of 
arms in a house on the custom*house quay. On the thirteenth 
and fourteenth, four pieces of cannon and a swivel were taken; 
and on the fifteenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth, immense quan- 
tities of arms of various descriptions, but chiefly pikes* 

Lord Edward Fitzgerald having absconded since the twelfth 
of March, and government having received undoubted intelli- 
gence that he was principal leader of the conspiracy, very just 
apprehensions were entertained, that wherever he might be, he 
was labouring with assiduity to forward the views of the con- 
spiracy. Ix)rd Edward had served during part of the Araeri- 
cr.n war in his majesty's forces, and was distinguished by his 
daring and intrepid courage, honour, humanity, candour, sol- 
dier-like deportment, and above all, by his superior knowledge 
of military afiairs. At the conclusion of the war he retired on 
the half-pay list, but again entering into the service, he was 
promoted to the majority of the fifty-fourth regiment. On the 
return of his regiment to England, his lordship proceeded to 
Paris, in the be^nning of the year seventeen hundred and 
ninet}'-two, where he imbibed principles of a highly republi- 
can cast, the too open and candid avowal of which induced the 
ministry to dismiss him from the service ; as a man unworthy 
of the trust reposed in him. During his residence in France, 
his lordship married a lady of the royal blood of the Capets, 
daughter of the last duke of Orleans, who contributed to in- 
spire him with revolutionary ideas. As lord Edward was emi- 
nently qualified for the excitement and direction of rebellious 
commotions, government on the eleventh of May had issued a 
proclamation, offering one thousand pounds for his apprehen- 
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sion; and in consequence received intelligence on the eighteenth 
that be would that night pass through Watling-street, preceded 
by a chosen band of insurgents as an advanced guard, and that 
he would be accompanied by another. Major Sirr accordingly 
repaired to Watling-street, attended by captain Ryan and Mr, 
Emerson, together with a body of soldiers in coloured clothes; 
and having met the party preceding lord Edward, attacked and 
put them to flightf taking one of their body prisoner. Next 
day Sirr, captain Kyan, and justice Swan, with eight soldiers 
disguised, proceeded to the house of a Mr. Mufphy, merchant, 
in Thoroas-street, where they were informed his lordship him- 
self was concealed. While they were disposing the soldiers so 
as to prevttit an escape. Swan perceiving a woman run hs^stily 
up stairs, followed her with precipitation, and rushing into an 
apartment, found lord Edward reclining upon a bed ; whom he 
instantly informed that he had a warrant against him, and that 
it would be vain to make resistance, but at the same time as- 
sured him he would be treated with the utmost respect. His 
lordship, however, so far from surrendering, iustandy sprung 
from the bed, and endeavoured to force his escape with a cou- 
rage deserving of a better fate. His pistol having missed fire 
at Mr. Swan, the only weapon left him was a dagger, with 
which he closed with his adversary, ahd inflicted on him many 
wounds, particularly a deep and dangerous one under the ribs, 
which bled proftisely. At that instant captain Ryan entered ; 
and having missed fire at Lord Edward with a pocket pistol^ 
made a lunge at him with a sword cane, which bent on his ribs.' 
The pain of the slight wound, however, was such as to make 
him fall on the bed, where captain Ryan threw himself above 
Um ; and during the scuffle that ensued, the captam received a 
plunge of his lordship's dagger in the side ; after which they 
both fell to the ground, where Ryan received many desperate 
wouxids, especially one in the lower part of his belly, so large 
that his bowels fell out on the floor. Notwithstanding this de- 
plorable situation to which these two gentlemen were reduced, 
ihey continued to hold his lordship by the legs ; and to impede 
his progress^ towards the door, whither he was advancing, when 
Sirr entered the room ; to whom he surrendered himself, after re- 
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ceiving a mortal wound in the shoulder from die major's pistol j 
of which he expired in great agony on the third of June. 

Several papers found in lord Edward's possession at tihe time 
of his arrest, betrayed the nature and extent of the hitended 
insurrection ; and contained a plan for the capture of Dublin. 
In his lodgings at Mr- Murphy's were also found a green uni- 
form, turned up with black, and a curious cap of the same ma- 
terials, in which he meant to have been drest when he headed 
the insurrection ; together with the official seal* of the Irish 
union* 

One of these papers, found in lord Edward's writing box, 
the plan for defeating the king's troops at the intended attack 
of the insurgents upon Dublin, contains observations so judi- 
cious, and appears so well adapted to answer the purpose for 
which it was intended, that we have given it to our readers en- 
tire. 

CoVY OF A Paper found in the Writing-Box of lorjo 
Edward Fitzgerald. 

<* If ever any unfortunate cause should put our city, with the 
other parts of the country, into the possession of a cruel and tyran- 
nical enemy, whose government, by repeated oppressions, might 
drive us into the last stage of desperate resistance, our conduct 
then should be regulated in a manner best calculated for obtain- 
ing victory. 

The folloTvin^ thoughts are humbly offered for the inspection of 
every real Irishman. 

" It is supposed that the enemy have a well-appointed and 
disciplined standing army.— 

" In such a case, every man ought to consider how that ar^ 
my could be attacked or repelled, and what advantage their 

* We have not been able to procure a description of this aeaU. 
The lollowlng is that of the secretaries of the united society of 
Dublin : — A harp ; at the top, " / am new strung ,•'* at the bottom^ 
« / vntl b^ heard jf" and on the exergue, " Society of United Irish' 

men of Dublin,''* 
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disciptine Itud numbers might give them in a populous eitf, ac^ 
ing in concert with the adjoining counties. 

** It is well known, that an officer of any skill in his profesr 
won, would be very cautious of bringing the beat-disciplined 
troops into a large city in a state of insurrection^ for the follow^ 
ing reasons :— 

^ His troops, by the breadth of the streets, are obliged to 
fevc a very narrow front ; and however numerous, only three 
men deep can come into action, which in the widest of pur 
streets, cannot be more than sixty men, as a space must be left 
on each side or flank for the men who discharge to retreat to 
the rear, that their places may be occupied by the next in suc- 
cession who are loaded ; so, though there are a thousand men 
in a street, not more than sixty can act at one time ; and should 
rtey be attacked by an irregular body armed with pikes, or such 
%oId weapons, if the sixty men in front were defeated, the whole- 
tody, however numerous, are unable to assist, and inunediately 
4become a ^rnall mob in uniform, from the inferiority of number 
in comparison to the people, and easily disposed of, 

** Another inconvenience might destroy the order of this army* 
Perhaps at the same moment, they jnay be drealdfully galled 
from the house tops, by showers of bricks, coping-stones, &c. 
which may be at hand; without imitating the women of Paris, 
who carried the stones of the unpaved streets -to the windowji 
and tops of the houses in their aprons* 

" Another disadvantage on the part of the soldiers would be, 
as they are regulated by the word of command, or stroke of liie 
drum, they must be left to their individual deration, as such 
communications must be drowned in the noise and clamour of 
a popular tumult. 

** In the next place, that part of the populace who could not 
get into the engagement, .would be employed in unpaving the 
streets, so as to impede the movements of horse or artiUerjr; and 
mthe avenues where the army were likely to pass, numbers .would 
te engaged in forming barriers of ^lOgsEeads, carts, cars, coun* 
ters, doors, &c. theibrcinjgjptwWch barriers by the army would 
be disputed, while like ones were forming at every twenty or 
thirty yards, or any convenient distances situatiqp might re^ 
quire. Should such precautions be well observed, the,pro|;iai^ 

Y 



170 BEBELLION IN IRELAND. 

of aa ann7 through one street, or over one bridge, wodld te 
very tedious, and attended with great loss, if it would not be 
destroyed ; at the same time the neighbouring counties might 
rise in a mass, and dispose of the troops scattered in their vi- 
cinity, and prevent a junction or a passage of any army intend- 
ed for the city ; they would tear up the roads and barricade 
every convenient distance with trees, timber, implements of 
husbandry, &c« at the same time lining the hedges, walls, ditch- 
es, and houses, with men armed with muskets, who would keep 
up a well-directed fire, 

♦^ However well exercised standing armies are supposed to 
be, by frequent reviews and sham battles, they are never pre- 
pared for broken roads, or enclosed fields, in a country like 
ours, covered with innumerable and continued intersections of 
ditches and hedges, every one of which are an advantage to 
an irregular body, and may with advantage be disputed 
against an army, as so many fortifications and entrenchments. 

<< The people in the city would have an advantage, by being 
armed with pikes or such weapons ; the first attack, if possible, 
should be made by men whose pikes were nine or ten feet 
long, by that means they could act in ranks deeper than the 
.soldiery, whose arms are much shorter; then, the deep files of 
the pikemen, by being weightier, must easily break the thin or- 
der of the army. 

** The charge of the pikemen should be made in a smart 
trot, on the flank or extremity of every rank ; there should be 
intrepid men placed to keep the fronts even, that at closing 
•every point' should tell together; they should have at the same 
time, two or three like bodies at convenient distances in the 
year, who would be brought up, if wanting, to support the front, 
.^which would give confidence to their brothers in action, as it 
would tend to discourage the enemy ; at the same time, there 
should d>e in the rear of each division some men of spirit, to 
keep the ranks as close as possible. 

• " The apparent strength of the army should not intimidate;, 
^s closing on it makes its powder and ball useless ; all its supe- 
riority is in fighting at a distance ; all its skill ceases, and all 
•its action nyist be suspended, when it once is within reach of 
Jiie pike. 
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^ The reason of writing and printing diis is, to remind the 
people of discussing military subjects." 



Three papers found in the possession of Lord Edward FitZ" 
fferaldy when arrested* 

No. I. ' 



'^ T. Keathy, Envemess fencibles 

Salt, Londonderry 

Naas, Armagh - - * 

Green horse 
Connel . - - 
Clane^ Armagh ... 
Narragh Rabn. Ks. county M." 
r Longford I 
< 6th dragoons f 
(^ Louth M. 
Do. Do. Do. 
r9th dragoons 
J Tyrone M. 
1 Suffolk 
J^Orange Yeo.^ 
Carbery, Inverness fencibles 
Ophilia sundrs. 



50 ^ 


B^ith \ 


Battn. 


of 


47 








250 > 
2^5 








50 


I 







500 



Kilkea, 
KilculeU) 



I - 



500 
80 
30 
50 
90 
50 

600 






- 2 

1 



County sundry returns 



2319 with 
1500 

3819 




2 

10 bats, of 



No. n. 

50 chains of 6 foot long, with 50 padlock^. 
1000 spike nails, 4, 6, 8 inches. ^ 

300 round staples. 

20 cramp irons, f^ in this form. 

50 large sledges. 
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50 small ones. 

50 hammers. j 

50 groove irons. 

100 hatchets. j 

SOO shovels and spades, or as manjr. as can be procured. | 

t50 hooks for scaling ladders, the catching point to have a hackle 

face. 

Jfc III. 

** Suppose R. force divided into three columos. The left of 
the Kildare line to assemble at Cloncluny, or between it and 
Clonard' bridge; a detachment to be sent to Clonard-bridge as 
soon as possible; that body to advance by Kilcock^ Maynooth, 
licixlip, and Chapelizod, towards Dublin." 

On the nineteenth and twenty-first of May several other per- 
sons were arrested; among whom were Henry and John Sheares, 
lawyers of great abilities and eminence* These brothers are, 
with every appearance of reason, supposed to have been raised 
to the fatal dignity of directors.* They were betrayed by cap- 
tain Armstrong, of the King's County militia^ who had procured 
an introduction to them, and who, passing with them for an 
United Irishman, regularly conveyed to the lord lieutenant 
such information as he could procure. In the house of Henry 
Sheares, at the time of his arrest, was found, in the hand- 
writing of John, the following manifesto, intended to have been 
published after the city should have been taken; and whidi 
breathes a sanguinary spirit, certainly not the real disposition of 
these gentlemen, but which may have been consistent with their 
ideas of good policy, to- strike a terror into those loyalists who 
might be disposed to oppose them :— 

" Irishmen, your country is free, and you are about to be 
*<. avenged. That vile government, which has so long and so 
<' cruelly oppressed you, is no more. Some of its most attro- 
** cious monsters have already paid the forfeit of their lives, 
" and the rest are in our hands. The national flag, the sacred 
« green^ is at this moment flying over the ruins of despotism; 
« and that capital, which a few hours past had witnessed the 
<« debauchery, the plots, and the crimes of your tyrants, is noyr 
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*^ the citadd of triumphant patriotism and virtue* Arise tben^ 
*^ united sons of Ireland, arise like a great and powerful people, 
" determined to live free or die. Arm yourselves by every. 
*^ means in your power, and rush like lions on youi* foes. Conf» 
" sider, that for every enemy you disarm, you arm a friend, and 
** thus become doubly powerful. In the cause of liberty, inac* 
*' tion is cowardice; and the coward shall forfeit the property 
" he has not the courage to protect. Let his arms be secured* 
^ and transferred to those gallant spirits who want and will use 
*< them. Yes, Irishmen, we swear by that Eternal Justice, im 
** whose cause you fight, that the brave patriot who survives 
" the present glorious struggle, and the family of him who has 
*^ fallen, or hereafter shall fall in it, shall receive from the hands 
** of a grateful nation an ample recompence out of that property 
^ which the crimes of our enemies have forfeited into its hands, 
« and his name shall be inscribed on the great national record 
" of Irish revolution, as a glorious example to all posterity; bui 
<' we likewise swear to punish robbery with death and infamy* 
** We also swear that we will never sheath the sword till every 
** being in the country is restored to those equal righto which 
** the God of nature has given to all men; until an order of 
^^ things shall be established in which no superiority $haU be 
" acknowledged among jhe citizens of Erin but that of virtue 
* and talent. As for those degenerate wretches who turn theiy 
** sword against their native country^ the national vengeance 
** awaits them. Let them find no quarter, unless they shall 
** prove their repentance by speedily exchanging the standar4 
*' of slavery for that of freedom, under which their former 
" errors may be buried, and they may share the g^ry and a4- 
** vantages that are due to the patriot bands of Ireland^ Many 
"of the niilitary feel the love of liberty glow within thdr 
** breasts, and have joined the national standard* Receive with 
^^ open arms such as shaU follow so ;gk)riou8 an eKample->*-fh^ 
** can render signal service to the cause of freedom^ and shall 
" be rewarded according to their deserts. Bijt for the wretch 
<* who turns his sword against his native country, let the nation- 
** al vengeance be visited upon him ; let him find no quarter* 
" Two other crimes demand *##*#*#*** Bouse all the ener- 
^ gies of our souls: call forth all the merit and abilities which a 
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*» vicious goyerament consigned to obscurity; and under the 
** conduct of your chosen leaders, march with a steady step to 
** victory. Heed not the glare of hired soldiery or aristocratic 
** yeomanry: they cannot withstand the vigorous shock of free- 
** dom. Their trappings and their arms will soon be yours; 
** and the detested government of England, to which we vow 
*« eternal hatred, shall leani, that the treasures it exhausts oh its 
^ accoutered Slaves, for the purpose of butchering Irishmen, 
*« shall but further enable us to turn their swords on its devoted 
*' head. Attack them in every direction by day and by night : 
•* avail yourselves of the natural advantages of your country^ 
** which are innumerable, and with which you are better ac- 
^ quainted than they. "Where you cannot oppose them in full 
*« force, constandy harrass their rear and their flanks : cut off 
** their provisions and magazines, and prevent them as much as 
*< possible from uniting their forces : let whatever moments you 
*' cannot devote to fighting for your country, be passed in leam- 
** ing how to fight for it, or preparing the means of war — ^for 
" war, war alone must occupy every mind and every hand in 
** Ireland, until its long oppressed soil be purged of all its ene- 
*« mies. Vengeance ! Irishmen — ^vengeance on your oppressors. 
*« Remember what thousands of your dearest friends have 
** perished by their merciless orders. — ^Remember their burn- 
*< ings, their raickings, their torturings, their military massacres, 
** and their legal murders — Remember Orr !"* 
• The person (William Orr) whom the Irish are in the forego- 
ing address emphatically called on to remember, had been of 
staunch revolutionary principles, and possessed of considerable 
abilities. He was a man of respectable character and connec- 
tions. Being found guilty of high treason, he was, to the un- 
speakable grief of his party, executed at Carrickfergus. 

* Appendix to the report of the secret committee of the Hoas« 
•f Commons, No. 20. 



CHAPTER V, 



BY these arrests, however, and -other precautionary steps of the 
government, the insurrection in Dublin, which was to commence 
on the twenty-third of May, by an attack on the army encamped 
at Lauchlinstown, and on the artillery stationed at Chapeli^od, 
was frustrated. Notwithstanding this, and the disorganisation 
of the confederacy which ensued by the judicious arrangelnent5 
of the troops in the most advantageous positions about the 
capital, the appointment for insurrection was observed by many 
m the neighbouring counties; and the mail coaches on the 
northern, southern, and western roads, destroyed, as a signal to 
the rest of the kingdom* The western coach was interrupted 
between Lucan and Leixlip; the northern at Santry, only 
three miles distant from the metropolis ; and the southern near 
Kaas, which is fifteen miles distant. Great multitudes of insur- 
gents assembled, and proceeded immediately to efforts of 
strength^ particularly in attacking the towns of Prosperous, Naas, 
Claine, Ballymore-Eustace^ and Kilcullen. 

Information was received on the twenty-third of May, by the 
garrison at Naas, that an attack was that evening meditated to 
take place upon the town^ and steps were consequendy taken 
for immediate and effectual resistance. The greatest anxiety 
prevailed daring that night and part of the succeeding morning; 
which was much increased by the intelligence announced by a 
dragoon, that the rebels were advancing against the town in 
considerable force. Large parties (some of whom stole lumo- 
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ticed into tht veiy centre of the town) accordingly made an 
attack at an early hour, and engaged a party of the Armagh 
militia; by whom they were repulsed, after having sustained 
three vollies. In their flight, a great many pikes were drop- 
ped : three prisoners were taken, and were immediately hanged 
in the streets* 

The attack upon Prosperous, on the same day, was more 
successful. The centinels were killed, and the barracks as- 
saulted while the soldiery were asleep. Rushing into the 
buildin^y the rebels immediately put to death captain Swaine. 
The soldiers, however, in the opposite apartment, succeeded in 
expelling them ; after which a fierce conflict ensued, but was 
terminated by the rebels setting fire to a quantity of straw 
which happened to be in the under-ground office. The sol- 
diers, almost in a state of suffocation, retreated to the upper 
storeys, whidi they were quickly obliged to abandon by the 
rapidity of the flames. Some of them, leaping out of the 
windows, were received on the pikes of the assailants : the re^ 
mainder, maldng a desperate sally, endeavoured to force themr 
«cives a passage, but were nearly all of them slain in the -at- 
tempt: the deputy barrack-master, who, together with his 
family, had concealed himself during this scene of carnage, was 
^aved^ after coming oat and surrendering, by the imexpectecl 
elemency of the rebels. Mr. Brewer, an En^ishman, remark- 
Able fer humanity^ but who had unfortunately incurred the 
enmity of the insurgents, was piked to death in his own house. 
Mr. Staoners also, who delivered himself up for the purpose 
of saving a house and its inhabitants, who were threatened with 
extermination, was, notwidistanding a promise of safety, treach- 
erously shot in the street. In this affair the king's troops are* 
said to have lost about seventy men. 

The attack upon CSane commenced by a considerable body, 
who stole into die town unperceived by all but a drummer and 
ftrurtpeter, who succeeded in alarmmg the garrison. The 
houses in which the soldiers were quartered were surrounded* 
:^ingly, by bodied of pikemen; so that the military were obliged 
to fight their way individually through the assailants. "With 
the loss of only two men, however, and five wounded, they 
succeeded ia assembling, and, notwitbstandiiig the surprise and 
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canfiftftion, gallaAtly repulsed the insurgents. In a sepoxid 
attempt, which was made, six rebels^ mounted on horses of the 
Ancient Britons, and dressed in their ^lothes, entered the town 
with a design to impose themselves on the yeoman a& friends^* 
One of them, however, having made a cut at captain Jephsou 
with a swords was instantly shot, and his companions obliged to 
fly with many wounds. About half past three in the morning, 
captain Griffith^ having been informed at his seat that a body 
of rebels had attacked the guard of Clane, arrived in the town^ 
He there found that the steady valour of part of his troop had 
so far checked the enemy, as to give time for about forty of 
the Armagh corps to turn out; that the yeoman and militia had 
not fired above Uiree rounds when the insurgents were dis«* 
persed ; and that they were hotly pursuing them and burning 
such houses on the common as they suspected to. afford them 
shelter. Six prisoners were taken ; one of whom was execut- 
ed at Clane^ the other five on the same day at Naas. About 
five o'clock intelligence was brought him of the defeat of the 
troops at Prosperous. The captain had hardly time to draw 
up his men, when a party of rebels^ mounted on the horses, and 
well furnished with the arms and accoutrements of the Ancient 
Bi^nSf made a charge into the town. One volley brought 
six or seven of them to the ground. The remainder made a 
precipitate flight, and took shelter behind a strong body of in- 
fantry which was advancing agjunst the town from Prosperous. 
The litde army of captsdn Griffith, not being strong enough ta 
march against this numerous body, whose appearance was ren- 
dered formidable by the scarlet clothing and arms of the military 
massacred at Prosperous, retreated to an elevated ground near 
the common, where they could not be surrounded or outflanked. 
There the insurgents quickly commenced a smart firing uppa 
them, which, however, the height of the ground rendered inef- 
fective ; while they returned a galling fire that killed and 
wounded considerable numbers, and at length compelled them 
to disperse in the utmost confusion. They were pursued with 
slaughter, and in their flight dropped great quantities of pikeai 
and, other arms. On captain Griffith's return to Clane, he was 
secredy informed that Dr. Esmond, a lieutenant of his corps, 
lyhohad attended the master with alacrity, in order to rcs»t 

Z ' . 
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die rebels there, had led the insurgents in the attack upon 
Prosperous. The captain having been ordered to inarch to 
Naas, prudently took no^ notice of this intelligence until he 
arrived there ; when, drawing up his men in front of the goal, 
he immediately committed the lieutenant. He was afterwards 
conveyed to Dublin, where he was tried and executed as a 
traitor. He was brother to sir Thomas Esmond, of a rtty 
anciei^ popish family in the county of Wexford. He was a 
man remarkable for the beauty of his countenance, the hand- 
someness, of his figure, the highly convivial qualities of his 
disposition, and the greatest knowledge of his profession; to 
which he added humanity and honour in his conduct in private 
life. 

On the tenth of May^ captain Beevor had been ordered to 
Ballymore-Bustace, with detachments of the ninth dragoons, 
and of the Tyrone, Antrim^ and Armagh militia, in order to 
compel the United Irishmen in that quarter to surrender their 
arms, by living among them at free-quarters. As the captain 
in this service had about three thousand stand of arms of va- 
rious descriptions surrendered to him ; and asy on the twenty- 
third of May, four sergeants of United Irishmen marched in 
with their complement of men, eleven to each, and surrendering 
their arms, received protefctions, he imagined that he had com* 
pletely effected the object of his mission; and«accordingly sent 
off one hundred and twenty of his men, retaining only about 
forty, in order to lighten the burdens of the people who were 
obliged to maintain them. 

The hnprudence of this step, however, was quickly felt 
The soldiers were quartered in eight different houses, which a 
body of rebels, to the amount of eight hundred, attacked early 
in the mommg of the twenty-fourth, one hundred men sur- 
rounding each house. About one o'clock, captain Beevor was 
awakened by the cry of a person, that the rebels would have 
his blood. He instantly got out of bed, when he. perceived two 
men rush into the apartment, the one armed with a pistol, the 
other with a pike. As the former fired at and missed him, 
the captain seized a pistol which lay by hi^ bedside and shot 
him through the body. He instantly received a slight wound 
ip the shoulder from the pike of the other; but as he was 
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reacliing for a seccmd pistol, the pikeman closed with hhn, and. 
seizing him in his arms, carried him towards the top of the 
stairs, where a number of rebels were ready to receive him on 
their pikes. By a violent effort of strength, however, the 
captain succeeded in getting himself extricated, vrhen he drag- 
ged his adversary into a room where he was run through the 
body by lieutenant Patrickson. Meantime the dragoons^ who 
were rallying round the captain's quarters, attacked and killed 
many of the insurgents^ who maintained a desperate conflict for 
nearly two hours., In other parts of the town, the enemy had 
set fire to several houses in which the soldiers were quartered; 
killed seven dragoons and wounded three : the Tyrone militia 
also had four killed and two wounded. But captain Beevor, 
with twelve dragoons, sallied out and routed them in every di- 
rection, with the loss of three of their captains and a considerable 
number of men. Amongsj: the losses of the military was 
lieutenant M^Farland of the Tyrone 'milida, who was shot 
through the body. 

At seven in the morning of the twenty-fourth, general Dun- 
df&9 having received information that a body of rebels had assem- 
bled the proceeding night at a place csdled the Rath of Gilltown, 
and that their intention was to. attack KilcuHen that day, ordered 
forty of the ninth dragoons and the Romneys, and twenty two 
of the Suffolk ^fencibles, to march against them. The general, 
putting himself at the head of the cavalry, found three hundred 
of the enemy strongly entrenched in the church-yard, whom hi& 
immediately attacked, without wsuting till the infantry came up, 
though the ground was broken and uneven^ and though many 
of the rebels, armed with long pikes, had formed themselves 
into a strong phalanx in a road close by the church-yard, in 
which not more than six of the dragoons could charge in front. 
The charge, however,, was made with great spirit; but the 
horse were intantaneously repulsed. Thrice* they were urged 
by the general to renew the charge, and as often t^rere ^hey 
furiously driven back, with the loss of captains. Erskine and 
Ck)oks and twenty*two privates who were killed ; besides ten 
so desperately wo\)nded that most of them expired soon after. 

The general, after this defeat, retired with his shattered force 
to the village of Kilcullen-bridge, where he halted for some 
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time* But the victors, determined to follow up the suecessful 
bloi/f^ they had struck, though they were conscious they could 
not force the strong and narrow pass of EilcuUen-bridgey took 
a circuitous route, in which their number was increased to 
several thousands, and took a position between Kikullen and 
Naas, in order to intercept the general in his retreat. In this 
extt^mity he resolutely put himself at the head of twenty-seven 
of the Suffolk fencible infantry, with his cavalry in the rear, and 
boldly marched up to the rebels, by whom the attack was vi- 
gorously begun ; but who were broken by three destructive and 
well*directed voUies from the infantry; after which the cavalry 
charged, put them completely to the route, and pursued them 
with so terrible a slaughter^ that their loss is stated to have 
amomited to about three hundred men. After this decided ad- 
vantage^ the general marched to Naas^ in order to concentrate 
his forces as near as possible to the metropolis^ being jusdy 
apprehensive that the enemy meditated to make an attack upon 
it in great force. 

About two o'clock on the twenty-third, general Wilford, who 
commanded at Kildare, received an order from general Dundas 
to march with his whole force to his assistance at Kikulkn. 
On leaving the town, he sent orders to captain Wilson at 
Monastereven, to follow him ; and^ on his arrival at Kildare, 
to set fire to the camp equipage lodged there. From die exe- 
cution of this mandate, however, he was diverted by the solicit 
tations of Mr. O'Reilly, who represented to him the danger of 
setting fire to the town by such a step. No sooner had the 
military left the town, than the market bell was rung by the 
inhabitants as a signal for a general rising; and about two 
thousand rebels, led by one Roger M'Garry, marched into the 
town, and seized all the officer's baggage, the camp equipage^ 
and an immense quantity of pikes, fire-arms, &c. which luid 
been surrendered a few days before. Most of fhe protestant 
inhAitants, apprehensive of being massacred, fled with preci- 
pitation to Naas and Monastereven, leaving behind them their 
property^ which, together with their houses, was destroyed and 
plundered by the rebels. 

Early in the succeeding morning, M'Garry, with about 
twelve hundred insurgents, marched against Monastprerenythe 
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garrison. of which consisted of about one hundred men €k>m- 
posed of yeomanry infantry and cavalry. ' As soon as intelli- 
^nce was received of the approach of the enemy, the garrison 
.made circuits through the circumjacent country, that the inha- 
bitants might have an opportunity of retreating into the towii. 
During these excursions they met with numerous parties of 
rebels^ hastening • to join their leaders^ with whom 'they had 
frequent skirmishes. la one of these conflicts they liberated 
a^small par^ of the Ancient Britons, who had been taken pri- 
soners : one of their own troop was wounded in the action. 
About four o'clock in the morning of the twenty-fourth, the 
fjarrison was attacked by the rebels^ who, however^ were re 
pulsed with slaughterj^ carrying with them their dead* and 
wounded^ though not before they had set fire to the town. 
Nine loyalists, two of whom were volunteers, were slain. > 

The neighbourhood of Bathangan, on the tw«nty-f6urth was 
in a state of insurrection, and the town itself was taken pos- 
session of on the twenty-sixth by the rebels. They retained it 
until the twenty-ninth^ when they were didodged with slaughter 
by colcmel Longfield^ with the cite of Cork militia, a detach- 
ment of dragoons^ and two field-pieces. 

Of the intended surprise of Carlow, the garrison was ap- 
prised, both by an intercepted letter, and by the intelligence of 
lieutenant Roe, of the North Cork militia, who had seen the 
peasants asseihbLe in the evening of the ^th of May. Th& 
garrison, consisting of a body of the 9th dragoons, the. light 
Company of the North Cork militia, under captain Heard, some 
of the Louth militia, under lieutenant Ogle, the yeomen infantry 
of Carlow, under captdns Burton and Eustace, sir Charles 
Burton's yeomen cavalry, and about forty volunteers; the 
whole about four hundred and fifty in number, under the com- 
mand of colonel Mahone of the 9th dragoons, was judiciously 
placed at various posts for the reception of the assailants. The 
plan of assault was ill-contrived or ill-executed. Different 
parties were appointed to enter the town at different avenues ; 
but only one attempted an entrance ; the rest being deterred by 
the incessant firing of the troops. This body of rebels, amount- 
. ing to a thousand or fifteen hundred, assembled at the house of 
sir Edward Croabie, a mile and a half from Carlow, and 
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marched into the town about two o'clock in the morning of 
the 25th of May, with so little precaution as to alarm the 
garrison at a quarter of a mile's distance, by the discharge ot 
a gun, in the execution of one of their own deserters. Shout- 
ing, as they rushed into Tullow-street, with that vain confi- 
dence which is generally followed by disappointment, that the 
town was their own, they received so destructive a fire fix)m 
the garrison, that they recoiled and endeavoured to retreat; 
but finding their flight intercepted, numbers rushed into the 
houses, where the/found^a miserable exit, these being immediate- 
ly set fire to be by the soldiery. About eight houses were con- 
sumed in this conflagration, and for some days the roasted 
remains of the rebels were falling down the chinjnies in wKch 
tjiey had perished.* Their loss is estimated at upwards of 
four hundred ; while not a man was even wounded on the side 
of the loyalists- 
After the defeat, executions commenced as elsewhere in this 
calamitous period, and about two hundred were in a short time 
hanged or shot; according to martial law. Among the earliest 
victims were sir Edward William Crosbie, and one Heydon, a 
yeoman.. The latter is believed to have been the leader of the 
rebel column ; to have conducted them into the town, and on 
their ill success to have abandoned them. He had certainly in 
that crisis taken his place as a yeoman, and joined in the slaugh- 
ter of the assailants. 

A pamphlet has since appeared, intitled, " A Narrative of 
,«^ the Apprehension, Trial, and Execution of sir Edward 
<* William Crosbie, Bart. ; in which the Innocence of sir Ed- 
" ward, and the Iniquity of the Proceedings against him are 
" indubitably and clearly proved." 

The tyranny and injustice too frequently exercised by those 
intrusted with power by the administration in this lamentable 
struggle was never more fully exemplified than in the proceed- 
ings which this publication narrates. Witnesses in favour of sir 
Edward, though protestants, and well known to be loyal sub- 
jects, were forcibly deterred from entering the court by military 
terror. Tortures and flogging were mercilessly inflicted on 
Roman catholic prisoners, to compel them to give perjured 
evidence against him ; and they were even promised their own 
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lives if he should be ccmvicted by their means* Still, not- 
withstanding these infamous and arbitrary measures, adopted 
with evident intention to overwhelm an iunocent man, no 
charge could be proved against him; but yet, to the indelible 
disgrace of those concerned in this iniquitous procedure, he 
was condemned and executed with circumstances of particu- 
lar atrocity. The court by which he was tried was moreover 
irregularly constituted and illegal, being destitute of a judge- 
advocate* The sentence was executed at an unusual hour, 
and so sensible were his judges of their own injustice, that 
ixi defiance of a special act of parliament, a copy of the pro- 
ceedings was refused to his widow and family. After pe- 
rusing actions such as these, we view with indignation the 
shameful accounts of atrocities committed by. the rebels, writ- 
ten by men who support the proceedings of another party, and 
basely prostitute their talents to exalt every action of the loyal 
troops and subjects, however reprehensible their conduct; 
whilst the proceedings of their opponents are painted^ with 
every eppearance of brutal ferocity that rancour and prejudice 
can suggest. 

It is not our intention to specify individually all the atrocities 
and murders committed by the inferior actors in the rebellion. 
Many of these were undoubtedly the result of private antipathies ; 
others dictated by the ferocity of ungovernable mobs ; and are 
all of them, perhaps, what would have taken place in similar 
circumstances amongst the most enlightened and humane peo-» 
pie on earth. Of this the revolution in France afibrds a me- 
lancholy example. Popularresentment,onceroased, cannot be re- 
strained within due bounds, or directed only against proper objects ; 
and such is the want of subordination in tumultuary assemblies 
of armed men, that even their leaders are often compelled to 
yield to the torrent, and to suflFer themselves to be hurried 
away by the impetuous passions of the mass. 

Mr. Elliot, going from Carlpw, after the repulse of the 
rebels, to visit his house three miles from town, saw a number 
of peasants assembled in the road at the end of his avenue. 
He was advancing without apprehension of danger, when ob- 
serving two guns levelled at him, he gallopped away and escap* 
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cd both shots. On his returning soon after with a body of 
yeomen, thp peasants fled to places of concealment. When 
this gentleman, however, quite contrary to their expectations, 
rested satisfied with dispersing the insurgents, instead of burn- 
ing their cabins and inflicting on them any severe punishment^ 
as was usual, ihty returned to their habitations, and continued 
to remain perfectly quiet instead of being driven by desperation 
to join the rebel armies. 

The Queen's County rebels were to have joined those of the 
county of Carlow at Graigye-bridge ; but having heard that 
there were two pieces of cannon posted there, they changed 
their route ; and, headed by two* leaders of the names of Red- 
mond and Brennan, who had been yeomen, they burned several 
houses, belonging to protestants, in the* village of Ballyckmoi- 
ler; and attacked the house of the Rev. John Witty, a pro- 
testant clergyman, near Aries, about five miles from Carlow ; 
but it was bravely defended by himself and eleven friendsy 
who kept up a constant fire, killed twenty-one rebels, and baffled 
all their attempts to storm or to bum it. The conflict con- 
tinued from three till six o'clock in the morning. 

On the 30th of May, a number of rebels, headed by one Ca* 
sey, attacked and burned the charter-school at Castlecarberry, 
after having plundered all the property of Mr. Sparks, the mas- 
ter, which was considerable. The school had been defended 
by a party of fencibles till the 64th of May; but when they 
were withdrawn, Mr. Sparks and his fiunily were obliged to 
abandon it; and the children took refuge in the Bog. of Allen^ 
and in some neigh'^ouring cabins. 

On the same day that the charter-school was attacked, a 
great number of rebels encamped on an island in the bog of Ti- 
mahoe, and at Mucklin and Drihid; and for some time con- 
tinued to plunder the houses of protestants, and carried ^off all 
the horses and cattle they could find. Government having re- 
ceived intelligence of these proceedings, sent Genend Cham- 
pagne, on the 5th of June, to attack the enemy with the follow- 
ing forces :— a detachment of the liimerick militia, command' 
ed by colonel Gough; the Canal Legion, by lieutenant Wil- 
liams ; the Coolestown Cavalry, by captain Wakely ; the Clo^ 
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nard Cavalry, by lieutenant Tyrell ; and the BalUni Cairalrf) 
by captain O^FerralL 

The general disposed the cavalry so as to surround the bog^ 
while the infantry attacked the camp on the island* The con* 
test lasted some time^ as there were, but a small number of 
infantry ; however they at last forced the camp and dispersed 
the rebels; of whom great numbers were slain ia their flight 
by the cavalry. 

A detachment of the Limerick, the Coolestown, the Canal 
liegion, and a party of Northumberland fencibles, attacked 
about six hundred rebels, who were posted on Foxes-hill; 
smd whom they entirely routed with considerable slaughter* 

No where did the rebels shew more fully their want of 
prudence, and their vain confidenca, than in the attack which 
they made upon Hacketstown in the county of Carlow, forty- 
four miles from Dublin. On their approach to the town, the 
garrison, which consisted of a detachment of the Antrim mi* 
fitiay .under lieutenant Gardiner^ and a body of yeomen under 
capt^n Hardy^ marched out to meet them; but terrified by 
their numbers (about three thousand) they retreated and took 
shelter in the barrack. Exulting at their imaginary victory, 
the rebels raised a triumphant shout, and rushed forward with 
impetuosity, but in the utmost confusion. In this situation 
they were dexterously charged by captain Hume, who most 
fortunately arrived at that instant with thirty of his yeomen^ 
completely routed and dispersed, with the loss of two hun* 
dred men. Lieutenant Gardiner received a violent blow oa 
the breast with a stone ; and only one soldier was hurt. 

On the morning of the twenty-fourth, the ofl^cers of tht 
Navan cavalry, John Preston, Esq. captain, dispatched intelli- 
gence by letter to the officer commzmding the garrison at Kells, 
to request he would send them such troops as he could spare 
for their protection ; as they had been informed of the insur* 
reetibns at Dunboyne and Dunshaugjhlin, and that the rebels 
had planted the tree of liberty at the latter. Captain Molloy, 
immediately on receipt of this intelligence, naarched the yeo- 
men infantry and cavalry to their assistance; but on his ar- 
•^val, finding diat ihe town was not in inunediate danger of 
^ attack, he returned to Kells for the piottctioa of its inbabi<> 
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tantSy and of a large depot of ammunition there, which was 
endangered by his absence* A detachment was then ordered 
to proceed towards Dunshaughlin, and to reconnoiter the enemy* 
As they returned with information that the mass of the people 
were in acms, Mr. Barry, lieutenant of the Navan troop, dis- 
jpatched the following notice to captain MoUoy at Kells :— 

" Sir, — ^Prepare your yeomanry immediately, as an insurrec- 
" tion has appeared from Dublin to Dunshaughlin, and numbers 
^* have been murdered. Communicate this to all the other 
" officers." 

Of this intelligence captain MoUoy apprized the different 
yeomen officers ; and strenuously recommended to them to hold 
themselves in readiness for action. Captain Preston of the 
Navan cavalry, understanding that the Rea fencibles were to be 
in Navan on the night of the twenty-fifth of May, resolved to 
obtain their assistance in an attack upon the rebel station at 
Dunshaughlin. His demand of co-operation having been agreed 
to, and all tlve yeomanry in the adjacent country having joined 
them, they proceeded at day-break on the twenty-sixth to Dun-: 
shaughlin; which, however, the rebels had previously abandoned^ 
and strongly posted themselves on the hill of Tarah in the county 
of Meath, eighteen miks northward of Dublin, an eminence well 
adapted for defence' against an attacking foe; but so situated as 
to be extremely unfavourable to a retreating army, especially 
if pursued by cavalry. The hill is very steep, surrounded at 
the top by three circular Danish forts, with ramparts and fosses ; 
and on the summit is the church-yard, enclosed by a high wall. 
The king's troops, consisting of two hundred and ten of the Rea 
foicibles, with a battalion gun, lord Fingall's troop of yeoman 
cavalry, those of captain Preston, lower Kells, and captain Mol- 
loy's company of yeoman infantry, amounted in all to about four 
hundred men. The rebels, who were perhaps about three 
thousand in number, no sooner perceived the king's troops ad- 
vancing, than they uttered loud shouts of exultation, and imme- 
diately began the attack, firing briskly as they advanced. The 
royal infantry, with the cavahy on their fljmks, retained their 
fire till within about fifty yards of the enemy, when a desperate 
conflict ensued. The rebels made three furious onsets, in the 
last of which> with daring resolutioni they seized upon the ca]>- 
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non, but before thej^ could completely surround her^ the officer 
who commatided had applied the match, and the succeeding 
discharge destroyed t^n or twelve of the assailants and dispers- 
ed the remainder. The whole body of rebels, by the steadiness 
and valour of the king's troops, were at length routed in all 
directions, with the loss of about four hundred in killed and 
wounded, and three hundred horses captured; together with 
all their arms, ammunition, baggage, and provisions. The 
victors lost about forty men, and had expanded their whole 
ammunition before the rebels were put to flight. In the pockets 
of some of the killed were found popish prayer-books, beads, 
rosaries, crucifixes, pious, ejaculations to Christ and .to the 
Virgin Mary, and a variety of republican songs. 

This signal victory laid open the communication betwixt the 
capital and the northern parts of the kingdom, as that at Rat-* 
hangan did betwixt it and the western. Discouraged by these 
and other defeats, many of the rebels began to wish for leave to 
retire in safety to their, houses, and to return to their peaceable 
occupations. General Dundas, on the twenty-eighth of May, 
received at his head-quarters at ]^aas, by Thomas Kelly, Esq. a 
magistrate, a message from a rebel chief named Perkins, who 
commanded a body of two thousand men at Knochawlin-hill, on 
the border of the Curragh of Kildare, a plain twenty-two miles 
south westward of Dublin,* expressing a readiness to surrender 
their arms, provided they were allowed to retire unmolested to 
their respective houses, and that Perkins' brother, then in the 
jail of Naas, should be liberated. The general jpot considering 
himself authorised to conclude a treaty with the rebels, sent to 
Dublin for instructions ; and having received permission, pro- 
ceeded to Knockawlin on the thirty'-first ; where, after he had 
received the personal surrendry of Perkins and a few of his 
associates, he granted pardon to the rest, who immediately dis- 
persed with shouts of joy, leaving behind them thirteen cart- 
loads of pikes. 

This peaceable disposition, however, was unfortunately blast- 
ed three days afterwards by military licentiousness and want of 
that strict attention to discipline, so i^dispensibly requisite when 
a country is in a state of insurrection. In order to open the 
communication betwixt Dublin and Limerick^ major-general 
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DuiF had made a rapid mardi from the latter with ux hundred 
meii» and received intelligence that a vety considerable body^ of 
rebels had assembled at the Gibbit*rat]}, on the Ciirrah» for 
the purpose of availing themselves of the permission to ,surren« 
der which had been granted to them by general Dundas* 
Unfortunately general Dundas was not present to receive the 
submission of this body himself. General Duff's troops were 
accordingly ordered to approach them for this purpose. On the 
advance of the military, one of the rebels tboughdessly swort 
he would not deliver up his piece loaded, and, presenting it 
with the muszle upwards, discharged its contents in the air* 
The troops, with a thirst for carnage disgraceful to themselves, 
and two frequendy displayed by the royal forces in the course 
of the rebellion, affecting to consider this innocent bravado as 
an act of hostility, instantly fired amongst the rebelst Panic* 
struck by this unexpected act of treacherous severity, the asto« 
aished multitude fled in all directions without offering to make 
the least resistance. Notwithstanding this» however, a company 
of fencible cavalry, denominated lord Jocelyn's Fox-hunterSj 
eager to show their valour in the slaughter of an unresisting foe, 
pursued them with dreadful havoc, till a retreat was sounded, 
which general Dundas, who was apprehensive of such an acci* 
dent, perhaps from his knowing well the disposition of the 
military, had sent an express from his quarters at Eolcullen to 
order. Upwards of two hundred rebels fell on this occasion | 
and perhaps afar greater number would have shared the same 
fate^ had not general Dundas's wise measure put a stop to the 
■ fury of the troops. We cannot better shew our approbation of 
the conduct of that gentleman, than by insertbg the following 
address from the corps of A.thy loyal infantry, which reflects 
infinite credit not only on the general himself, but also ifa the 
corps by which it. was presented : 

** To Lieutenant-General Dundasy £sPc. 

<* Sir,— ITie arrangements, whith follow the termination of a 

<* glorious war, being likely to deprive us of the man whose 

*' wise and humane conduct saved the lives of thousands,-we 

<< cannot suffer the opportunity to pass^ without expressing to 
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** otir brave general the sentiments of gratitude whh which our 
*' hearts are filled. • 

^< Placed at the head of our district^ durisgy a period most 
^< eventful and calamitous, your command has been distinguish- 
^ ed by the zeal of your conduct^ and the hunumity of your 
^ counsel, surrounded by armed bands of our misguided coun* 
*' trymen. You first subdued them by your sword, and then 
*< disarmed them by your clemency. In you, sir, we have 
^ seen the brightest ornament of the soldier's character— -Aumon^^ 
•' /y, united with true courage* And when the unprejudiced 
^' historian shall write the events of the day, the name of Dun>« 
*« das will be applauded by rising generations^ 

^ Your kiiid partiality and attention to the Athy yeoman 
** infantry, raised^ on the spur of the moment, have induced 
^ them to oflfer this (the <mly tribute in their power) to their 
** revered general. Wherever you go, you will carry widi yoia 
^ their invariable attachment, and die apfdauses of all true lovers 
** i)f their country and of humanity* 

** For the corps of Athy loya! yeoman in&ntry, 

Athyj Ut Jan. 1602. T. I. Rawsox, Captain/' 

Though the conduct of this general officer, especially in the 
affair at Old KilcuUen^ where he injudiciously ordered the ca* 
valry to attack the rebel pikemen, has been severely censured by 
many persons ; yet it ought to be taken into consideration, that 
that error by no means attaches to him individually^ atid is no 
proof of his deficiency in military skill. It appears to have been 
an universal opinion, until fatal experience brought conviction 
to the contrary, that cavalry were of greater service in the attack 
of men armed with pikes than infantry. Of this the formation 
of so many bodies of yeomen cavalry, and the paucity of infan- 
try, is a convincing proof. The general's conduct appears to 
have been no less satisfactory to the loyal inhabitants of the dis« 
trict in which he commanded^ than to the corps of Athy loyal 
infantry. This they gratefully acknowledged in an address, 
published in die DuUv!^ Evening Post, accompanied with the 
presentation- of a piece of plate, as a testimony of theur respect 
and veneration*. 
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Besides these attacks niade on various places by the insur- 
gents< and engagements betwixt thetn and the royal troopS| 
commotions took place in the neighbourhood of Dunlavin. The 
garrison in the town consisted of a corps of yeomen cavalry, 
commanded by captain Ryves, and the light company of the 
Wicklow militia. At the head of a company of cavalry, the 
captain marched against the rebels, but was obliged to retreat, 
after some of his men had been killed by pikes. On his return, 
the number of prisoners under suspicion of treason being great- 
er than that of the garrison, and apprehensions being entertained 
that they would co-operate with the rebels in case of an attack, 
it was determined by a council of officers, who ought to have 
been well convinced of the guilt of the sufferers before they 
proceeded to so severe and arbitrary a measure, that such of the 
yeomanry as had been imprisoned on suspicion should be put to 
death. In consequence of this determination, nineteen of the 
Saunders-grove corps and nine of the Narramore were led out 
and shot ! 

TTiese open acts of hostility had been niet by a proclamation of the 
lord lieutenant, on the twenty-fourth of May^ givingnotice that 
orders had been sentto all his majesty's general officers inlreland, 
to punish with death, or otherwise, all persons acting or in any 
manner assisting in the rebellion. The proclamation had also been 
notified to both houses of parliament by a message from his 
excellency, who received their thanks and approbation of the 
measure. 



CHAPTER VI. 



WHILE a communication was^ by the means already men- 
doned^ nearly laid open between the metropolis and the rest of 
the kingdom^ the flames of civil war were kindled, and began 
to blaze in a quarter where insurrection was least expected. 
The county of Wexford had enjoyed a greater portion of so- 
cial comfort than perhaps any other part of the province of 
Leinster. Gentlemen of landed property in it were less ad- 
dicted to the shameful practice of absenting themselves from 
their estates, so prevalent in other quarters of the. kingdom. 
Improvements were made by them, which would have been 
overlooked in their absence. The farmers followed the exam- 
ple of their Ismdlords ; and the peasants were consequently em- 
ployed with regularity, which introduced aiiiongst them habits - 
of industry and order. Rents were comparatively low. From 
all these causes this county was very slowly and imperfectly 
organized by the United Society. Besides conducting • them- 
selves in the most peaceable manner, the Roman catholics had 
addressed the lord lieutenant through the medium of lord 
Mountnorris, professing their loyalty, and oflPering to arm them- 
selves, if permitted, for the preservation of tranquility. Go- 
vernment was so well convinced by these circumstances of the 
Well affected state of the county, that not above six hundred 
soldiers were stationed throughout the whole of it ; its defence 
being abandoned chiefly to the yeomanry corps and their sup- 
plementariea. The members who composed these corps of 
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protestant yeomanry^ inflamed by religious prejudice and the 
reports of atrocities contmitted by the Romanists in former 
times ; or perhaps presumptuous from their imaginary superi- 
ority over the catholics, imprudently treated the latter with 
contumely and outrage. The magistrates^ with equal impru- 
dence, and that tendency to the abuse of power, so natural to 
weak and little minds, employed themselves in whippiiig and 
impris(ming numbers of persons whom they thought proper to 
suspect of disloyalt}') often without sufficient grounds to au- 
thorise such proceedings. The body of six hundred regulars 
and militia^ also ill commanded, and for the most part ill offi- 
cered, contributed, by previous insult and subsequent timidity, 
to forward the work of rebellion. Those who insult and ty- 
rannize over the peaceable and submissive, are : for the most 
part the first to shrink at the appearance of danger^ and to fly 
from the presence of such as^ by their own imprudence^ and 
by repeated injuries^ they have roused to resentment and to 
vengeance. The system of imprisonment and of flogging, 
however^ appears to have been principally the cause of disaf*^ 
fectioQ : ^ I am well informed, tkit no floggings had place 
<^ in the town of Wexford^ nor in the baronies of Forth anii 
^ Bargy; and that in those baronies no atrocities were com- 
^ mitted before or since the rebelUon*""^ Whatever might have 
been the state of this county, whether it would have continued 
in a state of tranquility or not, had not these rigorous measures 
been adopted ; certain it is, that after the insurrection did com* 
Inence, the number of insurgents was greatly increased by the 
lawless conduct of straggling parties of yeomen, who too fre- 
quency shot unarmed and unoiFending persons, in the roads^ 
in die fields at* work, and even in their houses. 

On the night of the twenty*Sixth of May, the standard of 
rebellion was raised ibr the first time in this county, by father 
John Murphy, Romish priest of Boulavogue^ commonly called 
Father John, a man of mean intellects, and a fanatic in reli- 
gion ; but at the same time eminently quidified to rouse the ig- 
normt fiiuteitude to tumult. He kmdled a fire on a hill called 

♦ Note of the Rev. Mr. Gordon^-'^e his Hisiory of the Re- 
hellion kk Irohuid in 1798, £cc. p. 103, 



BEBELUOlf m IRELAND. 193 

Cbftigma, a^ ti ftignal for his associates to assemble, which was 
^swered by another fire on an eminence contiguous to his 
own house at Boulavogue. This rising was communicated to the 
gaitison at Enniscorthy by a female named Piper, the daughter 
of a widow whose house the insurgents had assaulted^ and 
from which she had escaped by leaping out at a window, and 
flying to Enniscorthy on horseback. The house was situated 
at a place called Tincurry, about four miles from Enniscorthy. 
The insurgents wounded the widow, broke the arm of one of 
her daughters, who was with child, and slew her nephew, a 
young man named Candy^ 

Murphy, having burned some protestant houses, proceeded 
to a place called the Harrow; where he engaged. and defeated 
a party of the Camolin yeomen infantry, commanded by lieu^- 
tenant Bookey, who was slain in the commencement of the 
acdon while advancing before his men to harangue the insur* 
gents. This beginning of hostilities, and the success by which 
it was attended, brought great numbers to join the rebels, so 
that on the succeeding morning, Whitsunday, [May 2^.] two 
very considerable bodies had collected, one on the hill of Oulart, 
about eleven miles to the south of Wexford; the other on Kil« 
diomas hilt^ an inferior ridge of Slyeeve Bwee tnountain, about 
ttine miles westward of Gorey. These body of insurgents wer^ 
vdxed multitudes of persons of both sexes and all ages* Against 
the rebels assembled at Oulart, commanded by father John 
Murphy in person, was detached, under the command of lieu* 
tenant-colonel Foote, one hundred and ten chosen men of the 
North Cork militia. On the advance of the king's troops, a 
party descended from the southern side of the hill, apparently 
vith intention to have engaged them. These were broken and 
dispersed at the ^ first onset, and fled with precipitation to the 
Borthem dde of the hill, whither they were pursued with so 
little apprehension of resistance, that no rank or order was ob« 
atervcd. On reaching the northern summit, they were informed 
«at a considerable body of cavalry had th^t morning been ob- 
served approaching the hill, in the direcftioa whither they were 
%ittg, and that their intention was either to intercept theni in 
*cir TetresLU or to co-operate with the infifintry in a joint attack. 
As they were yet so unskilled in nailitary afikks as to regard a& 

Bb 
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attack from cavalry the most formidable that could be made 
upon them, and as Father Murphy exclaimed they must either 
conquer or inevitably perish^ they turned again upon, their pur- 
suers, who had by this time, breathless with running, nearly 
gained the top* Only about three hundred of the rebels, how- 
ever, ventured to make this desperate attack, which was so 
sudden and impetuous, that the whole of the troopsy except the 
lieutenant-colonel,' a serjesint, and three privates, were killed 
almost in an instant, including one majoi*, one captain, two lieu- 
tenants, and one ensign. 

The body of cavalrj', for fear of whom the insurgents were 
driven to this desperate exertion of coimigey had that iaoming 
early left Gorey with intention to attack them; but after they 
had proceeded about thirteen miles, the number and position of 
the enemy was such as to induce them to retreat^ which they 
accomplished after killing some uxiarmed stragglers and several 
old men whom they found in the houses.' They were ignotant 
that the North Cork militia had that morning saarched to 
attack the same body. 

Against the rebels assembled at Sahhomas hill, consisting of 
between two and three thousand armed men^ besides women, 
children^ &c. a body about three hundred yeomen, iafantry and 
cavalry, marched^ and were more successful than their brethren 
at Oulart. The infantty of this little army^ flanked at a consi- 
derable distance on the left by the cavalry, advanced up the 
hill against the rebels, who were posted on the summit, with 
the utmost intrepidity; and the insurgents were so panic-struck 
ty a few discharges of musketry, that they fled, and were pw- 
sued with the loss of about a hundred and fifty men. The 
victors also, in the course of seven miles march^ burned two 
catholic chapels, and sibout a hundred cabins and farm-houses. 

Meantime the victorious body of Oulart, under father Mur- 
phy, elated with their success, marched and took possession of 
Oamolin, a town six miles westward of Gorey, whither its loyal 
inhabitants had fled forjrefuge. The whole country presented 
the most rueful aspect of civil warfare-— houses in flames, part 
fired by the rebels, aiid part by the military; while the frighted 
inhabita^ts were flying in all quarters; the protestants to the 
townS| th« Romanidts to theiiiUs, or to join the rebel parties 
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of their persuasion. From Camolin, the rebels advanced to 
Ferns, two miles further, from whence the loyalists had fled to 
EUmiscor*-hy, six miles to the south. On the same morning 
the garrison of Carnewy nine miles from Gorey, consisting of 
three yeomanry corps, in all about two hundred men, attacked 
a large body of rebels who were preparing to assault that town^ 
and compelled thenpi to fly to Ferns, with the loss of nine killed 
and two taken prisoners. 

Father Murphy found himself now in such strength that h^ 
determined^ on Monday the twenty-eighth, the day after his 
victory, at Oulart, to hazard an attack on the town of Ennis*- 
corthy, whieh was garrisoned by about three hundred men; atf 
by the following return: 
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Officers namesm 

North Cork— Captain Snowe,, lieutenant Bowen, ensign 
Harman* 

Enniscorthy infantry— -Captain Pounden, lieutenants Drury 
and Hunt. 

Supplementary— lieutenant Pounden. 

Scarawalsh infantry— -Captain ComocSki lieutenants Carden 
and Rudd. 

Lieutenant Spring on half-pay, and formerly lieutenant of 
&e sixiy-th^ regiment^ J9Wed ibc troops a voluntcen 
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The rebels, amounting to about seven thousand, ei^t bun* 
dred of whom were armed with musl^ets, appeared before the 
town about one o'clock in the afternoon. Enniscorthy, aituate 
on both aides of the river Slaney, over which there is a stone 
bridge, is ^ market^ a post, and a borough town. The market- 
house, court-house, and principal streets are on the south side* 
On the north are two suburbs called Templeshannon and 
Brumgoold, which extend close to Vinegar Hill, a mountain 
about twelve miles from the town of Wexford, sixteen from 
Boss, eighteen from Gbrey^ eight from Tahmon, six from 
ferns, and ten from Newton-Barry. The river being navigable 
with the tide, it was a place of considerable trade, and contained 
between four and five thousand inhabitants. As intelligence 
had been received at nine o'clock that the enemy was advancing 
against the town, the garrison had their different positions and 
rallying posts immediately assigned them by captajin Snowe, as 
commanding officer. The North-Cork were stationed on the 
bridge; the Enniscorthy cavalry in the street leading to it 
froifi the town; and the Enniscorthy and Scarawdsh infantry 
at the Duffreygate-hill on the Carlow road. A considerable 
guard was also posted at the market-house, where the arms 
and ammunition were lodged;; and another guard over some 
suspicious, persons confined in the casde. As the rebels ap- 
proached towards the Duffrey-gate, in a strong column of 
about a mile in length, where many avenues led iato the town, 
captains Comock and Pounden led their yeomen forward, in a 
line about four hundred yards from the gate; on which the 
enemy halted about the same distance from them, and psoties 
filed off about a half a mile to the right and left of the main 
body, with design to outflank the yeomen. After this move- 
ment, they advanced a few paces, drove a multitude of cattle 
and horses against the troops, and gave a general volley from 
right to left; so effective that captain Comock, and lieutenanU 
Hunt and Pounden, were wounded, the two latter mortally; 
and several privates killed and wounded. ITie yeomen returned 
tlie fire with considerable effect; but the rebels- continued to 
advance, firing at the same time with such precision, that lieu* 
tenant Hunt, who had served during great part of the. American 
war, astonished at their steadiness and celerity, declared that» 
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ke had nev§r before experiei^cedlso heavy and well directed a 
fire. As tb^ rebels continued to extend their wings, the yeo- 
men deemed.it ]mi4ent to retire tiear to the town, where they 
4i%atGhe4 ^ message to captain Snowe, whp defended th^ 
bridge, tQ requi^ hio^ to hasten to $heir assistance. That gen-> 
llenian.imtn^ately niarched to their aid with the North Cor^ 
militia; but unders^^anding.that the rebels were moving towards 
|he bridge, he i?e]tr^at^d to his fprnier s^tatiop in order to defend 
it: ordering thq C9,vi^ry to cpver his rear, a large body of the 
enemy having a^anced to his la^t position. These captaii^ 
Richard^ accordingly charged and dispersed, but had nine of 
^is corps killed and three wounded, and sixteen horses killed, 
Capt^n %K](W€^ arrived at. the bridge in time to prevent the 
enemy from crossing. 

Meaqtime the troops at the I>ufiirey-gate, finding they must 
quickly be surrounded by the Icmg extended wings of the cne»» 
my, if theycQntinued to hold their position, divided themselves 
\QXq small parties; and occupying the different avenues leading 
Hito the town, defended them for some time widi the ^eatest 
s|»rit and resQiiition; though the streets in which they fought 
had been fir^d by sbn^e of the disaffected inhabitants, in ordev 
to suainpy them. These brave men, however, were at length 
conApelled to retreat to the market-house, where they agaia 
made a stand. The rebels now attempted to ford the river in* 
9iany places, but were galled from the bridge, which had be-* 
come the station of defence. So fl4ctuating was the success of 
the day, during several hour^, that many of the inhabitants, in 
order to avoid the fury pf .the prevailing party, had alternately 
displayed the orange and the green ribbon. At length tho 
rebels, fording the rivc;r both above and below the bridge, some 
of them up to the middle, others to the neck in water, entered 
the eastern part of the town and fired it; when the garrison re** 
treated in greajt disorder towards Wexford, fourteen miles dis- 
tautt, having expended the whole of their ammunition, though 
they had repeatedly filled their pouches from the militia maga» 
aine. An instance of intrepidity displayed by a yeoman, we 
deem not unworthy of notice: a spent ball having lodged in his 
neck, he had it extracted by the assistance of an officer; and 
caUply charging his ^piece with it, returned it to the enemy. 
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The garrison, in this obstinate engagement, lost dghty-cij^t 

* men, among whom were captain Pounden of the supplemenlaffy 
yeomen, lieutenant Hunt of the Enniscorthy iafsmtry, and^lieur 
tenant Garden of die Scarawalsh. Besides these, manyof a 
large body of lo3rali8t8 who joined the troops as vol^mtecrS|^ 
armed wiA guns, pistols, swords, &c. feU in the action* The 
rebels lost about three hundred men. - As many of thei protest^ 
ant inhabitants as had time to escs^e, fled in distraction -to 
Wexford, which they accomplished with ilifficalty. He 
weather was fine, and they were not pursued* The fellowing 
accoimt of the escape of the Rev. Mr. Handcock, rector of Kil- 
cormuck, and his fetmily, will convey to the reader an adequate 
idea of the situation of die loyalists. Mr. Handcock had per« 
sonally fought in defence of the town. 

' ^* Finding that we could no longer keep our grouttd, I rushed 
*' singly through the streets, with a blunderbuss cocked, and 
*' presenting it at every person who looked at me, nuining.for 
*' my life, but without the faintest hope of saving it, or that of 
** my family, yet determined to share their fate; and with great 
^ difficulty getting into my house, locked and barricadoed by 
^ the affrighted inmates, I dragged*^ my wife down stairs with 
** my children, just as they sat in her sick roomi* and observ- 
** ing which way the fugitives were moving out of ^ the town, I 

* forced them along with the tragical cavalcade, until my wife, 
•* overpowered with terror and the heat of the flames, fell on a 

* burning pile of rubbish, where, unable myself, from fatigue, 
** to raise her, she would have been suffocated, or trampled to 
** death, had not a gallant fellow of die North-Cork militia, 
'^wounded, and scarce able to drag his legs after him, assisted 
^ me, swearing the Munster oath, * By J-^— s you did not for- 
" sake us, and I will not desert you.' The poor fellow accord- 
'* ingly stuck by us till we arrived at Wexford. In return for 
** this, having got my wife and children behind or before mounted 
" yeomen, I procured a horse for hi§ wife, and carried his 
** musket as far as I was aUe. When we came within thllpe 
^or four miles of Wexford> we were met by th^ yeomen ca^ 

♦ She l^y-in only, two days before. 
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^^ valry of it, who turned out on hearing our disaster, to cov^r 
<* our. retreat."' 

On &e morning after the rebels got possession of the town^ 
it presented a dreadful scene of conflagration. Part pf it was 
•Btirely consumed; and in part the flames were spreading with 
the greatest fury. Above four hundred dwelling<rhouses, ware- 
houses, See. were thus de;stroyed« T%e rebels, after having 
formed a camfi on Vinegar hill, entrenched it, smd erected 
some batteries, stationed a very strong garrison in EnnUcorthy^ 
and placed picquet guards, centinels^ and videts, in all the 
avenues and roads leading to it for some miles round; which 
were relieved every day from the camp on tfie hilli The 
church of Eimiscorthy having been stripped by the victors, they 
conveyed the bell to their camp, where it was employed for the 
purpose of marking the hours, and was to be rung as an 
alarum in cai^e of suxprise. And old windmill at the top of 
the hiU was converted into a prison for lojralist prisoners. These 
were all tried by a court-martial, and on being' condemned, 
were led to the front of the rebel line#: where they were either 
shot or piked to death; On th& mormag of the . twenty^ninth, 
the rebels e^cuted no le&s than twen^-four persons. 
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THE town of Wexford, whither the garrison of Elimscorthy 
'and as many of the loyal ihhabitants as could make their escape^ 
had retreated, had been in a ^tate of die greatest alarm and con- 
sternation since the conin&encement of the insurrection^ especial- 
ly since the defeat of the royal troops at the batde of Oulart by 
fadier Murphy, on the twenty<^8eventh. The garrison had now 
laid aside all thoug|:its of giving the enemy batde in the field, 
and confined themselves to making every preparation for a 
vigorous defence. Amongst other measures taken for this 
purpose, all fires were ordered to be ex^guished, and d[ie roofs 
of thatched houses to be stripped, lest those inhabitants who 
were disafiected should assist the assailants by setting fire to the 
town. 

In consequence of a suspicion of treasonable designs the 
sheriiF and others had rejsolved to apprehend Beaucharop Ba- 
genal Harvey, of Bargycasde, John Henry Colclough, of Bally- 
teig, and Edward Fitzgerald, of Newpark, all of them gendemen 
of the county of Wexford ; who were accordingly arrested on 
the twenty-sixth and twenty-sevendi, by captain Boyd, qf the 
Wexford cavalry. On the twentyrninth, Mr. Boyd^ who had 
hopes of dispersing the insurgents without either giving them 
battle or making any concession in their favour, or who ^con- 
cluded that he might at least be able to divert their attention 
and to retard their progressy visited these three gendemen in 
prison, and proposed that one of them should proceed to the 
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rebel camp and endeavour to persuade the insurgents, to retii^ 
to their respective homes. It was agreed that Mr. Colclough 
should undertake the mission, provided he Was allowed to 
take Mr. Fitzgerald with him. When these two gentlemen 
arrived at the camp, the rebels were in a state of the utmost 
distraction; being undetermined in their plan of operations! 
some proposing to attack Newtown-Barry, others Ross, others 
Wexford, many to remain in their present post, and not a few 
to return for the defence of their own property, against the 
Orangemen. On the appearance of the two gentlemen prison* 
ers, however, as they termed them, the divided multitude col- , 
lected around them with loud shouts /of joy and welcome. 
When Mr. Colclough had delivered his message, which was 
treated with neglect, he retired to put himself again into the 
hands of those by whom he had been sent, but Mr. Fitzgerald 
remained with the rebels^ and that evening accotnpanied^ them 
to a post called Three Rocks^ the termination of a long ridge 
called Forth Mountain, which forms the boundary of the Bargy 
and Forth barronies. As Three Rocks is only two miles and 
a half from Wexford, and as they were now fully deterntined 
to attack that town^ thcfy remained there during the night. 

Meantime the several successful operations of the rebels and 
their increasing numbers, had spread so great an alarm^ that^ 
on the morning of the twenty-seventh, two hundred of the Hq^ 
negal militia, commanded by lieutenant*-a>lonel Maxwell^ and 
a six pounder, arrived in Wexford accompanied by colonel 
Colville, captsdn Young, and lieutenant Sodon, for the purpose 
of strengthening the garrison, consisting of the remains of the 
Nordi Cork militia, about three hundred men; the Healthfield 
and Enniscorthy cavalry, captain Ogle^ infantry, the Ennis^ 
corthy infantry, the Wexford infantry commanded by doctcxr 
Jacob, the Scarawalsh infantry, and the Wexford and Taghmoa 
cavalry. Colonel Maxwell's reinfercement not being deemed 
sufficient, a letter was conveyed to general Fawcett at Dun«> 
cannon-fort from the mayor of Wexford, imploring further as- 
sistance, by a Mr. Sutton, who returned with the exhilerating 
tidings, that the general would that evenmg commence his 
inarch to Wexford in person, and bring with him the thirteenth 
reginlenty four comp^anies of the Meath militia, and a party of 

C c 
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ftrtileiy, with two howitzers. Colonel Maxwell, on the receipt 
of this intelligence ; leaving the five passes, which lead into the 
town, guarded by the North Cork militia and yeomen, took 
post with his men on the following morning (May 30,) on the 
Windmill-hill above the town, with intention to march against 
the enemy on the arrival of general Fawcett's reinforcement. 

That general, however, unfortunately for the royal cause, 
advanced no farther than Taghraon, seven miles from Wexford, 
from w;hence he sent forward a detachment of eighty-eight 
men, eighteen of whom belonged to the artillery, with the two 
howitzers, the whole commanded by captain Adams of the 
North Cork militia. The general was unacquainted with die 
position of the rebels at Three Rocks, which the detachment 
was obliged to pass on its way to Wexford. At the 
distance of four miles from Wexford, the detachment ob- 
served ten or twelve men on an eminence, and ii^mediately 
prepared for action. As there was no further appearance of 
resistance, the detachment again continued its niarch; but at 
Three Rocks, they were suddenly attacked by the insurgents, 
who, raising a white flag, and utte^ng loud shouts, cut to pie- 
ces nearly the whole party, together with captain Adam6. The 
two howitzers and a considerable quantity of ammunition were 
also taken. The general, on intelligence of this disaster, instead 
of making any attempt to recover the howitzers, fell back with 
pretipitation on Duncannon, from whence he sent his family to 
England, detaining the packet boat two hours for that purpose. 

Meantime intelligence was conveyed to colonel Maxwell, at 
Windmill-hill, of the same defeat by lieutenant Fairclough of 
ihe'Meath militia, and lieutenant Birch of the artillery, who 
had with great difficulty escaped the slaughter. That gende- 
man, who could have no suspicion of general Fawcett's retreat, 
instantly advanced to co-operate in the a^empt he naturaUy 
concluded would be made to retake the howitzers. • When he 
arrived wlfhin cannon-shot of the insurgents, he was attacked 
by the enemy with the two howitzers, which they had drawn to 
the top of the ridge, and which they used with a precision, that 
evinced the management of skilful hands. After discharging 
his six pounder several times in return, the colonel retreated in 
good order to Wexford, there being no appearance of general 
Fawcett's army, his flank being exposed by the flight of the 



REBELLION IN IRELAND, 2CM 

Taghmon c^valiy, and the insurgents having made a movement 
to surround hiwK In this action lieut. colonel "Watson was 
killed, and two" privates wounded. During these transactions^ 
the magnificent wooden -bridge * of Wexford had been set on 
fire by the disaffected, perhaps with a view to- prevent the arrival 
of succours from the opposite side of the river, or to cutoff the 
retreat of the garrison, should the town be taken by the rebels. 
It was fortunately recovered from the flames by the inhabi- 
tants* 

Oh the return of Colonel Maxwell- a council of war was held, 
by 'which it was determined that the town be evacuated, as un-* 
tenable, for the following reasons :— 

L That the town of Wexford is so situated amidst ^ sur- 
rounding hills, as to be indefensible against a numerous enemy, 
provided with cannon, by a garrison of only six hundred men. 

II. That many disaffected yeomen had strengthened the 
enemy, and weakened the garrison, by deserting to the rebels ;* 
and that a spirit of mutiny and disobedience to orders, appeared 
amongst the military, who were dispirited by the successes of 
the rebels. 

III. That numbers of disaffected persons were within the 
town, furnished with arms and ammunition, ready to assist the 
rebels, when they should begin the attack^ and to 'fire at the 
garrison from ther houses, whilst they should be engaged with 
the enemy in defence of the town. 

To complete the dismay and distrust of the garrison, the 
North Cork militia, about half past ten, had deserted their post 
near the barrack, and marched to Duncannon, in which retreat 
they were joined by captain Comock's yeomen infantry. On 
all these accounts colonel Maxwell immediately abandoned the 
town, sending two gentlemen to notify the evacuation to the 
reb^s, to prevent its being treated as if taken by storm, and 
began to retreat to the fort of Duncannon j twenty-three miles 
distant, in. such confusion, that, if the rebels had pursued, which 

* This bridge which was completed in February, * 1795, stands 
on seventy-five piers of piles, of six uprights each, with a draw- 
bridge for vessels to pass through. It is one thousand five hun- 
dred and fifty-four feet long, and thirty-four broad j standing in 
twenty feet of water. It was built by a subscription of U,^0/« 
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tras strenuously advised by some of the leaders^ aearly the 
whole must inevitably have been destroyed. 'A great .many 
loyal inhabitants^ ignorant of the intended evacuation, which 
was determined on and executed with the greatest precipitation^ 
were left in the power of the rebels. Many of these crowded 
on board the vessels in the harbour^ in order to take refuge ia 
Sritain; but as most of the^ vessels were manned by Romanists, 
few of them effected their purpose, the ships returning to the 
harbour when the town was taken possession of by the rebels, 
and re-landing the people. The insurgents took possession of 
Wexford without opposition, to which the licentious conduct of 
the king's troops in their flighty burning cabins, shooting peasr 
ants, and committing «very species of outrage, sent many to 
join their standards. 

The northern parts of the county of "Wexford were, in the 
mean time, gready agitated^ as well as those of the south.. As 
the judicious ahd liberal Mr. Gordon, rector of Killegny, in 
Ae diocese of Fems^ by his residence in that disturbed part of 
the country* possessed the most ample means of informationy 
was even witness himself to several of those scenes which he 
relates; and is justly esteemed for the veracity, candour, and 
impartiality of his details, we shall give his pathetic descrip- 
tion of the distresses of the loyalists, in and about Grorey in 
that quarter, in his own words :— r 

** The retreat already mentioned of the yeoman cavalry from 
Oulart, early on the morning of the 25rth of May, to Gorey, 
was follo\iired by great numbers of the people hastening to the 
town for protection, and carrying what they could of their 
effects with them; many, however, through terror and precipi- 
tation, leaving all behind. As Gorey consisted only of one 
street with a number of lanes, was garrisoned by no more than 
thirty of the North Cork militia» under Jieutenant Swayne, and 
a number of yeomen* assisted by an undisciplined crowd, some 
of whom were armed only with pikes, to abandon the town, 
and retreat to Arklow, nine miles to the north, in the county of 
Wicklow, was at first resolved; but afterwards to defend the 
town was determined, carts and wagons being drawn by way 
of ramparts, across the avenues and the street, thq undisciplined 
men placed at the windows to fire on the approaching enemy, 
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and the disciplined arranged about the centre of the town. In 
the evening arrived a reinforcement of the Antrim militia, under 
lieutenant Elliot, an experienced and excellent officer; but as 
accounts of devastations and murders, received in the course of 
the day^ seemed to indicate the approach of an army of rebek^ 
the apprehensions of whom were rendered far more terrible by 
the news of the North Cork militia slaughtered at Oulart, orderd 
were issued to abandon the town and retire to Arklow, at 
five o'clock on the following morning, the twenty-eighth of 
May. ( 

** The earl of Courtown who had resolved to defend Gorey, 
if possible, and who, for want of an adequate fprce, was obliged 
to abandon ity had embodied a troop of yeoman cavalry in 
October, of the year 1796, and had added to it a body of in- 
fantry, and a considerable number of suppleftientary men. In 
other parts of the country, where troops of this kind had been 
embodied, subscriptions had been raised,- snd a stock^purse 
formed^ for the defrayiijg of a variety of extraordinary expen* 
ces; but not a farthing was contributed by the gentlemen of 
the neighbourhood of Gorey to assist the earl, on whom was 
thrown the whole expence, and who exerted himself with an . 
uncommon assiduity and activity. As he had performed much 
in the providing of a force to obviate or suppress rebellion, $• 
his treatment of the common people, by his aflable manners, 
had been always such as was best adapted to produce content 
in the lower classes, and prevent a proneness to insurrection. 
I consider myself as bouiid in strictness of justice to society, 
thus far to represent the conduct of this nobleman. Doubtless, 
the people in the neighbourhood of Gorey were the last and 
least violent of all in the county of Wexford» in rising against 
the established authority; and certainly the behaviour of the 
Stopford family in that neighbourhood, toward their inferiors^ 
had always been remarkably conciliating and humane. 

" As the order to retreat was very sudden, on account of the 
imagined rapid approach of a resistless and ferocious enemy, a 
melancholy scene of trepidation, confusion,* and flighty was the 
consequence; the afrighted crowd of people running in all di- 
rections for their horses^ harnessing their cars and placing 
their families on them with precipitation, and escaping as 
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speedily as possible from the town. The road was soon filled 
to a great extent with a train of cars loa4ed with women and 
children, accompanied by a multitude on foot, many of whom 
were women with infants on their backs. The weather being 
hot and dry, the cloud of ^ust.raised by the fugitive multitude^ 
of whom I with my family was a part, rendered respiration 
difficult. The reception we found at Arklow was not well suited 
to our calamitous condition. Almost fainting with hunger, 
thirst, fatigue, and want of sleep^ we were denied admittance 
into the town, by orders of the commanding officer of the 
garrison, captain Rowan of the Antrim regiment ; and great 
part of the poorer fugitives retiring, took refuge that day and 
night under the neighbouring hedges ; but the better sort after 
a litde delay, were admitted^ on condition of quitting the town 
in half an hour. The loyalists, on permission to enter Ark- 
lowj were obliged to deliver their arms at the gate of the bar- 
rack to the guard, who promised to restore them; but, in- 
stead of this, they were afterwards formed into a pile in the 
yard of the barrack and burned. A man named Taylor, clerk 
of-Camolin church, who made some scruple to surrender his 
, iirms was shot by the guard. After our admission, our situa- 
tion was not so comfortable as we might have expected, for 
no refreshment could be procured by money for men or horses, 
and the hearts of the inhabitants in general seemed quite har- 
dened against us. But, for my own part, I found very humane 
treatment. After remaining some time in the street^ my fa- 
mily were courteously invited by a lady, to whom we were to- 
tally unknown, a Mrs. Hunte, into her house, where we were 
kindly refreshed with food and drink ; and a gentleman, Mr. 
Joseph Alford, to whom we were equally unknown, coming 
accidendy where* we were, insisted on our going to his house, 
three miles from Arklow, where we found a number of re- 
fugees, all of whom were treated with the most humane at- 
tention. 

*^ Gorey,^ meantime, was in a singular predicament— aban- 
doned by the loyalists, while the rest of the inhabitants in fear 
and dubious anxiety, remained closely shut within their houses, 
insomuch that all was in silence and solitude, except that an 
unprincipled female, frantic with joy at^the flight of herimagin- 
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ed enemies, capered in an extraordinary manner in the street; 
and that a pack of hounds belonging to the fugitive gentry, 
expressed their feelings on the occasion by a hideous and 
mournful yell; and that six men who had been that morning, 
though unarmed; taken prisoners, shot through the body and 
left for dead in the street, were writhing with pain— one of 
whom in particular, was lying against a wall, and, tliough un- 
able to speak, threatened with his fist a protestant who had 
nm back into the town for something which he had forgotten. 
The yeomen returned in a few hours to Gorey, but immediately 
retreated again to Arklow ; and orffe of them, in riding through 
the former, met with a . dangerous accident h — ^a quantity of 
gun-powder had been spilled on the pavement by the militia in 
their hasty retreat, which, by a spark struck by one of the 
horses shoes, blew up, and singed both horse and man in a 
frigfhtful manner, without, however, any fa|j^. effects. As th« 
rebels had bent their march toward the southern parts, Gorey 
remsuned unmolested, though destitute of defence. Killed as 
it was with a variety of goods, great part of which had bcen^ 
carried thither for 'safety from the neighbouring parts, it pre- 
sented a tempting object of depredation; but the pilfering of 
the lower class of the towns people was prevented by the bet- 
ter sort of Romanist inhabitants, who formed themselves into 
guards to protect the houses of their protestant neighbours; 
and when a multitude of women had assembled at some dis- 
tance to come and plunder the town, they dispersed in a fright 
on the receipt of false news that the Ancient-British Re- 
^ment of cavalry was approaching. At length John Hunter 
Gowan, £sq. a magistrate who had in a most meritorious and 
successful manner exerted himself many years iu the appre- 
hending and prosecuting of robbers, and had been partly re- 
warded for his services by a pension from government.of ;^100 
a year, collected a body of men to garrison the town. On the 
thirtieth and thirty-first of May, the greater part of the fugi- 
tives returned from Arklow to thei» homes, and the militia 
and yeomanry, who had abandoned Gorey on the twenty-eighth, 
resumed their station in it." 

The . insurgents having now taken possession of all the sou- 
thern parts of the county, except Ross and Duncannon on the 
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south western border, began to turn their attention'^towards 
the north also. For this purpose the rebel force was march- 
ed, on the thirty-first of May, to the Three Rocks^ and there 
formed into three divisions^ one under Beauchamp Bagenal 
Harvey, (who had been liberated as soon as the royal forces 
evacuated Wexford,) and Father Philip^ Roche of Poulpear- 
sey, destined to march against Ross, another under captain 
Doyle and captain Redmond of the Queen's County, nephew 
to father Edward Redmond, of Ferns, who, wiA father Keams, ac- 
companied this body to Vinegar Hill, destined to attack the beauti- 
ful little town of Bunclody, better known by the name of New- 
town-barry, situate ten miles northward of Enniscorthy; and 
the third division under the command of Andiony Perry, £ither 
Murphy of Ballycannow, and father Murphy of Boulavogue 
destined to march against Gorey. 

Part of the dH^i^ion encamped on Vinegar^hjll, about five 
thousand men, moved to the attack of Newtown-barry early 
on the morning of the first of June. The garrison consisted 
of two hundred and thirty of the King's county militia, with 
two battalion guns, commanded by coloneVL'Estrange; eighty 
yeoman infantry, sixty Newtown-barry cavalry^ under captain 
Kerr, twenty of the fourth dragoons and Carlow cavalry, un- 
der captain Cornwall, besides volunteers, in all about five hun- 
dred men. The rebels advanced in two columns; one on each 
side of the Slaney ; intelligence of which was conveyed to the 
garrison by a reconnoitring party under captain Kerr. The 
town is built on the west iside of the Slaney. Among the leaders of 
the enemy was Father Keams, a man of gigantic stature, and of un- 
daunted courage and ferocity. The attack was begun by a heavy 
fire on the town from a brass six pounder, a howitzer, and 
some swivel guns. According to the common practice of the 
military officers entrusted with the defence of the kingdom 
of Ireland, whether proceeding fix)m want of courage or know- 
ledge of their profession, it is not for us to determine^ colo- 
nel L'Estrange abandoned the town with his troops; and 
would have left it, an easy prey to the rebefe, defended only 
by a few loyalists, had not lieutenant-colonel Westnera at leng^ 
prevailed on him to march back again for its defence. The 
rebels, meantime, by no means suspicious of the return of the 
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troops^ had rushed in confusion iqto the town, intent upon plun* 
der and devastation* The attack of the colonel's men was con? 
sequently effective^ especially as he was preceded by the two 
pieces of cannon. The rebels were routed with the slaughter 
of two hundred men ; while only two of the loyalists were killed* 
Had the rebels succeeded in this enterprise, a communication 
would have been opened between tlxem and their brethren in 
the county of Carlowa 

Not till after the engagement was concluded, a reinforcement 
arrived from Clonnegall, two miles and a half distant, under 
comniand of lieutenant Toung, of the Donegal militia^ who had 
been ordered to march immediately to Newtown-barry ; but who 
had thought proper to delay two hours in the execution of four 
suspicious persons, notwithstanding the earnest remonst^nce^ 
of many most respectable inhabitants, and of lieutenant Holmes 
Justice, an officer of the North Cof k, who believed the sufferers 
to be innocent* Even after this heroic executioner, whose 
superior disceniment could thus detect and punish guilt, though 
perhaps she had not betrayed herself by a look, word, action^ or 
even thoug^ht, did set out) he chose a circuitous route, upwards 
of double the distance of the straight road; which brought upon 
him the ili-natured reflections of many persons^ doubdess emi- 
nently defi cient in that prudence so necessary in hazardous cases^ 
that the li&utenant was neither ambitious of sharing in the honour 
of a victory^ nor willing to risk his person amidst the -disastrous y 
consequences of a defeat* To such evil-minded persons this 
redoubtable lieutenant might have replied in the words of Fingal 
to his cel&brated son, Ossian, 

« Never "keek the battle, nor shun it when it comes." 

Ossian's Po£M% 

This ^en^/^ma»,. moreover, distinguished himself by a super- 
abundant care of the soldiery under his command ; having; on 
his arrival at Clonnegall, not only insisted that his men should 
he comfortably situated in every other respect, but that they 
should be accommodated with feather beds^ for which purpose 
several loyal persons were turned out of their own beds by hil 
orders ! To the remonstrances of other officers, not so skilful 
Ui the exercise of authority as himself, he used courageously to 

» d. 
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reply, *'/ain commanding officer, and damn the croppks." 
After his departure to Newtown-bany, this gendeman never 
returned to Qonnegall, in consequence of which the town remain- 
ed under the command of that truly respectable officer, lieu- 
tenant Justice, who preserved so strict an attention to discipline^ 
that, though Clonnegall is in the immediate vicinity of Carnew, 
it was defended with such intrepidity as never to fall into the 
hands of the»enemy« In the action at Newtown-barry, two cart 
loads of ammunition, &c. were taken. 

<^ Hills of a commanding prospect were always chosen by the 
rebels for their stations or posts* These posts they termed 
camps, though they were destitute of tents, except a few for 
their chiefs ; and the people remained in the open air in vast 
multitudes, men and women promiscuously, some lying covered 
with blankets at night, and some without other covering than 
the clothes which they wore in the day. This mode of war- 
fare was favoured by an uninterrupted continuance of dry and 
ivarm weather, to such a length of time as is very unusual in 
Ireland in that season, or any season of the year. This was 
regarded by the rebels as a particular interposition of Provi- 
dence in their favour ; and some among them are said to have 
declared, in a prophetic tone, that not a drop of rain was to fall 
until they should be masters of all Ireland. On theipther hand, 
the same was considered by the fugitive loyalist^ as a merciful 
favour of Heaven, since bad weather must have miserably aug- 
mented their distress, and have caused many to perish, la 
th^se encampments or stations, among such crowds of riotous 
undisciplined men, untjer no regular authority, the great^t 
disorder must be supposed to have prevailed. Often when a 
rebel was in a sound sleep in the night, he was robbed by some 
associate of his gun, or some other article at that time valuable: 
to sleep flat on the belly, with the hat and shoes tied under the 
tjreast, for the prevention of stealth, was a custom with many. 
They were in nothing more irregular than in the cooking of 
provisions, many of them cutting pieces at random out of catde 
scarcely dead, without waiting to flay them, and roasting those 
pieces on the points of their pikes, together with the parts of the 
hide which belonged to them. The heads of the cattle were 
seldom eaten, but generally kft to rot on the surfj^ce of the 
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ground; and s6 were often large parts of the carcasesy after 
many pieces had been cut from them : which practice might in 
a short time have caused a pestilence. 

** The station which the rebels chose, when they bent theij- 
force towards Gorey, was the hill of Corrigrua, seven miles to- 
wards the sOuth-west from that town. A body of above a 
thousand, some say four thousand, detached from this post, took 
possession of the litde village of Ballycannow, four miles from 
Gorey, to the south, on the evening of the first of June, and 
were advancing to fix their station on the hill of Ballymanaan, 
mid-way between the above-named village and town, when they 
were met near jhe village by the garrison of Gorey, who had 
inarched to stop their progress. Having returned home the pre* 
ceding day with my family from Arklow, I happened to be at 
that time on the road near Gorey, when a man on the top of a 
house cried out to me that all the country to the south was in a 
blaze; for straggling parties of the rebels attending the motions 
of the main body, had as usual set fire to many houses. I had 
hardly got a view of the conflagration, when I heard a discharge 
of musketrj'^, which continued some time without intermission. 
Since I have learned the particulars of this engagement, I con- 
sider it^ though small and unnoticed, as one of the most brilliant 
of the croppy war. 

** The little army which had marched from Gorey on this 
occasion, consisted of twenty of the Antrim militia, under lieu- 
tenant Elliot, who directed the movements of the whole; twenty 
of the North-Cork; about fifty yeomen infantryi including sup* 
plementary men ; and three troops of yeoman cavalry, the last 
of whom, I mean all the cavalry, were useless in battle. As 
the rebels had not procured accurate intelligence, and as troops 
from Dublin had been some days expected, the cloud of dust, 
excited by the litde army of Gorey, caused them to imagine that 
a formidable force was coming against them. Under this per- 
suasion^ they disposed not themselves to the best advantage, for 
they might easily have surrounded and destroyed die litUe band 
opposed to them. THey attempted it however in a disorderly 
manner; but so regular and steady a fire was maintained by the 
militia, particularly the Antrim, that the half-disciplined supple- 
mentals of the yeomen, encouraged thereby, behaved with equal 
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steadiness; and such was the cflFect, that the rebels were totally 
routed, and fled in the utmost confusion in all directions* The 
yeomen cavalry, notwithstanding repeated orders from lieutenant 
Elliot, delayed too long, through mistal^e of one of their officers, 
to pursue the runaways, otherwise a great slaughter might have 
been made. The victorious band advancing} fired some houses 
in Ballycannow, and spread such a terror^ that no attempt was 
made against them from the post of Corrigrua; so that they re- 
turned safely to Gorey, with above a hundred captive horses 
and other spoil. 

" In this engagement, and all others in the beginning of the 
rebellion, the rebels elevated their guns too much for execution, 
so that only three loyalists were wounded, none killed. The 
number of slain on the opposite side was probably about sixty, 
perhaps near a hundred. Many fine horses, which the routed 
party was obliged to leave behind^ were by them killed or 
maimed, that they might be rendered useless. The hardiness 
and agility of the labouring classes of the Irish were on this, 
and other occasions in the course of the rebellion, very remarka- 
ble. Their swiftness of foot, and activity in passing over brooks 
and ditches, were such that they could not always in crossing 
the fields be overtaken by horsemen; and widi so much strengdi 
of constitution were they found to be endued, that to kill them 
was difficult, many, after a multitude of stabs, not expiring till 
their necks were cut across. In fact, the number of persons 
who in the various battles, massacres, and skirmishes of this 
war, were shot through the body, and recovered of their wounds, 
has greatly surprised me. A small occurrence after the 'batde, 
of which a son of mine was a witness, may help to illustrate the 
state of the country at that time: — ^Two yeomen coming to a 
brake or clump of bushes, and observing a small motion as if 
some persons were hiding there, one of them fired iQto it, and 
the shot was answered by a most piteous and loud screech of a 
child. The other yeoman was then urged by his companion to 
fire ; but he being a gentleman, and less ferocious, instead of 
firing, commanded the concealed persons to appear when a poor 
woman and eight children, almost naked, one of whom was 
severely wounded, came trembling from the brake, where they 
had secreted themselves for safety. 
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<' Disappointed by the defeat at Ballycannow, of taking post 
on Ballymanaan-hill on the first of June, and of advancing 
thence to Gorey On the second, the rebel army on Corrigrua- 
hill remained in that station till the fourth. Meantime the long 
and anxiously expected army under major-general Loftus 
arrived in Gorey. / The sight of fifteen hundred fine troops, 
with five pieces of artillery, filled every loyal breast with confi- 
dence, insomuch that not a doubt was entertained of the imme- 
diate and total dispersion of the rebels. The plan was to march 
the army in two divisions, by two different roads^ to the post of 
Corrigrua, and to attack the enemy with combined forces^ in 
which attack they expected the co-operation of some other 
troops. But while this arrangement was made, on the fourth 
of June, by the army, the rebels were preparing to quit 
Ck)rrigrua, and to march to Gorey; for by a letter from Gorey 
to a priest named Philip Roche, then in bed in the house of 
Richard Donovan, Esq. of Ballymore, at the foot of the above- 
mentioned hillf information was received by the rebel chiefs, 
about one o'clock in the morning, of the intended motions of 
the army. The publicity of the adopted plan of operations, by 
which the disaffected in the town were enabled to give this 
information to the enemy, was probably occasioned by the 
imprudence of colonel Walpole, who claimed an independent 
and discretionary command. Intelligence of the plan of the 
rebels march was carried to the army with the, most eager 
dispatch,, by a respectable farmer called Thomas Dowling, who 
made application to several officers, all of whom despised hit 
information, and some threatened him with imprisonment if he 
should not cease his norwpn«e.— The army began its march in 
two divisions, according to the above plan, about the same 
time that ^^e rebels began theirs in one body. The latter 
were met nearly mid-way between Gorey and Corrigrua by 
the diviiSan under colonel Walpole— a gentleman niuch more 
fit for the place of a courtier than that of a military leader* 
As no scouts nor flanking parties were employed by this 
commander, he knew nothing of the approach of the enemy 
until he actually saw them, at the distance of a few yards, 
advancing on him in a place called Tubbemeering. Walpole 
seems not to have been deficient in courage. The action 
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commenced it a confused msumer. The rebels poured a 
tremenduous (ire from the fields on both sides of tbe road, and 
he received a ball through the head in a few minutes. His 
troops fled in the utmost disorder^ leaving their cannon, con- 
fiisting of two six-pounders and a smaller piece, in the hands 
of the enemy. They were pursued as far as Gorey, in their 
flight through which, they were galled by a fire of guns from 
some of the houses, where some rebels had taken their stadon. 
The unfortunate loyalists of Gorey, who a few minutes before 
h^d thought themselves perfectly secure, fled, as many as could 
escape, to Arklow with the routed army, leaving all their effects 
behind. 

<* While Walpole's division was engaged with the enemy, 
general Loftus, marching by a different road, that of Ballycan- 
now, and hearing the noise of battle^ detached seventy men, the 
grenadier company of the Antrj|p militia, across the fields to i|s 
assistance. This body was intercepted by the rebels, who were 
in pursuit of the routed army^ and almost all killed or taken; 
and as near forty men of "Walpole's division were lost, the de- 
triment on the whole amount was considerable. Meanwhile the 
l^neral, ignorant of the colonePs fate, and unable to bring his 
artillery across the fields, continued his march along the high- 
way, and coming round by a long circuit to the field of battle, 
was at last made acquainted with the event. He then followed 
the march of the rebels towards Gorey, and coming within 
view of them, fiaund them posted on Gorey-hill, a commanding 
eminence^ at the foot of which the town is built. Convinced 
that he could neither attack them in their post with any prospect 
ef success, nor pass by them into the town without great haz- 
zard, he retreated to Camew, and in his retreat was saluted 
with a fire of the artillery of the rebels from the top of the hill, 
whither they had, by strength of men, drawn the cannon taken 
from Walpole's troops, beside some pieces brought from Wex- 
ford. Thinking Camew an unsafe post, though the gentlemen 
of that neighbourhood thought, and still think, quite otherwise, 
as he was there at the head of twelve hundred effective men, he 
abandoned that part of the country to the rebels, and retreated 
nine miles farther, to the town of TuHow,' in the county of 
Carlow." 
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Had the insurgents followed up this signal advantage, and 
proceeded immediately to Arklow and Wicklow, those towns 
must inevitably have yielded to their victorious arms ; and thus 
they would have opened a passage to the metropolis :•— But in- 
stead of acting on this occasion with that celerity so necessary 
in their then posture of affairs, they lost five days in the plunder 
of Gorey and its vicinity, destroying at the same time the 
church, and the two elegant seats of Messrs Rams at Clonialtin 
and Ramsfort. 



CHAPTER Vin- 



THE body of rebels under Beauchamp Bagenal Harvey, 
destined to attack Ross, who had encamped on Carrickbjrme' 
hiQ, were in the meantime acquiring a great increase of numbers. 
They continued in their encai^pment four days, during which 
period -parties were dispatched throughout, the adjacent country 
to bring in loyalists, who were tried by a court-martial. Seve- 
ral of these were executed on the first of June. Others were 
imprisoned in the house and barn of Mr. ]Pang of Scullabogue 
under Carrickbjme-hill. 

On the fourth of June, Harvey moved to Corbet-hill, one 
mile from Ross, which he was determined to attack with his 
whole force on the following mornings leaving at Carrickbymc 
a strong guard of three hundred men, under Father John Mur- 
phy. The rebel force amounted to about twenty thousand men. 
The garrison, consisting of about twelve hundred ejBFective men, 
commanded by general Johnson, together with one hundred 
and fifty 3'eomen, continued under arms all ni^t. About four 
in the raoming» Bagenal Harvey, confident of success, but at 
the same time eager to save the effusion of blood, sent a Mr. 
Furlong with a flag of truce to summon the garrison to surrjen- 
der. ''This gentleman was most imprudently shot ; a practice, 
amongst many others equally laudable, too common with the 
military officers during the rd)ellion. This, of all their actions, 
however, was certainly the most culpable. Without entering 
into any discussion on the right or wrong principles by which 
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the leaden of rebdlion were induced to take arms dgadast the 
government^ certainly there can be no impropriety in aaying 
that persons sent with proposals from them ou^t to have been 
held sacred* Loyalists, who had the misfortune to be taken by 
the rebels, and compelled to accompany diem, were detere4 
from attempting to escape to any royal troops^ which they mig^ 
often have done^ lest they should be mistaken for rebel messen^ 
gers, and put to death before they could make themselves 
known. For die same reason such rebels as might be inclined 
to return to dieir allegiance were withheld from taking a step 
so sdutary* Besides, might not a whole body of insurgents by 
eommunicatioiis of this kind have offered to lay down their 
snns? ^The rebels, also, treated in this manner, must have 
been rendered doubly ferocious, and considering themselves at 
de^Hed to destruction should they fail in their enterprise, be 
driven by desperation to' retaliate with signal vengeance on the 
imha^^ loyalists who were so unfortunate as to fall into their 
possession. On the person of Furiong was found the summons^ 
which was couched as follows : . 



SummofU t^ the Commmuhr of the Garruon ofRo99* 

^ Sir,— -As a friend to humanity, I request yoti will surrender 
die town pf Ross to the Wexford forces^ now assembled agunsi 
that town. Your resistance will but provoke rapine and plunder 
to the ruin of the most innocent. Flushed with victory,, tl^ 
Wexford forces, now inmimerable and irresiatabb,^ will not be 
controled if they meet with resistance. To prevent, therefore, 
die total ruin of all property in the town, I urge you to aspeedf 
surrender, which you will be forced to in a few hours, with loss 
ttid bloodshed, as you are surrounded on all sides. Your an^ 
swer is required in four hours. Mr. Furlong carries this lett^» 
»ad will bring the answer* 

I am^ Sir, 

B.B.HARyEY, 

<^«mp at Corbet*hill, hair^ (icneral, coipnand&ilr ?^r *^ 

past three o'clock, mom- > 
^y June 5, 1798. J 

• ■ E c ■ 
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Bdrvey had formed a plan for the attack on three fsatk of tbe 
town at once,, which in all probability would have succeeded if 
put in execution. After dispatching Furlong with the summoiisy 
however, while he was busily employed in arranging the trocqis 
fer the assault, a very galling fire was kept op by the outposts 
of the garrison. To disperse the troops who gave this annoy* 
ance, he ordel-ed one Kelly, a young man of the most intrepid 
courage, to put himself at the head of five hundred men and 
attack them. In pursuance c^ this order, which he executed 
with precision, he was followed in a confused manner by msmy 
more of the insurgents than he had occasion for. These, in-* 
stead of vetuming to the main body after driving in the outposts^ 
as they had been orderedj elated with success, rushed widi im- 
petnosi^ into the town, drove back the cavalry upon the 
infantry, and seemed to have been forborne time complete 
masters of it, into whichf followingthesuccessfulcareer of their 
companions, crowds from the hill entered with tremendupus^ 
shouts. From an idea that the victory was afa^ady decbive in 
favour of the rebels^ several officers of the garrison immediately 
retreated to Waterford. The rebels were prevented from pe- 
netrating into the centre of the town by the Dublin and Done- 
gal mifitia» stationed at the market-house and a fdace called 
Fairgate, where they firmly maintained their posts ; while ge- 
neral Johnson and a merchant named M^Cormick^ a man of 
lofty stature and great courage, distinguished during the whole 
action in the hottest parts of the enga^ment by a brazen hel- 
mety and who had served some time in the army, were labour- 
ing with the utmost assiduity to rally and animate the discom- 
fited troops, who had fled across the river to the Kilkenny side. 
They were again brought back to action, when a most des- 
perate engagement was maintained, with the greatest resolution 
On both sidesy for ten hours. The rebels had already fired a 
number of houses, as at Enniscorthy, and were pushing with 
vigour for the bridge* General Johnson on this planted several 
guns at the lanes leading from Church-lane and Neville-street, 
and one atihe old market place where he for some time sta- 
tioned himself* These did dreadful execution. Whole ranks 
were mowed down at once; but such was the resolution of the 
assailants that fresh men constantly presented themselves with 
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repovated ardoar, 0ivLg up the gaps^ and seemiagly, by ap« 
proaching within a few yards of the guns^ courting the fate they 
met with. One man in particidar^ with an undaunted courage 
perhaps never equalled, Irushed forward^ •clapped his^hand upon 
a cannon, and stuffing into her his hat and wigr as far as his arm 
could reach, called out to his associates, ^^ BIood-<and-ounds ! 
« come on boys ! her mouth is stopt*'' At that instant the 
gunner applied die match^ when this illiterate and unfortunate 
hem was blown to atoms. l%rtce were the idbels driven to 
the outskirts of liie town with dreadful slaughter, and as often^ 
rsdlied by their leaders^ were they brought back again, reco* 
vering some ground each time. At length, however, they were 
repulsed, after the most obstinate and bloody battle during the 
course of the croppy war. The loss of the rebels exceeded one 
thousand men. That of the military was about two hundred, 
among whom was- lord Mountjoy^^colond of the county of 
Dublin militia, and comet Ladwell of the '5th dragoons* Ge- 
neral Johnson had two horses killed . under him. The rebels 
left fourteen swivel guns and four cannon on ship carriages be« 
hiud them, which were taken by the royal army. 

Besides the irregular manner in which this attack was made 
(Harvey*s plan being totally neglected,) perhaps not above five 
thousand of the rebels descended from Corbet-hill to shsu-e in 
die action; and many, as soon as the engagement commenced, 
fled home, and gave exulting accounts of the success of the* 
day, which they fancied was inevitable. An artillery-man, a 
prisoner, who had been attached to one of the rebel cannons, 
was ordered to level her, and threatened with death should he 
not do properly what they termed his duty. He aimed too 
high, which, whether he acted, in such a situation, properly or 
Jiot, was instantly rewarded with death. The following ac* 
count, though considerably exaggerated, given tiy a military* 
tnan, of the battle, we insert, as it contains a pretty adequate 
idea of the general tumult and horror of the scene. 

" The advanced rebels drove before them a number of cat* 
tie, to throw our army into confusion, which was in some 
measure prevented, by a few discharges of grape-shot. The 
action commenced by the 4th flank battalion; indeed such a 
close Well-directed fire I never saw, biing an idle spectator for 
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upimds 6f two hours aiiid a h^f. AJ»oat seven 0*tlock liic 
«rmy beg«m to retreat m every' dkection* I eommamkd a mat' 
poimder fiehl-piece. The rebds came potuiog into the town 
like a flood, and human blood began to flow down the streets. 
Though hundreds w^re blown to peces by our grape-^shot, jnet 
thousands behind them» being intoxicated with drinking daring 
the night, and void of fear, rushed upon us, as if courting their 
fiite. The cavalry were now ordered to make a charge tfan>ug|^ 
them, when a terriMe carnage ensued; they were cut down like 
glass I but .the pikecnen bdi^ called to tlia frontf and our 
swords being too short to reach them, obBgId our horse to. r» 
treat, which put us in some coniusion* We kept np die action 
till about half past eight; which was maintained with jsuch ob> 
stinacy on both sides, that it was doubtful who wouid keep the 
field. They then began to bum and destroy the towtt» it Mras 
on fire in many places in about fifteen minutes* By this timt 
the rebels advanced as far as the main-guardr wh^^ there was 
a most bloody conflict, with the assistance of two ship guna 
placed in the stt^t, they killed a great number of thenri, sad 
beat them back for some tim^. The Dublin county reginient^ 
headed by their colonel, made another attack on the re^fe; ihs 
action being now revived in all. quarters pf the town with dou^r 
ble fury, many heroes feU, and among them the brave Moun^oy^ 
which so exasperated his regiment, that they fought like furies 
-*Hiow indeed was the scene bloody* Our forces the third 
tinle being overpowered, by the weight of such a body pouring 
dovm upon us, we retreated beyond the bridge, when General 
Johnson came galloping up crying ** soldiers, I will ky my 
<* bones this day in Ross, will 3^u let«ie lie alone ?" 

** Major Vessey, of the Dublin coun^, the next in eommaxul 
to Lord Mountjoy, led his men over the bridge again, exhort' 
ing them to revenge, for the loss of their colonel* Th^ whole 
brigade (except some who fled to Waterford) bdng kd on hf 
general Johnson, (as brave a commander as ever drew a 
swords) were determined to take the town, to conquer or to 
die* Again we opened a tremeaduous fire on the rebels, which 
was as fiercely returned* We re-took the cannon which waa 
taken from the king's forces in a former engagement^ and turned 
them on the rebels* The gun I commanded betqg called to the 
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maiQ^gaard, shocking was it to see die dreadful' carnage idiat 
was diere, it continued for half an hour, it was obstinate and 
Uoodjr the thundering of cannon shook the town, the windows 
were shivered in pieces with the dreadful concussions I bdieve 
there were five hofidred bodies lying in the main-street Tht 
febds were so desperate that they frequently canie wsdiin a 
&w yards of our guns* 

^^ The action was doubtful from fbur in the morning, ttU 
fimr in the afternoon. When die rebels gave way hi every quar** 
ter, and shordy after fled precipitately in every direction, leav« 
ing behind them all their cannon, baggage, provisions, wine, 
whiricey, brandy, &c. It was past five before we finally routed 
cbemi when they made the b^st of dieir way to Carrickbyme. 
As nearly as can be computed, the rebels had two thousand six 
kubdred kiUed, and a great number wounded» and a great 
Bumber mortally. I know soldiers who fired one hundred and 
twenty rounds of ball cartridge, and I fired twenty-one rounds 
of cannistershoty widi the field-piece I commanded.'* 

On the morning after the engagement the town presented 
a most hideous spectacle. Upwards of four hundred houses 
were consumed, and a multitude of dead bodies were lying in 
&e streets. The greater part of these were thrown into a 
gravel pit and covered over, or precipitated into the river, 
where diey Were carried off by the tide. 

Had the insurgents succeeded in obtaining possession of 
Boss, the whole province of Munster would have risen in rebel* 
Hon, as messengers were ready to be dispatched from Water- 
fi^rd, to summon the people of the south to appear in arms. 

Early in die morning df the fifth of June, one of the rebels, 
who had in a cowardly manner fled from the batde erf" Ross, 
came galloping to ScuUabogue, Where the protestant prisbners» 
as ahready observed, were confined; and declsuing that the 
garrison of Roiis were massacreing die catholics, feigned an or- 
der from general Harvey to put the loyalists to death; As 
John Murphy, who commanded the guard, wished to save the 
prisoners, he strenuously declared ^diat not a man of them 
should be touched without written prders'firom the general him- 
self. About an hour afterwards, another rebel arrived, ex- 
cbhasng ^^ Our friends are ^ destroyed at JRoss!-*<HMbtrder 



222 REBELLION EV IRELANDi 

the prisonei-s !" Still Murphy would iiot suflfer them to br 
injured. About ten o'clock,. however, a third arrived ; sa}ring» 
•< The priest has sent orders to put all the prisoners to death.'* 
On this the guard immediately stripped off their coats, consi- 
dering it impiety to delay a moment in exedtiting the sacredotal 
mandate. After the usual ceremony of crossing and blessing; 
themselves before executions, they parted into two divisionSf 
one proceeding to the bam, into which one hundred and eighty- 
four persons had been crammed, the other to Mr. King's |K>use, 
where were confined thirty-seven persons, vfho were shot or 
killed by pikes before the hall door. The execrable scene 
which took place at the, bam was horrible beyond description^ 
and is a melancholy example of the pernicious effects of reli- 
gious bigotry, and an intolerant spirit on the human mind. The 
executioners having mounted the walls of the bam by ladders, 
atid having set fire to the thatched roof, the miserable prisoners 
rushed to the back door, which their united weight burst open. 
Here, however, they were received by the rebels, who pushed 
them again into the flames with their pikes, discharged their 
pieces amongst them, and introduced at the same time bundles 
of lighted straw. One unfortunate woman, widow to a North- 
Cork militia-man who had been slain at Oulart, having her 
child in her arms, with all the wretchedness and anxiety of a 
mother, wrapped it in her cloak and threw it among th^ rebels, 
in the vain hope that they would respect its tender age. An 
inhuman monster stuck it on his pike, and with a diabolical 
execration, tossed it into the fire. Another child by some means 
had crept out of the bam, and hiding along the wall behind the 
door, lay there concealed till the massacre was completed: 
when at length, fatally discovered, it was pierced through the 
body, ^nd expired in convulsions. Twenty women and chil* 
dren in all were inclosed in the barn : in which there were also 
fifteen Romanists, ope of whom was father Shallow's clerk. 
On the ninth of June the skeletons were cleared out of the bam, 
thrown into a hole, and slighdy covered with sods. 

After the defeat at Ross, Bagenal Harvey re-occupied, on 
the same night, his former station on Carrickbyrne, in the 
greatest distress and anxiety of mind. On the morning of the 
sixth, this humane leader was shocked by intdligente of the 
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masfacre at.Scullsibbgue, and of the. other atrocious actions <^ 
the rebels. To put a stop if possible to those iniquitous pro* 
ceedings, he immediately issi^ed the folUowing severe procla- 
Dilation:— 



General Orders issued in consequence of the Defeat at jRosSj 
and the ^Massacre at ScuHabogue. 

At a meeting of the general and several oiScers of the united 
army of the county of Wexford, the following resolutions 
were agreed upon :— 

** Resolved, that the commander in chief shall send guardii 
to certain baronies^ for the purpose of bringing in all men they 
shall find loitering and delaying at home or elsewhere; and if 
any resistance be given to those guards^ so to be sent by the 
commanding oiEcer's orders, it is our desire aaid orders, that 
such persons $o giving resistance shall b^ liable to be put to 
death by the guards, who are to bear a commission for that 
purpose; and all such persons found to be so loitering and 
delaying at home, when brought in by the guards, shall be tried 
by a court-martial, appointed and chosen from among the com- 
manders of all the different corps, and be punished with death* 

" Resolved, that all oflGicers shall imniediately repair to their 
respective quarters, and remain with their different corps, and 
uot to depart therefrom under pain of death; unless authorised 
to quit by written orders from the commander in chief for. 
that purpose* 

. " It is also ordered, that a guard shall be kept in the rear of 
the, different armies, with orders to shoot all persons who shall 
fly or desert from any engagement; and that these orders, 
shall be taken notice of by all officers commanding such en-> 
gagement. 

<* All men refusing to obey their superior officers, to be 
tried by a court-martial, and punished according to their sen- 
tence* 

" It is also ordered, that all men who shall attempt to leave 
their jrespective quarters, when they have been halted by the 
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omnmander in chief, shall suffer death i unless they shall havcf 
kave from dieir officers for so doing* 

^ It is ordered by the commander in chief, that all persons 
who have stolen or taken away any horse, or horses, shall im- 
mediately bring in all such horses to the camp, at head-quar- 
ters; otherwise for any horse that shall be seen or found in 
the possession of any person to whom he does not be- 
long, that person sludl, on being copvicted thereof, suffer 
death :— • 

^ And any goods that shall have been plundered from anj 
hoilse, if not brought into head-quarters, or returned immedi- 
ately to the houses or owners, that all persons so plundering as 
aforesaid, shall, on being convicted thereof^ suiFer death. 

*^It is also resolved, that any person or persons who shall 
take upon them to kill or murder any person or prisoner, burn 
any house, or commit any plunder, without special written or* 
ders from the commander in chief, shall suiFer death. 

By order of 
B. B. Haoivet, Commander in chief, 
Francis Brsek, Sec. and A^*« 
Head'>quarters» Carrickburn camp, 
June 6, 1798. 

'With the same laudable intention was also issued the follow- 
ing proclamation :— 

To the Peopk of Ireland^ 

« Countr3anen and fellow»soldiers ! 

** Your patriotic exertions in the cause of your couatry have 
hitherto exceeded your most sanguine expectations^ and in a 
short time must ultimately be crowned with success. I^iberty 
has raised her drooping head: thousands daily flock to her 
standard : the, voice of her children every where prevails.. Let 
us then, in the. moii(>ent of triumph^ return thanks to the M* 
mighty Ruler of the Universe, that a total stop has been put to 
Aose sanguinaiy measures which of late were but too often re- 
sorted to by the creatures of government, to keep the people 
in slavery. 

** Nothing now, my countrymen, appears necessary to> secure 
liie ponquests you have so bravdtjr won, but an imidicit obedi- 



<iice to the commands of your dtiefa; for tfaroujgh t .^it^unt 
of proper subordination and disciplinei all may be endaih 
gered. 

^* At this eventful period, all Europe must admire, and 
posterity will read with astonishment^ the heroic acts achieved 
by people strangers to military tactics, and having few profes- 
sional commanders: but what power can resist men fighdngfor 
liberty ! . . 

** In the moment of triumph, my countrymen, let not your 
victories be tarnished with any wanton act of cruelty. Many 
of tho^e unfortunate men in piison were not your enemies from 
principle: most of them compelled by necessity, were obliged 
to oppose you: neither let a difference in religious sentiments 
cause a difference among the people. R^cur to the debates in 
the Irish house of lords of the 19th of February last: you wHl 
there see a patriotic and enlighfened protestant bishop, with 
manly eloquence, pleading for catholic emancipation and par- 
liamentary reform, in opposition to the haughty arguments of 
the lord chancellor^ and the powerful opposition of his fellow* 
courtiers. 

** To promote a union of brotherhood and affection among 
our countrymen of all religious persuasions, has been .our 
principal object : we havf sworn in the most solemn manner, 
Iiave associated for this laudable purpose, and no power 091 
«arth shall shake our resolution. 

" To my protestant soldiers, I feel much indebted for their 
gallant behaviour in the field, where they exhibited signal 
proofs of bravery in the cause* 

"Edwakd Roch£.^ 

Wexford, June Tth, 1 798. 

These proclamations had not the desired effect; and Harvq^ 
appears consequendy to have sunk into a state of horror and de« 
jection. The following letter, in answer to a request from Mr» 
Francis Glascott^ for his protection, will best shew the state of 
this unfortunate gentleman's mind, who had resigned a command 
which was nothing more than nominal, and afterwards retiring to 
Wexford, was appointed presidentof the council, which consisted 

Ff 
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of a few leading members of the lately-ereoted republic^ en- 
Ousted with the regukdon of its affidrs : 

"DearSir, 

^* I received your letter ; but what to do for you I know 
not. I from my heairt wish to protect all property; I caa 
scarce protect myself; and indeed my sitoation is much lo be 
pitied, and ^stressing to myself. I took my present atuation 
in hopes of doing good, and preventing mischief; my trust is 
in Providence: I acted always an honest disinterested part; 
and had my advice been taken by those in power, the present 
mischief would never have arisen. If I can retire to a pri* 
vate i^tationagain^I will immediately. Mr. Tottenham's re* 
fusing to speak to the gentleman I sent into Rossg who was 
madly shot by the soldiers, was very unforttinate : it has set 
^e people mad with rage, and there is no restraining them. 
The person I sent in had private instructions to propose a re- 
oonciUation ; but God knows where this business will end ; but 
^end how it will, the good m^ of both parties-will.be inevita- 
bly ruined. 

*< I am, with inspect, yours, &c. 

yime^, 1798. 

"B.B.HAEVEY/' 

On the ninth of June, the rebel camp was removed from 
Canyckbyme to Syleeve-keelter, a hill which rises over d\e 
river of Boss, formed by the junction of the rivers Nore and 
^slrrow. They seem to have taken Ais post with a view of 
intercepting the navigatioii of the channel between Waterfordi 
Boss, and Duncannon-fort, in which they pardy succeeded; for 
though they were reptilsed in their attempts to take some gun- 
boats, yet they compelled several small vessels to surrender; 
In one of which was a mail, tfie letters and newspapers in 
which contained much intelligence concerning the state of the 
rest of the kingdom. At Syleeve-keelter, father Philip Boche, 
who had been a leader at the battle of Tubbemeering, was 
tumultuously elected commander In chi^f, in the place of 
Bagenal Harvey. Under their new commander, the rebel 
"army again moved, and occupied the hill of Lacken, where 
they formed dieir encampment with much more reprulanty 
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tban uittal, and erected a ntimber of tents for the aecommc^ 
dadon of the officers. A detachment was sent from hence, 
on the twelfth, to attack die town of Borris, in the county of 
Carlow, twelve miles distant, for the purpose of procuring 
arms and ammunidon, but was repulsed by' the garrison with 
the loss of about twenty iften* The garrison,' who had posted 
diemsdves in &e honso of BIr« Gavenagfa, had only one killed* 
The town ins pardf Itsrned. 



CHAPTER IX. 



DURING the five days the rebels were encairiped on Gorey- 
hill, a number of atrocities were committed. They then began 
to diink they had wasted too much time, knowing that if they 
could gain Arklow, it would open a communication with the 
Wicklow and Kildare rebels, and that an attack might be made 
on the metropolis soon after; they therefore resolved to try 
their strength on that town, for which purposlfe mesiengers were 
sent to the different encampments at Wexford and Tinegar-hill^ 
ordering all persons to repair to the iiamp at Goreyrhill imme- 
diately. 

On the eighth of June, the rebel picquet saw a party of the 
king^s army reconnoitering at Coolgreny, and instandy returned 
with information that the king's troops were advancing against 
-^e town. In consequence of this, the prisoners, . twenty-one 
m number, were ordered to be murdered ; but Bagenal Har- 
vey's proclamation arrived in time to save their lives. 

Early in the morning of the ninth of June, the rebel camp 
was crowded from all quarters, and masses were celebrated. 
As they were not allowed to murder the prisoners, they made 
caps of brown paper and coarse linen, melted pitch and be- 
smeared the inside of them, and put them on the prisoner's 
heads. 

About twelve o'clock the rebels, to the number of twenty- 
six thousand, of whom near five thousand were armed with 
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guns, the r^t.mth pikes, with three pieces of artillery, marched 
for Arklow^ under the command of Anthony Perry, who had 
appointed Esmond Kyan captsdn of the artillery. When they 
had arrived within two miles of Arklow, they were ordered to 
halt by one of their officers. Those, who were armed with guns, 
were ordered to the front, and the pikemen were placed in the 
rean These arrangements being made, and the plan of attack 
agreed npon, th^ were ordered to advance; but they evinc^ed 
the xnost disorderly ^iisposition imaginable; for their officers 
were obliged to drive them on before them, and in this manner 
they proceededix>wards Arklow. • ^ 

If the rebels had made their appearance two days before, they 
would, in all probability, have carried the town; Ijut fortunately 
the garrison was reinforced that morning by the Durham fenci* 
bks^ a brave and well-discipiiiied regiment, which strengthened 
it, and quieted the fears of the inhabitants. 

€keneral Needham, the commander in chief of the garrison^ 
was quartered at the house of Mr. O^Neille in Arklow, where 
he had ordered a great brcak£ast for him and his. guests. Two 
officers belonging to the Durham regiment happened to be pass-^ 
ingliy the houis^, and were mistaken by a servant, and inform* 
ed tl^t breakfast was ready for them and their associates. This 
intelligence being communicated, the Durham officers immedi-< 
ately repaired to the house and devoured the whole breakfast.- 
Captain Wallington remsdning behind the rest, assembled about 
him the drivers of the carriages in which the regiment had tra- 
velled frpm Dublin, to pay them their dues. The general at 
length arrived with lus guests, and was astonished when he 
found his lodgings occupied with a crowd of wrangling coach- 
men; but soon being informed of the fate of his breakfast, he 
burst into a rage and drove out the intruders with such fury, 
that they, with their pasrmaster, tumbled one over another in 
the street, in their haste to escape. 

The garrison then consisted of detachments of the fourth and 
fifth dragoon guards; the Ancient British fencible cavalry; a 
small detachment of the Royal Irish artillery ; the Durham fen- 
cible infantry; the Cavan battalion; detachments of the Armagh, 
Antrim, North-Cork, and Londonderry miCtiaj the North and 
South Arklow cavalry; the Camoli% Gorey, Coolgreny, and 
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Castletown cavalry; and a number of loyalists in eoloureil 
clothes/ making in the whole upwards of fifteen hundred men. 

At two o'clock in the afternoon, infonnation was received 
that the rebels were advancing towards the town* The drums 
immediately beat to arms, and the troops repairedio their dif*^ 
ferent stations, and every preparation was mlade to meet the 
enemy. 

The Cavan battalion, with some -yeomen' infsmtry, under 
colonel Maxwell, extended from the centre of the town to the 
Fishery; on the left was the sea; on the 'right die DurBam 
regiment was drawn in front of their encampment, with two 
field pieces ; detachments of the Armagh and otheis were placed 
on the right of the Durham ; and the Antrim witii bdier detach- 
ments and all the loyalists were stationed in the barrack. The 
cavalry were placed beyond the bridge, on the Bublin road. 

The rebels endeavoured to surround the' army, and by diat 

means to have overpowered it by their great superiority of num- 

' bers; but the excellent disposition of the king's forces, sufficiently 

convinced them of the impracticability of that measure. When 

they had advanced as far arthe charter school, cjfptein Elliot, 

who was posted there, retpeated into the town^ on which die 

rebels drew their cannon to the right, onan eminence/diat com- 

mands the town. The Dunbarton fencibles were then ordered 

out in front of the Armagh, to line the hedges on each side of 

the road, where the rebels were advancing. A smart fire was 

maintamed between the Dunbartons and the rebels for some 

time, when the former were ordered to retreat and join the 

Armagh, which they accomplished. The rebels then set fire 

to different parts of the town, to annoy the army with the smoke ; 

but the wind shifted and drove it oft themselves. On the retreat 

being sounded, the rebels pursued, and sent forth most dreadful 

yells, and one of their ofiicers, waving his hat, called out, ^ Come 

on, my boys, die town i^ our own." At diat batant his horse 

was shot and himself wounded, on which he feU as if kiUed. A 

short time after he was observed by some of the soldiers and 

shot dead. The rebels followed him, but on receiving a weH- 

directed fire of musketry and grape-shot, they feU back a con- 

sid^ble distance. They then extended a long line in £h)nt of 

the Durham regiment, but in a confused manner, endeavour- 
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ing to turn theinleft flati% ; bat t)^e Durbams keeping «pa con- 
stant and well-directed iire^^ey 3vere<^ unable to s^ccompHsh it^ 
Some of the rebels^ armed with muskets, getting behind hedges, 
annayed the army considerably, and their artillery also played 
briskly on the> tpwn;. but sergeant Shepherd of the 'Boy^i Irish 
artillery, who was taken prisoner at the Three-rocks aiid com- 
pelled to serve in the'rebel army, devated their guns so high 
that the balls fell oa.the other side ef the town. At one time he 
loaded with grapepshot, and turning die gun a little on one side, 
killed and wounded several of -the. rebels. ^ Ohe of their officers 
observing" this, galfeped' up ai|d would have instantly killed 
Shepherd, bad not Kyan, tl^ captain of artillery, interposed and 
insisted that it was tiiq cannon of>the/ king's army wbich did the 
executioiu He was then order^ to load with ball and batter 
the town ; but at every opportunity he loaded with grape-shot, 
koQwiig..it <;ould 4$^ no injurjv Two of the rebel officers 
then rode tow^fls the town, :to ^observe the execution of the 
cannon, a^d finding tJiat Shepherd was not favouring their 
cause, returned and informed Kyan of it, on which he levelled 
the cannon himself, and one of them with sucb fatal precision^ 
that the ball struck, the carriage of one of the Durham field- 
pieces, shivered it to atoms, and killed four men :» another ball 
struck th^top of a house in the town and did some damage. 
All this time the royal ainiy was playing upon them with good 
effect, having killed and wounded a considerable number. ' 

Another body of .the rebels Inade an attempt to gain the 
lower end of the town, and advanced by the sea side : but in 
that quarter they were received with great spirit by the Ancient 
British fencible cavalry, tinder Sh: W, W. Wynne, who made a 
most desper^ite and successful charge upon them. They then 
proceeded in great force to a road that led tp the middle of the 
town, and made a desperate effort to enter it in that direction ; 
but a sergeant and twelve men who were stationed in the market- 
house, kept up so constant and effectual a fire that they were 
obliged to fall back with the loss of many men^ . A body of 
them also attempted to ford the river, but this pass was well de- 
fended, and they were obliged to relinquish it. 

Father Murphy, of Ballycannow, was not in the beginning of 
the action, having stopped at Coolgreny. When he was com- 
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ing to the attack, he met a number of ^bels retrefl^tig : drivtng i 
them back agnin to the battle, he assured ti^m that he could 
defeat the king's army even with die dust of the tx>ad. "When 
he came into the engagement, he shewed the rebeb Bodie mm* 
ket balls, which he said he had caught in his hands as theji^w 
from the guns of the enemy. Father Murphy, however, after 
many escapes^ fell himself l^ a cannon shot, his bowels having' 
been torn out, whilst waving a Btaodard. ki his hand, and en^ 
couraging his men to. press foiiwarcL The r«bels who followed 
him, inunediately retreated m great haste "from that quairtn^, 
exclaiming as they went alo%g ^^ that the" prieafei himself was 
"down!" 

The hottest part of the actifiti was maintained by the^^DurJiam 
fencibles, cotnmanded by colontl Skerret, to wtK)se determined 
bravery the country is indebted for this victory. Colonel Max* 
well and the Cavan battalion also, acted in amost spirited xi^icuier^ 
as did also the whole army engaged on that odoasi^. 

The action commenced about four o\!lock and continued tifl 
half past eighty when they retreated in confusion to Gorey. It 
was not thought prudent to pursue the retrbating rebds, as it 
was then the close of the evening, otherwise it is m6st probable 
that a great slaughter must have ensued* The militaiy steod 
under arms till four o'clock next mormng, when they cast en* 
trenchments round the camp, aud renuiiaed in full expectation 
of another attack. 

The loss of the Durham regtment was about twenty privates 
killed and wounded: that of the other regiments was very 
trifling, though they hafd been Warmly engaged for a consider- 
able time. , 

In this important action, the principal attempts of the enemy 
were directed against the Durham regiment ; and it was to the 
exceUent discipline and steady valour of that fine body of men 
on that day, aided by the magnanimoiis conduct and military 
skill of their commander, colonel Skerret, that the British 
government was indebted for the suppression of the rebellion in 
that quarter. General Needham had wisely given discretiona* 
ry authority to Colonel Skerret to act with his regiment accord- 
ing to the dictates of his own judgment. Intimidated by the 
formidable attacks of the rebels, the general, at one pei:iod of 
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the action, reaolvted on a retreat, which .he would accordingly 
have put in practice, had not the. coloneU when addressed on 
that subject, made the*fo|towing noble reply: " We cannot hope 
*'for victory otherwise than by preserving our ranks; if we 
^ break all is lost ; and from the spirit Irluch I have seen dis- 
** played at Ais awful crisis by the Durham regiment, I can 
** never beai* the ide* of its giving ground," Shordy after the 
retreat of the rebels comitienced, the body of father Murphy 
being foun^, lord Mountborris ordereli the head to be struck 
ciT, "and the trunk to be thrown into a burning house, exclaim** 
ing, *< Let his> body go \vhere his soul is!^ It is an unequivo- 
cal proof that fefbcitj^ Was not confined to the rebels, but 
displayefl itself iadiscrimin^ftely in &e acts of them and th^ 
loyalitft^,' that after the head of -Murphy was struck off, several 
of the Aiicient British fenciUes cut open hia body and took out 
his heart. Afterwards^ while the body lay roasting on a bum* 
iBg beam of timber, these very men received the dripping fat 
and greased their boots with it ! Captain Holmes, of the Dur- 
ham regiment^ was not ashamed to avow in the presence of 
several most respectable persons, that he had been concerned in 
&is most scandalous act of brutality, and that he had assisted 
to break open the breast with an axe and to cut out the heart ! 
At the time when father Murphy's body Was founds this follow- 
ing journal, supposed to have been written by one Bidger, who 
attended father Murphy of Boulavogue, as aid-de-camp, was 
also discovered :— 

Father JohnMurphy*8Journd; found by captain Hugh Moore.. 

Saturday night, May 26, at 6 A* M. 1798. 

** Began the republic of Ireland in Boulavogue, in the county 
of Wexford, barony of Gorcy and parish of Kilcormuck, com- 
manded by the reverend doctor Murphy, parish priest of die. 
said parish, in the afores^d parish, when all the protestants of that 
parish were disarmed, and amongst the aforesaid, a bigot, 
^med Thomas Bookey, who lost his life by his rashness. 

** From thence came to Oulart, a country village adjoining, 
when the republic attacked a minister's house for arms, and 
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was denied of, l^d siege immediately to it, and killed lum and 
all his forces ; the same day burned his house and all the orange- 
men's houses in that and all the adjoining parishes in that part 
of the country. 

*^ The same day a part of the army^ to the amount of one 
hundred and four of in&ntry and two troops of cavalry, attacked 
the republic on Oulart-hillf when the nylitary .were repijsed 
with the loss of one hundred and twelve men, and the republic 
four killed; and dien went to. a hill called Corri^;rua| where the 
republic encamped that night, and from th^ce went to a town 
called Camolin, which was tiiken without resistance, and the 
same day took another town ai^d the ^ftUe of a bishop.* At 
three in the aftemoon^. the same day, they laid siege to Ennis- 
corthy, when they were opposed by an army of seven hundred 
men, then they were forced to set both ends of the townonfirei 
and then took the. town in the space of one hour^ and then en- 
camped on a hill near the town, called Yinegar-hill, where they 
remained that night*. 

Bryan Bitlger, 
Darbt MuR?HTf his hand and 
pen, dated this 26th day of 

^ Orange men are men th^t formed alliance to kill and 'de- 
stroy all the Catholics of this kingdom. 

" Garet Lacey.'* 

** 28th. At three in the afternoon, which was Whitsun-Mon- 
day, they marched towards Wexford, and encamped on a hill 
that night called the Mountain." 

* It alludes to the seat of the bishop of Ferns, 



CHAPTER Tn. 



VIJTEGARpHUl, the scene of so much slaughter, had been 
in the possession of the rebels above three weeks, during which 
time the loyalists of Enniscorthy and the surrounding country 
had been in a st^te of almost indescribable horror. They were 
every where seized ; ^ few were butchered on the spot where 
they happened to &11 into the hands of the rebels; but the 
greater number were carried to the camp on the hill; where 
upwards of four hundred received sentence by court-martial^ 
and were either shot or destroyed by pikes« Some, after having 
been apparently killed, recovered strength sufficient to endea- 
vour to escape; but these for the most part fell again into the 
hands of the rebels, and received the completion of their sufFer- 
ings. The wonderful preservation of one man, however, 
Charles Davis, of Enniscorthy, glazier, appears to be particu- 
larly worthy of notice. This man, when the tov^n was taken 
by the insurgents, justly apprehensive that no mercy would be 
shewn him as a loyalist, had concealed himself in a privy, where 
he remained some days without any other food than the body 
of a cock, which had accidentally perched on the seat* Impell- 
ed by the cravings of nature, however, when his provisions 
were exhausted, and disgusted with his loathsome abode, 
he at length ventured from hb place of concealment, and en* 
deavoured to escape. He was seized near the town, convey- 
ed to Vinegar-hill, and received the sentence of a court-martial. 
Being led out to puffer death pursuwt to his sentence, he ws^ 
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shot through the body and also through one of the arms. An 
these wounds were not deemed sufBcieat to extinguish life, he 
received several severe thrusts from a pike on the head, witk* 
Qut injuring the brain; and was then thrown intg a hole upon 
his back^ and covered over with earth and stones. Thus con- 
signed to an untimely grave, the unfortunate man remeained 
twelve hours in a state of insensibility, during which period his 
dog, a faithful animal that never left him^ had scraped the qa^ 
vering off his face, and licked it clean from the filth and bloocu' 
Superstition— baleful superstition, which, maddened by fanati- 
cism, conjointly with politicial animosity, had caused So many 
ruthless scenes of bloodshed and desolation in this unhappy 
country, was the means of saving this man's existence. He 
returned to life, his mind disordered -by his sufferings, and 
dreaming that he was about to b& murdered by pikemen, pro- 
nouncing emphatically the name of father Roche, by whose 
means he hoped*to criitaih a protection. Accident^y overheard 
by some cath61ics to pVonounce that sacsed name, they believed 
him to have been revivified by the particular favour of heaven, 
that by being ms(de a Catholic by Roch^, his soul might be 
saved from those etemai pains which they believed he would 
otherwise be condemned to endure. Thus impressed, they had 
him conveyed to a house and treated with such kindness and 
humanity, that he rapidly recovered, and at length apparently 
regained his perfect health. This instance of astonishing strength 
of constitution was by no means singular during the course of 
the rebellion. The surprising recoveries of mahy of the Irish 
peasantry^ and the difficulty that was almost invariably found of 
putting an end to the being even of very old men, may be 
worthy of an inquiry no less curious than interesting. 

At length, however, lieutenant-general Lake, commander in 
chief of the royal forces, made dispositions to expel the rebels 
from this hill (as we have already mentioned) which was so 
strongly fortified that, the insurgents considered it impregnable. 
The troops destined to attack it amounted in all to upwards of 
thirteen thousand effective men, together with a formidable 
train of sotiUery, and were arranged it^ columtis under several 
generals, with orders to attack the hill on all points at once, so 
as to prevent the escape of the rebels : a plan of attack which, 
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if it had been completely executed, would in all probabiKty 
have been attjinded either with the complete surrendry of the 
enemy, or with such a slaughter as to have effectually disabled 
them from again taking the field. But this well-concerted 
s^ttack was unfortunately frustrated by the delay of general 
Ne^ham, who arrived not at his post till after the engagement, 
a circumstance which, together with several others of a like 
nature, and his late arrival to the breakfast devoured by the 
Durham officers,* procured him the appellation of the late ge- 
neral Xeedham* Except that commanded by this general, the 
different columns were at their respective posts when the attack 
commenced, at seven in die morning of the twenty-first of June, 
with ^ brisk discharge of cannon and mortars, which was kept 
up, together with that of the small arms for an hour and a 
half. When the firing commenced, the position of the right 
column was on a rising ground at the west end of Enniscorthy^ 
having V]negar-hill on the east. This column, covered by the 
fire of itdB own six-pounder, penetrated into the town, and vigo- 
rously attacked the insurgents posted there, who had advan- 
tageously placed themselves in the streets and houses. A party 
of the troops having advanced with one field-piece opposite to 
the court-house, were there overpowered by a numerous body 
of pikemen,'who rushed from the building, and took possession 
of the gun. This gun, however, was shortly after re-taken by 
another division of the king's troops, with copsidera|)le slaughter 
of the enemy. The rebels at length abandoned the town, re- 
treating to Vinegar-hill, the summit of which, however, had 
been cleared by the central column, which had formed on a 
rising ground on the north side, where the rebels had reared a 
breast work, before they could reach it, and their friends finding 
they could no longer keep possession, had retreated to another 
position on the east side, called the Lower hill. Having dis- 
played the royal banners on the top of the wind-mill, in place 
of the standard of rebellion, the kings troops turned thirteen 
pieces of cannon, which had been abondoned, against the ene- 
my. By the fire of these, and the resolution of the light bri- 
gade, they were thrown into confusion, when the cavalry 

* Seep. 239. 
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charged and put them completely to the rOut. The slaughter 
must have heen dreadful, had not general Needham's post been 
left open for their escape, through which, ludicrously termed 
NeedhanCs Gap^ most of them fled towards Wexford. The re- 
bels lost about four hundred men, among whom was father 
Clinch of Enniscorthy, all their cannon, some ammunition, *aiid 
an immense quantity of rich plunder. The loss on the royal 
side was very trifling, perhaps ab(>ut one hundrecf killed, among 
whom was lieutenant Sandys of the Longford militia. Colonel 
King of the Sligo regiment, colonel Vesey of that of the county 
of Dublin, lord Blaney, and lieutenant-colonel Cole were 
among the wounded. A great many loyalists, who had been 
compelled to^ accompany the rebels, were indiscriminately slain 
in the pursuit. Amongst the excesses committed by the king's 
troops on the recovery of Enniscorthy, the burning of a house 
which had been used as an hospital, in which were sixteen of 
the, insurgents who, by wounds or sickness were incapable of 
making their escape, is hardly inferior in atrocity to the mas- 
sacre at Scullabogue. 

<' The town of Wexford was re-taken on the same day as 
Enniscorthy. lire rebel army, which haid been some time en- 
camped on Lacken-hill, had been driven from it by. the troops 
under general Johnson, on the nineteenth of June, and obliged to 
take post on the Three Rocks. 

« l^he brigade under major-general Moore, which consisted 
of the second flank battalion, two companies of the sixtieth re- 
giment, one troop of Hpmpesch*s hussars, and a small train of 
artillery, took a direction to the right towards Fooke's mill, 
and encamped that night on the lawn of Mr. Hent-y Sutton, of 
Long Grague. The encampment was in front of the house^ 
which was protected on both flanks and in the rear by a thick 
wood, out-buildings, &c. - 

" The following morning the rebels collected all theii^ force, 
and marfhed from the Three Rocks to attack general Moore's 
brigade at long Grague. He ordered a strong deUchment, 
under the command of lieutenant-colonel Wilkinson, tb patrole 
towards Tintern and Clonmin^s, with a view to scour the coun- 
try, and to communicate with the troops which general Johnson 
had ordered to join him from Duncannon-fort? Colonel Wa- 
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kinson returning without any intelligence pf them, and des- 
pairing of their arrival, general Moore began his march to 
Taghmon, about three o'clock in the afternoon. The rebels 
were grcady reinforced in their march from the Three Rocks> 
so that their number exceeded six thousand. They marched 
on^ boasting of their strength, and expressing a desire to be up 
with the king^s troops. When general Moore had proceeded 
about half a mile on his road to Taghmon, he perceived the 
rebels advancing towards him. The general knowing their 
great superiority of numbers, immediately made preparations to 
receive them. Having disposed his force in the most judicious 
manner, he sent out an advanced, guard, consisty^^ two com- 
panies of the sixtieth regiment to skirmish with^Rm, whilst a 
six-pounder and a howitzer were drawn across the road to 
Goff'fi-bridge, where a few light infantry formed on each side 
of them under colonel Wilkinson. When the rebels came up 
they made an attack on these; but were served with such a 
tremendous fire of grape-shot and musketry, that they were ob- 
liged to retreat over the bridge in the greatest confusion. Dur- 
ing this time, a great body of them moved towards the left 
wing; but majors Aylmer and Daniel, with five companies of 
light infantty and a six-pounder, were detached against them. 
The sixtieth regiment finding no opposition in front, immediately 
proceeded to the left, and attacked the body of rebels thatt was 
attempting to turn that wing. Here the engagement was very 
bloody. The rebels confiding in their numbers, and being so 
Weil armed with muskets and pikes, they made a most obstinate 
resistance. General Moore now began to be very doubtful who 
would keep the field, as a great part of his army could not 
come into the action, being obliged to guard the ammunition 
and baggage. A party of rebels observing the Hompesch's 
hussars coming down, with their green mniformf they thought 
that the hussars had been a party of their friends coming to 
assist them; but were soon convinced of their mistake, for 
they immediately made a great slaughter amongst them. The 
engagement began before four o'clock and continued till eight, 
when die rebels began to disperse, and soon after the greatest 
party of them retreated precipitately towards Enniscorthy and 
Wexford. 
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'« The loss of th< rebels could not be exactly ascertained^ as 
i\t killed lay scattered over the fields for a considerable extent; 
but it must have been very great* Had the situation of the 
country admitted the cavalry to make a charge on themvin their 
retreat^ a great number more would hav6 been killed. 

^ When the action was over, general Moore considered it 
too late to proceed to Taghmon, and therefore took post for the 
night upon the field of battle, where he was soon after rein- 
forced by the second and twenty-ninth regiments, uftder the 
command of Lord Dalhousie. Here we shall leave them, 
and relate that dreadful event, the massaere on the bridge of 
Wexford. ^^ 

♦•^ A generaimassacre of all the loyalist prisoners in Wexford 
was twice attenipted by a bloody-minded fanatic called Thomas 
Dixon; who was first opposed by one Hore, and next by one 
Scallion^ both of whom defied him to single combat, and in- 
sisted that he should shew himself a man before a single pri- 
soner should be put to- death. He however WQuld not relin- 
quish his bloody design, and on the nineteenth of June, the 
protestants were informed that all the prisoners would be put to 
death the following day. Accordingly, in the morning,- Dixon, 
mounted on a tall white horse, rode up to the prison door, and 
swore that not a prisoner should be alive at sun-set. He then 
lode through several streets repeating the same. The town 
bell was soon after rung, and the drums beat to arms, for the 
purpose of assembling the rebels to joiti those at Three Rocks, 
and to march against the army under general Moore. About 
two o^olock in the afternoon, Dixon assembled the murdering 
band, and immediately displayed that woeful harbinger of deaths 
the black flag; having upon one side a bloody cross, and on the 
other the lattersM. W. 8. inscribed upon it, which were suppos- 
ed to mean'murder without sin." After having made a long 
procession through the town, they fixed the flag on the custom- 
house quay, near the bridge. About four o'clock the butchery 
began: the prisoners were brought from the gaol and the prison- 
ship by a strong guard of these sanguinary miscreants, in parties 
of from ten to twenty, preceded by the black flag, to the bridge, 
where they were piked to death with circumstances of the most 
savage cruelty, and afterwards thrown into the river^ to make 
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room for others. While they were thus infamously employed, 
a rebel officer, possessed of some humanity, went to Dr. Caul- 
field, the popish bishop, who was then drinking wine after dinner, 
and believing that he could stop the massacre sooner than any other 
person, earnestly intreated him to come and save the prisoners. 
The bishop, in an unconcerned manner replied, ^^ It was not in 
his pdwer to save them," and requested the captain to sit down 
and take a glass of wine with him, adding at the same time, that 
*'the people mOst be gratified!" The officer refused the 
bishop's invitation, and walked away 'filled with abhorrence. 
All this time the inhuman pikemen were busily employed butch- 
ering the poor protestants on the bridge ; some they would per- 
forate in place^ not mortal, to increase their torture, others they 
thrust their pikes into the body, and raising it up, held it sus- 
pended, wridiing in the extreme agony of pain, %\rhile any signs 
of life remained, and exulted in the deed. In the midst of diis 
diabolical work, general Edward Roche, came galloping to the 
bridge, and ordered them to beat to arms, saying, " that Vine- 
^' gar-hill was nearly surrounded by the king's troops, and that 
^ all should repair to the camp, as reinforcements were wanting." 
There was immediately a cry of ^^ To camp ! to camp !" and the 
rebels ran off in every direction. The bloody scene was instandy 
closed, and three of the prisoners were left on their knees on the 
bridge^ who were so much stupified with terror that they did 
not make the least effort to escape. Soon after some of the 
rebel guard returned to the bridge^ •'ind conducted ^e prisoners 
back to the gaol; shordy after, the bloody monster, Thomas 
Dixon, returned 'and ordered out the remainder of the prisonerd 
for execataon, and the greater part of them were tortured and 
put to death in the same manner as the former. He then pro* 
ceeded to the market-house, and ordered a party from thence 
to th^ bridge, and after butchering them, they returned and 
brought out ten more, whom they also most barbarously mur- 
dered. They then brought out eighteen, and while they were ^ 
murdering them, Richard Monk, a rebel officer, came galloping 
into the town from Vinegar-hill, shouting, " D — ^n your souls, 
" you vagabonds, why dont you go out and meet the enemy that 
*« are coming in, and not h(^ murdering the prisoners in cold 

Hh 
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** blood ?" Some protestant women havinjg asked him, " whsdl 
**news?" he replied, "the king's troops are encamped rotmd 
Vinegar-hill." He then proceeded towards the convent^ and 
seeing the women following him, he pulled out a pistol and 
swore that he would blow out their brsdns if they came any 
farther. Soon after, father Corrin was obiserved running to- 
wards the bridge : when he arrived there, they had murdered 
six men, out of the last- party thajt was conveyed there. He 
immediately besought them to spare the remainder, and it was 
not without the greatest diiEculty he prevailed upon them; for 
after using all the arguments he could, with no effect, he took 
off his hat, and desired them to kneel down and pray for the 
souls of the prisoners before they put any more of them to death. 
The rebels complied with this request, and after he had got 
them in the aittitude of devotion, he said, "Now pray to God 
"to have mercy on your souls, and teach you to shew that 
** kindness towards them, which you expect from him in the 
** hour of death, and in the day of judgment." This had the 
desired effect, and the prisoners w'ere soon after conducted to 
prison by the guard, who swore that not a protestant man, 
woman, or child, should be left alive in the town the next 
day. 

<' In the whole, ninety-seven of the prisoners were deliberately 
murdered, and all the protestants would have shared a similar 
fate, had it not been prevented by the arrival of the king's 
troops. 

"We shall now return to the army under general Moore, 
[being reinforced, as befone related, the general was preparing 
to proceed with his forces to Taghmon, on the morning of the 
twenty-first of June. At this time the rebels in Wexford con- 
sidered themselves in a very critical situation, and being con- 
vinced that it would be impossible for them to keep the town, 
they liberated lord Kingsborough ^nd the other officers who 
were prisoners there, and requested that he would be their 
mediator, and j^ritg^^^the general officers to spare the inhabi- 
tantSi^jf^ Wexford, and their property, on returning to their alle- 
giancife» To this proposal lord Kingsborough agreed, on con- 
dition that he was invested with the command of the town. 
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The rebels having acceded to his lordship's dtdsire, he forwsirde4 
the following proposals, made by them, to general Moore : 

*' That captsdn M^Manus shall proceed from Wexford towards 
Oulart, accompanied by Mr. E. Hay, appointed by the inhabi- 
tants of all religious persuasions^ to inform the officer command- 
ing the king's troops, that they are ready to deliver up the 
town of Wexford without opposition, lay down dieir arras, and 
return to their allegiance^ provided that their persons and pro- 
perties are guaranteed by the commanding officer; and that 
they will use every influence in th^ir power to induce the people 
of the country at large to return to their Allegiance also. Thes^ 
teniis we hope captain M'Manus will be able to procure.*— Signed 
by order of the inhabitants of Wexford. 

" Matthew ELeugh.'* 

** To these proposals general Moore returned no answer, but 
immediately forwarded them to the commanding officer, general 
Lake, and instead of proceeding to Taghmou; he directed^ his 
march towards Wexford, and stationed his army within t;wo 
miles of that town. General Lake returned the following an- 
swer to die proposals:— 

*« Enniscortht/j June 22, 1798. 

** Lieutenant-general Lake cannot attend to any terms offered 
by rebels in arms against their sovereign. While they continue 
«o, he must use the force intrusted to him, with the utmost 
energy for their destruction. To the deluded multitude he 
promises pardon, on their delivering into his hands their lead- 
ers, surrendering their arms, and returning with sincerity to 
their alle^ance. 

(Signed) <« G.Lake." 

<< Soon after captain M^Manus had departed with &e pro- i 
posals, the rebel leaders desired lord Kingsborough to dispatch 
a second messenger, lest the king's troops should arrive before 
the teims had been accepted. He accordingly sent ensign 
Harman, to request the general to encamp at Carrick-bridge, be- 
fore he advanced into the town. As the ensign was proceeding 
on the roadf hfc was met by father Murphy, who exclaimed 
'^ he would bav9 so peace," and qrdered his aid-de-camp tp 
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shoot him; on which he drew a pistol and shot Harman through 
the head. 

"After these proposals were forwarded, the rebel general 
Roche endeavoured to persuade them to go out and meet the 
army; but all his intreaties were in vain; for when captain 
Boyd of the Wexford cavalry, and a few of his troop, appeared 
the rebels fled over the bridge in the greatest confusion, and in 
the course of a few minutes the streets were almost clear. On 
thfe cry of *<The army is come!** a number of wretches, sick 
and wounded, ran out of the infirmary, some of them without 
clothes, and followed their associates ; the greater part of whom 
made the best of their way to Kilmuckridge, and the rest into 
the barony of Forth. 

*' When captain Boyd arrived, and found that the rebels had 
evacuated the town, he immediately proceeded to the gaol to see 
the surviving prisoners, who had been miserably fed for some 
time. He instantly set them at liberty ; but recommended them 
to remain in prison, until after the king^s troops arrived^ lest 
they should be mistaken for rebels and put to death. Shordy 
after the Queen's Royals arrived in the most regular order, not 
a word being heard in aH the ranks, and took possession of the 
garrison. The joy of the inhabitants, particularly the protestants 
who were doomed to death, was inexpressible. Had they 
arrived a day sooner^ the massacre upon the bridge would have 
been prevented. 

*< General Lake entered the town of Wexford in the morning 
of the twenty-second of June, and established his staff in Keugh's 
house. He then issued a proclamation for apprehending all the 
rebel leaders ; assuring the deluded multitude, that such as would 
surrender and deliver up their arms, should receive mercy and 
protection : he also issued general orders that no person should 
be put to death, unless he had been tried and condemned by a 
court-martial. He forbid any inhabitant or other person being 
molested, and charged the soldiers not to take any article away 
from any person, without having paid for it. 
^ *< The victories which the king's troops had gained at Vinegar- 
hilU and other places, and the evacuation of Wexford, so dis- 
pirUpd the rebels, that numbers of them repaired to the differ- 
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0iit commanders of garrisons, took the oath of allegiance, and 
obtained protections. 

** A few days after the king^s troops entered Wexford, the 
fadbous rebel general, father Roche, was arrested, tried by a 
court*martiaI, and executed on the bridge, along with one Fene-* 
lon^ and some others i after which their bodies were thrown 
into the river. Roche was tall and very corpulent, and so heavy^ 
that when he was suspended, the rope, broke and he fell to the 
ground : on recovering a litde, he said, " God's blood ! what are 
*' you about ? why do you pull my stock so tight ?'* He then 
ascended the fatal step a second time, and was launched into 
eternity. 

** As soon as it was known at Wexfori that the rebels were 
defeated at Yinegar-hill, Beauchamp Bagenal Harvey, who had 
^ted as commander in chief to, the rebels, made his escape, 
and accompanied by Mr. John Colclough, fled to one of t^e 
^Saltee islands, about four miles from the shore^ taking widi 
liem provisions, wine, spirits, and arms. There they puiposed 
pmaining until a favourable opportunity offered for getting 
lemselves conveyed to France. Information having been 
Bceived by government where they had secreted themselves^ a 
par^ of military was dispatched in pursuit of them, on the 
twenty-fourth of June, who landed on the island the following 
morning. Soon after they landed, they found a chest of plate, 
and some articles of wearing apparel, and after a diligent search, 
discovered them, secreted in a cave and disguised as peasants. 
They immediately surrendered their arms, came forth, and 
were conveyed back to Wexford the next morning. Mr. 
Harvey's trial commenced the same evening. He did not deny 
his having acted as commander of the rebel forces, but endea« 
voured to extenuate, by saying, ** That he accepted the com- 
** mand to prevent much greater evils, which would accrue from 
<* its falling into other hands, and with the hope of surrendering 
** that command, one day or other, with great advantage to the 
•* country." He had no counsel^ and after a trial which lasted 
near eight hours, he was found guilty*— death ; which sentence 
was put i^ execution on the morning of the twenty-eighth. His 
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head was placed on the session house, and his body thrown int# 
di« river. 

^ Mr. Colclough was also executed on the evening of* the 
twenty-eighth, and his body thrown into the river. ^ 

^ Cornelius Grogan was arrested at his seat in Johnstown, 
and on his trial endeavoured to prove that he was forced to act 
as commissary to the rebel army ; but was convicted and exe- 
cuted. His head was placed upon the court-house, and his 
body thrown into the river. 

*< Matthew Keugh, who acted as governor of Wexford, was 
taken prisoner? convicted on the clearest evidence, and executed. 
His head was also placed on the session-house. 

*' Esmond Kyan, commander of the rebel artillery, was also 
taken prisoner, tried, found guilty, and executed. 

*^ Edward Roche, a rebel general, was taken prisoner, tried, 
sentenced for transportation, and' wa^ sent to Newgate, with 
some other convicts. Before the vessel was ready to convey 
ihem abroad, he died suddenly. 

*^ Richard Monk, a rebel captain, received a wound in an en- 
gagement, and was proceeding to surrender himself to colonel 
Maxwell, at Newtownbarry, when he was overtaken by some 
yeomanty and shot. 

" Thomas Dixon, who led the rebel band that murdered the 
prisoners on the bridge of Wexford, was noted for cruelty and 
cowardice. His wife was, if possible, if^dre sanguinary than 
himself. They never could be found, t^ugh a great reward 
was offered for their apprehension. ^^r 

" In the whole, sixtyrsix persons wcji: tried by court-mar- 
tial, and executed ajt Wexford." 



*^ While the surviving loyalists in W^ford were rejoicing at 
their deliverance, a very tragic scene Was acted in Gorey. On 
the departure of general Needhana from the latter town to Vi- 
negar-hill, on the twentieth of June, he had sent an express to 
captain Holmes, of the Durham regiment, who commanded in 
Arklow, ordering him to dispatch immediately to Gorey that 
part of the Gorey cavalry who remained \p, ArkloW, and in- 
forming him, that on their arrival at their place of destination, 
they should find an officer to conunand them, and a large force 
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with which they were to unite* By the sam^ express the Go- 
rey infantry were ordered to remain in Arklow ; but these, and 
the refugee inhabitants of Gorey^ hearing of a large force to 
protect their town were so impatient to revisit their homes, tha( 
they followed the cavalry contrary to orders. ITiis body of 
cavalf}' amounting to only seventeen in number, found on their 
arrived at Gorey, to their astonishment, not an officer or soldier. 
They, however, had the courage or temerity to scour the coun- 
try in search of rebels, with the assistance of some others who 
had joined them, and killed about fifty men whom they found 
in their houses, or straggling homeward from the rebel army. 
On the twenty-second, a body of about five hundred rebels, 
under the conduct of Perry, retreating from Wexford, and di- 
recting their march to the Wicklow mountains, received infor- 
mation of this slaughter, and the weakness of the party com- 
mitting it. They instantly ran full speed to th^ town, deter- 
mined on vengeance. On intelligence of their approach, lieu- 
tenant (lordon, a youth bf only twenty years of age, who had 
the conjimand, marched his men (consisting of fourteen infan- 
try, beside the caValry,) out of the town to meet the enemy, 
and took post in an advantageous position near a place called 
Charlotte-grove, where they fired some vollies on the rebels^ 
seven of whom they killed ; but finding that they must be im- 
mediately surrounded and destroyed if they should attempt to 
maintain their post, they retreated, and each horseman taking ^ 
footman behind him, fled through the town toward Arklow. 
As by this motion the refugees, who had returned from Arklow, 
and were nbw attempting to escape figain thither, were left ex- 
posed to the pursuit of an enraged enemy, the officer attempted 
tQ rally the yeomen on the road, to cover, if possible, the flight 
of the unfortunate people ; hut the yeomen gallopped away full 
speed to Arklow, in spite of his remonstrances, and the refu- 
gees were slaughtered along the road to the number of thirty- 
seven men, beside a few who were left for dead, but afterwards 
recovered. No women or children were injured, as the rebels, 
who professed to act on a plan of retaliation, found on inquiry 
that no women or children of their party bad been hurt. This. 
was owing to the humanjiy of a young gentlemab pf seventeen 
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years of age in the yeoman cayaliy, who had by his remoti- 
strances restrained his associates from violence with respect to 
the fair sex. In the action of this day, which will be long re- 
membered in Gorey luider ^e title of Bloody Friday^ only 
three of the yeomen infantry were killed, and none of the ca- 
valry. The rebels having accomplished their purpose of re- 
venge, their only motive for deviating from their course to 
visit Gorey, resumed^ after a short repast^ their march to the 
Wicklow mountains." 

After the signal advantages gained by the king's troops, 
and the expulsion of the rebels from Wexford and Enniscor- 
thy, those of the latter who remained in arms, were compell- 
ed to make mountains and other devious recesses their only ^ 
places of abode. These seem now to have confined themsdves 
merely to attempts to prolong the war^ till the arrival of a 
French force to their assistance, by eluding the vigilance of 
the royal troops by rapid movements from one aftrong position 
to another. 



CHAPTER XI. 



THE rebel columns which evacuated Wexford, on the 
twenty-second of June formed a junction in the mountains be- 
tween the counties of Wexford and Kilkenny, where they con- 
tinued and 'spread ddsolation for some ti^je, burning the 
houses of protestants, and murdering such of the occupiers as 
fell into their hands. The first achievment they endeavoured 
to perform, was an attempt to destroy Hacketstown, in which 
they succeed.edf though not without considerable loss. The 
rebels, made an attack upon this town on the twenty-fifth 
of May; but were defeated by the yeomen and a party of 
militia. 

The column of rebels under the comniand of general Perry, 
father Kearns, Garret Byrne, and William Bj^me of Ballyma- 
nua, marched to Hacketstown early in the morning of the twen- 
ty-fifth of June* The garrison of that town consisted of fifty 
of the Antrim militia, lieutenant Gku-diner; fifty of the Tal- 
botstown cavalry, captain Hume ; twenty-four Shilelah cavalry, 
lieutenants Bradwell and Taylor; forty-six Hacketstown im- 
fantry, captain Hardy; and thirty Coolatin infantry, captain 
Chamney. This litde army marched a short distance out of 
towfl, at six o'dock in die morning of the twenty-fifth rf 

li 
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June^ to meet the rebels, who were upwards of four thousand 
strong. Before they had advanced far^ they perceived the 
enemy, who immediately began to file off on each side of the 
road, for the purpose of surrounding them. In consequence 
of this manoeuvre, the cavalry were obliged to retreat by the 
Clonmore road, and could not return to assist in defending the 
town. In Ais retreat captain Hardy and four men were kill- 
ed. The infantry were also obliged to retreat^ and one hun- 
dred and twenty of them took post in the barrack^ and the re- 
tnainder defended the front. 

A clerg3pinan of the name of Magee, and nine protestants, 
took their station in a house which commanded the principal 
street) determined to defend it to the last extremity. Mr« Ma- 
gee's family, all the protestant women of the town, and even 
the wife of the rebel general Byrne, took refuge in this house; 
the lower part of which was barricaded^ four men placed m 
the rear to prevent it from being fired, and five. in die ircmt,- 
partly for its defence, and pardy to cover the adjoining barrack^ 
which being a thatched buildipg, could not be defended by the 
troops inside. 

Soon after this, the town was completely surrounded by an 
immense body of pikemen, who immediately fired it in many 
different places, while upwards of a thousand men poured 
upon it a heavy fire of musketry. In two hours, the whole of 
the town was in flames^ except the barrack and two other 
houses ; one of which contained the brave, litUe ' garrison 
already mentioned* The rebels finding they could not succeed 
in destroying the barrack, without possession of Mr* Magee's 
house which flanked the back part of it, they relinquished the 
former, and approached the latter in great force. With colours 
flying, and sounding their bugle lioms, they pushed carts be- 
fore them on which were placed feather-beds, to cover Ae at- 
tack, and seemed determined to conquer or die; but in spite 
of all. their efforts they were obliged to abandon it, leaving be- 
hind them twenty-eight men killed. Behind the house, |iext 
day, were found fifty dead bodies of pikemen^ and thirty more 
covered with clay. It would not have been possible for that 
gallant handful of men to have defended themselves for want 
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of ammimition^ had it not been for the assistance of a^ wounded 
officer, who sat behind a pier between two windows making 
cartridges ; whife his wife to the imminent danger of her life 
continued to distribute refreshments to the besieged during their 
fatiguing and dangerous service; and when their stock of balls 
was exhausted, she melted pewter plates, and with her own 
hands cast them into bullets^ which her husband made up into 
cartridges. ^ 

The engagement continued till near four o'clock in the after* 
noon, when the rebels drew off their force in a regular manners 
taking with them several cart loads of killed aad Wounded; 
though many of them were thrown into the burning houses and 
cdnsunted^ so that upon the whole not less than two hundred of 
them must have been destroyed. 

From die total want of shelter, as well as ammunition and pro# 
vision^ and being apprehensive of a fresh attack, the army re* 
solved to retreat to TuUow the same evenings having only 
eleven met^ killed and fifteen wounded* The rebels returned 
m the night and burnt the barracks and stores^ and destroyed 
the houses belonging to the loyalists for some miles round. 

As that column of rebels still continued to infest the country 
near 6orey, a detachment of the Tinnahely cavalry, under the 
command of captain Gowen, was sent to reconnoitre towards 
Monyseed. He saw th6 rebels near that town, in great forces 
having received considerable reinforcements after their flight 
from Tinegar-hill. Captain Gowen immediately sent an ex- 
press to general Needham, who ordered out colonel Puelston^ 
of the Ancient Britonsf with detachments of thait regiment, 
the fourth and fifth dragoons, die Gorey, Wingfield, and Bal- 
laghkeen cavalry. As the patrole advanced, they were inform- 
ed diat the rebels were near Ballyellis, and that they were in 
S^at want of ammunition. The colonel then 9aid he would put 
them all to the sword, and making all speed, he perceived them 
coining along the side of Kilcaven-hill. When the rebels aaw 
the cavalry advancing in so rapid and incautious a manner^ 
they immediately left the road and lay down under cover of the 
hedges, leaving all their horses, baggage-carts and wounded^ 
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which diey brought from the batde of Hacketstown, in the 
road* Here they lay till the cavalry came up in full speedy on 
which the rebels (^ened a most tremendous fire of musl^etiy 
t)n diem ; and being securely sheltered^ the cavalry could do 
no execudon, and were obliged to gallop, stooping under cover 
of die hedges ; and not being cautious enough to avoid the carts 
in the road, rode against some of them and were overthrown : 
those behmd pressing forward, and being also obliged to stoop, 
could not see them in time to stop, therefore tumbled one over 
another, horse over horse, whilst some of the horses feet got 
entangled in the carts, so that the road was strewed widi men 
and horses plunging and tumbling about* The rebels, taking 
advantage of this confusion,' pushed on them, piked and shot 
twenty-fiVe of the Ancient Britons, eleven of the fifth dragoons, 
"six Gorey cavalry, two Ballagbkeene cavalry^ and two loyalists 
who went out with the patrole, and wounded many others. 
The remainder escaped and passed on through Camew^ took 
another rout and arrived safely at Grorey. During this trans- 
acdon, the Wingfield dismounted cavalry and infantry, under 
captain Gowen, came up with the rebels, and being dressed in 
coloured clotfies, they thought they were part of their own forces. 
The yeomanry seeing their opportunity, attacked them with 
great spirit, killed a number of them, and made their retreat 
without the loss of a man. 

TRie rebels havitig acquired a strength of arms and ammunition 
by the defeat of the cavalry, and knowing that Camew was only 
garrisoned by about fifty yeomen, resolved on attacking it; but 
the yeomanry being informed of their intentions, took post in 
'a malt-house, and repulsed diem with great slaughter. The 
Tebels then retired to Ball3rellis, and in their retreat plundered 
"and destroyed a new house, the property of Sir John Jcrvis 
•White. ' 

They then repaired to Kilcaven, whence^ after a short stay, 
they proceeded to Ball3rraheen-*hill. In their march they killed 
(Twelve lo)ralists, and burned several houses. 

They were pursued by detachments of the Wingfield and 
ShiUelah cavalry, the Tinahcly infantry, the Coolatin and the 
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Kilkenna ; the whole makmg near two hundted pien. These 
troops endeavoured to get to fiallyraheen-hiU before die rebels, 
but could not. They £>und them advaotageously posted behind 
hedges, and notwittetanding tiiaty and their great superiority iii 
numbers, engaged them upwards of half an hour; .but wer« 
at last obliged to Vetreat. Captain Chamney of the Coolati^ 
captain Nixon of die Kilkenny, and seventeen privates were 
killed, and a number wounded. The victors then attacked 
captain Chamney 's house^ but were repulsed with loss by lieu- 
tenant Chamney, who, with several yeomen^ had taken post in 
it for its^ defenoe. 

The rebel force now assembled on a large hill which sepa- 
mes the counties of Wexford and Wicklow, called the White- 
heaps, and remained there until the fifth of July, when two 
columns arrived, one under sir James Duff, the other under 
general Needhaiii, with intention to surround the hill and make 
a general attack. The rebels having previously received in- 
formation of the movement of the king's troops^ moved off the 
hill very early in the morning; but were intel*cepted by the 
column under sir James Duff, and after a few rounds of grape 
shot were obliged to change the course of their retreat. They 
were closely pursued by sir James, and were soon after per- 
ceived by general Needham, who immediately joined in the 
pursuit, and finding that he was at too great a distance for his 
infantry to come up with tfaem^ he pushed on with his cavalry, 
ordering the infantry to follow, and in a short time joined sir 
James Duff. After a pursuit of twelve miles, during which 
many of them threw away their clothes, the rebels resolved to 
come to an engagement, bein^ almost exhausted with hunger 
and fatigue. For this purpose they formed behind the hedges 
and waited the attack of the troops. 

When sir James arrived he began the attack by a discharge 
of grape-shot from his curricle guns, and the contest continued 
for some time ; but when the infantry came up, the rebels were 
routed with great slaughter. The loss of the army amounted 
to about twenty, t^at of the rebels to about a hundred* 
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We shaH uow return to view the operations of the principal 
body of rebeb under general P^rty, in irfiich consisted tte 
principal strength of the conspiracy, leaving the remnant of 
the force defeated • by general^ Buff iQ.cany on that cjesultoiy 
warfare which, they for some time maintained in the Wicklow 
mountains. • 



* :• • 



CHAPTER XII. 



GENERAL Perry finding it would l^ impossible to do any 
more execHtion in the county of Wexford^ it be^ng so full of 
troops, and the rebel forces at the same time considerably di- 
minished, now prqceeded to the county of Kildare, where he 
formed a junction with a large body of rebels commanded by 
Michael Aylmer, expecting to penetrate into the north of Ireland; 
but Aylmer prevailed on him to abandon that enterprise and 
attack Clonard, as there was but a small force to defend it; 
then march by Kilbeggen to the Shannon and surprise Athlone, 
where he expected great reinforcements. This plan being 
adopted, their united forces marched on the eleventh of July to 
put it into execution. 

The military at Clonard were unapprised of the mtention of 
the rebels imtil they were informed of their approach. Every 
preparation was inmiediately made. The yeomen assembled, 
and imder the direction of lieutenant Tyrrel, were placed in the 
most advantageous positions. An old turret at the end of the 
lieutenant's garden, which commanded the road the rebels were 
advancing by, was occupied by six of the corp^, one of whom 
was the lieutenant's son^ only sixteen years old. The rebels 
advanced so rapidly that the gate leading to the court-yard was 
•bilged to be closed before all the guard assembled; so that 
when lieutenant lyrrel came to ascert^n his strength, he had 
but twenty-'Sev^ men, including his own three sons, the eldest 
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of whom was only eighteen years of age. Such a critical situa* 
tion.required all the firmness^ skill, and intrepidity of a veter^. 
Though the lieutenant had never served in any. military capaci- 
ty, his good sense supplied the want of experience, and his 
courage furnished resources adequate to the magiutude of the 
occasion* His men were equally zealous and determined to 
maintain their post. After sending a supply of ammunition to 
the advanced post at the turret, he retired into his dwelling 
house with the main body^ of whom he selected the best marks- 
men, placed th^m at those windows from which they were most 
likely to aimoy the enemy, and requested that they would not 
fire without taking good aim, ' 

The advanced guard of the rebels, consisting of three hun- 
dred cavalry, commanded by Andrew Farrell, approached the 
turret, apprehending no danger* Young Tyiyel fired the first 
shot, which mortally wounded Farrell ; and the rest inunediate- 
ly fired on the cavalry, which threw them into such confusion 
that they fled beyond the reach of their guns* The rebel in- 
' fantry then coming up, passed the turret under cover of a wall, 
and taking post behind a hedges on the other side of the road, 
mamtained a constant fire on it, but without effect* The infantiy 
which had passed the turret being joined by another party which 
had advanced by a different road, for they purposed surrounding 
the town, stationed a strong guard on the bridge, to prevent 
any reinforcements from arriving in that direction* The marks* 
men at the windows soon put to flight this guard, after killing 
ten or twelve of them, and not one of them appeared afterwards 
on the bridge, so that the communication with the western road 
was preserved, which we shall find to have been of consid^iabk 
importance* 

Being thus defeated in the first onset, the rebels became en- 
raged^ and determined on revenge* A. large party contrived to 
get into the garden, and some of them rushed into the tunr^U 
The j'eomen were upon the upper floor, and had dragged up 
the ladder by which they ascended. The rebeb thfen en4^a- 
vouret I to climb up on each other and get into the upper story; 
but at. ftist as they appeared they were killed by the yeomen* 
Seme ran pikes into the floor^ and others fired through it», but 
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wtehocit e0ect, until twenty-seven of theur men lay dead on the 
ground«-floor. T^ey tken brought a quantity of straw and set 
the turret on fire. Two of the yeomen, one of whom was 
young Tyrrel} were kiUed in attempting to escape; the other 
four leaped from a window, smd under^ cover of a wall got into 
the house. The rebels then set fire to the toll-house and some; 
other cabins, to annoy the garrison, and threw some of their 
dead into the flames. The conflict had now lasted near six hours, 
when about five m the evening a reinforcement was descried 
from the house : the hopes of the yeomen were elevated, aild 
they fought with increased vigour. One of the yepmen, who 
had been excluded by the sudden shutting of the gates in the 
morning, finding he coidd be of no use, repaired to Kinnegad^ 
and represented the situation of his friends at Clonard. Lieu* 
tenant Moughtoti^ with fourteen of the Kinnegad infantry, and 
a Serjeant with eleven of the Northumberland fencibles, being 
all that could be spared, immediately marched for Clonard. As 
soon as they arrived lieutenant Tyrrel sallied from the house^ 
and formed a junction with them on the road which leads to 
the bridge, which had been kept open. A few vollies cojn* 
pletely cleared the roads, and having then placed the Kinnegad 
infantry and Northumberland fencibles in such positions as 
most effectually to gall the enemy in their retreat from the 
garden, lieutenant Tjrrrel with a few chosen men undertoolc to 
drive them from it. Some of ttom were posted upon a mounts 
planted with fir trees, which afforded some protection, others lay 
concealed behind a privet hedge, from whence they could see 
«very person who entered. The lieutenant and his party were 
received by a discharge from both bodies. No time was lost 
in attacking those behind the hedge, who were obliged to retire 
to the mount. The action then became very warm, and. the 
rebels seemed determined to maintain their advantageous situa'^t 
tioiu The yeomen, but few in number, and six of them 
wounded, the rest almost overcome with fatigue, could hot 
think of retiring! still they persevered and maintained a steady 
and well-directed fire on the enemy till they co^ipeUed them to 
retreat, when the Kinnegad infantry aad Northi^mberland fen* 
cibles made great havoc. 

Kk 
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This victory, as brilliant as any that occurred during the 
rebellion, was now complete. There were upwards -of a hun- 
dred and fifty of the enemy killed, and a great number wounded* 

The rebels retreated from Clonard along the DubUn road; 
and, after proceeding some distance, turned towards the right 
and took possession of lord Harberton's house at Carbeiy, 
where they drank wine and spirits to excess* 

On the twelfth of July ^hey proceeded to Johnstown, and 
fix)m thence to the Nineteen-mile house. They were pur^ied 
by parties of the Limerick militia and Edenderry yeoman ca- 
valrj'-, under the command of colonel Gough, who attacked and 
defeated them. They then fled in confusion^ leaving all their 
cattle, stores, &c. behind them; and were pursued by general 
Myers with a detatchment of the Buckinghamshire militia and 
a few of the Dublin yeomanry, who drove them towards Slane 
in the county of Meath. They then marched in the night to 
tiie Boyne, after passing which they were pursued by two di- 
visions under generals Weyms and Meyrick, 

The rebels formed again in a strong position on the road to 
Ardee; but when the Sunderland regiment arrived, they were. 
' routed and obliged to fly in all directions. They were then 
charged by the cavalry, and a great slaughter ensued. iSome 
of the rebels fled to Ardee, the rest over the Boyne towiffds 
Garretstown, where they were again pursued and . attacked by 
detachments of the Carlow and Fermanagh miUtia, the Swords 
infantry, part of the Dumfries dragoons, and three corps of 
yeomen cavalry, all under the command of captain Gordon of 
the Dumfries, who, in the course of a few da^s, killed great 
numbers and finally dispersed them. 

Perry and father Kearns escaped into the king's couht)^; but 
were soon after taken and brought prisoners to. Edendeny, 
where they were tried by court-martial and executed on the 
twenty-first of July. , Aylmer and Fitzgerald, with some o^er 
leaders, surrendered on condition of being transported. JGrarret 
and William Byrne also surrendered on the same terms^ but 
as it was proved that the latter had been guilty , of various injur- 
ders, he was tried by court-martial and executed at Wicklow^ 
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on the twenty-sixth of September, seventeen hundred and 
ninety-nine. 

One body of rebels which escaped from Vinegar-hill retreated 
into the county of Kilkenny, under the command of father John 
Murphy of Boulavogue, by the Scullagh gap, and thence to- 
ward Castlecomer, hoping to excite an insurrection in that 
quarter; particularly among the colliers. Entering the gap, 
and driving forward a few troops who attempted to oppose 
them, they entered and burned the village of Kiledmond. They 
then proceeded toward Newbridge, where they arrived on the 
twenty-third of June. Lieutenant Dixon, with twenty-five of 
the Wexford regiment, and a small party of the 4th dragoons, 
was stationed there, and determined to defend it. They there- 
fore took post on the bridge to prevent their passing the river, 
but were soon defeated by the rebels and obliged to retreat, 
with the loss of twenty-seven men taken prisoners, of whom 
seven> condemned as orangemen, were soon after shot.^ An 
express having been dispatched to general Asgil at Kilkenny^ 
he repaired to Newbridge to stop their progress, but arrived 
too late, the enemy having commenced their march to the 
ridge of Leinster, within fiye miles of Castlecomer, where they 
spent the night. 

The garrison of Castlecomer, consisting chiefly of a few 
yeomen, had been reinforced by a troop of the 4th dragoons, a 
company of the Waterford, and a company of the Dpwnshire 
militia, and twenty infantry and forty cavalry of the Cullinagh 
yeomen, making in the whole about two hundred and fifty 
men, mostly cavalry. ' ^ 

Early in the morning of the twenty-fourth of June, a recon- 
noitring party was sent out, which found the rebels advancing 
the main body in the roadie with consfderable wings on each 
side. The party being nearly surrounded before they observed 
them (owing to a thick fog,) was obliged to retreat precipitately 
with great loss. The main body of the army, seeing the re- 
connoitring party retreat in such confusion, joined ttem and fled 
into the town, and a number of them taking po^t in four houses 
which commanded the bridge, kept up a constant fire on the 
rebels as they advanced. The wings now extended, forded the 
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tvrer, and set fire to the town in several places* General Asgi, 
at length arriving, commenced a heavy fire on the town witb 
his artilleiy, not knowing that many loyalists were stiU in it 
making a gallant defence* This firings however, considerably 
annoyed the rebels, and determined them to retire from the 
town about four o'clock in the afternoon. The generalf faow- 
ever^ considered the town not tenable, and the remaining loy- 
alists were consequently obliged to retreat with him to Solkennyt 
leaving their goods a prey to the enemy^ who again tmk pos- 
session of the town on the retreat of the aitny. 

The loss of the rebels in thb action might be near two hm^ 
dred in killed and wounded. 

The enemy immediately began to plunder the houses of the 
loyalists who retreated, and committed every excess* The 
main, body afterwards retired to the hij^ grounds, where they 
remained till die following day. Being disappointed of raising 
an insurrection in the county of Kilkenny, where few had joined 
them, they determined to retreat back into the county of "Wex- 
ford, through ScuUagh gap. On the twenty-fifth of ,June tbef 
marched from the ridge with this resolution, proceeded toward 
Newbridge, and took post near that town on a rising ground s|t 
a place called Kilcomney. Here they were ^attacked on three 
sides at once, about six o'clock on the following morning, by 
the army under general Asgil, amounting to near twelve hun- 
dred effective men, and that of major Matthews, amounting tp 
five hundred men, composed chiefly of the Downshire militia 
from Maryborough. The alacrity of the latter army to attack 
the insurgents, seems to have been the cause why they were 
not allowed to escape into the coimty of Wexford without a 
batde. After about an hour's firing of cannon, the rebels, 
fearing that |they would be surrounded, fled {precipitately, and 
in the greatest confusion, towards ScuUagh gap, leaving all 
their cannon, ammunition, and plunder, in ih& hands of the anny. 
They were pursued with slaughter by the cavalry near six 
miles. Their artillery consisted of ten light field pieces and 
some swivels. Among the booty were one hundred and seven- 
ty catde, one himdred sheep, and seven hundred horses. 
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The loss of the kingf s troops has been stated by the general 
at only seven men: that of the rebels aniounted to upwards of 
two hundred. They, however, forced their way through the 
gap, in which they were opposed by a small body of troops^ 
and directed their course through the dwarf woods near Ferns 
to the Wicklow moimtains« i 

Father John Murphy, the commander in chiefs was taken i 

soon after and hanged at Tallow* 'His body was burned and 
his head fixed on the market-house* 



CHAPTER Xm. 



MEANTIME Ulster, the quarter in which the principles of 
the United Irishmen had first appeared, the best acquainted 
with the usip of arms, and the most enlightened province of 
Ireland — ^where government had reason to be most of all ap- 
prehensive of the consequences of insurrection— continued in a 
state of ahpost perfect tranquility* The inhabitants of this 
province, chiefly presbyterians, though perhaps possessed of 
greater courage than the people of the southern districts, yet 
appear to have acted with the greatest caution and circumspec- 
tion. Though the mail-coaches did not arrive, the signal for 
their rising, they resolved to*wait till they should learn whether 
their brethren in the south had actually appeared in arms. 
Xiord O^Neil, however, governor of the county of Antrim, m 
consequence of certain intelligence that an insurrection was 
shortly to take place in that county, summoned the magistrates 
to meet on the seventh of June at the town of Antrim, in order 
to concert measures for its suppression. The leaders of the 
associati9n5 apprised of his lordship's designs^ and convinced 
that something must immediately be done, resolved, in order to 
counteract those designs, to appear in arms on the same day^ 
and, with their followers, to seize the town> together with his 
lordship and the magistrates, whom they intended to detain as 
hostages, in the midst of their deliberations. In the town was 
a quantity of ammunition, and a great number of arms sur- 
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rendered at different times by the disaffected, which* they als6 
hoped to regain, possession of* 

The attack was accordingly made about two o'clock in the 
afternoon, wid> such impetuosity, that the troops were quickly 
overpowered, and the town nearly completely taken. A re- 
inforcement, however, having been ordered to march to Antrim, 
by the commander in the district, general Nugent, arrived at 
the very moment, and attacked the rebels, now within the town. 
But the vanguard^ consisting of cavalry, being repulsed with 
the loss of twenty men, three of whom were officers, colonel 
Durh^un ordered the artillery to batter the town, which soon 
compelled the insurgents to abandon it. They fled towards 
Shanes-castle (the residence of Lord O'Neil) and Randalstown> 
whither they were pursued with the slaughter of about two 
hundred men. They left behind them a six-pounder, two cur- 
ricle guns which they had taken from the king's troops, and a 
considerable quantity of small arms. Amongst the losses of 
the loyalists were colonel Lumley of the' 22d dragoons and 
lieutenant Murphy wounded; cornet Dunn killed/ and lord 
O'Neil mortally wounded. 

About half-past one on the seventh, a body of insurgents 
attacked Randalstown,' where fifty of the Toome yeomanry sur- 
rendered to them. At ten o'clock they abandoned the town 
and marched to Toome, where they remained two daysl 

An attack was made on the morning of the seventh upoh 
the town of Lame, by a small body which was repulsed by the 
garrison, consisting of a detachment of the Tay fenoibles under 
a subaltern officer. 

Feeble attempts wfcre made on Ballymene and Ballycastle. 

Bisgusted by so many defeats, the main body retired to 
Donegor-hitt, where the greater part broke or surrendered their 
anns, and nearly the whole of them dispersed, to which they 
were incited by the exhortations of Mr. M'Cloverty, a magis- 
ti*ate whom they had taken prisoner. 

On the eighth of June a partial insurrection comn^enced in 
the county of Down; a numerous body of rebels having made 
their appearance in the neighbourhood of Saintfield, under the 
command of a doctor Jac]c;3on of Newtpwnarda. Colonel 
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Siapleton having received information to thisr effect, immediate- 
ly n:iarched with a detachment of York feneibles, with some 
yeomen cavalry and infantry, and two pieces of artillery, towards 
Samtfield* On the pinth the rebels elected Henry Mttnro, a 
shopkeeper of Lisbum, their general; and having been informed 
of colonel Stapleton^s. approach, placed themselves in ambush 
on each side of the road he had to pass, about a quarter of r 
mile from Saintfield. Theyjiuffered the ^atest part of the 
army to pass unmolested, and then opened a heavy fire on tfaeir 
rear^ which consisted of cavalry» and so far succeeded that the 
royal army was for some time in danger of total defeat, hav-> 
ing lost about fifty of their number, among whom were captain 
Chetwynd, lieutenant Unitt, and ensign Sparks, together with 
the Rev. Mr. Mortimer^ who had just joined them* 

The infantry^ however, on whom the cavalry had been driven 
in confusion, rallying with a cool intrepidity, at length dislodged 
the rebels, who fled in the greatest disorder toward* Newtown- 
ardsy with a considerable losts in killed and wounded. The 
army, afteV retaining pcyissession of the field of batde for two 
hours, retreated to Belfast* 

The day after the rlebeld were defeated At Saintfield, they 
attacked a small body of troops who had taken post in the 
market^house at Newtownards, to guard a quantity of anmiuni- 
tion, baggage, &c. These finding they could not withstand the 
superior force of the enemy, at length consented to capitulate, 
and marched to Belfast* 

Having now gained a considerable quantity of ammimition, 
and little discouraged by the defeat at Saintfield, the rebels re- 
assembled and took post at Ballynahinch, on the Windmill-hill, 
and at the house and in the demesne of lord Moira. 

On the twelfth of June general Nugent marched against 
them from Belfast, with a detachment of the 22d dragoons, the 
Monaghan militia, and some yeomen cavalry and infantry; and 
was joined by colonel Stewart with his party from Downpatrick, 
making in all hear fifteen hundred men. After a few dischar- 
ges of artillery the rebels were driven from the hill, and obliged 
to join their friends at lord Mofaa's, with the lods of a colcMiel 
who was taken and hanged. General Nugent then took posses- 



$lpn of the hilU and both armies speat the night in preparations 
for battle, which began on the morning of the thirteenth, when 
the town was set on fire by the king's troops. The action was 
maintained with little or no exegution, the rebel c^nQon being 
small, and the shells from the royal army bursting in the air* 
At length .the Monatgh^i miUday with tyro field-pieces, posted 
ftt the great gate, were attacked with such determined courage 
by the rebel pikemen, that they w^re obliged to fall back on the 
Hillsborough cavalry^ who .al$o. retired in great confusion. The- 
troops afterwards found means to rally^ while the Argyleshir^ 
fencibles were making their attack on another quarter* Hi© 
rebels, confused and distracted^ retreated up the hill, an4 nutking 
a resolute stand at its summit, at ^ kind of fortification defend-: 
ed that post fqr a considerable time, but were at length com^ 
palled to g^ve way in all directions, with the loss of their cannon 
and about two hundred men in killed and wounded* 

Tlie loss of the king's army in this engagement may have 
amoimted to about forty, of whom two were officers^ captain 
Evatt killed and lieutenant Erllis wounded. 

The main body of rebels retreated to the mountain^ of Sleeve 
Croob, where they soon after sepaxtited and returned to their 
several homes. Some of the leaders were soon after apprehend*- 
ed and executed, and thus terminated this short and partial but 
active and vigorous insurrection^ 

On the eleventh of June the rebels made an attack upon thei 
town of Portaferry, but were repulsed by a small party of 
yeomanry, under the command of captsun Matthews^ assisted by, 
the fire of a revenue cruiser, commanded by captain Hopkins^ 
with the loss of forty men* 

" On the subsiding of thid local rebellion in the northrea^tetn^ 
quarter of Ireland, 4mother local rebellion, much inferior ia 
vigour^ and very easily suppressed, commenced in the opposite 
south-western quarter, in the county of Cork. Accompanied 
with the same kind of violent acts as elsewhere in the south^ 
and exhibiting nothing extraordinary or peculiar, it requires 
little notice. The principal action, and the only one which 
government has thought proper to communicate to the public, 

LI 
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took place near the vilage of Ballynascarty, where, on the nine- 
teenth of Jimcp two hundrcid and twenty men of the Westmeath 
regiment of militia, with two six-poundet8» under the command 
of their lieutenant-coloneU sir Hugh O'Reilly, were attacked 
on their march from Cloghnakilty to Bandon by a body of 
between three and four hundred meni> armed almost all with 
pikes. This was only a part of the rebel force, here placed in 
ambush in a very advantageous position. The attack was made 
from a height on the left of the column^ so unexpectedly and 
rapidly, that the troops had scarcely time to form ; but the as- 
sailants were quickly repulsed with some loss> and retreated to 
the height. Here, if the soldiers had pursued them» from which 
they were with great difl&culty restrained, they would probably 
have been surrounded and slaughtered like the North- Cork de- 
tachment at Oulart. "While die officers were endeavouring to 
form the m^n again, a body of rebels were making a motion to 
seize the cannon^ and another body made its appearance on .the 
high grounds in its rear; but, at the critical moment, a hundred 
men of the Caithness legion, under the command of major Innes, 
who on their march to Cloghnakilty had heard the report of 
guns, came to their assistance, and by a brisk fire put the assail- 
ants to flight on one side^ after which those who were on the 
heights behind retired on receiving a few discharges of the 
artillery. The loss of the rebels in this action may perhaps 
have amounted to between fifty and a hundred men; diat of the 
royal troops^ by the commander's accoCtnt, only to a sergeant 
and a private.'* 

During all this time the metropolis remained perfectly tran- 
quily except in cases of alarm wfthin and accounts of hostilities 
in the country. Soon after the rebellion broke out, a number 
of gendemen, apprehended as rebel leadess, in the city, were 
tried and executed, among whom were Heniyand John Shearesj 

Lord Comwallis, who had been appointed lord lieutanant, 
made his entrance into Dublin on the twentieth of June, which 
was soon after left by lord Camden, who retired to England. 

On the tenth of July a proclamation was published in the 
Dublin Gazette, offering a general pardon and protection to the 
insurgents, in case of their surrendering and returning to their 
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allegiance. This proclatnatioii produced an agreement hetw^n 
government and tfie chiefs of the United Irish, by which the 
latter and all others who should avail themselves of the offer, 
including Mr. Oliver Bond, then under sentence of death, were 
40 glve^ every information concerning their transactions, and to 
quit the kingdom, on condition of befhg pardoned. The agree* 
ment was signed on the twenty-ninth of July by seventy-three 
persons, and six of the principal leaders, among whom were 
Dr. M<Nevin, Thomas Addis Emmett, Arthur O'Connor, and 
Samuel Xeilscm, who gave detsdls on oath in their exaniinations 
before the secret committees of both houses of parliament* 

Notwithstanding this agreement, fifteen of the principal pri- 
soners were detained in custody. Mr. Oliver Bond died sud- 
denly in prison. 



tHAFfER XIV. 



"WHILE gbvernment was led to concliide that tEis bloody 
and desolating civil war was completely quelled, the rebeffion 
again burst forth in a quarter where it had been least c^ sdl 
expected, and wherei not the smallest sign of disafiection had 
appeared. We allude to the province of Connaught. This 
quarter, however, was roused to insurrection by the landing in 
the bay of Rillalla, on the twenty-second of August, of eleven 
hundred French troops, including seventy officers, with a con- 
siderable quantity of Arms, clothing, and ammunition, under the 
command of general Humbert. These were disembarked 
from three frigates, and formed only the vanguard of that army 
which afterwards fell a prey to a British squadron. 

The garrison of the town of Killalla^ consisting of only fifty 
men, thirty of whom were yeomen, the remainder a detachment 
of the Prince of Wales fencibles) after a S|pirited attempt to op- 
pose the entrance of the French vanguard, between seven and 
eight o'clock of the evening of the twenty-second, were obliged 
to retreat with precipitation, having two of their number killed ; 
and lieutenant Sills of the fencibles, captain Kirkiydod of the 
yeomen, and nineteen privates taken prisoners. 



^ All opposition being now at mn end,'^ says the narrator* of 
what passed at KillaUa after the landing of the French troops, 
♦* the French general marched into the castle yard at the head 
of his officers, and demanded to ^ee Mons. PEveque. Very for- 
tunately for his family, and, iiwleed, as it afterwards appeared, 
for the town and neighbourhood, the bishop was tolerably fluent 
iti th^ French language, having in his youth had the advantage 
of foreign travel. Humbert desired him to be under no appre- 
hension, himself and all his people should be treated with the 
most respectful attention, and nothing should be taken by the 
French troops but what was absolutely necessary for their sup- 
port : a promise which, as long as those troops continued at 
Killalla, was most religiously observed, excepting only a small 
sally of ill humour or roughness on the part of the commander 
towards the bishop, which shall be related presently* 

** In the midst of all his hurry in giving the necessary orders 
for landing the remainder of his force, and appointing their 
quarters, general Humbert found time that very evening to 
enter into a very long conversation with the bishop on tho 
subject of his invasion, and the sanguine hppes he entertained 
of its speedy and complete success. Such a powerful armament 
Was to be sent out without delay from the French ports, to 
second his prinlary adventure, that not a doubt could in reason 
subsist, but Irdand would be a free and happy nation, under 
the protection of France, within the space of a- month* A 
directory was immediately to be set up in the province of 
Connaught, some of the members of which were already a,p- 
pointed ; but there was still a place for a person of the ability 
and consequence of the. bishop of KillaUa, if hi chose to em- 
brace the fortunate opportunity at once of serving himself and 
liberating his countr}% The bishop at that time made^no answer 
except by a bow to the personal compliment j but when the 
application was afterwards seripusly repeated to him in their 
common bed-chamber, by the two principal officers, Humbert 
^d Serrasin, he smiled, and said he had takeii too many oaths 
of alle^ance to his sovereign to have it in his power to change^ 

* Suppose t» be the bislvop of Killalla. 
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They replied he was a man of honour, and that it was far 
from the intention of their gavemment to force liberty upon 
any man. 

" The remainder of the first evening was employed in a strict 
examination of captain Kirkwood, the magistrate, as to the sup- 
plies that could be drawn from the town and neighbourhood to 
assist the progress of the invaders. The queries were inter- 
preted by some Irish officers who came with the French. Mr. 
Kirkwood answered with such an appearance of frankness and 
candour that he gained the esteem of the French general, who 
told him he was on his parole, and should have full permission 
to return to his family and attend to his private affairs. But this « 
good humour between them did not continue long. Kirkwood 
had a sickly wife, an amiable woman, of whom he was doatingly 
fond. The terror of the invasion wrought so upon her weak 
nerves, that after escaping on the first night to the castle» she 
crept away the day after to some hiding place in the mountsuns, 
four or five miles from the town, from which she sent word to 
her husband that she was but just alive. Attentive only to her, 
he forgot his parole of honour to the French ; and it was not till 
after he had been some time by his wife's bed-side, that he 
recollected the cii^:umstance of his having transgressed the 
bounds within which he had promised to confine himself. Not 
knowing what punishment he might have incurred by this 
breach of the laws of war, he took the. desperate resolution of 
withdrawing himself to the wild district of Erris, about ten 
miles from Killalla, on the sea coast, into which a carriage can- 
not pass, as it is a frightful track of bog and mouidtain, though 
tolerably well' peopled. Here he remained several days with 
only one attendant, in constant dread of being robbed and mur- 
dered by the rebels, and forced to take up his residence at nig^t 
in caves among the rocks, when he could not reach a smoky hut 
belonging to some peasant whom he could trust. At one time 
especially, he owed his life to the good offices of Ferdinand 
O^Donnel, a young man, a tenant under the see Kilhlla, who 
was soon to make a conspicuous figure in these troubles. 
O'Donnel had been employed in some little post in the revenue 
at Cork, whence he had lately returned to his own country, to 

P 
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look after his small farm-, and to take care bif his mother, a young 
brother^ and sisters. He. knew Mr. Kirk wood; as indeed no 
man was better known nor more popular in all that neighbour- 
hood, being a good-humoured man^ well versed in the Irish 
language, and useful as a merchant conducting an extensive 
trade between KiUalla and. the Irish and English ports. With 
difficulty 0<Donnel was able to protect the furtive for one night 
only in his farm-house ; but he incurred the hatred of the rebels 
so much for this act of humanity, that after seeding away Kirk- 
wood in the momingy he was fain to take the road to Killalla 
himself the same day. It is more than probable, however^ that 
he was glad of the pretence for running to the scene of action, 
where his vanity, whispered him, that he should find occasion 
to distinguish himself. ^Kirkwood soon after, by the hclp^ of a 
trusty protestant of the name of Rogers, contrived to make his 
situation known to-the bishop, wha represented the business to 
the French officers in such a^ight^ as proceeding merely from 
madvertence, that a passport was granted, in consequence of 
which, Mr. Kirkwood^ after many intervening perils, found 
means to get back to KillaUa. There he had reason to mourn 
pver the ill ^consequences of the hasty step he had taken, when 
he quitted the defence of his house and property. Enraged at 
his breach of parole, the French had taken every thing xhiy 
wanted out of his stores ; oats, salt, and iron, to a considerable 
amount ; nor had they been careful to prevent depredations by 
the rebels in his dweUingJious^, as they would have done if he 
had not filed; so that when he returned^ he found it almost a 
wreck. 

^" But it is time to iodk back to what happened at the castle 
in the commencement of the invasion. For-^a century past 
Ireland had known nothing of the horrors of war, but from 
description. Our obscure corner of the island had less reason 
than almost any other part to look for a disturbance from foreign 
enemies. Neither was there just cause of suspicion, that the 
county of MayO, at least, had caught any portion ot that midig- 
nant spirit of disloyalty and religious intolerance, the effects of 
which in the county of Wexford, we in Connaught had been 
htcly deploring, not without a mixture of gfatulation on our 
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own escape from the Tike. It is not to be wondered, therefore^ 
if taken in the midst of profound security, the inhabitants were 
s$^i2ed with a panic, as general as it was terrible. 

*« The dining-room at the csisde^ which a few minutes before 
witnessed nothing but mirth and festivity, was filled inomedi- 
stely, from one end to the other, with French officers and 
soldiers^ dragging in arms and baggage, widi prisoners under-* 
going examination ; aiid in one part with a surgeon and assistants 
dressing a severe, wound received in the late skirmish by a 
surly-looking officer of die French granadiers* All the lower 
part of the house, together with the court-^'ard, and offices, was 
occupied by the soldiery, to the number of at least three hun- 
dred. And here it would be an act of great injustice to the 
excellent discipline constantly maintained by these invaders 
while they remained in out* town, not to remark^ that with every 
temptation to plunder/ which the time and the number of valur* 
able aiticles within their reach presented to them,^fr6m a side* 
board of plate and glasses^ a hall filled widi hats, whips, znd 
great coats, as weU of the guests as of the family, not a single 
particular of pri\ ate property was- found to have been carried 
away, when the owners, after the first fright wa^ oVer, came to 
look for their effects, which was not for a day or two after the 
lahding. Immediately upon entering the dining-room, a French 
officer had called for ithe bishops buder, and gathering up the 
spoons and the glasses^ had desired him to take them to his 
pantry. 

'< On the middle floor of the new house, the drawing-room 
was converted into a prison for the yeomen, till they were sent 
o^n the twenty-sixth to Ballina, when it returned to the posses- 
won of the family. A store-room on the same floor was left 
undisturbed; the two bed-chambers adjoining were reserved 
for the general and his principal officers. The attic story, con- 
taining a library and three bed-chambers, continued sacred to 
the bishop and his family. And so scrupulous was the delicacy 
of the French not to disturb the female part of the house, 
that not one of them was ever seen to go higher than the middle 
floor, except on the evening of their success at Casdebar, when 
two officers begged leave just to carry to the family the ncwsot 
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the baMe, and seemed a litdef mortified that thd intelligeiice ura^ 
received with an air of dissatisfaction. 

^ it is not easy by any force of language t6 eoi^ey ai^ ade^ 
qi^ate idea of the miseries of that first night, which succeeded 
to tin landing of the enemy. To the terrified tmaglnajtibns 
of the town's |>eople, the casde instantly presented itself, ^ th6 
only place whei^ they cotild have a chance of safety. Thither 
accordingly they fled, TrithoUt distinction of age^ sex, <ir condi- 
tion, forcing their way into every comer of the house and offices^ 
occupjnbg the stair^cases, spreading tltrough th6 bed-chambets^ 
and soiike of ihem eveil thrusting themselves and their ohfldrait 
into the same beds, with the infants c^ the bishop's family* 
Women diat hkd Istin sick in then: beds for a month btfdre^ 
and one <AA lady past eig^, who was bed-rid, and believed txy 
be at die pofaxt of death, gathering strengib from despluir, cod* 
trived to work their way to th€ veiy top of the bofusey €3hur9» 
were pbccd round the lobby of the attic aCory> on Whkh liie 
fiunily, widi some of dieir princi^ acijuaiiitanee^ remained 
iridiout a thought of repose for the wh<de nig^t. , Indeed the' 
leaden hand of sleep could not have dosed an)r eye4idi» but thos<^ 
of an infant; The wfable hpu^ rerioimded like a bedlam with* 
the bquaoky df the Fre^lchaHeifir beiow^ ^d the shrieks saiA 
groans of tivs fugitives above. A^i^ng the last there wanted 
not some, who soug^ coinsolatKMi ttota. the whiskey bottle, i» 
consequence of #htch they beoisi^ pllesendy so damoi^ous^ and 
troublesomey tiiat it ¥ras necessary to resOrain them by force. 

^< Of die Company that had ^iied at the. castle that day, twe» 
dergymea made their escape on fik>t^ and gsdnedthe neighboui^p 
ing mountaina, leaving their horses to* be aeiaed by the Frecidw 
^e dean of fSXMhif parish minisfecsr. of the town) the Bty* 
Thomas Thompson^ brought his wife and children fxxim hk 
<»wn dwsHiiig to the? casde, ^bere th^ wer€ sheltered wfA the 
cordiality due tb the un^kmrnon eadoeUesite cl* thehr characHnv 
and continued th^re till » graeioub Providenee 'wrought 'oiU 
deltvet^ance* The bishop had/evely relmii to rejdice^ thai in 
his distress he should have been so fortunate as to be assisted 
h the judgmeiti, the steadiness, and tempei', of dean Thompion 
^d doctor Ellison. ThislUistgentlemaB^ indeed ctemianixtfsritii 

Mm 
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him but one week, being dismissed on^his parole to.Castlebar; 
but wherever he was, the bishop felt the beneficial effects of his 
active and friendly disposition. The Rev. Robert Nixon» curate 
of the parish^ a most worthy and valuable young man^ was also 
an inmate at the castle during t)te whole time of the troubles. 
The Rev. Mr. Little^ from the neighbouring parish^ of Lackan^ 
embraced the same asylum, after he had been driven from his 
parsonage by the insurgents, who left him neither house nor 
property. The bishop's own family consisted of himself^ his 
lady, his sister-in-law, Mrs. Cope, die Rev. James Burrowes 
(private tutor,) a young nephew, and eleven children.* The 
servants were thirteen' in number. 

. ^^ On the morning after his arrival, Humbert began his mili- 
tsdr^ operations by pushing forwards to Ballina a detachment 
of aliundred men, forty of whom he mounted on the bestiiorses 
he could lay his hand upon in the country. On the road he 
concealed Munder the arch of a bridge, adjoining to Solfadla, 
a sergeant's guard, to Watch the modons of any stragling party 
from the enemy; a measure of prudence which proved fatal to 
the Rev. George Fortescue (nephew to Lord Clermont) a cler- 
gyman of the dioces^ of the fairest character. This young 
gendeman, who had been enrolled in his brother's troop, in the 
county of Louth, had put himself at the head of a reconnoitring 
party from Ballina, and falling in with the ambuscade, received 
a wound in his gi'oin, of which he died in great agony, but 
with the most exemplary patience and resignatioh about nine 
days after. The carabineers and yeomanry of BaHina, after a 
short resistance, consulted their safety by flight, leaving the 
town and one of their company, in the hands of the French, a 
Newport cavalier> who was surprised in his bed before he had 
time to escape. 

** The person of this prisoner chancing to be large and cor- 
pulent) general Humbert chose to make a public exhibkioD of 
him, as die ^pMa opima of his victory. Placing him tiiei«£bre 
in his uniform, at his left hand, in a curricle drawn by two 

■ r* Mrs. Stock had fimr other children abroad^ two married 
^uglktersi and two officers serving in the army. 
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handsome horses, late the property of poor Bfr. Fdrtescue, the 
general rode back from Ballina into Killalla in triumph^ amidst 
the acclamations of a crowd of peasantry, as well as of hia ar- 
my. Tiie indolent captive, as he carried his eyes quietly round 
the throng, looked not unlike a sea-lion just aw;^ked out of 
hia sleep. - 

^ In war, it is said, the first success is every thing. The 
maxim was at least verified here^ by the in3tant accession of 
many hundreds of the country people to the cause of the 
French, which they affected to style the cause of Ireland aiid 
liberty^ A green flag was mounted over the castle gate, with 
the inscription erin go bragh^ importing, as I am told, Ireland 
for ever! This flag was the signal to invite as many as had 
the spirit to assert their freedom to join a brave people^ who 
were come for no other purpose but to make them independent 
and happy. The generous purpose was to be forwarded by the 
immediate delivery of arms, ammunition, and clothing, to the 
new levies of the country* Property was to be inviolable. 
Ready money was to come over in the ships expected ^ytty 
day from France. In the mean time^ whatever was brought 
in voluntarily, or taken by necessity to answer the occasions of 
the armyt should be punctually paid iat in drafts on the future 
directory, of which the owners of the goods demanded were 
courteously invited to accept. .For the first two or t^r^e days 
many people did apply for such drafts to the French commis- 
sary of stores, whose whole time appeared to be taken up widi 
writing them. Indeed the bishop himself was of opinion^ that 
the losers would act wisely to accept of themj not, as he told 
the people^ that they would ever produce payment where it was 
|Bt>mi8ed9 but because they might serve as documents toourowa 
government, when at a future period it should come to inquire 
into the losses sustained by its loy4 subjects. The trouble, 
however* of the commissary^ in issuing drafts on a bank in 
]Hro8pect, was not of long duiatipxi. The people »niled first, 
and he joined in the smile himself 'at last* when he offered the 
sury security. 

** But if cash was watxting, the promise of clothing and arms 
to the recruits was made good on the spot, and to a cotisider* 
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ab|e extent. Chests, contwing each forty fusils, and others 
£lled with new French umforms> and gaudy hdmits, being 
li^pe4 together in the castle-yard, the first that offered their 
service, received complete clothing; and these, by credible re- 
port, were aboiU a thousand in number. Tlie next comers, 
who were at least as many, had every thing but shoes and 
4M3odcii>gs« To the last^ arms oidy w^re given. And of arms 
jcclon4 Cbarost assured the bishop not less than five thouasmd 
£ve hundred. stand were in this .p]ace delivered out to the in* 
^ui^nts* The ipMisquets were pronounced, by those who were 
judges of themif tp be wd^ fabricated, thougjb their bore wa^ 
Itoo ^(iiall to adipit Snglish bullets. The carabines were re- 
inajrkable for their good/oess. Swdrds and pistqjLB, of which 
Ithere iras no g^eat plenty, wf^ ^served a§ msuxks of distinc- 
Jtion, to be distributed <^y ta l£ie rebel officers. 

^< It was a mdlancholy spectacle to those in the casde to wit^ 
Hess the eagerness, with which the unfortujoate rustics pressed 
feonrard to lay bold of these htai trappings, the ^ure harbingers 
of their QWU speedy destruc|i<)n. A very Uttle penetration was 
j;equired tp discover the mdness of expecting: final success in 
an enterprise conducted by such a force, s^gaiiist an army at thstf 
t^ in the kingdoJUf pf probably not less than a hundred ^ouf 
sand, men* ikut though tbe bait wa,s visible tQ fedfis of 
wy vepsfij ito the multitude it certainly was in pq small degree 
alluring. ... 

^^ The uncombed, ragged peasants who had never before 
Imown the luxuiy of shoes and stockings^ >iow washed, pow* 
deredf and full dressed^ was metamorphosed into another beings 
the rather because the far greater part of these mountainem 
were by no means deficient either in siae or person. * Look at 
these poor f<^ws,' said Hmnhert with an air (tf triumph to ths 
{lishop, ^ they are made> you find, of the same stuff t^itb our- 
selves.? A stiU stronger temptation offered iisdU^ to people un- 
accus.t6med to animal food, in a full enjoyment of fresh meat 
The least allowance pf beef for a day was one pound to each 
recruit. This was devoured with an avidity that excited 
sometimes the mirth, sometimes the contempt of their French 
WMpciates. An' officer protested^ Aat having for curiosity 
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trusted an Irishn^pii at once with an allowance of eight 
pounds Qf dressed meat, he saw the creature throw himself on 
the ground and begin to gnaw it «o eagerly, that he was sure 
he would not rise until he had consumed it* 

<< The expectation of spoil undoubtedly came in for a full 
share of the inducements that prompted the indigent to shake 
off the restraints of civil, rule, and armed him against hia we^« 
thy neighbours. It is a debt due to jusdce, however^ to ob* 
serve that if the first who joined the enemy were enticed by 
hope to a foreign standard, very many took the same ro^d afters- 
wards merely through fear. Cireat pains were takep by the 
early insurgents to frighten their neighbours into the same in- 
closure of peril with themselves, pardy by the most horrid me* 
naces, in case of refusal to join the common cause, and pardy 
by spreading lies of the {u-otestants^ whom they represented 
as Orangemen, universally bent on the excision of the catho-^ . 
lies. 

When the united weight of so many temptations is duly es*- 
timated, operating besides on a body of peasantry already e^ 
tranged from their protest^nt neighbours by cUflerence of reli^ 
gbn, language, and education, it will rather be matter of isur- 
prise that so little mischief was the result of the insurrection 
in Connaught, and that we had not the same horrid scenes of 
cruelty and religious intolerance to mourn over, as had lately 
stamped indelible disgrace on the eastern province. It is a cir- 
cumstance worthy of particular notice, that during the whole 
time of this civil commotion, not a drop of blood was shed by 
the Connaught rebels, except in the field of war. It is true 
the example and influence of the French went a great way to 
prevent sanguinary excesses. But it will not be deemed fair to 
ascribe to this cause dione the forbearance of which we were 
witnesses, when it is considered what a ra^ge of country lay at 
the mercy of the rebels for several days after the French power 
was known to be at an end. 

^^ These reflections are offered to the public as an apology 
fi>r. the opinion of certain persons who became advocates for le*- 
nity, when, on the suppression of the rebellion, the treatment 
due to the insurgents was the object of discussion. Fire and 
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sword was the language of gendemen whoae loss by the war, 
diough grievous and highly provoking, was only the loss of 
property. Milder sentiments' may reasonably be allowed to 
have place in bosoms which had throbbed with the apprehen- 
sion of a greater mischief than spoliation. Experience had 
taught them that life is the first of worldly possessions ; and 
having saved that blessing themselves, they could not be in 
haste to ravish it from others. 

*' Indeed where there had appeared all along so few traces 
t)f rancour in these poor country folk, it Was impossible for a 
spectator of their actions not to pity them for their very sim- 
plicity. It was such that even the serious situation in which 
we were placed was frequently insufficient to repress our laugh- 
ter at it. The coxcombry of the young peasants in their new 
dress ; the mixture of good humour and contempt in the wea- 
ther-beaten countenances of die French, employed in makbg 
puppies of them ; the haste of the undressed to be as fine as 
their neighbours, castinj^ away their old clothes^long before it 
came to be their turn to receive the new ; above all, the merry 
activity of a handsome young fellow, a marine officer, whose 
business it was to consummate the vanity of the recruits, by 
decorating them with helmits beautifully edged with spotted 
brown paper, to look like leopard's skin, a task which he per- 
formed standing on a powder barrel, and making the helmet fit 
any skull, even the largest^ by thumping it down with his fists, 
careless whether it could ever be taken off again^— these were 
circumstances that woujd have niade you smile, though you had 
been just come from seeing your house in flames. A spectacle 
not less provoking to mirth presented itself to your view, if you 
followed the new soldiers after they had received their ams and 
cartridges, and observed their manner of using them. It was 
common witli them to put in their cartridges at the wrong end, 
and when they stuck in the passage (as they often did) the 
inverted barrel was set to work against the ground, till it was 
bent and useless. At first they were trusted with balk as well 
as with powder. But this practice was not repeated^ after it 
had gone near costing his life to general Humbert. As he was 
standing at an open window in the castle, the general heard a 
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bail whistle by his. ear, discharged by, an awktard recruit in 
die yard below, whom he^ instandy punished with an unmerciful 
caning. The ball passed into the cieling» where the mark of 
it is still apparent. Lasdy, it was quite unsuitable to the spirit 
of these rustic warriors to keep their firelocks idle till they 
should com^ in sight of an enemy, when there were so many 
inferior animals on which they might be tried. A crowd got 
about Charost one day, clapiouring for a supply of powder and 
shot. * Tdl them,' said the commandant^ in a passion, ' diey 

* shall have no more, till I am sure they will not waste their 

* charges upon ravens.' 

•• The French, it is well known, are a nation ready enough 
to consider themselves superior to any people in the world; 
but here indeed it would have been ridiculous not to prefer the 
Gallic troops in every respect before their new allies. Intelli- 
gence, activity, temperance, patience, to a surprising degree, 
appeared to be <:ombined in the soldiery that came, over with 
Humbert, together with the exactest obedience to discipline. 
Tet if you except their granadiers, they had nothing to catch 
the eye. TTieir stature for the most part was low, their com- 
plexion pale and sallow, their clothes much the worse of the 
wear: to a superficial observer, they would have appeared in- 
capable of enduring almost atiy hardship. These were the men, 
however, of whom it was presendy observed, ' that they could 
be wdtt content to live on bread or potatoes, to dtink water, to^ 
make the stdnes of die street their bed, and to sleep in their 
clothes, with no covering but the canopy of heaven. One half 
of their number had served in Italy under Bonaparte ; the rest 
were from the army of the Rhine, where they had suffered dis- 
tresses that well accounted for thin persons and wan looks. 
Several of ^ them declared with all the marks of sincerity, that 
at the siege of Ment^, during the preceding winter, they had 
for a long time slept on the ground in holes made four feet 
deep under the snow. And an ofiicer, pointing to his leather 
small-clothes, assured the bishop, that he had not taken them 
off for a twelvemonth. 

*« Humbert, the leader of this lingular body of men,, was 
himself as extraordinary a personage as any in his army. Of 
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a goo4 height and shape, in the full vigour of life, prompt to 
decide^ quick in execution, apparently master of his art, you 
CQiUd not refuse him the praise of a good officer, while his 
phj^iognomy forbad you to like him as a man. His eye, which 
was small and sleepy, (the efiect probably of much watching) 
cast a side long-glance of insidiousness^ and even of cruelty ; it 
was the eye of a cat, preparing to spring on, her prey^ His 
education and manners were ihdi<|^tive of a person sprung 
from the lowest orders of society, though he knew hbw, (as 
most of his countrymen do) tp assume^ where it was convenient, 
the deportment of a gendeman* For learning, he scarcely had 
sufficient to enable him to write his name. His passions were 
furiousy and all his behaviour seemed marked with the charac- 
ters of roughness and violence. A narrower observation of 
him, however, served to discover, that much of this roughness 
was the result of art, being assumed with the view of extorting 
by terror » ready compliance with his commands. Of this truth 
the bishop himself was one of the first who had occasion to be 
made sensible. 

" Boats were necessary to transport the artillery and stores 
from the ships, cars and horses to forward them by land ; and 
these were to be procured without delay, the life of the present 
€nterpris(* consisting in dispatch. High prices were offered; 
but the fishermen of Killalla at first k«pt out of the way; and 
of the cars none could be got, but what were seized at the first 
onset. ApplicatioUf therefore, was made to the bishop, whose 

. answer was (what was really true) that he had no authority in 
that place, civil or personal; that he was not a magistrate, nor 
had time to be acquainted with the people, having settled him- 

, self in the town, from another part of the kingdom, only a few 
months before. Humbert replied, that he should not have 
troubled his lordship, if the proper magistrate had not fled, in 
violation of his parole ; that he cared litde, by what means the 
bishop should contrive to get him what he wanted; but aa he 
was the principal inhabitant, he. must and woidd charge him 
with the office of producing boats and cars, and that by the 
very next morning. The bishop, in Humbert's presence, de- 
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sii'ed hi$ people to go out into the town, and tty to convince 
the inhabitants that the general's^ orders must be obeyed. 

** Next nwMtiing, when neither boat nor car appeared, Hum- 
bert became furious. He poured forth a torrent of vulgar abuse, 
roared) stamped, laid his hai^d frequently upon a scymitar that 
battered the ground, presented a pistol at the bishop^s eldest 
son, and at last told the bishop himself, that he would make 
him sensible he was not to be trifled with, for he would punish 
his disobedience by sending him instandy to France. Orders 
to this effect were ^ven on the spot to an ofEqer, who delivereil 
him in charge to a corpprars guard, only allowing lum time to 
put on his hat. The inhabitants stared in silence, as they sa\f 
the bishop cpnducted on foot through the town. The French 
soldiers marched hin^ at a good pace alpng the road that led to 
the $hips5 wd seemed to have received orders not to answet 
any of his questions. 

^^ When they had advanced about half a mile^ and were bf!- 
ginning to pass a hill that would have concealed the town from 
their view, they were overtaken by an express on horseback, 
with the 'general's orders to return. On entering jdie castje, thp 
bishop Ivas hailed with the gratulations of the French officers, 
and eixcuses for the conduct of their copimander, a hasty man 
they said, but very good natur^d. Humbert hiinself received 
him on the stairs with an apology for what he had done, plead- 
ing necessity, a plea which was readily admitted. Indeed the 
bishop had felt no apprehension at any time,, that the menace 
would be seriously carried into effect. He knew^the French 
CQuId not want his presence, nor his assistance as an interpre- 
ter; and he saw, through its disguise, the real object of Hum- 
bert's affected fury, which ended as th^ officer had escpected 
in the immediate appearance of the people of whom he was 
in search. The bishop's danger, if diere was any, was sp 
quickly over, that happily the greater part of his family knew 
, nothing of.it till it was past. 

<* Scarcely, however, had he got clear of one disagreeable 
business, when another was thrown in his way. Every thing 
being ready for - a march by Saturday the twenty-fifth, the 
French general determined to leave behind him at KaJlella twp 

Nn 
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hundred of his own soldiers, under the command of half a 
dozen officers, to secure himself a retreat, in case of miscarriage, 
to his ammunition, a large proportion of which; to the amount 
of two hundred and eighty barrels of a hundred pounds each, 
could not be forwarded for want of the means of conveyance- 
But this was not the ostensible reason for leaving the meii* 
It was pretended, that they were suffered to remain out of pure 
compassion to the protestants of the vicinity, whose lives might 
be in danger from the new levies, while the French were else- 
where employed. Hostages therefore must be taken at least aS 
far as Ballina, in exchange for the six officers that should be 
left to keep the peace at Killalla; and the bishop was given to 
understand, that he himself, and one of his sons, must make a 
part of the number. Remonstrances were vain. The bishop 
found himself obliged to communicate the imwelcomc 
tidings to the family, and to order his chaise for the following 
morning. 

« At no one period of their calamity, perhaps, did the pa- 
tience of the women sustain a ruder assault. To be separated, 
under such circumstances, for a time unknown, perhaps for ever 
(for it was then said and believed, that the hostages were des- 
tined to follow every where the camp and fortunes of the in- 
vaders) this was bitter knews* Mrs* Thompson, the dean^s 
lad^' Slink under it into a swoon: advanced in her pregnancy, 
she had nerves that did not keep pace with the excellent tem- 
per of her mind. Mrs. Stock and Mrs. Cope said nothing. 
But the eye that met theirs during that scene of anguish, feels 
a dimness at the reviewal of it. 

«' Next morning (Sunday) the prospect cleared up a litde, 
though still unpleasant. The general had changed his mind, 
and would accept of the bishop^s eldest son in place of the 
father* It was a stt-ange alleviation of pain, to be derived from 
exposing to danger a son, who had found favour with every 
body that knew him, as well as with his. parents. But the 
youth (a college lad under nineteen) thought nothing of a 
danger from which his father was exempted^ and went off 
cheerfully with the other four hostages, whom the bishop was 
ordered to nominate;; for Humbert had consented to take but 
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one of the sons instead of t^wo. The four named were John 
Knox, Esq. of Bartrach^ Thomas Kirkwood, lieutenant of the 
Tyrawley cavalry; James Butlege, custom-house officer; and 
the curate, IVIn Nixon. 

" with a levity which seemed to mark the general tenor of 
his conduct, Qumbert signified to the hostages, presendy after 
their arrival* at BaUina, that they were at liberty to go home^ 
again. He himself marched his forces directly towards Casder 
bar, leaving one Truc^ an ignorant brutal officer, with a few 
French^ and a rabble of the Irish, to retain possession 4>fBallina. 
True would notxou&rm the indulgence granted by the gene- 
ral, till the day following; ^o that the five gendemen passed a 
most unquiet night agiidst a crew of drunken and insolent 
rebels, with scarcely any accommodation. The horses on which 
they rode to Ballina, were not to be fonnd next day; but the 
hostages were glad to fin4 their way back again on foot. 

** The ch^ge of Killalla,,with the title of commandant,. was 
comniitted to M. Ch^tost^ chef de demi-brigade^ which answers 
to our title off lieutenant colonel. The choice proved a fortunate 
one for the tovyn ; Gharost being a man of sense and honour, in 
short,, in -every respect the opposite of True This officer began 
his command by obliging the bishop so far. as to grant a passport 
to captain Hill, the worthy register 6f the diocese, empowering 
him tQ go home ta Limerick. By him the bishop found the 
much-desired opportunity of conveying a letter to his friends 
in Dublin^ the only one they received from him till the town 
was recovered. A verbal account, however, of the family, 
was carried to Dublin by doctor Ellison, who got leave from 
CharOst, on the twenty-ninth, to return to Castlebar, from which 
town he followed his lady and family to the capital. Mr. John 
Thompson, the dean's brother^ was permitted, at the same time 
with doctor Ellison, to go to his house in Casdebar^ where he 
hospitably entertained the bishop's son Arthur, when he was 
presently after sent to the same town in quality of hostage. 

** Though the enemy took away nothing with them, when 
they moved, but what was necessary for their operations in 
the fields yet that necessity was found to comprehend the best 
part of what the couptrf possessed, whether of stock or victuals. 
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The bishop's larder and cellar, both plentifully stored at that 
^ason, scarcely sufficed for three days. Every thing diat he 
had in the fields disappeared: com, potatoes^ catde^ were all 
wanted, and taken from himy before any thing was touched that 
belonged to die poor. Of his kitchen grate so incessant use 
was made, from early morning even- to midnight, that the 
€himney was on fire move than once, and in the middle of 
summer, above thirtjr tons of coals lasted only one month* 
His stables yielded nine horses of his own (niost of them good 
ones) with proper furniture ; and his guests contributed about 
half a dozen more* The coach-house^ was atiipt of nothing 
but harness; those brave officers despbing the luxury of a 
chaise. Cars, carts, and a large w^gon, with their furniture, 
wetit of course* In three days he had lost to the value of six 
hundred pounds. But it was clear, that even this damage was 
nothing in comparison of what he m\ist have sustsdned, if he 
had fled, (as he was advised, and even offered the means to do) 
on the first approach of the French. The ruin of his house 
and furniture, both valuable, would have been the consequence; 
not to speak of the mischiefs throughout the neighbourhood, 
which he was happy enough by his presence and exertions to 
avert.** 



CHAPTER XV- 



OK the twenty-fourth a£ Ailgust> Lord CornwalKs received 
intelligence of the landing of the French troops, and immedi- 
ately ordered a force, which was diought to be more than suf- 
ficient for. the purpose, to proceed to that quarter. Major- 
general Hutchinson arrived at Casdebar on the twenty-fifth^ 
from Galway^ and was joined the following night by lieutenant- 
general Lake, who had been ordered by lord Comwallis to take 
the command of the forces assembled in Connaught, to oppose 
die French army. The forces then collected amounted to 
between three and four thousand men; yet the generals did not 
wish to attack the enemy until more forces arrived; therefore 
intended to remain at Casdebar a few days. General Hum- 
bert wisdy chose the oflfensive rather than the defensive part 
in the attack ; and accordingly marched with the utmost dili- 
gence to attack the forces at CSastlebar, and would have sur- 
prised the king's army before day-light, had it not been for 
the extreme ruggedness of the roads by which he advanc^ 

Very few of the inhabitants joined the French on their 
lan(Ung VA EJUalla; but when the latter gained possession of 
Ballina, gteat numbers flocked to their standard, and received 
the arms and clothing which had been sent for them by the 
French government. 

In order to excite rebellion befi^re too powerful an army 
could possibly be colkcted to overwhelm him, general Humbert 
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determined to attack the forces 9f Castlebar; he therefore com- 
menced his march early in the morning of the twenty-sixth, 
with about eight hundred French troops, and near two thousand 
of the Irish peasantry. 'Instead of the common road which 
goes through the town of Foxford, where general Taylor »with 
a body of troops, had been stotioned, to watch, the movements 
of the enemy^ Humbert advanced over monntains which had 
hitherto been deemed impassable to an army, and where his 
farther progress might have been stopped by a single company, 
with two pieces of artillery, at a place called the gap of Bar- 
nageehy, six miles from Castlebar, had our army been apprised 
of his approach in that direction. The artillery of the invaders 
consisted of only two small curricle guns, the carriage of one of 
which had broke down, owing to the ruggedness of the road, 
and caused a considerable delay in their march, which was very 
fortunate for our army. 

At two o'clock in the moraing of the twenty-seventh, in- 
formation was received at Castlebar, of the j^pproach of the 
enemy through the mountsdns. At seven they were within 
three miles of the town. Our army was immediately drawn 
up in an advantageous position, with fourteen pieces of artillery, 
between the town and the assailants. The royal anxiy was 
greatly superior to that of the French, both incumbers and 
freshness of the men, who were free from fatigue^ while the 
enemy were almost exhausted with scrambling over the moun- 
tains, near twenty hours, without repose, from which circum- 
stance our troops promised themselves an easy victory. In the 
beginning of the action, appearances were favourable to their 
expectations, as the enemy were three limes driven back by the. 
fire of our artillery, which was well managed under the direc- 
tions of captain Shortall. These veterans, however, were de- 
termined not to retreat ; , though from the appearance and ex- 
cellent disposition of our army, they expected nothing but to 
be obliged to surrender themselves prisoners of war, and as the 
Irish insurgents were as yet of litde or no use to th^em in an 
engagement. The enemy then filed away in small parties, 
both to the right and left, as if they intended to attack our 
troops in Sank, and some of them adv^qed to the left,. so as al- 
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most to touch the points of the Frazer fencibles. The French 
had lost many of their number^ principally by the fire of our 
artillery, and had fired very few shots, when the royal anfay, 
seized with an imaccountable panic, broke on all sides, notwith- 
standing the utmost exertions of the officers, and retreated in 
the greatest confusion into the town, and when the enemy ad« 
vanced they fled on the road to Tuam. 

A small party of French soldiers pursued the flying army 
upwards of a mile from the towp, when a party of lord Ro* 
den's cavalry wheeled and cut them down. 

Still our army seemed panic struck, and retreated so preci* 
pitately as to reach the' town of Tuam, thirty miles from Cas- 
debar, in the evening of the same day, and after a short re- 
freshment, retired still farther towards Athlone^ where an officer 
of cavalry, with sixty of his men, arrived at one o'clock on 
Tuesday the twenty-ninth ; having performed a march of sixty- 
three miles in twenty-seven hours! 

Our army lost fourteen pieces of artillery in this unexpected . 
defeat; four of which were curricle guns. The loss of men 
was stated at fifty-three killed^ thirty-four wounded^ and two 
hundred and seventy-nine missing. Among the wounded were 
two lieutenants and three Serjeants; and among the missing 
were two^taff'-officers, two majors, three captains5 six lieutenants^ 
three ensigns^ ten. Serjeants, and two drummers. 

^ A melancholy proof* that tre^on had a hand in the success 
of the, French at Castlebar, was soon exhibited in the bishop's 
court-yard. Fifty-three deserters from the Longford militia 
marched in, amidst the shouts of the multitude, with their coats 
turned, and there exchanged the uniforms given them by their 
sovereign, for, the blue coats of France ! It was a strange 
sight, and to protestant spectators, most 'provoking. To com- 
fort the bishop, the commissary tnade hiih a present of the de- 
serters' uniforms. He took the gift, fiarcseeing that he should 
ere long find naked bodies in plenty to cover with them. Re- 
port said, that in a few days the rebel camp at Killalla was 
joined by^ fourscore more deserters from the Longford and 
Kilkenny militia. Not a man of these infamous betrayers of 
their king and country returned alive to his home. 
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«^ From the day that succeeded the battle of Costlebar, Au- 
gust twenty-eight, suspence was kept alive at Killalla, by the 
report of cannon on die. inland aide, and by the appearance of 
a squadron of frigates in the offing, which were called Fresich 
or English according to the wishes of die spectators. Thetse 
ships varied in numberf from one or two to five, appearing 
irresolute what coarse to take, dll at length three* went off to- 
wards Slijgo ; a foiuth, of thirty-two guns, with a cutter of six- 
teen, continuing hovering in the bay^ and was at one time near 
losing her cutter on the bar. The French dherished hopes that 
it might be the squadron they expected from Brest, till .on the 
thirtieth they saw the single frigate send out her boats to destroy 
two trading vessels, of which the French had taken possession, 
one to transport their ammunition, just landed, the other to 
supply the town with forty ton of oatmeal* Hie crew of this last, 
seven Frenchmen, were carried to the frigate* The two sloops 
continued burning all night, and part of the next day* Some of 
the poor town's-people, Venturing to board the oatmc;^ sloop, 
to save what they could of so tempting a provision, narrowly 
escaped death by an eighteen-pounder from the frigate* 

^^ As long as the two hundred French soldiers were suffered 
to remain for the defence of Killalla, the protestant inhabitants 
felt themselves perfecdy secure, the number of itourgents, 
that poured in from the country to a camp they formed in the 
bishop's demesne, increased every hour. The case was sadly 
altered from the first of Septiember* On that day the com- 
mandant showed the bishop an order he had received from 
general Humbert to send away immediately to Casdebar the 
whole French garrison of Killalla, none excepted, but M* Cha- 
Tost himself, and another officer of the name of Ponson. These 

* « These were, as*wc learned afterwards, the Doris, of thirty- 
six guns, Lord Rauelagh; tl^e Melampus, ditto, capt. Moore; 
and the Fox cutter of twelve guns, lieutenant Walsh. The v,e^- 
sels that stayed were the Cerberus, \hirty-two guns, 18 pounders, 
captain M^Namara, and the Hurler cutter, captain J. Norway, 
carrying sixteen carronades, 18-pounders.'' / 



KEBEUEJOir m IRELAND. 28^ 

two were to keep the town with about, two hundred of the 
Irish recrtiits. 

** All the horrors, that had been acted at Wexford, now 
stared-the loyalists in the face. * Famished wolves are closing 

* us on every side,' said- they to Charost, * and what can two 

* men effect, though ever so brave and vigilant?' The com- 
mandant desired them to be' quiet, assuring them that he would 
part with his own life sooner than abandon them; but he told 
the bishop^ that Sis^ By staying here to protect the protestants^ 
he ran the hazard ^f losing his own liberty, he. thought it but 
reasonable th^t one of the bishop's sons ishould go with the 
tix)ops to Casdebar, to be an hostage for his person, in case of 
the English becoming again masters of Killalla. To this the 
bishop could not object. His' second and third sons, therefore^ 
drew lots, and the chance falling on Arthur, the third son^ a lad 
just sixteen, he was sent away ab6ut seven in the evening, on a 
poor jade ill accoutred, to travel all night with tte French* 
From th$[t day dll the engagement at Killalla, about three 
weeks after, his parents could hear nothing from him, nor he 
from them; so stricdy were the passes guarded. 

<« Imn&ediately after the departure of the foreigners, the 
commandant applied himself to make provision for the security 
of the district entrused to hini. A strong patrole, in different 
bodies. Was ordered to parade through the town and its en« 
virons^ to the distance of three miles, every night. But as re- 
ports of robberief and midnight assaults came in continually^ 
M. Charost thought it advisable to issue a proclamation, in- 
viting all ttib inhabitants^ without distinction of religion or par- 
t}% to come to him, and receive arms and ammunition for dieir 
OMm defente, under no other condition than a pronu^e of re- 
storing them to him when he shoidd call for them. The offer 
Was presendy embraced by the towns' people, especially by the 
ptotestant part of them, who were most exposed to dsoiger^ 
and had been forced, at the beginning of the invasion, to deli- 
ver up their arms to die French. A distribution accordingly 
began to be made in the castle-yard, on the evening of Septem- 
ber first. 

^^ The commandant ^had now an opportuni^ of judging^ 
Oo 
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whether the fears of the protestants from their popisk neig^ 
hours were justly founded. As the patrole was setting at that 
time, the rebels, (all Romanists) began to murmur at trusting 
arms to the protestant townsmen, which they were sure, 'they 
said^ would be employed against the French ' and dieir allies 
the moment an English force appeared. Nor did the muti- 
neers want a leader. One Sfulheerdn, aTebel officer, was their 
spokesman, a strong-made young fellow, who defended him- 
self afterwards like a lion at the battle|of Killalla agsunst three 
or four troopers, all cutting him with their swords, and did not 
fall till his skull was hacked to pieces. Thi^ man resisted the 
commandant to his face, and went so far as to throw down the 
arms he had received from the. French, when Charost told him 
he would trust all alike with arms, who chose to take a mus- 
qiiet in their owti defence. The bishop laboured hard to 
pacify the malecontents, amidst darkness and damour, and the 
confusion of three languages* 

** After an hour's struggle, several of the protestants, intfroi- 
dated by the menaces of the others, returned the arms they had 
received, and said they* would trust themselves to the protec- 
tion of the patrole ; which put an end, for that night, to the 
disturbance. 

" It was renewed, however, the two followmg days with un- 
abaiting violence ^ till at length the pr6testants, harassed by do- 
miciliary visits of armed rebels in search of concealed yreapons> 
agreed in a petition to the <;ommandant that he would caU in by 
proclamation what he had given out^ and forbid in future any 
person's appearing in arms, except recruits for the French ser- 
vice. Hie tenror of being thus stript of the means of defence was 
exaggerated by the alarming accounts of depredations on every 
side of Killalla, to the distance of several miles. Not a night 
passed, but some house was rified; scarce an hour in iht day 
elapsed, in which the bishop was not importuned to lay some la^ 
mentation before the commandant^ or to send out some guard 
for protection. Willing to do his best, he interpreted^ he 
drew up petitions, he diq>atched guards to protestant families 
in the neighbom-hood^ he went from house to house in the town 
to inquire sifter abuses, tiU in the evening always, ,mi frequent* 
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Ijr in the day time^ he was forced to throw himself on a bed, 
trnable to keep his feet. Yet- his health and appetite seemed 
to be improved by the extraordinary fatigue, nor^ did he ever in 
his life sleep better* 

" But if it was doubtful whether arms might safely be 
committed to every inhabitant of Eillalla, it admitted no dis- 
pute at all that iiie town could not exist without some form of 
civil government* Depredators crowded in hourly from the 
country, to the equal annoyance and terror of every body who 
had property, whether catholic or protestant* The French, it 
was said, had divided the town and neighbourhood of Casdebar 
Into districts, appointing over each a municipal ofEcer, with a 
guard at his command, properly armed for the public defence ; 
and the scheme had there had the desired success* A procla- 
mation was therefore issued for establishing a similar form 
trough the canton oveir which Charost presided* The country 
was thrown into departments ; a magistrate, to be elected by 
his neighbours, was to take charge of each, with the help of a 
guard of sixteen or ^enty men; arms and ammunition were 
to be distributed to these, under an express stipulation that 
neither officers nor men should be marched out of their respec-* 
tive departments, nor employed against their sovereign, nor in 
any service except that of keeping the peace* The town of 
Killalla was committed to the protection of one hundred and 
fifty men, in three bodies, all to be observant to the orders of 
Mr* James Devitt, the civil magistrate, unanimously .chosen 
by the people, because he was a substantial tradesman, a Ro* 
man catholic, and a man of sense and moderation* He had 
under him two assistants of his own religion* The benefits of 
this regulation were felt immediately in the establishment of 
•tolerable order and quiet, at least in and about the town ; and 
without doubt they would have been felt to a greater extent if 
the French power had been firmer* 

" The example of Killalla was presendy copied in the other 
departments* Magistrates were elected, always Roman catho- 
lics, but commonly of the better sort among them, persons, who 
had no ^esire to take arms against the British government* 
^me of these applied to the bishop for his opinion, whether 
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they should incur die penalties of treason hj acting under a 
foreign power, merely for the conimon . safety, and under the 
conditions stated above* His answer was that he was no lawyer: 
but having always found the law of England to be consonantio 
reason, he would take upon him to say there could be no law 
forbidding to do, under these circumstances5 what was absdut^- 
ly enjoined by the great law of self-preservation. It is reported 
that, when the rebellion . was over, several persons muttered 
against this doctrine : it might be conceded^ they said, to the 
existing terror, but it was not sound, because it might be em- 
ployed as an excuse for a tame and prompt submission to any 
invaders. To such tranquil dedaimers on the merit of castii^ 
away life and property, in preference to bowing the head to a 
storm, it is obvious to reply, thaf had they changed situations 
with those who actually fel^ the distress, it is more than proba- 
ble they would have seen good reason to adopt the very con- 
duct wluch, in the fulness of security, they take upon them to 
condemn. To submit to a king de facto^ and even to act by a 
commission from such a one to preserve the peace of a commu- 
nity, provided by so doing you do not preclude yourself frooi 
returning under the government of a king 4^ jurcy is a practice 
sanctioned by the authori^ of our most equitable English 
law. 

<^ For the defence of the castle, which was declared to be the 
head-quarters of the allied army, a guard was drawn from the 
garrison, consisting of from sixteen to twenty nien, who were 
seldom rel'^eved above once in twenty-four hours. Of these 
four watched at the commandant's door, in the lobby of the 
middle story; four were placed in the hall; the rest were dis- 
tributed at the gates in back and fronts which had luckily been 
repaired and made secure by the bishop just before the invasion. 
Policy concurred with charity in recommending these poor 
guards to our daily care : they were fed and lodged 90 much 
better than any other soldiers that it occasioned quarrels and 
boxings among them sometimes, for a preference to be stationed 
on the castle-guard. And indeed they repaid the attention 
^hewn to them by every mark of respect in their pow^, and by 
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-^assisdng in little ihemal offices in and about the house wherever 
they were wanted* 

** Yet was the presence pf si^ch protectors a circumstance to 
the faniily most dreadful. The gates, the doors, every tiling 
within as well as without, our very existence was in custody of 
a band of rebels, who had the power at any instant to throw 
open the house to their companions abroad, and let in depreda-i. 
XioB at least, if nothing worse. And this was a mischief^ too, 
that happened not unfrequently. At Castle-lacken, Castlereagh, 
and other houses belonging to protestants, where guards had 
.been stationed, the soldiers proved traitors and admitted others 
from without to plunder the families they were sent to defend. 
If plunder was attractive, few houses offered more temptations 
in that .way than the bishop's, not only because it contained 
much valuable property of his own, but because, in spite of 
prudence, he could not pefuse to let it become the repository of 
other people's goods. Plate, cash, leases^ and writings of con- 
sequence, were crowded in upon him, with an eagerness that 
would take no denial, and with too little caution to render the 
affair a secret. . The commandant was made acquainted with 
diese several causes of apprehension, on our part, and distrust 
of his Irish friends. He made light of them fot a loi^g time^ 
in a real or seining confidence of retaining his authority over 
the* rebels; though, as the final period of our captivity ap- 
proached, his looks, as well as his redoubled precautions, shew- 
ed that he began to be almost as uneasy as ourselves. 

^* The commandant and the bishop, finding each other to be 
hpnest men, above the meanness of deceit^ soon came to a 
mutual good understanding. Charost trusted the bi^op with 
a ^ght of a letter from general Humbert to himself, ordering 
him either to bury privately the powder left in his care, or to 
throw it into the sea, according as he should find It most pru- 
dent and feasible. As to conveying two hundred and eight/ 
barrels of powder irom the castle-yard to^the sea, through the 
midst of armed rebels^ ea^rly bent on seizing the powder for 
their own use, it required not many words to shew the extreme 
improbability of effecting such a sdieme. It renpiained, there- 
fore^ to bury it) and that in some place withia the walls of the 
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easde, sufficient to contain and hide it. With the help of some 
labourers who continued faithful to him, ^md of his own do- 
mestics, the bishop contrived in several night's continual work, 
to bury ninety barrels under a hot-bed in the garden: the 
remainder was committed to a vault in the haggard under the 
corn-stand, where, though it could not be said to be concealed, 
it was at least secured as far as might be, under Ae given 
circumstances, from the dreaded danger of firing by acci- 
dent. 

** No less than three times, during our troubles, was this 
danger on the point of being realized. The first time was in 
the French reign, when the kitchen chimney was set on fire by 
the immoderate use of the grate^ as I mentioned above. On 
the second occasion, we were saved only by die providentid 
direction of the wind from catching die flames of a cabin ju5t 
beside us, which was fired by the king's troops when they 
entered the town on the twenty-third of September. The third 
was the most alarming danger of all. On the evening of that 
same remarkable twenty-third of September, an honest inofien- 
fiive labourer of the bishop's quitted the casde to oblige his 
wife to stay within doors, who, with the fears of a woman 
great with child, was running wildly about the road in the 
midst of the fire from the army. He had seized her hand, 
and was hurrying her to his cabin, when a discharge of mus- 
quetry killed the man, and mortally wounded the woman. She 
was carried up to the granary in the castle, where she died 
that night. Without leave asked, without even apprising die 
family that they had brought the woman into the house, the 
foolish people about her began to wake the corpse, by lighting 
a fire on the floor of the granary, with nothing under the turf 
but a wooden board. Presently smoke and flames were seen 
to roll out of the windows of an apartment distant but ' a few 
yards from the gunpowder in the haggard, and die wind point- 
ing direcdy that way. At the same instant all was confusion 
and uproar in the house : the victorious army was marching 
into quarters at Killalla, and the principal officers were busy in 
arranging matters for their own accommodation at the casde. 
It cost the bishop some labour to make the gendemen listen to 
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the story, and believe, that if they did not bestir themselves, 
the town and all its contents would very probably in a few 
minutes be erased from the face of the earth. By the active 
exertions principally of the knight of Kerry, the fire was soon 
after got under. 

«' From the time the French left us to the care of M. Charost, 
he and two officers under him, messed with the bishop's family, 
where they were very welcome^ being, under Providence, their 
sole protectors in the midst of so many perils. Whatever 
could be effected by vigilance, resolution, and conduct, for the 
safety of a place confided to them, was to a surprising degree 
effected for the district of Killalla by these three French officers, 
without the support of a single soldier of their own country; 
and that for the long space of twenty-three days, from the first 
of September to' the day of the battle. It is natural to suppose, 
that in such a tract of time, a tolerable insight must have beep 
obtained into their characters ; and where the part they acted 
was of so much consequence, the reader may expect some de- 
scription of them. 

<' Lieutenant colonel Charost had attained to the age of five- 
and-^orty* He was bom in Paris, the son (as I am told) of a 
watchmaker in that city, who sent hun over early to some 
connections in St* Domingo, where he was fortunate enough to 
marry a wife with a plantation for her dowry, which yielded 
him, before the troubles, an income of two thousand pounds 
sterling p^ anmim* By the unhappy war which still desolates 
that island, he lost every thing, even to his wife and his only child, 
a daughter; they were taken on their passage to France, and 
sent away to Jamaica. His eyes would fill when he told the 
£unily, ' that he had not seen these de^r relatives for six years 
past, nor even had tidings of them for the last three years* 
On returning to France, he embraced the military hfe, at first 
in the royal service^ afterwards, when the times changed, in 
that of the republic* where he had risen by degrees to the rank 
he now filled. His residence had been at Rochelle with a bro- 
ther, with whom he had shared bed and board till ho was called, 
at only three days' noti<;e> to go, out on the present expedition. 
In persoA he w^ strong and vigorous» inclining to fa^; his 
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courtenance was cheerful, atid on the whole, pleasing, tiotwith- 
sumdhig a blemish in one eye ; he had a plain, good understand- 
ing, which served him for all the uses that he put it to, and ht 
had either no leisure, or no liking, to strain it with oyer laboan 
His religion, he told the bishop, he had yet to seek ; because 
his father being a catholic, and his mother a protestant, they 
had left him the liberty of choosing for himself, and he had 
never yet found time to make the inquiry, which however, he 
was sensible .he ought to make, and would make at some time 
when Heaven should grant him repose. In the interim, he 
believed in God, was inclined to think there must be a future 
state, and was very sure that, while he lived in this world, it 
was his duty to do all good to his fellow-creatures that he 
could. The bishop offered a present to this half-christian of a 
book that might have satisfied his doubts, La religion natureUe 
et revelee par P Abbe Tremblay. He was thankful ; but it is 
not unlikely the sight even of three small volumes frightened 
him, for he never afterwards claimed the promise. Yet what 
he did not exhibit in his own conduct, he appeared to respect 
in others ; for he took care that no noise nor disturbance should 
be made in the castle on Sundays, while the family and many 
. protestaLts from the to^vn were assembled in the library at their 
devotions. 

" Boudet, the next in rank to the commandant, was a cap- 
tain of foot, a native of Normandy, twenty-eight years of age. 
His father, he said, was yet living, though sixty-seven years 
old when he was born. His height was six feet, two inches. 
In person, complexion, and gravity, he was no inadequate re- 
presentation of the Knight of La Mancha, nj^hose example he 
followed in a recital of his own prowess and wonderful exploits, 
delivered in measured language, and an imposing seriousness 
of aspect. He came to Killalla from the town of Newport- 
Pratt, which he assured us he had taken with his own hand, 
though defended by four English troopers; he had gallantly 
kept the place for three or four days, and retired from it only 
because it was assailed by fifteen horse— but we were not to be 
surprised that so much should ht achieved by an officer, bred 
in the echole. Militaire at Paris to be one, of the late King's 
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9erv«d in Fla]ider& and ou die Bhino, and had more than oi^ce 
been obliged to trample' on mountains of dead and dyii^ men 
:i£ter a hai;di^. To vanity }ie add£4 a fault diat dpes not often 
go along w\th it, pride* He valued himself on a^ educatioii 
saperior to that cf bis companions inarms; was argumentative;, 
coatMulic^t^s, and irrasciblei so that his superior officer found 
it no- easy matter to maintain peace ^itb him* His mannerr, 
ho?«r«ver^ thoi|gh distant, was polite; and be seemed to possess 
a aiCMPe thsm cominon ahsore of feelings if a judgment might be 
formed from die energjT with which he dedaimed on the mi- ' 
seriea of wars and revolutiona. His integjrity and ^uragp 
appeared unquestionable. On the whole,, when we became 
familiarised to bis f^liogs^' we saw reason every day to respect 
bis viitues. 

<< The las$ of this trio wiis yarned Ponsout a curious contrast) 
ki every, resf ect^ ta tfie diarac^ ju&t described. In stature 
he did uot exceed five leet, six inches; but if the body yf^ 
littl^^ it was alive frcon bead tp footl jNavarre gave him birth, 
the country of Henry lY. and lus merry countenan<?e recalled 
to mind the features of that celebrated monarchy though with- 
out iflie air «f beaevplence through them; for this inonjcey ' 
seemed to have no gp:eat feeling for any body but himself^ 
Wherever be was^ his presence was testified by a aqise as loud 
and as peslinacious as that of a corn-creak; it was a continued 
roll of talk» or laughter, or whistlings Tbe decencies of pp* 
lished life he had probably never known; pr if he had^ he 
affected to despise them. Yet in a gloomy hour this eternal 
xs^de had i&s use: it more than once kept our spirits buoyant^ 
when terror prest heaAriest* { shall mention two instances. 
Oue day a crowd of pUcemeuj damonous with i^eme insolent 
demand upon the commandaS^, appeared on the ppint of break- 
ing do^im the casde gate. The bishop expressed his appre- 
hensions to Ponson. ' I will tefl you wh^ to do*' s^d be: 
^ step out among them suddenly, and cry Hop thief ^ ^nd they 
• will eveiy man of tbem take to their heels.' The odier oq- 
(asion Yf9B ihat v^eiy serious ones when (,as shall be related 
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presently) the news of the Enencb overthrow had weakened the 
authority of the commandast to that degree, that the rebels 
were deterred from laymg^hands oo the pi»testants at Killalla 
only by the bishop's proposals of sending ambassadors to Cas- 
tlebar, to obtain good treatment foF« the rebel prisoners there* 
The bishop and the com/nandant stood outside at « the gate^ 
close circled by malecontents; sluthority and argiiDEient had 
been tried by tums^ mutinous whispers were going rounds the 
final issue of the parley was very uncertain. At this critical 
moment appeared Ponson, coming in from the towp, with a 
face expressive of horror. ' Commandant,'. said he, ' I have a 
* shocking piece. of news to tell you.' What news? said the 
other, who was not in a. very good humour to listen to any 
news. * I am married,' cried Ponson-.-* marriedy I^ive you 
*• my oath, to Miss such a one,' naming the prettiest gkl in the 
town. * This here wicked curate, (Mr. Niigeii, whom he held 
by the arm,) < has tied the .knot, before I could find out what 
« he was about.' This ridiculous sally^ when.eitplained to the 
by-standersy Relaxed the features of the whole company; 
scowling looks were dropt^ and peace and mutual ajgreement 
succeeded. - . 

" Ponspn was hardy, and patient to admiration of labour 
and want of rest. A continued watching of five days and 
nights together, when the rebels were growing desperate for 
prey and mischief^ did not appear to sink his spirits in the 
smallest degree. He was ready at a-moment's notice to sally 
out upon the marauders, whom, if he caught them in the fact, 
belaboured without mercy, and without a symptom of fear for 
his own safety. Tied' to a sword as long as himself^ and arm- 
ed with pistols, firelock and bayonet, he stretched himself up 
to view till he became terrific — at least he frightened many a 
tall peasant most heartily. He was. strictly honest, .and could 
not bear the want of this quality in others;, so that his patience 
was pretty well tried by his Irish allies, for whom he could not 
find names sufficiently expressive of contempt. The worst 
part of his character was that which related to religion. The 
commandant reported him to be a down right atheist* In bis 
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practice he went beyond the common herd of tjie French army, 
who, though they shewed no desire to join in worship with any 
people (a circumstance frightful to all, and astonishing to the 
Roman catholics) yet respected the devotions of their neigh- 
bovdrs* Ponson was a stouter sinner. The first time he dined 
with the family at the castle, the bishop observing him suddenly 
to quit the room, asked the commandant what he meant. ' You 

* will hardly believe,' said Charost, ' that your saying grace to 

* your meat appeared to him. an action so very ridiculous, that 

* as he knew it would be ill manners to laug^, he was forced to 

* leave the table till he could suppress the en^otion.' In fact 
the bisKop did not believe it ;' but in his own mind attributed 
the action to a more probable cause, vanity: the miserable 
affectation of appearing to be more wicked than he really was., 

** With these three Frenchmen was sometimes joined an 
officer of theirs' froin Ballina, who bore the title of Major 
0*Keon. A native of our barony of Tyrawley, O'Keon had 
received his educatipn for the priesthood in France^ and had 
attained to a benefice of some value in the church, when the 
revolution, stripping him at once of profession and ' livelihood, 
forced him to become a soldier for bread. The common road 
to a commission in the French armies is now, I understand, 
length of service in the ranks. By service O^Keon was be- 
come either a major or a captain, for he wa9 called: indifferently 
by both name^ He was a fat, jolly looking man, with a ruddy 
countenance that carried nothing forbidding in it, except that 
his black thick eye-brows ran into each other, as they often do 
in aboriginal Irish faces. ' Of the English tongue he retained 
enough to be quite intelligible; and being also expert in Irish 
as well as French, he was able to render considerable service 
to his cause. His connections with this neighbourhood (for he 
had a father and two brothers near Ballinat heartily affected to 
the French) induce a istrong suspicion of the truth of a story 
which he gave out when he first landed, and*to which he ad- 
hered to the ladt, that his being destined to this expediticm was 
an accident, and that the squadron itself which brought, him 
over, was intended to invade, not KiUalla, but Donegal!. From 



tSB CfftMiiMSm, tfaeisohop had coiicemfl A igeod (J|itiiiQ& ^ 
^8 mam iBiB language bireadsed ncdiiag «biit H»WhMiss ofeid 
Ifterili^^ and indeed bi& behaviaar irasottHable, far he ^Mit- 
-ed hhuflfelf on aA oocamos to pnsyfect the lojfFsfljistfli, and fees* 
^tniftly witk iIk gi^atest eifect. At one tim^ partioilailyv ht 
^^mdtofaave prevailed on an armed mob at BaHiiia te draf 
4^heir declaered ^mifKifie of marching ta KiUafla to bave ^ the 
fsrOMStantB ^lere imprison^dt H is even^dded^ that lie tui^ied 
^etn back after diey had actuaHy advanced a part ef ike wsy* 
Thb conduct, livh^faer he ad«ypted it from p^Qoi|Kd -or |^lk^> 
•iSWtributed tnfcare, thai! hk pro v4ng himself to ht^ naturalwd 
^PrendittiaB, to save his life afterwards da hts xourtHtnarl^ at 
Caadcbar. He escaped with some difieul^, with the hdp ^ 
on Ittteeitation in his hehaMinom the ibishap among msmyothersi 
iMid being forbid ever to return to the British tetritorkiSf he 
4e!i;pfessed tn XFidalin) and afterwaeds by ktfecr from Yarmoud^ 
4he Mjgbe^ cenae fif ins obligations to the hiahe|)k It is painfiil 
%0 aAd, that experience and further inquiry Into the obaraGler 
trf'this jqQondam pneat has ceoavmced his beoe£a}ctoi^ t^sUt ^ 
^mim mm& deficieiit both in morals and t:ommbn lionea^* 

^ Befbve fflnmhert bad quitted Ji^lalla, a pcawm cane tia 
iam from fiaUina, of the name of BeHew. He 'Was >bo^ier $» 
9r. HeUew, the titidar bishop of tJite see^and by ina otrn xeport 
was not long «nce come from abroad to reeover -a pad^moi^, • 
ivem the possesion of which he ^as mguflldy detained by Us 
%rothcir. To the loysdxsts he pretteatod, that die ftrospea of 
tieiBgensMed to take vetigeance <» tbb bvoliier^ was his chief 
^diicem^ far joinit^ the Fxeneh :Mo general Bunribert he 
vyrged- t^e merit of hxs aiilitary knowledge, acquired l^ di^ 
tecta years seivice Ainder tfae /emporor. . Se waa ^ken fajy th^ 
^^tttil at his word^ and presently jnoeeifved from him « |M>m« 
':pous cwririiission to be gencrafairimo t>f iafl ibc ^e^ elWmac^ 
levied and to be levied witbm a dialrtct eKtending from BaUina 
^ l^es^p6^t« 'Jt ^apposimi m the aeqitei» homr hl^ the fksiGh 
^piipAeA ^Ih^h: oiv^n ^cdmmasions to iiisfameni for this man 
pteaenxfy shewing by Us ^behaxriour itfaat he waa a ibeasdy 
^ywAmA irimost to lunacy^ Cbaipo&rt imrnd hkm oitt of bia 



^|E«e «widi disgnce, in the £Kce of /the iftbd 9xmy^ iditfiMt 
iMBriag for fihottbaitlB ^orders, and gxve the charge of the levies 
to O^DonneL As long as he had any authofnty, M* k genial 
Betlewiras a sadniiismniDe to the peopk of Killalla, particularly, 
to the Jamily of Mr* Owen MorriaoD, a worthy and very re^ 
speetabie pnotefltant merchant^ at whose house he dbose to take 
up hid quairters. He theM Itred as in a conquered country^ 
^storting ^y llireats from his :bosts whatever he siranted, even 
t^ wearing app»cl, get<ang drank continually, lighting bb pipe 
witii paper torn from the walls of his apartment, aod laying n 
heavy tax on the sight and smell of every body ^at approached 
kiiii,%eing to liie last degvee filthy in his person, and eaten up 
with •die iteb. 'Wlwa be got any fresrii 4^thing, his practice 
Was to pot it over the ^diA habilimems; so that he wore two or 
du«e shirts, «nd a ^paur^of «attn small ciothev of Mr. Morrison's 
when he was iKUiged* For to this catastrophe the wretched 
creature deseiVedly auue at ^last» He was taken at the battle 
of £ilialla, tried by the tomt-marUal, and e^^ecuted two dgys 
after in ^ ifidliop^ deniesne. 

<^ Sad as the sttuation of the owners of the castle during 
tiieir capdvt^^Nppearied to Jki, «t must be confessed it was in 
many vespeets far belter tban diat of the town's peofde. The 
castle, being ^head qvarters, was regularly supplied with provi* 
sionsy draw«i froin die plunder of the country ; and the presence 
ef die Frendi officeis^ added to ibe large family always re»« 
dent VSL at, left litde toom for intruders from the rebel army; 
b-the town the^case was different. Tliere a scarcity next to 
fiimifie^sooa appeared; n^ine^ the only source of subsistence^ 
often fafled df ^success; m consequence every petty fellow^ 
who ^eould by dieft or violence provide himself with a sword 
and a case of pistols, immediate^ took d^ name and authority 
of an oflbser, and lived (especially in protestant houses, which 
were sdmoQt the oiAy decent ones) at his tifooretioiu Pei^omd 
bjiaries, indeed^ wei^e mure, because the municipal power was 
always ^^haad to restnun or punish thent; but insolence and 
avarioe had their f uH swing. In popular commotions it has 
generally been observed, that natural talents go but a little way 
to procure infloenGe; the leader of a mob i& almost invariably 
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the man that outgoes aU the rest in wickedness and audacity. 
An example, in proof of this observationy occurred on the mom* 
ing of the sixth of September. 

*' The cattle family were assembled at tea, and Mrs. Stock 
and the commandant amusing themselves (as well as they 
could with two separate languages) at a party of picquet, when 
word was brought that a Mr. Goodwin, a protestant of the 
town, had just been sent to prison by major Flanagan, without 
a shadow of reason, and that he must remain in custody till the 
morning, unless the commandant would come to his''2ud. This 
pretended major was a drunken daring wretch, who had kept 
an ale-house at Killalla, and was but lately returned from die 
gaol of Castlebar, where he had been confined on a charge 
of treason, and narrowly escaped transportation. The compa- 
ny rose, and the gendeman acconapanied the commandant to 
the scene of disturbance, Mr. Morrison's house, the bishop 
himself thinking the occasion of that nature as to demand 
some risk of his own person. At the door, where a great 
crowd had assembled, they found Hanagan on horseback, drunk 
^d very noisy. The commandant, by his interpreter the bishop, 
asked the man his authority for committing people to prison, 
commanded him to 'go and discharge his prisoner, and was an- 
swered saucily, that he would not. let Goodwin stir from the 
prevot that night, let who would order it. It was a very serious 
crisis. There was just light enough to discern in the faces of 
surrounding multitude a doubt, a wavering between the two 
contending parties, which would probably be decided in favour 
of that which stood firmest to its point. Bellew, the mock 
general, took the part of his fellow-drunkard, entreating him in 
a wheedling tone to give a promise that he would set the pri- 
soner at liberty in the morning. 

" Most of the spectators were armed. Had a spirit of mis- 
chief prompted any one of them to rdse his weapon against 
the commandant and his company, a general massacre and anar- 
chy would most probably have followed. Charost was sensible 
that all depended on steadiness. With a strong and firm tone 
he commanded Flanagan to cjuit his horse. The culprit, look- 
ing round for help, and seeing none, obeyed. He was then d^- 
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libcrately stript by the commandant himself of his pistols and 
sword, and put under arresi: for disobeying the ordei-s of his 
superior officer, when he was first spoken to. The place of hii 
confinement, it was supposed, would, for that night at least, be 
the house near which they were standing, and already Flana- 
gan's comrades^ under a shew of respect for the arrest, were 
leading him into Mr. Morrison's, when the bishop hastily in- 
terposing cried out to the comioaandstnt hot to let him go. The 
hint was taken, for the fellow would surely have been liberated 
as soon as we had turned our backs. Charost took his arm, 
the tall Norman marched before him, Ponson strutted behind, 
supported by the casde gentry, and the procession arrived with- 
out let or molestation at the guard-room by the casde gate, 
where the mutineer was ordered to take up his quarters for the 
night. The crowd then dispersed; Goodwin was set at liberty; 
and after a two hours' confinement Mr. Toby Flanagan was 
allowed to go about his business, divested of his borrowed au- 
thority, together with the ensigns of it, his sword and pistols, 
which the commandant would never afterwards suffer him to 
resume. The bishop met him at times in the street, and was 
certain from his scowling visage that he meditated revenge. 
Indeed he had at all times an uncommon wickedness in his 
eyes, which, though dark and piercing, he was unable to fix 
steadily upon an honest man. His death therefore, on the . day 
of Killalla, was the only one at the news of which the whole 
town seemed to concur in rejoicing ; nor was the manner of it 
dissimilar from his life. He fled from the battle into a house in 
the town, where he knew he had no chance of being long hid 
from his pursuers. So he joined a party of the victors as they 
were in full chase after the rebels, crying out * that he would 
*be their guide to the wicked croppies,' till coming to a place 
where twg passages met, he pointed out one of them to the sol- 
diers, and threw himself headlong into the other. * That's a 
* croppie himself,' exclaimed with an oath a Frazer fencible, 
who had kept his eyes upon him; and on the instant he sent a 
ball after the wily fugitive, which terminated all his pranks at 
once." ' ' 



CHAPTER 5m. 



IMMEDIATELY on intelligence of the invasion, lord 
Comwallis determined to inarch in person against the ehemy^ 
and accordingly arrived at Phillipstown on the 26A of Augast ; 
having made a progress of forty-four Irish miles in two days. 
He arrived at Kilbeggan very early in the morning of the SSth, 
when he was informed of the defeat at Casdebar; he then ad- 
vanced to Athlone, where he was positively informed by mat^ 
who had fled through Tuam, particularly an officer of the catnbi- 
neers, that the French had pursued geneipal Lake's army to 
Tuam, driven it from that post, and taken possessioti of the 
town; but the French army was too much fatigued with their 
march through the mountains, to pursue the royal troops fur- 
ther than Casdebar. When general Lake arrived at Tuam, he 
judged that post unsafe, particularly as he had lost all his artil- 
lery and ammunidon, and some of the troops being disorderly 
he judged it expedient to retreat nearer to Athlone. Even in 
this town an attack was e3qpected, though it is ^txty-thrce miles 
(torn Castlebar. 

Lord Comwallis saw that the utmost caution was -necessary, 
as well as vigour in the movements of his forces. The mxj- 
tions of the main army, immediately under his own command, 
were calculated to cover the country, to intimidate the abettors 
of rebellion, and to afford an opportunity <rf raBying to any 
tanaller body of troops which might be defeated; irtrile 
those troops were ordered to harass the enenty as much as was 
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in thdr power, without ruoiung risks^ or engag;mg in battle 
without almost a certain^ of success^ Lord XJornwaUis pro'* 
ceeded on the 30th of August, towards Castlebar, and arrived 
at Holl3rmount on the 4th of Septen^ber^ whei^e he purpo&ed 
to advance to Castlebar, fourteen miles distant, and attack the 
French army posted in that town, till in thj& evening of the 
same day, he received information that the French had aban- 
doned that town in the morning, and had proceeded in the 
direction of Foxford; having been informed of lord Comw^I- 
lis's approach. 

After the royal army was defeated at Castlebar, and the 
French had taken possession of the town, great numbers of the 
Irish peasantry flocked to their standard, as those had done at Balli- 
na, from the mcxuntainous parts of the county of Mayo. To fiMT- 
nish these multitudes with fircparms, these brought from France, 
were found to be quite insufficient, though, according to the ac^ 
count of colonel Charost,to the bishop of Killalla, fifty-five hui^- 
dred muskets were delivered to them at Castlebar* Those 
mountaineers were, found to be very aukward in the uae of fire- 
arms, and were of litde use to the French^ who expected far 
more powerful assistance from the Irish* They had also expect- 
ed to be immediately followed by a large army and a considera- 
ble number of arms, with ammunition and stores from France* 
Being entirely disappointed in the former expectation, and 
seeing ao prospect of being gratified with the latter, they began 
to apprehend that they had only been sent to annoy the enemies 
jpf dieir country. They however, even in this case, re- 
solved to perform their duty, and use every effort in their 
jower, against the British government, until they should be 
compelled to surrender. 

On the 1st of September general Humbert ordered the troops 
which he 1^ at Killalla, to repair to the main body, and on the 
4th of the same month, he marched from Caatlebar, and directed 
his march through Foxford^ towards the town of Sligo, with a 
design of entering the county of Donegal, where it was expect* 
ed, the additional forces from France, would land* A body of 
the king's troops, under colonel Crawford, supported by another 
under lieutenant-general Lake, hung upon the rear^ of Hum- 



bcrt*i anny; anodier body of troops, under general Motwe, 
tratched the motions of fjne enemy, at a greater distance ; whHe 
the main army, under lord Comwallis, proceeded in a parallei 
directioR from the town of HoUymount, through Clare and 
Ballyhaunis, towards Carrick-on'-Shannon, intending to regulate 
his subsequent motions by those of the enemy. 

The advtoced*guard of the French having passed Tubber- 
eurry, after a smart action with some yeomen, and arrived at 
tht village of Ooloony, about five miles from Sligo, where it 
was gsdlandy opposed by colonel Terreker, with a detachment 
of the city of limerick militia, a few yeoman, and thir^ of the 
24th dragoons^ and two curricle guns, in the whole not exceed- 
ing three hundred men. Colonel Verreker found the enemy 
advantageously arranged for his reception between him and 
Coloony. The colonel engaged the French about an hour and 
a half, but was at length obliged to retreat to Sligo, with the 
loss of his artillery, and some men killed and wounded. Him- 
self and four other officers were wounded, and ensign Rumley 
killed. The loss of the French in this acUon exceeded fifty, 
tfiirty of whom were wounded. 

Notwithstanding the royal troops were defeated, the French 
army received such a severe check, that- general Humbert 
thought proper to ' relinquish his design of attacking Sligo. 
Humbert then directed his march through Drummahair towards 
Manorhamilton, in the county of Leitrim^ leaving on the road> 
for the sake of expedition, three six-pounders dismounted, and 
throwing five other pieces of artillery over the bridge into the 
water at Drummahair. When he had come within a'few miles 
of Manorhamilton, he suddenly wheeled to the right, and di- 
rected his course through Drumkerm, ^ith intention, as is sup- 
posed, of attempting 'to reach the town of Granard, in the 
county of Longford, where an insuttection had broken out. 
The troops under colonel Crawford, pursued the enemy with 
such expedition, that on the 7th he came to an action with the 
rear-guard, between Drumshambo and Ballyn^mbre, in which 
he was defeated with some loss. ' 

The French army then passed the river Shannon atBallintra, 
and halted in the liight at Cloone, whence it proceeded to Bal- 
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linaMuck, and arrived on the 8th of September, ipd waa so 
closely followed by the troops under Gen. Lake and Col. Crawford, 
that its rear-guard had not time to Uow up the bfklge at BaUin* 
tra, to impede the pursuit. About this time lord Cornwallis*, witb 
the niain army^. crossed the same river at Carnck-on^^ShannQn, 
and marched by Mohill to Saint-Johnstown, in the county of 
Longford, to intercept the enemy in front, should it groceed to 
Granard; by which movement the French army .;0r^. reduced 
to such a situation that, if it had proceeded, it woi^d haye been 
surrounded by an army of near thirty thousand men. 

Generid Humbert then arranged his force? in order of battle, 
and iletermined to maintain the honour of the Freflch arms> 
mitil he should be compelled to surrender. The rear-guard of 
his army was then attacked by the troops under colonel Craw* 
ford^ when about two hundred in^try surrendered. The rest 
conlanued to defend themselves with great spirit fpr near an 
hour ; but when the main body of the army, under general 
Lake^ appeared, they also surrendered,, after having made lord 
Roden, and a small party of dragoons, prisoners. Lord Roden, 
and the dragoons, advancedlnto the French line, for the pur- 
pose of obtaining their surrendry, without the effusion of blood, 
when they were made prisoners. Soon after the king's troops 
came up, and the French desired lord Roden to order them to 
halt, and they surrendered. 

General Humbert surrendered to lieutenant-general Lake, 
^d wad afterwards conductec]^ to lord Comwallis^ who was 
about five rojles off* 

The -rebeb who had joined the French, and accompanied 
them to Ballynamuck, were excluded from quarter, and of 
couiie fled, as fast as they could, in all directions, and were 
pursued by our cavalry, who made a great slaughter among 
them» having killed near five hundred. The number of French 
prisioners were seven hundred and forty-eight privates, and 
ninety-ux officers ; they having sustained a loss of two faun« 
dred and eigbty^ight men, sincc^ their landing at Killalla. 
. "While the French were marching from Casdebar, an alarm- 
ing insurrection broke out in the neighbourhood of Granard^ 
which was designed to make a diversion in their favour, and 



to afford them ft eommodious post, whence they might, wheii 
united, direct their operations against the metropdUs; topre« 
vent this juneibA lord ComwaQis prudently marched Ms forces 
in a line betireen die invading army and the interior coumr}^ 
Great numbers -of rebels joined this conspiracy, partfcularly in 
the county of Longford, who were headed by the 0*HianiS) 
the two Detmistons, O^Connel!, Farrell, and O^BeiDy, 231 men 
of property. Their plan was to rise at the summons of iSieir 
chiefs p the neighbourhood of Graaard, to seise that p<>6t and 
then to attack the town of Cavan, where a great quanti^ of MM 
and ammimition were deposited. On the 5th of September, a 
body of upwards of four thousand of these insurgents were on 
the point of surprising the town of Granard^ before any con* 
siderable force could be had for its protection. Between seven 
and eight In the morning the rebels were within sight of the 
town, under the command of Alexander Denniston.^ At diis 
criticd moment captain Cottingham of the Cavan and BaSy* 
haise yeomen infantry and eighty-five men arrived for its de- 
fence, and joined the few yeomen who were in the town. 
Captain Cottingham's force now consisted /of one hundred and 
fifty-seven infantry and forty-nine cavalry; which he placed in 
^nd advantageous position on a hill, between the insurgetitA and 
the town J but observing that the rebels, who were fadvancing 
in one column, divided into three for the purpo^ of surround'- 
ing his litde army, he retreated to' another position stiU nearer 
the town, where he was protected by a bank and other fences^ 
and in this posidon awaited the attack of the rebels, who dtovv 
(i number of cattie before them to anncn^ the y^6men, but they 
turned the caule aside without faHing into confusion i dien ^ 
rebels advanced close to their line, and receive4' a destruetive 
discharge of musketry; notwithstSmding which they per^vm^d 
in their attetnpt during five hours, from nine In the morning 
till tWo in the afternoon, when they fled and were pursued with 
great slaughter. It was said that upwards of four hnndb^d 
rebels were killed in this Jlction, without any loss on the part of 
the yeomen, except two privates who were slightly wounded. 
Great praise is due tO captain Cottmgham, and the men under ' 
his command, fqr haVifig repulsed so superior a foite. Besides 
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the'yecHnen, three gentlemen are tnuth pnAsedfor t||birgaUaint 
behaviour on this dccaaioD, Andfew ^11^ of Brnfiilaeelg and 
Moutray Erskine^ wh6 volunie^redi and Ralph Sjl^pphig wko 
defended, the entrance into the town- bf the barracks. This 
victory was of the greatest importance^ as it pmv^nted the 
spreading of the insurrection) Wi ihofte murders a^d devasta**- 
tions which would have been its CQiisequeuces. ' 

The maiti body of the rdbels,: after its defeat, 4*irected its 
march to Wilson's hospit^ a commodious biulding erected &r 
charitable purposes, the maintaaEance of twenty aged men and 
an hundred boys, in the county of Wa&tmeath, from a legacy 
bequeathed by Andrew Wilson, of Piersfield* This building 
had been entered and plundered in the morning of the same 
day, by another body of the rebels, who were taking measures 
to murder, on the following day, the 6th of September^ twenty- 
seveni protestant prisonerSf who had been conveyed thither from 
the country^ when the defeated rebels arrived; which they 
would have effected^ had not they been prevented by the ap- 
proach of a small body of troops which lord Longford had» 
with great diligence, collected. This force consisted of some 
yeomen and a detachment of the Argyl|£shire fencibles, with 
One field-piece, imder the command of major Porter, the whol^ 
not exceeding two hundred and fifty men. A large body o^ 
rebels, five hundred of whom were armed with muskets, 
marphed fnmi the hospital to meet these troops, near the village 
of Battibrusna. Here this little army was posted as soon as 
intelligence was received of the advance of the rebels, and 
awaited their attack, which began with a most furious attempt 
to seize the field-piece ; but after a few discharges of grape 
shot, by whidi many of them were killed, they were obliged to 
retreat in the greatest confusion. In their retreat a party of 
them took shdter in a farfA-house and put-building% which the 
king's troops immediately set fire to, and they were in conse- 
quence burne^d ; together with many unfortunate wretches who 
had gone into them. It was now almost dark, and the troops 
determined to 1^ on their arms all night, and attack the insur* 
gents in the hospital next morning. With this intention they 
proc^eeded at day Hght, but found it evacuated by the rebels, 
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vha had plundered and destroyed eveiy valuable article they 
fbuiul in it. The loss of the rebelsf in this action, has be^. 
stand at upwards of one hundred tn killed and wounded; while 
that of tho royalists was only two men killed* * . 

After this dme, the rebeU never appeared in arms in the 
neighbourhood of Granard ; bat in die western parts of the 
country, pardsularly in the county of Mayo, where they had 
first risen to assist the French, they still conunued in a state of 
insurrection*. They were not informed of the surrendry of 
general Humbert's arniy, untft a few days after it luid taken 
place; and before they knew that <;ircumstance, a body of 
rebels attacked Casdebar, which had been occupied by the 
lung's troops, immediately on the evacuation of it by the 
French. 

The garrison, consisting of fifty-seven Frazer fencibles, 
thirty-four vofunteers,' and one troop of cavalry, was so judi- 
ciously posted by captain Urquart, of the fencibles, as to com- 
pletely rout the insurgents^ whose intention was to plunder die 
town, and murder all the protestant inhabitants^ as they wera 
not permitted to molest them, while commanded by the French 
ofiicers. 

About this time most of the towns . which had fallen into the 
hands of the insurgents were recovered^ particularly Westport 
and Newport, by the fencibles and yeomen under the honour- 
able Dennis Browne, and captain Urqnart ; but Ballina and 
Killalla remained some time longer in possession of the 
rebels. 

« Saturday September 8th, (a day memorable for the victory 
at Ballinamuck) exhibited to the town of Killalla a neiv subject 
of alarm and terror. Hidierto it had been, to such as had any 
thing to lose, matter of comfort to observe how awkardly the 
armed peasants handled their firelocks, and how slow a progress 
they were making in the arts of destruction. This day, for 
the first time, pikes began to be talked of, instead of muskets. 
An ofiicer of the rebels, one of the very few among them who 
seemed to have a head for mischief as well as a heart, signified 
to the commandant (still by the bishop, who made it a point to 
interpret faithfully, even where the matter of discourse naade 
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him shudder) that the friends of liberty, seeing the fire-ai«hs 
were all distributeds and that they were not thought worthy of 
being trusted with the ammunition brought from France, had 
come to a resolution of forming a strong body of pikemen, 
who, they trusted, would be fouad capable of doing at least as 
much execution on the enemy as any of their fellows; .There- 
fore desired permission to seize upon all the iron* they 
could find in the stores of Mr. Kirkwood, or elsewhere, to' 
fabricate pike-heads» 

^' Charost liked the proposal almost as jittle as the bishop 
did. As a soldier, he despised the service of pikem^ ag^st 
regular troops; as a man, he hated the use to which theS6 
weapons might be applied by the robber and the murderer* - 
But it was not his place to throw obstacles in the mAy ctf stiff 
offer to advance the common cause. He contented hiilrsdf 
therefore with appl^udmg the zeal oL the people, who, tie s^ijy 
should have leave to use Mr. Kirkwood's iron, as soon a$ ther6 
was an absolute need of making free with that gejideman's 
propertyf but advised them to try first whether they could 1>0t 
get iron enough in an honest way^ by converting int^ ^P^!^*^^ 
heads what they had at home of that material, their ovhi forks 
and other implements of husbandry, l^ie auiswer was t^ket^ 
in good partf and saved the stores for the present. JBuxt as pikes 
were not forbidden, all the smidis and carpenters wer^ pr^eot* . 
ly set to work at making them, and every thief was bu^y in 
supplying materials for them. Pitch-forks were lawfid pr&ae 
from that day forth; and young trees were more beomiing a$ 
pike handles in the grasp of a lover of liberty, than lis oms^ 
ments to a gentleman's farm* In a short time a body df pike- 
men was rsused, under the^direction of the officer abo^ men* 
tioned, which receiving daily accessions bf numbersi because 
-they carried their weapons every where, did no regular military 
duty, 1^' mixed in tvtty tttmiiltuous assembly with a superior 
aptoess for mischief. : . -'. * 

** Precarious as the state of things at this* time evidendy 
was, it created surprise to* observe, that the country folk had 
the hardiness to continue bringing their goods to the-market, 
where they found a ready sale. Charost atrailed himself of 
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hift power, only to take the weightier afticle^ of provision; 
£rom the lower class of people he drew little or nothing with- 
out paying for it. Of course, what ready money he had 
bronght with him, which did not exceed fo^y louis^ was soon 
expended* The other officers were poorer dian himself, and 
their pay from home was not to be expected* In this exigen* 
cy there was no resource, but in a requisition of money from 
the district, which enjoyed the benefit of the t*rench protection. 
The bishop was applied to for a list of names of persons most 
eampetent to contribute. His |nswer was, that he saw no ob- 
jection either to the demand itself^ or the quantum^ which was 
fifty guiveay, and that he should hiriiself pay one fifth of the 
contribution | but he desired to be excused from the business 
«f assessteg the other inhabitants, as he was too new a comer 
Id be acquainted with their circumstances* Mr* Devitt, their 
new magistrate, occurred as the person most likely to execute 
the business for them. Presently comes a tbmslated letter from 
die commandant to the citiaren magistrate Devitt, inviting him 
^ to entreat the town and district of Killalla to shew, by their 
^ contributions, their zeal for the glorious cause of the people. 
^ Some had come forward already with presents of money; and 
< the writer doubted not, but many would be ready to imkate 
^ the good example. An exact register should be kept of the 

* names and the sums subscribed^ and the French government 

* only asked it under the name of a loan.* With some delay 
and grumUtng the sum was raised at last, a good part of which 
remained in the hands of Mrs. Stock (the bishop's lady) till it 
proved a seasonable supply to Charost and his companions when 
they were ordered away to Dublin. 

" About this time O^Donnel, the young man mentioned be- 
fore as having helped to protect Mr.* Kirkwood in firris, came 
to Killalla, with no other view, as he pretended, than to offer 
his services in preser\'ing the peace of the town, by everting 
his influence over the mounteSneers of his own district. To 
this object he seemed for some time to confine his attention, and 
gained so upon the commandant by an appearance of sense and 
activity, that he was presently appointed to the office of town- 
major, with a command over the nightly watch. It is possible, 
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the l^retich; but haviag a larg« share tfi vmipf m his oompo*' 
Ation^ and feeling himsdtf grow into consequence among ihb 
rebels by eomparifioti with their drunken general Bellew, he 
aspired to bis plaee^ and in fact (though never formally) suc^ 
ceeded to it, after the other was turned out. Charost had more 
than once occasion, in the sequel, to repent of having placed Jt 
confidence in this man before lie had time to know hia cbarao* 
ten The airs the young jackanapes gave himself beeanoie everj 
day more troubkson»e. On pretence that he mu^t have a bedi 
at the castle to take the orders of the commandant in caed of 
any disturbance at ntght,^ he toc^ to himself one of the bed^ 
chambers of the middle floor> froni which it was not possU^^i 
afterwards to dislodge him; and this apattment he was pleased 
to distinguish by die name bf hi^ room* His next attenipt was 
to be admitted to mess, with the family ; but here he failed of 
success. The bidiop, disgusted with his forwardness and vvd^ 
gar manners^ avoided as much as possible all intercourse 
with him, and when he did ask lum to ait down at his table (as 
at times he could scarcely help doing so without rudeness) it 
was evidently die result of constraint; so that Mr/ O^Dotind 
kept himself at a distance for the most part, but complained 
much of the ingradtude with which he was treated, after hta 
great services in protecting #ie bishop and his famil^'* The 
presence of such a lodger taught the people at the eas^ tofedl 
for the situation of dieir neighbours of tife tow», annoyed^, as 
they were known to be, by company of a still coarset mould* 
Day and night the stair case was infested with O^Oonnel's levee^ 
either with drunken boors from Erris^ car his own kinsfolk the 
Macguires of Crosmalixta, the principal of whom was a brew«^ 
er of some substance, who for his good services to Ftance by 
enga^g. himself and three or four sons in this rebellion, haa 
lately been requited with a hdten His sOhs, strong brutes wi<^ 
out mind or manners, but by aid of pillage provided with gGto<| 
clothes and arms^ were back and forward at Killalla,^coocertiag 
measures with their cousin 0*Doiinel, and, indeed, helj^ing to* 
make him less odious, when his behaviour was viewed kk com- 
parison with theirs. 

Rr 
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« One of Ac Macguires, under colour of deliverkig a mes- 
sage to die cdmmandant, had the insolence one day to thruA 
himself into the dining paiiour, while the family were at dinner, 
and seemed to enjoy the ) alarm which his saucy countenance^ 
his sword and pistols^ occasioned among the ladies. The com- 
mandant instantly ordered him to leave the room, with a sharp 
rebuke for his presumption, declaring at the same > time, that 
there were two hours of the twenty-four which' he would not 
Buffer to be wrested from him by any business whatsoeven 
Another of these three youths^ Roger Macguire, carried him- 
selif with so much impertinence in his embassy at Castlebar (to 
be mentioned presendy) as would have drawn destruction on 
his own head, if the safety of better people had not happened at 
chat time to be included in his. 

<* Disagreeable as an inmate, O'Donnel was not, however, 
without merit as an officer, and a guardian of the public peace. 
His first exertions were directed to preventing waste by the un- 
necessary slaughter of beasts* To supply the rebel camp, sheep 
and oxen had been driven in daily in such numbers, and with 
so litde attention to economy^ that as there was very little salt 
to be had, and the weather was rather warm, it was found ne- 
cessary to bury many joints of fresh meat in the earth to 
' prevent an infection. Of this abuse the commandant and 
the bishop were eye-witnesses one morning, being led to 
a back-yard in the town where lay the carcases of half a 
dozen bullocks just killed. 0«Donnel received orders to lay 
before the magistrate Devitt, regular accounts of what fresh 
meat would be wanted by the troops on permanent duly. The ma- 
gistrate was to issue a requisition for the supply demanded, 
sending a guard to take so much from the f^mers, and ne 
more. The beasts were to be taken to one particular spot, ap- 
pointed for killing them: and proclamation waslmade, that any 
person caught in driving and' killing, without a written order 
from the magistrate, should be instantly shot. By the viplance 
of 0<Donnel the order was tolerably well obeyed, though the 
consumption after all was certainly very great. 

** It was a novel situation to the bishop to be forced to sub- 
sist on plunder, both of meat and drink. The choicest beef 
and mutton from grazing grounds that feed the boast of the 
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markets of Dublin, excellent wines and spirits extracted from 
the cellars of his very good friends the neighbouring gentry, 
made their visits in due order at the castle, and were received, 
at first widi groans and lamentations over the times^ and at last 
with great equanimity, as a misfortune that could not be helped. 
At times, the company at the casde even felt a disposition to be 
merry on the arrival of one of these felonious cargoes* Some 
bottles of excellent hock, drawn from the cellars of the ri^t 
Hon. CQlonel King at Btdlina, came as a present from the'lB'rench 
officer there to M. Charost. The wine on trial' was found so 
good, that conscience began to mutter at the shi of assisting in 
the robbeiy of so hospit^le a gentleman as the on^ner must 
have been, unless he might be proved guilty of some crime* 
He was therefore formally indicted for loyalty^ for an obstiniate 
adherence to his sovereign, and to the constitution imder which 
he was bom. The charge was easily proved, as cdlotiel ELing 
was then just recovering fyom a shot through the body, which 
he had received at the batde of New Ross, fighting stoutly at 
the head of his regiment against the United Irishmen, the men* 
torious allies of France, and lovers of revolution* Of course 
he was pronounced guilty with acclamations^ and his win^ was 
confiscated without a dissenting voice. . 
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. u THE confusion of the times had unavoidably suspended | 
,t)lQ e^er4se of public worship by the members of the establishr 
^d church, Qn the Lord's-day, a 4;onsiderable number froi^ 
the town used to venture^ into the castle to join the family theiy 
at devotions^ offered up with a seriousness and fervency suit- 
able to the present distress. The worthy minister of the parish, 
dean Thompson, went through the church service, assisted by 
his curate; the bidiop preached. We all found by experience» 
both lay and clergy^ the truth of the psalmist's declaration. 
It is good for me that I have been in affliction, Happy, if we 
shall be enabled by the divine aid> through the varj'ing scenes 
of our future life, to retain the good feeling, and prac- 
tise the lessons, which that awful, period impressed upon 
us ! Prayers were offering at the. castle on die ninth of Sep- 
tember^ when the congregation was alarmed by hearing the 
sound of the cathedral bell* On inquiry it was found that Mr. 
O^Donnel had taken the key of the church out of the sexton's 
house, and ordered the bell to be rung for the purpose of calling 
his Soman catholic followers to mass in the house of Mr. Mor- 
rison, a protestant merchant, who with his family, was forced to 
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withess 'the cerismony* The bishop was detenoiiied. not to 
I overlook such an encroachment He went^ immedktt4y ^ftar 
^divine service^ to O^Don];iel, expostulated calmly with htm on 
an iftction which zpust awake the jealousy of the established 
•church for the safety of what the law had put into their hands^ 
and in conclusion, desired he ^ould return the key> atid for 
the future, give up all thought of using the. church bell. With 
this demand O'Bonnel, s^arently $oftened by the manner in 
which it was urged, complied; nor was any attempt afteriifrardk 
'actually made on the cadiedral by the Romanise, though in 
•the camp they often expressed a resolution to seize upon it» 
' .The presence of the French always restrained them. 

^ Indeed, the contrast with regard to religious sentimenttf 
between the French and their Irish allies^ was extremely cm* 
riousb Th& athtest despised and affronted the bigot; but the 
wonder was, how the zealous papist should com^ ^ an}? terms 
of agreement with a set of men^ who boasted openly in our 
Jie&ring, *"that they had just driven Mr. Pope oiit «f Jtaly, 
,^ and did not expect to find him again so suddenly inf Irdand.* 
It astonished tiie French officers to hear the. recruits^ when thejr 
i)ffered th^etr service, declare, ^ that they were come to take 
* arms for France, and the Blessed Virgin.^ The ccmduct of 
die several priests, whg engaged in the same treasonable enters 
prise, was yet more suiprising dian that of their peofSle* No 
set of nien'i»uld be treated with more appso^nt marks < of dis'- 
likef auad even contempt^ than these were by the French^ 
though ^i»it the plainest suggestions of policy, which recom* 
n^^ded att»tion to them, both as having an influence over 
thdur Hocks, imd as useful interpreters, most of them, (from 
their foreign education,) being able to speak a little French. 
Tet the eomtfiahdant wt>uld not trust to their interpretation: if 
he waited to inofir the truths he waited dll he could see the 
bishop^ A htair^brained priest ot the name of Sweeney had 
escaped alonK with Boudet from Newport, when it was re-> 
taken, aiqprebctisive of the punishment which afterwards over- 
took the pQ0r jrretch fer the active part hej^ adopte4 in ex- 
citing his pari^bionenL^rdwIlion. The man had a ^ni^tttering 
of science, partifaiku^ris tl» antkitikies of his oox^Mf^ ^ which 
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he seemed to be patoionately foniL On h&ug iotrodaced by 
Boudet to the commandant, he prefeit&d an humble request Id 
that officer, that whereas evexy thing lately belonging to the 
protestants must now be French property, and inasmuch as 
soldiers were not usually covetous of books, he should be ex- 
tremely obliged to M. Charost, if he would make him a present 
of the bishop of Killalla's library. ^ The bishop's libnuy!' 
answered Charost^ turning frcmi him with contempt, ^ is just 
'as. much his own now^ as ever it was.' 

^ What powerful motive could prevail on this order of moi 
to lend their hearts and hands to a revolution^ which so Biani- 
fesdy threatened to overwhelm their own credit and consequence, 
supposing even that* they were indifferent to the fate of that 
religion of which they professed themselves to be the conse- 
crated ministers ? I will tell the reader what I conceive to be 
the true key to this mystery, if I may have his pardon for the 
digression. 

'^ The almost total dependence of the Romish clergy of Ire- 
land upon their people for the n^eans of subsistence is the cause, 
according to my best judgment, why, upon every popular com- 
motion, many priests of that communion have been, and until 
measures of better'policy are adopted, always will be found in 
the ranks df sedition and opposition to the established govern- 
ment. The peasant will love a revolution, because he feels the 
weight of povertyv.and has not often the sense to perceive that 
a change of masters may render it heavier; the priest must fol- 
low the impulse of the popular wave, or be left behind on the 
beach to perish; There was a time indeed, when superstition 
was of force to uphold the credit and revenues of the church of 
Rome, even where convulsions sh6ok to pieces the fabric of 
civil government. But the reign of superstition is either past^ 
Or passing : at least if it holds the mind of the believer, it is 
not, by many degrees, so effectual as formerly to open hiafiurse^ 
Holy oil, and indulgencies, and absolutions, have Men very 
much in their price; confessions are, comparatively speaking, 
unproductive; and even the golden mine of purgcuory seems to 
be running to a thread. Voluntary ccMitribution, the main re- 
source of the priest, must depend on popularity. / live with 
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me, and lire as I do* Oppress me not-widt superior learning 
OT refinement. ; Take thankfully what I choose to gpive you, and 
earn it by compliance with my political creed and jconduct'— 
such, when justly translated, is the lai^iiage of the Irish cot- 
tager to his priest. It is language which will be listened to in 
proportion to the exigency of the case. A sturdy moralist will 
do his duty in spite of peaury : admirable, and not to be looked 
for among the common herd of mankind^ is the vii4:ue which 
can withstand the menace of absolute want of bread. The re- 
medy for this defect in the present political system of Ireland, 
should seem to be as easy as it is obvious. But it is not for a 
private individual to suggest to our enlightened legislature 
either the time or die measure in which such a remedy^ ought 
to be applied. 

^^ Although the cathedral church of Killalla escsqped violence 
in the manner related, diere was scarcely another protestant 
place of worship throughout the united dioceses, that did not 
quickly bear evident marks of the rel](gious intolerance of the 
rebels. But their malice was chiefly directed against a presby- 
terian meeting-house between KSlaUa and Ballina, 'the only 
one of the kind in the county. Jt had lately been fitted up and 
decently ornamented by the unwearied exertions of the minister, 
the reverend Mr. Marshall, whose exemplary character had 
entitled him to so much respect, that all his protesaht neighbours, 
without distinction, had contributed to give him a handsome 
place of worship. In a very short time after the commence- 
ment of the rebellion, nothing remained of the meeting-house 
except the walk. The congregation experienced no better 
treatment than their temple. They were a colony of very in- 
dustrious weavers from the north-, translated hither some years 
back by the^carl of Arran, to a village of his called MuUifarrah, 
where they h;id flourished so much,^.that they were grown rich, 
and had ini:u:eased toHhe number of a thousand persons. The 
name of Orangemen had but just begun to be heard of in Con- 
naught; and much it were to be wished, that no such society, 
had ever appeared among us, to furnish to the Romanists too 
plausible a pretext for alarm and hostility against their pro- 
testant brethren. . .The bishop had opposed their establishment 



S20 SfiB£lXIOSr Df ntEUkMft 

irith all his might. Oh the yery day when the invasloii h^ 
pened, he was bumdd in eatering a protest, in his primtry 
▼isitation Qharge^ against the first sentebte of the oalh by which 
Orangeinen are united together^ ^ I am not a. Roman catholi€.' 
"Die wbrds* sounded in his ears too madi'like those tn th0 
prophet. Stand off^ lam holier than thou; and assuredly they 
are not calculated to conciliate* Th^ society had originated in 
tbe same northetn county, which some years befoFe had dis* 
graced itself by an infamy- new ta protestants^ an actual explo- 
sion of Roman cathc^s fr6li^' their homes. The perpetrators of 
diis lawless deed were suppo^d to be chiefly presbyterians^ 
and now upon the uitoifendtog people of that perauasion id 
Connaught were to be retaliated the injuries dibmt to the Ro- 
manists in Ulster. The village of MuUifarrah, on pretence of 
Searching for arms, was ransacked in three noctumal invasions 
6f the rebels, till there was nothing left in it ^orth carrying 
away; and this in defiance of a protection under the hand of 
Ae commandant, obtained for them and -their pastor by the 
bish<:^. The poor sufferers came in tears to SL Charost, to 
fetum him a protection which had done them no good* It 
Shocked him very much. Often did he whisper the bishop, 
that no consideration should prevail on him agsun to tru3t him- 
self to such a horde of savages as the Irish. 

" The cloud of common suffering makes die featurea of 
distinction between protestants, in the matter of religion, ap* 
pear as nothing. Mr. Marshall having lost his own chapel, 
readily and devoudy joined us in our worsl^p* Service being 
ended, he informed us, that the people ©f Sligo, after a smart 
action or two at Coloonfey on the « preceding Thursday, had 
succeeded in turning the French from tl^ir own town towards 
the county of Leitrim, where it was probable they would meet 
a force from Enniskillen and Dublin, that would b& able to 
give a good account of them. Castlebar^ NewportJPratt, and 
Wes^rt, he assured us, were recovered, and nothing remained 
in the hands of the enemy but our town and Ballina* The 
joy of this news was presendy dashed with the reflection, that 
if the French should push on, and be defeated at length in 
some place far removed from us, we must be left* absolutely 
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destitute <^ defence^ at the mercy of rebels irritated fay despair, 
and for a space of time quite sufficient to accomplish our de^ 
struction. The danger was felt and acknowledged; but as we 
coidd not by our own foresight avert it^ we cast ourselves for 
the event on the good pleasure of Him, who knew best What 
was fitting for us. ^ ^ ' 

^ Mr. Marshall was the bearer this mornings Sept. Qth^ of 
a fresh complaunt firom his people at MuUifarrah: they had'not 
only been robbed of their goods, but a considerable number of 
them had been carried prisoners to Ballina for the aUedgect ' 
crime of being Oran^men^ where, by permission of the French 
officer True, they rem^ed close prisoners, with scarcely any 
thing for their support. This behaviour of True much dis-* 
pleased the commandant, as he had straidy charged that officer 
not to listen to accusations on a religious account^ nor suffer 
any person to be confined for them. He thought it incumbeot 
on him therefore to go immediately to Ballina to rectify mat** 
ters theref and enforce a better execution of his orders^ which 
he did, taking Ponson along with him. The business employed 
him the whole day» as he had above sixty prisoners to examine 
and discharge. During his absence, the loj^ists at KiUalla had 
not been very easy in their minds, committed as they were to 
the protection of M. Boudet only, and on the day of the week 
when danger was most to be api»^ended, from the confluence 
of people out of the country to their prayers. 

<( Nothing, however^ of an unpleasant nature occurred thil 
or the two foUowing days, except the usual annoyance from lies 
of the approach of an enemyy fabricated by the rebels to colour 
their importunity for ammunition. Seven hundred and 6fty 
recruits were counted before the cusde gate on the eleventh^ 
who came to offer their services for retaking the neighbouring 
towns that had returned to their allegiance; and this, after 
arms had been delivered out by the French, as I mentioned' 
before, to upwards of five thousands The population in the^ 
mountainous parts of the coupty of Mayo much exceeds what 
the cou^ry, froni iu haggard appearance^ would be thought 
capable of sustaining. These last recruits were extremely 
ur^nt to cut down two ash groves, planted to screen the see* 

Ss 
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bouse from the winds that blow with ^o much fury in this cli- 
mate. Pikes they must have, they saidy since they were not 
suppKed with dther weapons; but they paid the bishop the 
compliment of promising to spare his trees, if he would <Mily 
get them leave from the commandant to cut down those that 
belonged to his nei^bour Roger Palmer, Esq. or to the agen^ 
' of that gentleman^ sir John Edmund Browne, who seemed to 
ht very unpopular among them. With much difficulty, and 
with the ilacrifice of three or four very good trees^ they were 
prevailed upon to desist at that time from further mischief. 

-*** September twelfth and thirteenth, the messengers of ill 
news pouved in upon us continually^ announcing fresh depre- 
dations on -every side. Castlereagh, the seat of Arthur Knox, 
Esq. (brother-in-law to the earl of Meath) Castle Lack en, the 
propertyof sir John Palmer, Bart, were broke open and com- 
pletely rifled. Mr. Bourke, of Summer-hill, informed the 
bishop by message, that he Was threatened grievously, and 
in d^ger of murder, if he was not supplied presently with a 
guard and ammunition: he added in his note, that he had cash 
in the house, which he wished to have conveyed to the casde. 
A. faithful domestic of Mr. Knox's came with tears in his eyes 
to the bishop, to beg h^ would send a party of men to Castle- 
reagh, to snatch up what might yet be rescued from the spoilera, 
.particularly a quantity of wine, spirits, and groceries, which, if 
they must be lost to his master, had better go to the use of the 
gamsan in the castle, than to a parcel of ruffians. 

" The want of horses was now felt severely. The bishop 
had but one left^ which had been sent back to him by the 
Frendi from C^tlebar. This was dispached with a car to 
CJastteeeagh, together with a party under O'Donnel, to bring off 
what goods he could to the casde. Another horse was found 
sbmewhere, to convey M. Boudet to Summer-hill; and as he 
could effect nothing without an interpreter, the bishop, much 
against his willj was obliged to trust his eldest son with this 
officer, through a country rendered aliiiost as dangerous as a 
field of batUe, by the inconsiderate firing of shots by the rebels 
in all directions. The pair walked and rode by turns, and a 
very unfdeasaiit suspense prevailed at the castle till their return 
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late in the evening. By their appearance at Summerhifl, qQiet 
was for the present restored to that place. Boudet rendered 
honourable testimony to the spirit with which Mr. Bourke de- 
fended his property against a host of marauders** But the 
bishop trembled at the hazard his son ^dwin had incurred, 
when Mr. Bourke prevailed on him to be the bearer to the 
castle of a hundred and seventy guineas in cash. 

<* While this Was passing, all was confusion in the lower 
part of die castle, by the condition in which the party returned 
that had gone to Casdereagh. No expedient fi)r saving the 
wine and spirits from the unworthy mouths that were preparing; 
to swddlow them- appeared to the messengers to'be so ready 
and eiFectual, as that of using the liquors instantly themselves. 
In consequence> the bishop's butler returned iirom the expedi^ 
tion pot-valiant, quarrelled with the gardener and carter, pre* 
sented a blunderbuss at the former, and provoked the bi^op 
himself so much by saucy language, that he lost his temper, 
and almost knocked the fello^ down with a box on the ear. 
The commandant interposing, locked him up in his own pantiy^ 
and left him to sleep there till morning. The man had been 
an excellent servant, and it is hoped will continue tof • be so in a 
place of less temptation. But the opportunity of gaining t^ 
the arrival of the French was- too alluring : he declared for 
them immediately, served them only, to the neglecting of his 
master, betrayed the secrets of the cellar to them, talked often 
like a rebel, and in short did such things, as migbt*havd brought 
his neck in question, if his master had not, after the action at 
Killalla, recommended to him a speedy reireat out of the 
country. Some liquor, the groceries, and* a quantity of furni- 
ture, theT)rop«rty of Mr. John Knox, were safely deposited in 
the castle. 

^ From Castle Lacken litde or nothing could be saved. 
The manlier in* which this mansion, the old family seat of ^ir 
John Palmer, was surprised, is worth describing. Mr. Waldron, 
agent to the baronet,' who rented the hoiise^ and had a very 
considerable property in and about it, haid received a guard 
from the French, with which for some days he had been able 
to protect himself agsunst his disorderiy neighbours. The 
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guards 'however required guarding as much as the rest of their 
j^ountiymen ; and a plan was concerted, in consequence of 
which the house should appear to be taken by a sudden assault, 
in spite ^ of all ojqxMition. A horseman came in full gallop 
through the ^uirounding crowd to the door, announcing him- 
self to be an eiqiress from the bishop at Ki11alla> The unwary 
owner unbarred his door^ and in wx instant the mob without 
and the guards within threw the unfortunate man on the floor, 
ran over him many times, dispersed his affrighted family of 
children and grand-children, completely gutted the house, and 
even carried away the flooring, drove of his stock, and in short 
did him damage (as he afterwards proved to the conmiittee) 
Jitde short of three thousand pounds. It was melancholy to 
see a &mily, accustomed to ease and comforts arrive the next 
.day at KiUaHa on foot, with nothing saved but die clothes on 
their backs. But this was a spectacle, to which we had now 
been too much familiarised. Mr. Waldron had another house 
9md farm in the vicinity, which were presendy after destroyej 
in as merciless a manner by the same savages. 

^ The f^rm-house of Mr. John ^Boyd (a worthy man, re- 
spectable also for his skill as a surveyer) though gready expos- 
ed by standing single at a consider^le distance from town, was 
presepred by a circumstance that may be reckoned curious, as it 
^ews the li^t in which the insurgents beheld their French 
allies. Two soldiers of that nation, wounded, but not dange- 
rously, at Casdebar^ were sent to die commandant to be put 
into some place where they might be recovered. Mr. Boyd, 
by the bis^j^p's advice, ofiered his own house as a quiet retitat 
for the men, who at the same dme, from the respect paid by 
the rebels to the French^ might be a security to him and his 
family. The ofier was accepted, and proved effectual for the 
purpose intended; for though gangs of robbers frequendy 
threatened the house, no attack was actually made on it, as long 
as the foreigners (very well behaved poor feUows) c(»itinued in 
it, which was for upwards of a fortnight. It cost much ex- 
erdon afterwards to defend the same house to the end of the 
troubles." 



CHAPTER XVUI. 



«« SEPTEMBER the tweUth, in the evening, the light of 
hope began to open on the loyalists of KillaUa* Something 
must have happened^ ^ey whispered one another, to the^re«> 
judice of the French arms, as an express arrived from BaUin% 
and was sent bacjk in wet and darkness almost immediately ; the 
French officers also, from that time, looked very much de^ 
jected. Ne2t mormng, a prisoner was brought in fromBaOina, 
$u^K>8ed to be of note, because the commandant wished the 
iHshop to be present at his examination. 

<^ It proved to be William Charles Fortescue, Esq. nephew 
and heir to Lord Clermont, and member for the county of 
Louth, a gendemati with wh<»n the bishop had not the honour 
of being before acquainted. The cotiversation between him 
and M. Charost passing in the French language, and in a low 
tone of voice, the bishop was on die point of quitting the room, 
when Mr. F<»tescue announced himself in Bnglish to be the 
brother of fhe young clergyman already mentioned, as having 
received a mortal wound in the firstrencounter with the French^ 
No certain intelligence of hts death had reached Dublin; so 
that Mr. F. was instigated l^ affection for an excellent and 
only brotha: to set out on horseteick for Ballina, attended by 
pne servanti resolved ta take' his chance, if that town should 
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yet be in the hands of the rebels, though^ when he' left the capi- 
tal, it was believed to have returned, along with the rest <rf the 
county* to the king^s peace. On his way he had passed through 
Granard, just after the battle of Ballinamuck, where he had 
seen general Humbert and his officers, going as prisoners of 
war to Dublin ; and even then he had no intimation, that he 
might not proceed without danger as far as Ballina* He did 
not discover his mistake, till he was arrested by a patrole 
within a short distance from that town. The commanditig 
officer there, M. True, with his usual brutality charged him 
with coming there as a spy to intimidate the friends of liberty 
by a false report of the defeat of their army, detained the ser- 
vant and baggage, and sent the master to Killalla to be examin- 
ed by Charost. From the description Mr. Fortescue gave him 
of the persons of the French officers whom he had seen prison- 
ers, the commandant could have no doubt of the defeat of his 
countrymen, eyen though he had not been furnished with a 
more convincing proof by the receipt of two letters from officers 
in fhe French army, stating the capture of their whole force 
near the iron mines in the county of Leitrim, together wiA 
the dispersion of their Irish allies, on the Saturday pre* 
cteding. 

" These letters the commandant made no scruple of impart- 
ing to the bishop* with an air of confidence in his honour, and 
his discretion; which was certainly very flattering^ He gave 
him leave at the same time todiscourse on the subject wi& Mr. 
Fortescue, oftly admonishing them both of the present danger 
df divulging the secret. Of such a caution, in truth, they 
stood in very little need : f6r tt^as plainly the -interest of the 
loyalists to observe the strictest silence with regswrl to the ill 
posture of the affairs of the rebels, lest these should be on their 
backs before the king's army could come to Aeir relief. Mr. 
Fortescue was taking his leave of the commandant to return to 
his disagreeable confinement under Trucj when the bishop, in 
French, (that Charost might object, iJF he pleased) invited him 
to share bed and board with them at the casde, an offisr which, 
after some apologies, was thankfully accepted, and Mr. Fortes- 
cue's condition, though far inferior to that he i^as used to. 
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became easy from thenceforth in comparisoli of yihsit he had 
endured at Ballina. The presence of this gentlman was of 
great service in supporting the spirits (^ the company at the 
casde ; for^ having attained to the rank of major in the army^ 
he possessed a steadiness of mind in danger, and a prudence^ 
the result of experience^ which often suggested the mostsaluta-i 
ry counsels. 

<^ Concealment of the news from Ballinamuck was not long 
practicable. People who had escaped from the- slaughter came 
in hourly to oflFer their services to the commandant, though 
several of them carried in their persons evident marks how 
little they had gadned by their zeal for the cause. The intelli- 
gence did not seem by any means to produce on the minds of. 
the rebels the effect that might naturally have bpf^ expected, 
their gradual dispersion and return to their own homes. On. 
the contrary, the resort to the camp in the bishop2i». -meadows 
grew greater every day; the talk of vengeance on the protestantft 
was louder and more frequent; the rebels were drilled regular- 
ly, ammunition was demanded^ and every preparation made for 
an obstinate defence against the arms of their sovereign. Care^ 
less of the future, or trusting to the delay which must be occa* 
sioned by the distance of the king's army, they thought of 
nothing but living merily, as long as they might, upon the 
pnjperty that lay at their mercy; and they did use their power 
of doing mischief mo^t terribly. Spoil was not the sole, or 
even the principal, object of their leaders ; for they destroyed 
in every decent habitation much more tha» they earried away* 
Depression of the industrious and better ^r^ the universal 
levelling of conditions, in order to bring on tiie glorious reigii 
of equallity^ such appeared to be the wish of those who aspired 
at all to the prslise of thinUng, Andt:alled themselves repiibli- 
eons : the tnob had no prompters but lust of pillage and super* 
stition. For, that enmity to the protectant rieligion entered 
into the motives of the devastati(M)^ in Gonnaught, cannot with 
any shew of reason be denied, since it is notorious that, except 
during the indiscrimii^ate plunder which took place at tiie cap- 
ture of Castlebar^ very few instances occurred^; throughout.the. 
province, of the house or property of a Roman catholic being 
injured by the rebels. 
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«♦ Very dtfierent from those of the natives were the feelings 
of the French officers at Killalla, after they were assured of 
the miscarriage of their enterprise* Conceiving their task of 
annoying Britain to be for the present coiKluded^ and expect- 
ing shortly to join their brother officers in Dublin, they looked 
to nothing but to the preserving of peace and quiet round about 
them, till a regular English force should sq;>proacb, to which 
^ey mighty, without discredit^ render themselves prisoners. 
They did ncut^ indeed, profess so much to the rebels^ On the 
contraxy,. they appeared always ready to train the men to arms> 
and to head them in any enterprise they pressed against the 
common enemy. But at the same time the commandant fre- 
quently warned them, that be would have no hand in incursions 
i^r piUage : ^ he was Chef de Brigade f he said» ^ but not Chef 
A Brigond^ ;' and if ever he caught them preparing ta spoil 
iimd muidev protestants, he smd his officers should side with 
the protestants against them to the very last extremity* He 
took extraordinary care also to be provided against the worst. 
Twelve good carabinesy properly loaded, stood always ready 
m the bedchamber where the three officers slept. Arms 
. were distributed to seven or eight trusty persons of die bishop's 
famEy* A guard of eighteen (whom, as I said, it was necessa- 
vy to keep an eye upon) watched in and round the house. The 
Frenchmen themselves were extremely alert, allowing them- 
eelvesr very little sleep, and^ scarcely any in the night, for ten 
days togedier. The steady undisturbed countenance of Charost 
added weight to his preparations. 

*^. The lath of Sept. was a day of continual alanp. Reports 
from the rebel camp just beside iis grew stronger than ever, 
that a mutiny was breaking out. About three o'clock, as th^ 
bishop and commandaitf were walking in die garden, one of the 
leaders of the rebels came in a great hurry to assyure them> it 
was the determined purpose of the camp immediately to impri- 
son^ in the calhedral, every protei^tant as a pledge for their own 
»<:urity, in case of the arrival of the king's army. The man 
ws|8 dismissed with thanks for the warning, and desire to tell 
li^ countrymen, < that we were ready for them.' A good din* 
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ner soon after, stopt their mouths, as it used to do: for we 
remarked^ that the rebels in camp were always most inclined 
. to cabal) and do mischief while their dinner was preparing : 
when they had been regaled with beef and mutton, and a 
moderate share of whiskey, they became good-humoured and 
tractable. 

^ On the t9di, at nooni, they were hungry and quarrelsome 
again. The commandant, with a guard of thirty men, marched 
about the town, proclaiming his orders to the men to go to their 
homes, imniediately after they had received their allowance of 
beef. While he was thud engaged^ a crowd gathered about the 
gate. The armed began to mutter as well as the unarmed. 
At la^ the bishop stept out to them, and asked what they 
wanted. 

^ They had heard, that many of their kinsmen and friends 
were in close confinement at Castlebar ; and if they thought that 
was really the case, they could not be blamed for wishing to re- 
taliate on the protestants here. 

" Are you sure of the fact ? — "No. 

<* Why then, said the bishop; would it hot be just and pru- 
dent to send messengers to Castlebar^ whom you could trusty 
for a true report, before you proceed further. 

'< Right : but who will go on such an errand ? 

<< Take one of your own people, replied the bishop, with one 
of ours, to go immediately io the commanding officer at Casde- 
bar. Let them carry a flag of truce, and a letter from me to 
general Trench, or other officer commanding there, setting 
forth our situation, and our hope that nothing would be done 
to the prisoners at Casdebar which may provoke reprisals on 
the protestants at KillaHa. Disperse now, and you shall hare 
a fidl and fair statement of things by to-morrow. Let the per- 
sons to go with the flag be dean Thompson and Mr. Roger 
Macguire. 

" With the populace half the work of persuasion is frequent- 
ly over, when you can get them to listejn. The bishop made 
the family one day merry by relating what he had just over- 
heard. Two country feUows were disputing and puHing each 
other by the throat in the court-yard, when one cried to the 
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other, * Come away to the* bishop, he will settle it for us— 4» 
makes us hear one another.^ 

** The promised letter was presently written, and received 
with applause by the mutineers. The choice of ambassadors 
was likewise ratified by general consent ; for young Macguire 
was an active partizan of the rebels, and dean Thompson's 
character high in the estimation of all descriptions of people, 
and his influence at Casdebar, where he had -been curate for 
nineteen years, was known to be equal to his merit* It was 
agreed, that the messengers should set out for Casdebar at 
four the next morning, and tSl they returned, nothing should be 
attempted* 

*« It was a great exertion for dean Thompson to undertake 
this perilous errand^ and greater on the part of his wife tp 
consent tp it. .The mountain road was to be taken to Castlebar, 
as the shortest; but it was a wild country, swarming with rob- 
bers; neither was it at ail certain, that the protestant messen- 
ger would not be arrested on the way by the friends of Mac- 
guire, who might have consented to the emj^assy only to get 
such a person as the dean into their hands. If he was jusdy 
uneasy, bis lady was still more to be pitied, encuittbered as she 
was with the charge of four young children, and far advanced 
in her pregnancy. But this worthy couple, seemg no measure 
so likely as the proposed one. to rescue themselves and their 
friends, acquiesced in it without a murmur^ and committed the 
issue to Providence. 

" Slysterioiis are the ways of Divine Providence ! unfathom- 
able the depth of that wisdom, which often concedes a boon, 
only to try us afterwards by withdrawing it! Little didst thon 
foresee, amiable and unhappy woman, that the husband, whose 
escape from that peril transported thee with so much joy »id 
gratitude to heaven, should in the succeeding yeai* be torn for 
ever from thee by a fever, contracted in the cQOrse of his mi- 
nistry by attendance on a sick bed. Be oomforted, however. 
His virtues, though in the mid season of life,1iad rendered him 
full ripe for the great harvest. Thou hast it in thy power to 
earn a splendid recompence hereafter by patience^by attention 
to thy fatherless offspring ! 
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<* The flight of the nineteenth was psi^t by almost the entire 
family at the castle without sleep. At midnight, as they we;-e 
going to rest, one of the Macguires^ from Crosmalina, burst in 
upon them with the news, that his troop had just been fired 
upon by the English, who might be expected at Killalla im- 
mediately* It was not probable, that a regular force would be 
exposed to the chances of an engagement with such a crew in 
the night; but the story had the same effect, as if it was true. 
The house was up all night, and had the pleasure of listening 
to the uproar made by the two Macguires, Roger and the new 
comer, in getting most beastly drunk in their cousin O^Don- 
nel's room, till the commandant at last cuffed, and turned them 
both out of doors. In the morning, the false reporter from 
Crosmalina slipt home again, rather ashamed of himself; but 
his brother, the ambassador^ could not be found to go on his 
errand till it was near noon. The dean and he tfien set out on 
horseback, well armed with swords and pistols* 

" A troublesome consequence of the report brought by Mac- 
guire was, that it furnished a pretence to the pikemen; dismissed 
the day before by the commandant^ to return to the town with 
offers of serving against the approaching enemy« In two 
hours the camp was said to number two thousand men. To 
do them justice, the peasantry never appeared to -want animal 
courage, for they flocked together to meet dacyger whenever 
it was expected. Had it pleaded heaven to be as liberal to theni 
of brains as of hands, it is not easy to say to wh%^ length of 
mischief they might have proceeded; but they Mfere all along 
unprovided with leaders of any ability. BeH^Wf tfa^ir earliest 
officer, was a drunken brute, to whom nobody paid obedience, 
even before he was turned out of office by the commandant. 
Litde better, either for talent or sobriety, was O^Dowd, a man 
of some estate in the county, and sdmost^ t^ie only gentleman 
that took arms with the' rebels, for which he paid the forfeit 
of his life at Ballinamuck. Mr. Richard BourkCf of Ballina, 
before-mentioned, had some military knowledge, was a good 
drill Serjeant, firm in combal, and popular; so that he might 
have done the harm he wished, if the habitual stupefaction of 
driiik had not been an overmatch for his malice. 0*Donnel 
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knew nothing of anns, nor was he likely to learn the profession 
quickly^ his petulance making him unfit for discipline, inso- 
much that ait one time Charost was forced to lay him under an 
arrest for some hours for quitting the neighbourhood, the night 
before^ without orders. Tet the vulgar, who can discern in 
others what they have not in themselves, followed this young 
man more readily than any other who pretended to lead them, 
because they saw he had more sensTe, more command of him- 
selfy and more moderation in the exercise of authority. Even 
the loyalists at Killalla acklowledged obligation to him for the 
industry with winch they saw him exert himself to prevent pU- 
lage, patroling die streets on horseback for several nights to- 
gether, and withholding, both by threats and persuasion^ those 
whom he found bent upon mischief. 

<< There w^re times, when nothing could withhold them but 
Mows. On the 20th, the house of the custom-house oiEcer, 
Mr. Rudedge, was agsun attacked by a band of ruffians, after 
it had been three or four times ransacked before. The pretence 
was, that it contained tobacco, an article of which the country 
people are so fond, that they bear the want of it more impa- 
tiently than that of food. To quell the riot, Ponson was called 
from a nap he was taking, after being up all night. Alone he 
fell upon the whole erew, and aiming a blow at the foremost pil- 
lager, brought the fellow to the ground, to his infinite dismay; 
but die effort bent and broke the bayonet. Yet the dastardly 
assailants were put to the rout by this spirited exertion, and 
dispersed. 

«« Friday morning, the 21st, brought another diorderly gang 
to molest the casde. These called themselves a deputation 
from the camp. They had heard, that Mr. Bourke of Sum- 
merhiU was fully purposed to employ a guard he had received 
from the commandant in harassing the families of his poor 
neighbours, while the heads of them were fighting for liberty ; 
and they were come to ask leave to take him up. < You may 

• go» if you please,' answered Charost, * but I will follow you 

• with my officers, and fire upon you, if I catch you in the act 

• of plundering Summer-hill.' The affair was compromised by 
O^Donnel's going over to Summerhill with a letter to Mr. 
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Bourke from the commandant, to warn him that he should con* 
tent himself with acting on the defensive only, as he expected 
to have his guard left with him. Mr. Bourke needed no such 
warning, for ke had never trusted the guard within hi^ doors* 
What provoked the commonalty so much against this gende* 
man was the thought, that he should have it to boast he had 
set the whole body of united Irish at defiance for a month to* 
gether. Even O^Donnel did not like to g^ve him such matter 
of triumph* 

^^ After breakfast the same day, the bishop went into th» 
town with M. Charost, to assist him in ordering a newly-arrived 
body of pikemen to go home to their harvest* It was a service 
of danger* About one hundred surly lookii^g fellows were to 
be told, that the commandant had got men enough to guard the 
place (which was now his only business here) and did not 
desire to be troubled with a pack of robbers. Charost begged 
his interpreter to signify this to the people in words of com* 
mandy such as woiild leave no doubt or dispute about his mean* 
ing; and Ponspn, to enforce the order, pursued the rear of tfie 
body with his firelock, with expressions of contempt and anger 
so ridiculous, as to provoke the smiles of the loyalists, though 
plainly contrary to prudence. The pikemen muttered threats 
as they retired, both against the protestants and their abettors, 
as they called the French ; and from that time accounts came* 
in hourly, that they were resolved not to disperse, as they were 
ordered to do, but would choose new leaders, and plunder the 
town that very evening, in spite of the French and of 0*Don- 
nel. They seemed to wait only for the return of die ambas- 
sadors^ whose arrival was indeed anxiously expected by all par- 
ties. 

«< At four o'clock the casde family had a message, just be- 
fore dinner, from an eye-witness, that the king's army were 
advancing in great numbers, and by two roads from Castlebar. 
They must be at Ballina, it was said, by this time. Dinner 
was laid on the table, notwithstanding. In the midst of it, in 
rushed Thomas Kirkwood, a young officer of yeoman cavalry, 
with news that the attack on our front gate was commencing 
by about a score of armed men. Such a number did not fright- 
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en its. ' Slay tall they get tx> a head,' says the commandmitf 
W<e dfank away, -rill they had increased to near fifty. Then 
the commandant took his hat* and marching out \¥ith his two 
officers folly armfed, he steps, forward to the pijcemen, orders 
them to retire frotn the musqueteers, divides the latter into three 
platoons^ and sets them directly to go through their exercise* 
^ Occupied for some time with these movements, they had not 
leiisure to apply themselves to -worse, and thus were easily per- 
suaded at last to disperse. 

<' A loud shout at six in the evening proclaimed the safe re- 
tiu-n of our two ambassadors. Great was the joy of the whole 
town at die sight of them, when we begun to despair of their 
appearance, at least before morning. They brought back a very 
polite letter to the bishop from general Trench, assuring him 
,that kis prisoners were, and should be, treated with all possible 
tenderness and humanity. The letter was publicly read to the 
multitude, and left in their hands. No disturbance ensued that 
night; but the trepidadon was so great, that the castle could 
scarcely contain the refugees. Not fewer than fourscore per- 
sons were housed in it. Nine of these, including Mr. Fortes- 
cue, slept on the floor ^of the bishop's study. In their own 
bed-chamber the bishop and his lady were obliged to find room 
for four children of their own, and as many more of a neigh- 
bour, together with their terrified mother. Fear, we k^ow, is 
a passion not much troubled with qualms of delicacy* 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



^ OUR mission to Castlebar had the effect that Wfti foreseen 
and wished. Dean Thompson, though very doaely watched, 
by his fellow-messenger, as long as the latter was able to keep 
himself awake, found means to have a private conferaice wiA 
general Trench, in which he painted to him the the desperate 
situation of the loyalists at Killalla in so strong 4i light, that the 
general promised to march to our relief two days sooner than he 
had purposed to do, and desired him to t^U the bishop, biiC 
with a strict injunction of secrecy, that he might expect his ar- 
my by Sunday forenoon. Arthur Stock sent his father a note, 
that he was very well and happy at Castlebar,, and hoped to 
be with us shortly. The bishop shook his liead, as if he doubt- 
ed much whether his son should find us alive. 

" In effect the whole interval of iime between general 
Trench's promise and its completion, was a period of keener 
anxiety than is commonly crowded into an equal space in any 
man's life. Clamour, and then a silence more terrible than cla- 
mour, reigned by turns in and about the casde. Our guards 
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caat their eyes upon us with an uncertain^.truly alarmiagrtfaey 
seemed to hesitate whether they should plunge the bayonet 
in our breasts, or fall on their knees to implore our pro- 
tection. 

^ Early on Saturday morning, the loyalists were desired by 
the rebels to come up with them to the hill on whic^the Nee- 
dle-tower is built, in order to be eye witnesses of the havoc a 
a party of the kmg's army was making, as it advanced towards 
us from SUgo. A train of fire too clearly distmguished their 
line of march, flaming up from the houses of unfortunate peas- 
ants. ^They are only a few cabins,' rem^ked the bishop; 
and he had scarcely uttered the words^ when he felt the im- 
prudence of thenu ^ A poor man's cabin,' answered one of 
the rebels, ' is to him as valuable as a palace.' Presently after 
comes a priest from Easky-bridge in that country, named 
Macdonald, with intelligence apparently calculated to quiet 
their minds: ^ It was only a few farm-houses that had been 
bumedy bec|iu8fe they belonged to noted pillagers.' This he 
said in public; many believed at the time, that he told a dif- 
ferent story privately to those of his communion. O^Donnel, 
the busiest of all men this day, made an offer of his service : 
he would go at the head of a party, and bring back information 
to be relied on. The people were silent. They did not know 
whom to trust. The captain might be as bad as the priest. 
All were looking to self-preservation, except the dregs of the 
commonality that longed for pillage. 

" At three o'clock, the report of cannon and small arms to- 
wards Ballina could plainly be heard in the town; the very 
flash of the artillery was discerned from the Steeple-hill. The 
commandant was on horseback amoqg the pike-men, whose 
captains he found busy in framing resolutions for an obstinate 
<iefence. The guard at the gate began now to slip away, mind- 
ful only of their own safety, and leaving to the mercy of every 
invader the family that had fed, and for the last seven days 
had also paid them for th^ir attendance, at the rate of two 
guineas a-day. For on a complaint from their captain, O^Don- 
nel, that his men thought it very hard to be detsdned on miUtary 
dffty, at a time when they could each earn above a shilling 
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a-d^ at the harvest, the bishop had agreed to pay the ordihaly 
guard of the town^ consisting of fifty men, , ten pence per man 
for one ureek^ leaving the same burden to be sustained by die 
town's people for the week immediately foUowing; and the 
guards' that weife now melting from him, had received their 
first week's pay. Some of the poor fellows^ however, contmued 
on their post to the last. During die vfhde of Saturday mom'^ 
ing the eafltle was more still and quiet than at any time since 
the invasion, it had been even at midnight* 

^^ The hour of dinner was not equally tranquil. As the 
cloth was removing, O^Donnel joins the" company to t^e a 
solemn leave of us, being on the point, he said, of leading hisi 
men^ at their own desire, to Ballina. He takes one glass, filled 
out for him by Mrs. Stock,com mends us to heaven, and disap* 
{)ears. In five minutes^ the parlour door flies open with a 
crash; the bishop's gardener enters exclaiming, ^ Captain 
O^Donnel is dead ! he has been this moment killed by ofie of 
his own men.^ At his back followed Mr. Marshall, the pres-> 
byterian minister, who with arms extended, and every symptom 
of terror^ screeches out^ ^ Captain O'Donnel is dead I I saw 
* him this instant pulled from his horse, and killed !' 

* Thank you, Mr. Marshall,' said the dean^ looking at his 
aflrighted wife, in her then condition ; * you have done your 
best to kin more than one of us.' 

** The bishop also was hurt bjr this unguarded action of Mr. 
Marshall, and with some sharpness expressed a wish * that he 
could defend his family from the intrusion of iH neWs, at least 
at meal times.' The poor man looked so mortified^ at the re- 
proofy that the blow recoiled instantly on him that gave it. Mr. 
M. withdrew— but the bishop sought him out soon after, and 
asked and obtained his pardon. 

" All rose to inquire about O'Donnel. He was found ift 
the jrard with only a slight wound in the baSck of his hand. A 
drunken fello^ had resisted his orders, when he desired hi^ 
men to march, and being struck with a pistol, fell, and pulled 
the captain off his horse upon his back on the ground. 
O^Donnel was on his feet in a moment, and with- the butt 
end of his pistol hud open the skull of the offender, whom he 

Uu 
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ieft iii the guard-room. He faimsetf was sooa ia a cof|jditi<»i to 
resume his march, and away he went with about thrte hui- 
dred fbllowers, takbg the road to Crosmalina^ Poxuim^ wl^ 
was sent out to reconndkre, now came back with news, ibat 
Ae English were within four miVss of Eillalla; and widi'tbis 
the inconsiderate cr^atMre betook himself to his customary &Kk^ 
plo3rment of sieging and whistling. 

^< 1^ night was xmcommonly wet, which contributed to our 
quiet. FavouraUe in this respect, the season was much ag^unst 
us in another; for it ret^Uxied the march Of Our deliverers to 
that degree^ that general Trench was not able to keep his prp^ 
mise of being with us in the forenoon of next day, having found 
it necessary to encamp for the night at Crosmalina. Here aa 
alarm, and som^ confusion among the king's troops, was oc- 
casioned by their picquet of sixteen hoioe faUing in with young 
Macguire^ who with two horsemen had advanced about a tirile 
before O^Donnel's.men from Killalla, and came up with die 
picquet after dight^fall. Macguire boldly charged them^ fired 
his pistol* and followed them into the very toMm^ assisted by 
the darkness, till on hearing die drums beat to arms, he diought 
it prudent to retire. His cousin O'Donnel had committed the 
charge of his party to this youth, being himself unable to pro- 
ceed on the miu^h farther than Rappagh, the seat of Mr. 
Knox, where a sickness at stomach overtook him, which forced 
him to accept a bed from young Mr* Knox, after he had pro* 
cured from that gentleman a drink for his three bunder men« 
On the strength of this liquor the rebels bore tb^ fatigue of a 
rainy march very well, till Macguire, their Vauat courier, 
brought them word that the royal army was.. beating, to arms 
at Crosmalina. Then, for the first time, they i^egfui to recol* 
iect, that they had too little ammunition to sta^d a. regular en- 
gagement. So they took counsel from their l^d^ (or their 
fears) and listening with pleasure to the salutary wor4 * J*e* 
treat,' they broke and made the best of their way, most of them, 
to their own homes > about thirty of the stoutest were collec- 
ted in the morning by O'Donnel, who led them back to 
Killalla. 



^ On Ab nig^t, as well as &r the nincvthat preceded it,^ the 
gentleman that sfept in thi^ library took their turns at watching 
tffi molning for the common safet?^^ . atid visitipg the guards 
posted through the house* All were, barrassed by a du^ so 
&tiguiDg9 but the Frenjbb Officers Ino8^ M^ho for several nights 
together did not enjoy an hour's repose^/ The family spoke ini 
whispers one to another, sotoe desponding, s^me blaming the 
tardiness of government in sending .tis relief, some inquiring 
anodously for news^ and some eadeavouring to steal into pri*- 
vacy, where they might unload their hearts, with freedom b^^^ 
fore the Tlwone of Mefcy. 

** The twehty;i-third of September^, Sunday, aod the day of 
the equinox^ opetied on us with the same heavy fall .of raio^ 
which had coutitmed throughout the night ;J^ut the. sky cleared 
before noon* At bt^eakfasi our company w^.. enlarged by the 
addition of two fugitive officers from BalUna^jM^ssrs True and 
O^Keon.-— * The English: were come to Ballimu What man 
could do, the heroic True had atchieved. An English officer 
had sumxioioned him to render himself prisoner, and advaaced 
to lay hold of him; but he shook him off, and in the struggle 
pulled away the officer's epaulette,' which he- ptoduced in tri** 
umph, ^ got on horseback, and with O'Keon, whom he over- 
took on the road, was come to fight it out to the last at Eillalla.' 
This vapouring tale was soon discovered to be a downright lie^ 
True* in the confusion when Ballina was entered by the king^s 
troops, had escaped on the first horse he could catch, bringing 
with him an old volunteer epaulette, the property of colonel 
Kirfg, and stolen by True out of the colonel's ward-robe* The 
appeaxunee of this man corresponded with the character we 
had heard of him-^^ front of brass, an incessant fraudful smile^ 
manners altogether vulgar, and fax his dress and person a neglect 
ef cleanliness, even beyond the affected negligence of republic 
cans. Our poor commandant seemed to Uke him no better tihan 
we did ourselves^ though he was £Drced to welcome him at 
our break&st with a kiss on ^ach cheek, the modem fraternal 
embrace-^ sight that would have provoked our smiles,had we 
been in.a humour to be amused* But every thought was now 
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shsothed by the expectation of tbe approachmg scene : even fte 
^cred duties of the day were for the fii6t time auspended* 

^< Before he took horse for the engagement^ O^Donneldadfri- 
ed the privilege of a messmate to ask counsel of Mr. Fortescue 
said the bishop what he should do. ^ I think I might expect 
pardon,' said he, ^ from die share I have had in preserving the 
peace of this district* But the people would never forgive me 
if I did not stand by thefn now; and their revenge wooid fol- 
low me into Errisy should I attempt to retreat home. I am 
not afraid to die ; but if I. could save my life with honour, I 
would.' No counsel, it was evident, could be g^ven him, but 
that he should .fight till he saw the battle turn (which, his 
advisers told him, would not be a long time) and then eodeai'* 
vour to escape to his own country. ' The young man followed 
this advice, as fer as he was able. Pushed into the town with 
die fu^tiveSf he galloped about the streets to bring up a rein** 
fbrcement, when a spirited mare was shot under him. Bb 
dien escaped on foot to die fields on the other side from the 
scene of action, where incumbered as he was widi boots and a 
long French surtout coat, he was soon overtaken, and pierced 
with a ball throi;gh the 'back. The Highlander that killed him 
reported his last words to be, ' I am Ferdy O^Donnel : go tell 
the bishop I am shot.' The bishop was sorry for his death. 
Ilarrassed as he had been by his fisrward and pert behaviour, 
during the long space of time O^Donnel had passed undqr his 
roo^ an. uninvited guest, he could not forget the services he 
had rendered to the town by frequently hazarding his person 
to restrain^ plunderers.- The body, which after beingf stript 
had been thrown into a potatoe ridge, was by the bishop's 
order removed three days after, and inteired in the diurch- 
yard. 

*^ The peaceful inhabitants of Killalla were now«to be specta-» 
tors of a scene they had never ejqiected to behold — a batde ! 
a sight which no person that has seen it once, and possesses 
tbe feelings of a human creature, would choose to witness a 
seccmd time. A'troop of fugitives from Ballina, women and 
children tun^bling over one another to get into the casde, or into 
any house in the town, where they might hope for a momen- 
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«uy shelter^ continued for a painful length of time to give no* 
tice of the approach of an army. 

'^ The rebels quitted their camp to occupy the rising ground 
close by the town^ on the road to Ballina^ posting themselves 
under the low stone walls on each side, in such a manner as 
enabled them with great advantage to take aim at the king's 
froops. They had a strong guard also on the other side of the 
tontrn towards Foxfbrd^ having probably received intelligence, 
which was true, that general Trench had divided his forces at 
Croamalina, and sent one part of them by a detour of three 
mibs to intercept the fugitives that might take that course in 
dieir flight. This last detachment consisted chiefly of the 
Kerry militia, under die orders of lieutenant-colonel Crosbie 
and Maurice Fitzgerald, the knight of Kehy; their colonel^ 
the eai'l of Glandore, attendmg the general. It is a circum* 
stalfce, which ought never to be forgotten by the loyaUsts of 
KSldla, that die Kerry militia were so~ wrought upon by the 
exhortsitions of those two spirited officers to lose no time in 
coming to the relief of their perishing friends, that they appear- 
ed on the south side of the town at the same instant with their 
fellows on the opposite side, though they had a league more of 
road to perform. 

^< The two divisions of the royal army were supposed to 
make up about twMve hundred men, and they had five pieces 
of cannon. The number of the rebels could not be ascertained. 
Many ran away before the engagement, while a very consider- 
able number flocked into the town, in the very heat of it, pass- 
ing under the casde windows in view of the French officers on 
horseback, and running upon death, .with as litde appearance of 
reflecticm or concern, as if they were^ hastening to-a show. 
About four hundred of these misguided men fell in the batde^ 
and immediately after it. "Whence it may be conjectured, 
that their entire number scarcely exceed eight or nine hun- 
dred. 

** The whole scene passed in sight of the cssde, and so near 
it, that the family could distinctly hear the balls whistling by 
their ears. Mr. Fortescue very humanely took upon him the 
direction of the women and children^ whom he placed as far 
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as he could from the windows, and made them rerosia |>r6Btrat» 
on the carpets till the business -wsta quite over. He titmseji 
could not refrain from taking his stand* at a window of dte 
library looking seaward^ w4iich, with the other windows of ikat 
room^ he had barricaded with beds, leaving room' to peep iow 
them. A malicious rascal in the sea-grovjs observed his po-. 
sition, and calling to a woman in the road to stand out of his 
way till he should ' do for that tall fellow,' he discharged die 
contents of a carabine full at the window, with such effect^ diat 
twelve slugs made as many holes in passing through the g^ass. 
The bed saved the lives of Mr. Fortescue and Henry Stock, 
the bishop's son^ who was standing behind; but two of the 
slugs were lodged in Mr. Fortescue's forehead^ providentially 
without penetrating the bone, or hurting him materially, though 
one slug was not extracted till. a considerable time afi|:erwa]^ 
when he reached Dublin. 

** The bishop saw the action from behind the breast of a 
chimney, where he could only be reached by an oblique shot. 
Curiosity, and the interest we all felt in the event, prompted 
every man in the house to expose his person by crecfping to 
the windows. Our French officers thought it their duty to 
lead the rebels, as many as they could bring forward to the 
onset, though they were sure it was in vain, and had avowed 
to us their determination to surrender to the very superior force 
that was coming against them. \ 

** We kept our eyes on the rebels, who seemed to be posted 
with so much advantage behind the stone walls that lined the 
road. Thiey levelled their pieces, fired very deliberately from 
each side on the advancing enemy, yet (strange to tell !) were 
able only to kill one man, a corporal, and wound one common 
soldier. Their shot, in general, went over the heads of their 
opponents. A regiment of Highlanders (Fraser's fencibles) 
filed off to the right aild left, to flank the fusileers behind the 
hedges and walls; they had niarshy ground on the left to sur* 
mount before they could come upon their object^ which occa- 
sioned some delay, but at length they reached them, and made 
sad havoc among them. Then followed the Queen's-county 
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miMtta and the Downsjiirey which last regment had a great share 
in the boncur of die d^y* 

*' Afep a resistance of about twenty minutes, the rebels began 
to fly in ^l directioBd, aud were pursued by the Roxburgh 
cavalry, inta the town in full cry. This was not agreeable to 
niMtary practice, according to whiph it is jusual to commit the 
assai4tof a towato the infantry; but here the general wisely 
reversed the mode, in order to prevent the rebels, by a rapid 
pursuit, from taking shelter in the bouses of towns-folk, a cir- 
cumatance which was likeVy to provoke indiscriminate slaughter 
and piHage. It happened that the measure was attended with 
the desired success; A great number was cut down in the 
streets, and of. the remainder but a few were able to escape into 
the.hi^tises, being either pushed through the town till they fell 
in ^tiy the Kerry miUtia from Crosmalhia, or obliged to take to 
the shore, where it wind^B round a pronwntory forming one of 
the horns of the hay of Killalla. And hgre too the fugitives 
were swept away by scores^ a cannon being placed on the op- 
posite side of the bay, which did great execution. 

** Some of the defeated rebels, holvever, did force their way 
ittto houses, and by consequence. brought mischief upon the in- 
nocent inhabitants, without benefit to themselves. The first 
housci after passing the bishop's, is that of Mr. William Kirk** 
wood, the magistrate so often mentioned. Its situation expos- 
ed it oa this occasion to peculiar danger, as it fronts the main 
stireet, .wjiich was raked entirely by a line of fire. A flying 
reb^l had \iW8X through tlie. door,. followed by six or seven sol- 
diers; fheypoiireda volley of oxusquetry after him that proved 
fatal to Mr. Andrew Kirkwoody a most loyal and respectable 
citizen, ,while.he was rejoicing at the victory, and in the very 
act of shouting out, ' God save the king.* Presentiments, as 
Aey are called, of evil should be resisted, for they often work 
their own accomplishment. This poor man, though nobody 
wished more ardendy than he did to see the town recovered 
from the rebels, had taken up a strong persuasion that he should 
not out-live tha^t event. Of course, he grew more resdess every 
hour, in proportion as the time of the conflict drew nigh. The 
whole of the evening before, he continued to importune his wife 
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with directions how he would have bis family concerns di^TOs- 
ed ; and when the firing began, he co\ild not contain himsdf in 
his own house, where he had the best chance of remiung safe, 
and where those who staid received no hurt^ but removtd to 
the very insecure dwelling of his kinsman : here he met his 
fate in the manner related, by a ball through the brain* A 
purse of guineas, which, with the inconsistency of a distnidted 
mind, he had stowed into his pocket, though he expected deadly 
disappeared, while they were moving his body from the pas- 
sage into the kitchen. 

" In spite of the exertions of the general and his officers, the 
town exhibited almost all the marks of a place taketf by storm* 
Some houses were perforated like a riddle, most of them had 
their doors and windows destroyed, the trembling inhabitants 
scarcely escaping with life by lying prostrate on the floor ^s at 
the castle. Nor was it till the close of the next cfay thaf oar 
ears were relieved from the horrid sound of muskets discharg- 
ed every minute at flying and powerless rebels. The plague 
of war so often visits the world, that we are apt to listen to 
any description of it with the indifference of satiety; it is actu- 
al inspection only, that shews the monster in its proper de- 
formity. 

** When the army was beginning to move from Crosmalina, 
they passed by a wounded man lying at the road side, bleeding 
to death by a dreadful cut across the face, and to appearance 
expiring. Not a few stopt to look at hiffi, and remarked that 
it would be an act of charity to put him out of his pain by dis- 
patching him; but nobody had theTieart to do' it. After all 
had passed him, Arthur Stock, the bishop's son, who brought 
up the rear, looking back saw the poor creature lift up his 
hands in a despairing manner, as if he complained of them for 
not terminating his misery. Familiarity with scenes of this 
kind blunts and overcomes the instincts of our nature ; and it 
is necessary for the common safety, that in some breasts they 
should be overcome. But it would be well if the tliouglitless 
multitude, who are so ready to rush into civil war, could 
have an insight from time to time into its sanguinary ef- 
fects. 
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. ^ "What heart can target the impression it has received horn 
the g^ce of a fellow-creature pleading for his life, with a 
crowd of bayonets at hb breast ? The eye of Demosthenes 
never amitted so penetrating a beam, in his most enraptured 
.flight of oi^Moiy. Such a man was dragged before the bishop 
on the day after the battle, while the hand of slaughter was still 
in pursuit of unresistmg peasants through the town* In the 
agonies of terror, the prisoner thought to save his life by crjring 
out, ^ that he was known to the bishop.' Alas ! the bishop 
knew him^ not ; neither ^d he look like a good man. But the 
arms and the whole body of the person to whom he flew for 
protection were over hhn immediately. Memory suggested 
tapidly«« 

« What a piece of workmanship is man ! the beauty of tha worldf 
< the paragon of animals !—** 

*^ ^ And you are going to deface this admirable work*' As 
indeed they did* For though the soldiers promised to let the 
unfortunate man reknain m custody till he should have a trial ; 
yet when they found he was not known, they pulled him out of 
the court-yard, as soon as die bishop's back was tiDr&a4» aod 
shot lum at the gate.^ 

* Hamlet. 
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CHAPTER XS:. 



AS soon as matters had been brought to the decision of the 
Bword, the friends of government had little cause to be appre^ 
hensive for themselves; but their fears were justly awake for 
the conditicm in which they might possibly find those of their 
own party nt Killalla« * Is the bishop aUve? are his family 
unhurt?' These were the first questions that were asked by 
every officer as he came up to the castle gate^ and with an 
earnestness that warmed the hearts of those that heard them. 
That amiable nobleman, the earl of PortarUngton, colonel of 
the Queen's«county militia (who has since paid, alas ! the for* 
felt of a most valuable Hfe to exertions beyond his strength ia 
suppressing the rebellion) when he was told the bishop was safe^ 
exclaimed with clasped hands, ' God be praised!' and continued 
his pursuit of the rebels, so that the bishop never had the op- 
portnnity of thanking his lordship for his kindness to one almost 
a stranger to him* In the troop of horse that swept the rebels 
before them into the town, was Arthur Stock, armed only with 
a sabre, and in an old red jacket quite too large for him. The 
humanitf^ of general Trench had provided this mode of convey- 
ing him 10 us from Castlebar, as the safest he could contrive 
for him* With a breathless impatience the poor j^uth threw 



REBELLION IN IRELAND. 34? 

himself from his horse at the gate to ask die question that 
Joseph puts to his brethren, Doth my father yet live ? It was 
a tender scene ; for every Body was eager to press to his bosom 
an adventurer of sixteen years, whb had suffered so much 
hardship. He had been in the action at Castlebar, where the 
pike-men under O^Keon were put to the rout; and he had 
passed the last night under ^o heavy a rain; that he was com- 
pelled after some time to take off all his clothes, and make his 
bed of wet straw on the floor of a cabin. A slight disorder; 
was the consequence, which happily soon went off. 

^^ Charost expressed as much joy at seeing Arthur safe^ as if 
he had himself been one of the family. Yet the poor commax\- 
dant had no reason to be pleased at the treatment he had re« 
ceived immediately after the action. He had returned to the 
castle for his sabre, and advanced with it to the gate, in order 
to deliver it up to some English officer, when it was seized and 
forced from his hand by a common soldier of Frazer's. He 
came in, got another sword, which he surrendered to an officer^ 
and turned to re-enter the hall. At this moment a second 
Highlander burst through the gate, in spite of the tentinel 
placed there by the general, and fired at the commandant With 
an aim that was near proving fatal ; for the baU passed undor 
his arm^ piercing a very thick door entirely through, and lodg* 
ing in the jamb. Had we lost the worthy man by such an 
accident, his death would have spoiled the whole rdish of our 
present enjoyment. He compUdned, and received an zpAogf 
for the soldier's behaviour from his officer. Leave was imme- 
diately granted to the French officers to keep dteir swords^ 
their effects, and even their bed-chambef in die house. But 
the bishop found a difficulty to obtain the same indulgence fmr 
O^Keon, whose plea that he was a natuWdized Frenchman^ was 
pretty generally disregarded, and himself considered as an Irish 
rebel, to be speedily brought before a court-martiaU - However, 
at last they were alloi^ed to be kept together, induding^ir 
cannoneer, and a litde Frendf servant of O^Keon's till the fid* 
lowing day. 

^^ General Trench was received by the bishop and his Ikmily^ 
in the lobby, with a welcome^ of die (Sincerity of which there 
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could be veiy little doubt. He expressed, in vety poUte terms, 
his satisfiiiction at the deliverance of this fiunily fSrsm so great a 
peril as had hung over os for the last month; adding, that he 
had not failed to use every exertion to come to our relief, from 
the moment that our embassy had fully apprised him of our 
distressful situation. He then presented to the bishop his 
principal officers, idth some of whom he was previously well 
acquainted, particularly his much valued college intimate, the 
eaii of Glandore. Lieutenant-colonel Crosbie, major Fitzgerald 
(commonlf called the knight of Kerry,) major Trench, brother 
to the general^ his nephew and sud-de-camp, major Taylor; 
magor Acheson, son to Lord Gosfbrd, colonel Frazer, major 
McDonald, captain HarrisoUf the commiwiry, colonel Jackson, 
and some oflkers of the county militia, as Mr. Ormesby, Mr« 
OrmCf and others,, paid their compliments of congratnlationf 
and were accommodated by the bishop in the best manner he 
was able. Bed and board was provided for five rendent officeis, 
9^d occasionally eveiy day for some others. 

^* The commandant and h|s party were ordered away on 
Tuesday, to Caatlebar, with the Kerry regiment. Horses were 
founds, not without difficulty, to convey their per^ns : the bulk 
of their effects was forwarded to them, on their arrival in Dub» 
lin, by the bishop. We parted, not without tears, with our 
friends and protectors. The good-natured reader will doubtless 
share in the pleasure, with which we record the notice that was 
taken every where of pur French officers, for the part they had 
acted at KillaUa. Our government was pleased to forward them 
presently tp London^ giving them what money they wanted, 
for their draft on the commissaiy of ^soners, Niou ; so that, 
passing but two or three days in Did>lin, they could dine but 
twice with the bishop's connections, my lord Primate making 
them partake of his hospitality one day, and alderman Kirkpat- 
rick another. From London, the bishop had a letter from the 
committee for taking care of French prisoners, desiring to 
be informed in what manner he, and his» had been inpafjed 
by the French officers ; and, on the bishop's report, an or- 
der was obtained, that citiaens Charost, Boudet, and Pon- 
son^ should bo set at lifee^y, and sent home without 
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exctumge.* They overtook their general at Dover; who was 
so sensible of the attention shewn to hi^ officers, that he wrote 
to the bishop a letter, of which a translation appeared in the 
Dublinjpumal, and since, in the narrative publbhed by Jones. 
The original will be found in our appendix. 

*• The week that followed the battle was employed in courts- 
martial in the morning^, and in most crowded dinners at the 
castle in the evening, a whole bullock was consumed in two 
days, as the bishop had not less than forty people to feed, be* 
sides the officers, and the principals of his own household. 
General Trench did his best to help out the mess, sharing his 
bread and fuel with us, and supplying us widi beef when he 
cpuld get it* Mr. Denis Browne^ lord Altamont^s brother, 
sent the general at one time a whole, and again half a buck, de- 
airing, in return, an immediate remittance of three hundred 
men 46 drive away the rebek from Westport. liVhether the 
party went, I did not hear; the venison deserved it. Our 
greatest want was wine and groceries. A large order was sent 
ta Sligo by the commissary of stores and the bishop; but the 
sloop could not sail for some time on account of the equinoc- 
tial storms. The officers made out their entertainment as 
they could, with great patience and cheerfulness, being very 
agreeable men, and the general extremely so. The French had 
made the bishop a present of seven barrels of flour brought 
from their own country, which had been very good, but was a 
little heated in the voyage: this, made into what is called slin^ 
cakes served tolerably well for bread, as there was neither 
brewing for some time^ nor barm. The sloop did not ar- 
rive to^our relief till after the general was gone. 

^ If the people of Killalla were distressed to find accommoda- 
tion for the multitude of officers that now poured in upon them, 
they experienced yet greater inconvenience from the preditory 
habits of the soldiery. The regiments that came to their as- 
sistance, being all militia, seemed to think thty had a right to 

* Niou the French commissary, refused on the part of hife 
government, to accept of this mark of respect £rom our mi- 
nistry. 
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take the property they had been the means of preserving, an€ 
to use it as their own, whenever they stood in needvof it* 
'l^heir rapacity differed in no other inspect from that of the re- 
bels, except that they seized upon things with somewhat less 
of ceremony or excuse, and that his majest3r's soldiers were in- 
comparably superior to the Irish traitors in dexterity at stealing. 
In consequence, the town very soon grew weary of their guests, 
and were glad to see them marched off to other quarters. It 
is but justice to the regiment that has remained at Rillalla ever 
since, the prince of Wale's fencibles, to acknowledge, that they 
have always behaved themselves with the greatest propriety, 
under the orders of those two excellent officers, lieutenant-colo- 
nel Macartney and major Winstanley. Let it be remembered 
also, to the honour of our excellent chief governor, that as 
soon as the country was reduced to quiet, marquis Comwallis 
sent two commissioners to Killalla and its vicinity, for the ex- 
press purpose of ascertaining the damages done by the king's . 
troops, and that, in March following, all authenticated claims 
on^ that account were discharged in full by an order on the na- 
tional bank. 

*f The court-marshal began the day after the battle, and sat 
in the house of Mr. Morrison. Their proceedings at first ap- 
peared extremely slow, considering the multitudes they had to 
tr}', not less than seventy-five prisoners at Killalla, and a hun- 
dred and ten at Ballina, besides those who might be brought in 
daily. The two first persons tried at this tribunal were gene- 
ral Bellew and Mr. Richard Bourke, who have been already 
introduced to the acquaintance of the reader. The latter after 
exerting his best endeavours to prolong the contest with the 
king's troops, had imitated the craft sometimes observable in 
the fox; he had slipt in with the crowd of loyalists, and was 
found, with every appearance of a peaceable subject, sitting in 
the bishop's. lobby, and chatting familiarly with different people 
as they entered, till he was recognized and taken into custody 
by Mr. Orrosby. The trial of these two criminals was short. 
Iliey were found guilty on Monday evening, and hanged the 
next morning in the park behind the castle. Contemptible for 
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(Inmkezmess and vulgar manners, they fell without excitmg a 
sentiment, of compassion. 

<< Boger Macguire, our late ambassador to Castlebar, occa- 
sioned considerable delay. It was urged in his favour, particu- 
larly by dean Thompson, that in their late journey he had often 
heard .him ^speak to the people in favour of pacific measures, 
and of lenity to the protestants. On the other hand^ general 
Trench and his officers could not readily forget the insolent 
behaviour of thi^ young fellow at Casdebar, under which as- 
sumed carriage he strove to conceal his apprehension of danger, 
when he was so grievously (and indeed so inconsiderately) 
threatened by Mr. Denis Browne and others, on his entering 
the town, as we have ahready observed. After a long imprison- 
ment at Killalla, Macguire was transmitted to Casdebar, where 
at last he received sentence to be transported to Botany bay« 
His father^ the brewer, was hanged: his brothers, more ac- 
tive in treason and mischief than himself, have not yet been 
taken. 

<< Broken weather increased the difficulty of keeping a force 
together in such a place as Killalla, their tent« affording a poor 
shelter against the rain and storms of this season of the year. 
General Trench therefore made haste to clear the wild districts 
of the Laggan and Erris by pushing detachments into each, 
who were able to do litde more than to bum a number of ca- 
bins; for the people had too many hiding places to be easily 
overtaken. Enough however was effected to impress upon the 
minds of the sufferers a conviction, that joining with the ene- 
mies of their country against their lawful sovereign was not a 
matter of so litde moment as they had ignorandy imagined; 
and probably the memory of what they now endured will not 
be effaced for years. TTiere are those, however, who think 
diSerendy; who say these mountaineers will be always ripe for 
insurrection, and who urge in proof the mischief they have 
done very lately by robbery and houghing of catde. Yet sure- 
ty our common nature will incline us to make some copcession 
to the feelings of men driven^ though by their own fault, from 
Aeir farms and from their dwellings^, wretched dwellings 
to be sure, but to them-— (that poor fellow's lesson to the 
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bishop ^18 worth remembring!) certainly as valuable as to the 
grandee his palace. Let a man look round from the summit 
of one of tho^e mountains that guard our islands against the 
incursions of the Atlantic, and say what he should think of 
passing a winter among them without the covering of a hut 

** The disposal of the powder left at the castle by the Frenchf 
was one of the first things that occupied die attention of general 
Trench I especially after the accident, mentioned above, had 
made every body sensible of the necessity of speedily removing 
it. He wrote that very day to government, and desired to have 
the lord lieutenant^s commands respecting it; yet the carriages 
did not arrive for transporting it to Athlone till the fifth of Oc** 
tober, probably from the difficulty of procuring the means of 
conveyance at that season. The bishop was heartily glad to 
be rid of this deposit, if that might be so named, which was 
placed in his hands against his will and consent. The French, 
as the reader will see by the annexed affidavit of captain Bull» 
took it into their heads to be angry with t^e bishop for betrays 
ing their pow/der to the king's officer; as if he owed them alle* 
giance, or was responsible to them for a trust he had not under* 
taken, and^ which he would have rejected with abhorrence. AQ 
n the share he had in saving this powder for hb majes^s use^ 
consisted in suggesting to the French cojjimandant the real and 
absolute impossibility of throwing it into the sea, in the pre- 
sence of people who waited eagerly and continually to seize it 
for their own destructive purposes. The powder^ though 
coarse, was ssdd to be good enough for use: the whole, at one 
^hilling the pound, must have been worth upwards of thirteen 
hundred pounds sterling. 

*^ On the 29th, an address was presented to general Trench 
from the barony of Tyrawley^ thanking him and his army for 
the good service of Sunday last, to which a polite answer was 
presently returned by the general. They have af^ared m the 
public prints. 

" The opportunity of an escort to Castlebar, carried away 
from us this day our worthy friends, the Thompscms, with their 

♦ Page 336. 



dffee boys and a girl; a femily -vrhose re^ value we shoiild 
h$r6ly have known biit £br oifr ca^ivity. Mr. Fortescue em* 
braced the same opportunity. And thenuccaeding; day, by the 
depaiture of geaeral 'Trench with the IteiVy Cifficers to CJastle- 
bary the town of KiUalfa Wad left to the defence of i^ prince of 
Wale's fencibles. The detatehment tliat had^ been sent into 
Erris on die ihlr^etb of Septenfter, retorned the 8e\;ienth of 
tbb following mont}i,^after sitfiikring' and in&kdng a ^ood deal 
of misery* 

'* As the storm of war seemed now to have spent its' 'force"; 
tihe bishop began to try what he could do in order to titodfe'r 
his situation at Killalla easy at least, if he could not i-es^e^e the 
totnfbrtaUe posture in which the invasion found hiio/ iHis 
greatest inconvenience was, that it was out of his' power, as 
matters stood, to return to the exclusive use of his own ti^sMiise. 
The guard, which was relieved every day, being stationied in 
one of the offices at die castle^ it became a duty of conmion po* 
Ifteness to offer a bed to the officer that commanded the gusmi. 
The same compliment could hardly be refused to another offi* 
cer of the regiment^ who coming later than the rest to Killalla^ 
could not possibly find a lodging in the town.^ And these two 
officers naturally grew to be messmates in the family, the bishop 
wishing by eveiy means iri his power to shew his sedii of the 
protection afforded to the town by his 'majestj^s army. But 
die labour and weariness of living dius in a manner in public, 
aind for a constancy, may be easily conceived, at least it need 
not be desei^bed to aiiy man that is fonS of retirement and 
study. The messing indeed was laid aside, from the moment 
die gcndemen were aware of the bishop's inability to bear 
die anopyance of continual pubfic dinn^; but the bedcham-^ 
bers could not be refifsed; a circumstance which precluded the 
exetiise of lK>spitsdity towsuds <he bishop's friends or bis clergy^ 
Ks own fsumiiy being so numerous. BTeither' was 'it by any 
means clear to th« people of KillaUa, if they set themselves to 
Htpair the damages they had sustained by the war, that they 
tirbukl be ^le to etij<^ the fhiits of dieir labour. The winter 
was coming on ; a multitude of rebeb were scattered through 
die mountains, likely to b^ rendered d^perate by want; and 
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perhaps too the F^rench might ^nd means to eflec&«i|0tl^r and 
a more powerful invwon in the same place where they h^^ 
landed befpre. 

" llieae reasons were often urged to the bishop by Ma 
friends in the cajHtal* to induce him to remove jitrith hi» family 
thidier without dela^j but he had fixed his rea^tdution to remain 
whare he was lor that wintei:^ After the ktoses he had sus- 
tainedy bis circumstances stood in the way of an expensive 
journey to Oublin; and if that had not been the case, he found 
by roaisy-trisds, diat his presence was likely to be useful to his 
country neighbours, either in assisting to obtyun compensation 
for them, or clearing them from ill-founded charges of disaf- 
fection. From the rebels in the mountains he. apprehended no 
danger, as long as the military were left to protect the town; 
and as to another attempt from the French in the very same 
quarter, and on the verge of winter, it Was an event too far 
removed from probability to be a reasonable ground for re« 
treating. 

. ^< But experience quickly proved, that what is not probable 
may nevertheless be very true. On the morning of the 2rth 
of October, 1798, three of the same frigates which had brought 
over Humbert's army in August, in company with a fourth^ 
carrying altogether 2000 land forces, anchored in the bay of 
Killalla, precisely in the spot where diey had made good dieir 
first landing. They formed a p^ of the armamenty which, so 
happily for Ireland and the British empire, was destroyed by 
die glorious action off Rudand under the auspices of sir John 
B. Warren. The alann was taken, the moment these ^ships 
appeared; for our late sufferings had taught us what might be 
expected from vessels of that siae* Two officers of the* prince 
of Wale's, captain Bull and lieutenant Leurry, were sent, at 
different times by major WinstaBley, to inquire wh«t they w«ie» 
and if friends, to deliver dispatches which had just come down 
^o him from the capital. A party under the orders of captwi 
Frazer went to take their station behmd Kikunimin head, under 
which the ships were moored, about ;% league from l^iHalla,. te 
watch and make reports* 
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^ The officers xx>t returning in Ihe time expected, die panic 
becftme universal* Eveiy male inhabitant in die place crowded 
Co Steeple-hill, anxiously looking out to the ships, and forming 
conjectures. An old sailor, vfho had often seen the like, pro- 
nounced them to be French by their white- saUa, and by dieir 
aeeming to stand out of the water more than hours. At length 
a 3^eoman horseman appeared on the opposite hiU^ coming down 
in fun gaBop. To the spectators his out-stretched arms told 
the bad news even before his words: * Captain Fraeer had bid 
^ him say to the major, the ships were certainly French, and 
^ the enemy was landing.' It was discovered, aifter the fright 
was passed, that this pestilent fellow had tndy reported only 
half his message : for he utras charged to say^ ^ the enemy wad 
not yet landed.' But either his wits were unsetded by terror, 
or he was carried away by the passion sien fed) for relating 
inarvettous news, let it be ever so horrible. 

^ In half an hour, the to:wn of Killalla had scarcely an inha* 
bitant kfi, except the nulitary. The occasion was so instant, 
that every body was in motion before they had time to reflect 
how they should go, or whether they ought to go at all : for the 
weather was cold and stormy, the road to the next town (Bal- 
lina) deep mud, especially near Killalla, and the last, invasion 
had left to very few any other means of conve3^ance but their 
feet. On foot the bishop set out at the head of his whole 
household, except two sons who staid to preserve their father's 
property as long as they could. Two litde daughters by his 
aide wa4ied through the dirt. The other cluldren got upon 
cars, witii their mother and aunt, invalids, that had not been 
exposed to the air for the last two months; and one of them, 
Mrs. Stock, liable on any cold to a sudden attack of the gout 
in her stomach, which had more than onee threatened her ex- 
istence* While they were on the road, gusts of wind, and at 
last a heavy riiower of hail, unfortunately fell on them. All 
seemed to die bishop to be now over. He must expect to lose 
the mother of such a &mily, the companion with whom he had 
passed twenty years of his life in the sunshine absolutely unin- 
terrupted by one transient cloud. He saw it, almost without a 
reflection. There is a pause of mind on the apprehended ex-^ 
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plosion of bosne ^wMPm)ii». |Ditfehv«^: iissettbliiig the al^IiKSs 
(hat fills the^ herizftb^Jbefote % thmfder cbp^ At kk^etv^h^ 
when thought reitiirned-^^^hiic be w«s Able to do he did* U^ 
raised his ey^t andradored & siknce the uplifted hand of the 
Almig^ijr* That lumdi ^^ ^^ «<><>» ^^ happiness tx> ej^ 
lience^ ^as JiAedf not ta destroy, but to sare. 

^ The procession veashed BaUina about six in the etenbgi 
lUter a mttrth of two hours, in the couxse^of which they passed 
the Armagh malitki, hastening^ to KSlalla to join die prince of 
tVales'^c And hece the bi^op and lus fiimify were much in^ 
debied to the hospiudity of brigade^m^jor Cutmingham uid hii 
lady^ that they did not. suffer more by so un&easoaable a fiigbt. 
The house in which die major resided was colonel ELing'st in 
happier times one of the best and most comfortable dwellmgs in 
the whole country i but it had suffered so much damage in the 
tebellion^when it was ooc»pied by True, that it was now na 
Msy matt^ to find a' warm seat in it^ scarcely a window being 
Widiout one or more broken panes of ^^a, and a furious wind 
j^rvading the wtiole house4 However, the entire grouqpe of 
fug^ves had got into bed, wheii at midnight' a!n express caait 
to the ma^or from £illaHa». widi intelligence, which that good* 
natoifed officer thcMight his gdests would be glad to hear inime^ 
diately, though they were awaked out of their sleqp for it. 
Major WinBtanlay liad sent word, diat the French ftigates had 
suddenly sKpt their cables, and Withdrawn for our bay* 

*^ The two tifficers that were csdried off by tM^ squadron to 
iPrance^ Messrs* Bidl and lieurry, found their way back agiua 
to their tegiment near four months ^terWards* From their 
report it appears^ that a cutter they had on the watch having 
apprised the enemy that an £nglish squadron was heaving in 
si^t, for which they were conscious they were not a match» 
flsey made off to sea, with so much precijritation, that the 
largest frigate cut her cable, leaving an anchor behind her, 
which is thought to be veiy WeH worth the welg^ng up. The 
Iquadroii was close pursued by two line of batde ships^ the 
Caesar and the Tremendous (as report said) even to the distance 
of ninety leagues^ and had for a considerable time very little 
hope ^ an escape^ thbu£^ they at last effected it by throwing 
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fj^ery.liiiii^ they could spare overboardy and thus oumiling^ 
«hip9 that W€9fe crippled in the late action with the Hoche ancl 
othe^ 

. ^^ K!ext day with joyful beans all the inhabitants of Killalla 
retiu^ned horne^ where no mischief had happened during their , 
short absence. By the good providence of God the ladies of 
the -bidiop's family escaped the danger to their health; of which 
diey had so much reason to be apprehensive; nor did any of 
line children take cold, except one little ffA that walked, who 
had a low fever in consequence^ which did not quit her for three ' 
weeks. ' 

** After this alarm, there was no resisting the importunity of 
the bishop's friends, recalling him to Dublin. To stay longer 
in a post of so much danger was generdly^ pronounced to be 
si tempting of Providence. Their arguments would have car- 
tied irresistable weight (had a farther weight been necessary,) 
iTthe bishop or his friends had then been in possession of the 
tn^Uigence, which they have since r^eeived from captain Bull, 
n^liose testimony is here laid before the reader. 



c^ Gaptmn Joseph Bull, of the prince of Wales^s fencible 
infantry, who was tak^ prisoner by the fleet in Killalla bay^ 
being sent out with dispatches by order of the commanding 
officer, midcetk oath a9:id saidi : 

. <^ That on his being taken on boards and during his voyage 
to France in La Concorde French frigate, he was often uAd by 
most of the officers on bosird^ bodi naval and militaJry^ that had 
Aey ImKled their troops when tkey appeared in the bay of Kil-* 
laUa on the 27th of October, they had the most positive orders 
to send.th^ bi^Op of KillsJla and his fsnily immediately pri* 
soners to France. 

^ That on his (captain Bull's) asking them the reason of thi« 
stepy dieir answer was, thalt the bishop had betrayed to th^ 
Kmg's troops, and had likewise delivered up the ammunition 
that was brought in by the French dming the time they were 
hi possession of iStkt toWn of KilMa. 
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<' Captain Bull furthei* says, he took every step that hb tkottght 
was likely to prove this report entirely groundless, but is sorry 
to say, without effect. And says^ that had they met with any 
opposition in landing, their determination was, to lay the town in 
ashes. 

*< Sworn before me at Ellalla, March 1, 1799* 

** William Kirkwood.'* 

Joseph Bully captain of 
the prince of Wales's 
fencible regiment. 



In the course of this unfortunate and ill-conducted rebellion^ 
among a naaafaer -of chiefs and inferior insurgents who were 
tried and qecated, ^ pardcular notice and particular compas- 
sion are due to two men, who, Irishmen by birth,, had been in 
the military service of Fnmce before the invasioiv, had come to 
Ireland in the French fleets and had, as well as the best of the 
Frenc|i officers, tised die most active exertions to save the lives 
and properties of loyalists. These were Bartholomew Teeling 
and Matdiew Tone, whose generous humanity^ mfuie evident 
on their trials^ and steady fortitude under sentence and execution, 
command our pity, and for their personal qualities our esteem. 
They were tried in Dublin barrack^ and executed — the former 
on the twenty-fourth of September, the latter a few days 
after. 

" The litde army of Humbert had be^n intended only to be 
a vanguard of a much more formidable force^ which was in a 
short^ time to follow. Providentially for the safety of the 
British empire^ the French administrators were as tardy in se- 
conding the operations of Humbert, as they had been in second- 
ing those of the southern rebels of Ireland. The want of money 
is assigned as th^ cause of delay in the equipment of the second 
fleet, and in the interim, before its appearance on the Irish 
coast, a brig from France arrived at the litde island of Rutland, 
near the north-west coast of Donegal, on the sixteenth of Sep- 
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tember, sp:udi landed its crew; among whom was the celebrated 
James N^fper Tandy^ now bearing the title of general of bri- 
ga4e in the French service* Informed p£ the surrender of 
Humbert's troopsf and unable to excite an insurrection by their 
mamfestioes in that quarter, they re-embarked^ and abandoned 
the shores of Ireland. Tandy was afterwwls ai^rested at Ham* 
burgh by some British agents* In this action the dignity of a 
neutral state was contemptuously violated, and the influence of 
the emperor of Russia was solicited and obtained to intimidate 
the Hamburghers into an acquiescence in this violation, which 
exposed them at the same time to theTesentmentof the French 
government. So mighty a fuss about such an object, such a 
mountain in labour, confirmed many in an opinion of a puerile 
weakness in the British ministers* Tandy was tried at Lif- 
ford, at the spring assizes for 1801, and pleading guilty, re- 
ceived his majesty's pardon on condition of emigration; 
in consequence of which he emigrated to France^ where 
he died. 

<< On board one of the French' ships, captured by admiral 
Warren, was found Theobald Wolfe Tone, a celebrated lawyer, 
and brother to Matthew Tone, already mentioned, whose ac- 
tivity and talents had contributed to give life to a formidable 
conspiracy, which received a deadly wound by the miscarriage 
of the French armament, and which can hardly be said to have 
survived Ms fate. Tried by a court-martial in the capitsil, he 
rested his defence on his being a denizen of France, an oflicer 
in the service of that country, and pretended not to' deny the 
charge against him, nor even to excuse his political conduct* 
Found guilty, he requested the indulgence of being shot as 
a soldier, instead of. being ignoQfiiniously hanged as a felon; 
and, on the refusal of this request, cut his own throat in ^e nri- 
scm* The operation being incompletely performed, hopes were 
entertained of his recovery; and on the next morning John 
Philpot Curran, Esq. the famous barrister, made a motion in 
the court of king's bench for a writ of habeas corpus in his 
favour, upon the ground that <' courts-martial have no jurisdic- 
tion over subjects not in military service while the court of 
king's bench is sitting." After a full discussion of the subject^ 
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the plea was admitted; but from the conditioii of>Tome, hi^ 
removal from prison, accibrding to the vrrit, was deemed vtn* 
safe, and he shortly after died froth th6 self^nflicted wouiM* 

<« With the reduction of the' ravaging bands in the moun- 
tains of VfSMow, under Holt and Hacket, the last professed 
champions in arms of the united conspiraoy, and with the death 
of Tone, its chief original projector, ended a rebdUion, of which 
the deep and artful scheme demonstrated the s^ility, but the 
immediate consequences, the ignorance of its authors with re* 
spect to the instruments which they were obliged to employ. 

<* The evil consequences of this rebellion were, notwithstand-* 
ing the small extent and duration of armed c^positidn to go* 
vernment, too many to be distinctly particularized. Tb the ge- 
neral mass of evils, of some of which a faint idea may be form<^ 
ed from the foregoing pages, a comiption of morals in the dis- 
turbed parts made a lamentable addition. To dwell on the sad 
propensity to extortion, cheating, pilfering, and robbing, acquir- 
ed or encouraged by a temporary dissolution of civil- govem- 
laeht; on the practice, of perjury and bribery in the accusation 
and defence of real or supposed criminals;, and of perjuiy in 
claims of' losses, even by persons who might well be supposed 
superior to such meanness, la}'ing aside religious considerations, 
would be attended with more pain than utility. Even ^ssipa- 
tion, which might reasonably be expected to-be checked by the 
fldamities attendant on this cruel commotion, seemed to revive 
with augmented force oh the subsiding of tiie insurrection. 
Collected ift towns, in die following winter, many of die lower 
sort of loyalists spent the days in drOnk^oiness, and their supe« 
riors the nights in late suppers and riotous conviviality. One 
good consequence, however^of their assembling in towns was 
the promotion of matrimony. Young people of the two seaKS 
being brought together, who might otherwise have remained 
Unacquainted with one another, an extraordinary number of 
marriages took place, as if Providence intended thus to rep^ 
the waste of civil war." 
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No, L— .p. 129* 

Constitution of the Society tf United Irishmen of the city of 
Dublin^ as first agreed npcfu 

TEDS society is constituted for the purpose of forwarding a 
brotherhood of affection, an identity of interests, a communioa 
of rights, and an union of power, among Irishmen of all re- 
ligious persuasions, and thereby obtaining an impartial and 
adequate representation of the nation in parliament. 

The members of this sQciety are either ordinary or hono- 
rary. 

Such persons only are eligible as honorary members, who 
have distinguished themselves by promoting the liberties of 
mankind, and are not inhabitants of Ireland, > ' 

Every candidate for admission into tiie society, whether as 
an ordinary or honorary member, shall be proposed by two or« 
dinary members, who shall sign a certificate of his being, from 
their knowledge of him, a fit person to be admitted, that he 
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has seen the test, and is willing to take it. This certificate, 
delivered to the secretaiy^ shall be read from the chair^ at the 
ensuing meeting of the society ; and on the next subsequent 
night of meeting the society shall proceed to the election. The 
names and additions of the candidates, with the names of those 
by whom he has been proposed, shall be inserted in the sum- 
mons for the night of eliection. The electioti shall be con- 
ducted by ballot, and if one-fifth of the number of beans be 
black, the candidate stands rejected. The election, with re- 
spect to an ordinary member, shiall be void, if he does not 
attend within four meetings afterwards, unless he can plead 
some reasonablctcxcuse fot his absence. 

Evttry {>et«oii dueled a mediber of the society, whether ho« 
norary or ordinaiy, shaU» previous to his admission, take and 
subscribe the following test:— ^(P^/. 138. 

A meflfibet ct aiKAfaer society of United Irishmen being in* 
tf^dttced t^ Ite president by a mieitiber of this society, shall, 
updn produckig a certiiicate signed by the secretary, and sesd'* 
ed'with th^ seal <^ the society to which he belongs, and taking 
the before-mentioned test, be thereupon admitted to attend the 
sittings of this societ)'. 

The officers of the society shall consist of a president, trea- 
surer, and secretary, who shdl be severally elected three 
montjw, viekRcit^ on every first night of meeting in the months 
of November, February, May, and August; the election to 
be determined by each member present ^vriting on a piece of 
paper the names of the object of his choice, and patting it 
into a box. The majority of votes shall decide ; if the votes 
are equal, the president shall have a casting voice. No per- 
km shall be capable of beitig re-dected to any office for the 
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quarter next succeeding the determindtioa of his ofice« In 
xase of aa occasionsd Vftcaniy in aitiy office by death or other- 
wise, the society ^aU, on fto next night of meeting, elect aper« 
aOKi to the same for the remainder of the quarter* 

Ihe society ahjdl meet on every second Friday night, or 
oftener if necessary. The chair shall be taicen at eig^t o'clock, 
from tireBty««indi September to twenty-fifth March; and at 
nine o'dock» fix>m twenty*>fifth March to twenty-ninth Septem- 
ber. Fifteen members shall £Drm a quorum; no new business 
shall be introdiiced after ten o'clock. 

Every respect and deference shall ht paid to the president; 
his chair shaU be raised three steps above the seats of the mem- 
bers; the treasurer and secretary shall have seats under him, 
tfiro steps above the seats of the mem^bers. On his rising 
from his chair, and taking off his hat, there must be silence, 
and the members be seated; he shall be judge of order and 
propriety, be impowered to direct an apology, and to fine re- 
feactory members in any sum not exceeding one crown ; if th6 
member refuse to pay the fine, or make the apology, he is there- 
upon expdled from the society. 

There shall be a committee of constitution, of finance, of 
correspondence, and of accommodation. Tlie committee of 
constitution shall consist of nine members, that of finance of 
seven members, that of correspondence of five members t each 
committee shall, independent of occasional reports, make general 
reports on •every quarterly meeting. The treasurer shall be un- 
der the direction of the committee of finance, and the secretary 
under the direction of the committee of correspondence; the 
election for committees shall be on every quarterly meeting, and 
decided by the majority of votes* 



see BEBELuaN in Ireland. 

In order to defray the necessary expences^ and establish a 
fond for the use of the society, each ordinary member shall on 
his election pay to the treasurer, by those who pressed him, 
one guinea admission fee ; sUid also one guinea annually^ by 
half-yearly payments, on every first mght of meeting in Novem- 
ber and May; the first pa3^ment thereof to be on the first night 
of meeting in November, 1792. On every quarterly meeting 
following, the names of the defaulters, as they appear in th& 
treasury-book, shall be read from the chair. If any member, 
after the seccmd reading, neglect to pay his subscription, he shaU 
be excluded the society^ unless he can shew some reasonable 
excuse for his default. 

The secretary shall be furnished with the following seal, vi- 
delicity a harp; at the top, ^ lam new strung ;^^ at the bottom^ 
" I will be heard ;^^ and on the ex^ergue, '* Society of United 
Jri^hmen of Dublin!'^ 

• No motion for an alteration of, or addition to, the constitu- 
tion shall be made but at the quarterly meetings^ and notice of 
such motion shall be given fourteen days previous to those 
meetings. If upon such motion the society shall see ground for 
the proposed alteration or addition, the same shall be referred 
to the proper committee, with instructions to report on the next 
night of meeting their opinion thereupon ; and upon such report 
tjhe quiestion shall be decided by the society. 
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No. II. 

« 

EX^TRACTS TI^OH VHE PUBLICATIONS OF THE UNITED 
IRISHMBN* 

Friday, 3Qth of December^ 1791. 
Society of United Irishmen of Dublin* — The Hon. Simon Sutler 

in the chair. 

Resolved unanimously, 
That the following circular letter^ repotted by our committed 
of correspondence^ be adopted and printed : \ 

This letter is addressed to you from the corresponding com- 
mittee of the Society of United Irishmen of Dublin. 

We annex the declaration of political principles which we 
i^t subscrijsed, and the test which we have taken, as a social 
and sacred compact to bind us more closely together. 

f 

The object of this institution is to make an united society of 
the Irish nation; to make all Irishno^n citizens; all citizens. 
Irishmen : nothing appearing to us more natural at all times, 
and at this crisis of [Europe more seasonable, than that those 
who have common interests, and conmion enemies, who suffer 
common wrongs, and lay claim to common rights should know 
each other, and should act togetiien In our opinion, ignorance 
has been the demon of discord, which has so long deprived 
Irishmen, not only of the blessings of well-regulated govern- 
ment, but even the common benefits of civil society. Peace in 
this island has hitherto be^a a peace on the principles and with 
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the consequences of civil war. For a century past there- has 
indeed been tranquility, but to most of our dear countrymen 
it has been the tranquility of a dtmgeon; smd if the land has 
lately prospered, it has been owing to the goodness of Provi- 
dence, and the strong efforts of husfttii nature, resisting and 
overcoming the malignant influence of a miserable adminis- 
tration. 

To resist this^ inl^enee, which rules by &GOtd aii4 einbriMU 
by system, it is vain to act as individuals or as parties; it be- 
comes necessary by an union of minds, and a knowledge of 
each other, to will and act as a naCioD« To know each other 
is to know ourselves ; the weakness of ooe and the strengtii of 
many. Union, therefore, is power ; it is wisdom i it must prove 
liberty. 

Our design, therefore, in forming this society, ii, to give an 
example, which, when well followed, must coUeQt the public 
will, and consecrate the public power into one solid mass, the 
effect of which, once put in motion^ must be rapid, momentum 
and consequential. ^ 

In thus associating, we have thought liltia about our ances- 
tors, much of our posterior. Are we far evisr to walk like beasts 
of prey, over fields which these ancestors stained with blood I 
la looking back, we see nothing on the one part but savage force 
succeeded by savage pcAicyi on the other, an unfortunate nadon, 
<< scattered and peeled, meted ou€ and trodden down !" We 
see a mutual intolerance, and a common carnage of the first 
moral emotions of the heart, wljich lead us to esteem and {^ce 
confidence in our felloW'<reatures. We see this, an^are s3ent: 
but we gladly look forward to brighter prospects, to a people 
WLiud in the fellowship of freedonii to a pariiament fiit express 
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image of the people, to a prosperity established on civile politi- 
cal, and religious liberty, to a peace, not the gloomy and pre- 
carious stillness of men brooding over their wrongs, but that 
stable tranquility which rests on the rights of human nature, 
and leans on the arms by which these rights are to be main- 
tained. 

Our principal rule of conduct has been to attend to those 
things in which we agree^ to exclude from our thoughts those 
in which ifre differ. We agree in knowing what are ' )ur rights, 
and in daring to assert them : If the rights of men be duties to 
God, we are in this respect of one religion. Our creed &f civil 
faith is the same ; we agree in thinking that there is not an 
individual among our millions, whose happiness can be estab« 
lished on any foundation so . rational and so solids as on the 
happiness of the whole community. We agree, therefore, in 
the necessity of giving political value and station to the great 
majority of the people; and we think that whoever desires an 
amended constitution, without including the grand body of the 
people, must on his own principles be convicted of political per- 
secution, and political monopoly. If the present electors be 
themselves a morbid part of our constitution, where are we to 
recur for redress but to the whole community ? *^ A, more 
^^ unjust and absurd constitution cannot be devised, than that 
^^ which condemns the natives of a country to perpetual ser- 
** vitude, under the arbitrary dominion of strangers and 
** slaves.'* 

We agree in thinking, that the first and most indispensable 
conditicxi of the laws in a free state, is the assent of those who^e 
obedience they require, and for whose benefit only they are 
designed. Without, therefore, an impartial and adequate re- 
presentation of the community; we agree in declaring, we can 

•34 
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have no constitution, no country, no Ireland. Without this^ 
our late revolution we declare to be fallacious and ideal ; a thing^ 
much talked of, but neither felt or seen. The act of Irish 
sovereignty has been merely tossed out of the English houses 
kitO the cabinet of the minister ; and nothing remains to the 
people, who of right are every thing, but a servile majesty and 
a ragged independence. 

We call earnestly on every gretit and good man^ who at the 
late sera spoke or acted for his country, to consider less of what 
was done than of what there remans to do. We call upon their 
senatorial wisdom to consider the monstrous and immeasurable 
distance which separates, in this island, the ranks of social life, 
makes labour ineffectual, taxaticni unproductive, and divides 
the nation into petty despotism and public misery. We call 
upon their tutelar genius, to remember, that government is 
instituted to remedy, not to render more grievous, the natural 
inequality of mankind, and that unless the rights of the whole 
community be asserted, anarchy (we cannot call it government) 
must continue to prevail, when the strong t3nranize, the rich 
oppress, and the mass are brayed in a mortar. We call upon 
them, therefore> to build their arguments and their action on the 
broad platform of general good. 

Let not the rights of nature be enjoyed merefy 1^ connivance, 
and the rights of conscience merely by toleration. If you 
raise up a prone people, let it not be merely to their knees : Let 
the nation stand. Then will it cast away the bad habit of servitude, 
which has brought with it indolence, ignorance, an extinction 
of our faculties, an abandonment of our very nature. Then 
will every right obtained, every franchise exercised, prove a 
seed of sobriety, industry, and regard to character^ and the 
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manners of the people will be formed on the model of their 
tree constitution. 

This rapid exposition of our principles, our object, and our 
rule of conduct, must naturally suggest the wish of multiplying 
similar societies^ and the propriety of addressing such a desire 
to you. Is it necessary for us to request, that you will hold 
out yomr hand, and open your heart to your countr^an, towns- 
man, neighbour i Can you form a hope for political redemp^ 
tion, and by political penalties, or civil excommunications, with' 
hold the rights of nature from your brother ? We beseech you 
to rally all the friends of liberty round a society of this kind as 
a centre. Draw together your best and bra«rest thoughts, your 
best and bravest men. You will e:q>erience, as we have done, 
that these points of union will quickly attract number, while the 
assemblage of such societies, acting in concert, moving as one 
body, with one impulse and one direction, will, in oolong time^ 
become not parts of the nation, but the natiop itself; sneaking 
with its voice, expressing its will, resistless in its power* We 
again entreat you to look around for men fit to form those 
stjJble supports on which Ireland may rest the lever of liberty. 
If there be but ten, take those ten. If there be but two, take 
those two, and trust with confidence to the sincerit)^ of your in- ^ 
tention, the justice of your cause, and the support of your 
country. 

Two objects interest the nation, a plan of representation, and 
the means of accomplishing it. These societies will be a most 
powerful mes»s; but a popular plan would itself be a means for 
its own accomplishment. We have, therefore, to request, that 
, you will favour us with your ideas respecting the plan which 
appears to you most eligible and practicable, on the present 
more enlarged and liberal principles which actuate the people; 
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at the same time giving your sentiments upon ourn^donal coa* 
lition, on the means of promoting it, and on the political state 
and disposition of the county or town where you reside. We 
know what resistanee will be made to your patriotic efforts by 
those who triumph in the disunion and degradation of their 
country* The greater the necessity for reform, the greater 
probably will be the resistance : We know that there is much 
spirit that requires being brought into mass^ as well as much 
massy body that must be refined inta spirit. We have enemies, 
and no enemy is contemptiUe; we do not desj»se the enemies 
of the union, the liberty and the peace of Ireland, but we are 
not of a nature, nor have we encouraged the habit of fearing 
any man, or any body of men^ in an honest and honourable 
cause. In great tmdertakings, like the present, we declare that 
we have found it always more difficult to attempt, than to ac^^ 
complish. l^e pec^ of Ireland must perform all that they 
wish, if they attempt all that they can. 

Signed by order, 

James Napper Tastdt, «ec« 



No. m. 



THE CATECHISM OF THE UNITED IRISHMEN, 



Published and circulated since the rebellion %vas put dawn^for 
the purpose of keeping the Jtame of it aUve* 

I BELIEVE in the Irish Union, in the supreme majesty of 
the people, in the equality of man, in the lawfulness of insur- 
rection, and of resistance to oppression. I believe in a revolu- 
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tion founded on the rights of man, in the natural and imprest- 
criptable right of all the Irish cidzens to all the land. I believe 
the soil) or any part of it, cannot be transferred without die 
consent of the people, or their representatives, convened and 
authorised, by the votes of every man having arrived at the age 
of twenty-one years. I believe the land, qr any of it,' cannot 
become the property of any man^ but by purchase, or as re- 
wards for forwarding and preserving the public liberty. I be- 
lieve our present connexion widi England must be speedily 
dissolved. I believe that old age, pregnant women, aiid la* 
bour shpuld be honoured. I believe that treason is the crime 
of betraying the people* I believe religious distinctions are 
only protected by tyrants. I believe applying the lands of the 
church to relieve old age^ to give education and protection to 
infancy, will be more acceptable to an united people, that 
msmitaining laay hypocrites and ravenous tythe gatherers. ' 

In this fidth I mean to live, or bravely die. 

Quesdon. What are you? 

Answer. An Irishman. 

Q. As an Irishman, what do you hope for I 

A. The emancipation of my country, and equality of rights, 
a fair division of the la^d, an abolition of religious establish- 
ments, and a representative government. 

.Q. "What benefit do you propose to your country, by what 
you call eniancipation ? 
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A. Deliverance from the odious influence of England, and 
that domestic tyranny it generated, which is calculated to 
corrupt our morals, impoverish our people, and retard our 
industry. 

Q. How do you conceive this ? 

A. By the innumerable injuries we experience from England 
—she shuts, us out from any mercantile connexion with the 
world, while she tells us we are an independent people.; she fos- 
ters establishments in our island, contriving to make her agents 
in the land her friends and our oppressors ? 

42* How are Irish morals injured by England ? 

A. By monopolizing the trade of the world, and confimog 
us to deal only with her. 

Q. Does that effect your morals ? 

A. Tes, her contrivance leaves us at her mercy: she sells to 
us at her own prices, she deprives us of the choice of other 
markets, either to buy or sell; by such means she has the com- 
mand of all our produce ; we buy dear and sell cheap ; conse- 
quently we are poor, and poverty begets crimes, as Job says, 
^' liord, make me not poor, lest I should steaL" 

Q. What other reasons have you against English connec- 
tions, and what other proofs have you of influence on your 
morals ? 

* A. England has organized a kind of legislatqrs here, devoted 
to her interests, and holding their influence and power at her 
wiU. 
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Q. Explain yourself! 

A. Those law-makers are land-holders, all of one trade, 
which in itself is criminal; as men making laws, being of one 
profession, will always be unanimous in promoting the ^welfare 
of a particular object. A legislative assembly of tanners would 
make leather dear; of weavers, would increase the price of 
cloth; of schoolmasters, would monopolize instruction. Our 
law-makers contrive to make spirituous liquors in more gene- 
ral use than bread, they are constantly canting on the drtmk- 
enness of the people, and take no pains to discourage distilla- 
tion, as it raises the value of their lands, under the pretext of 
promoting the revenue. They encourage grazing and the 
exportation of cattle ; they sell the liquor and accuse iis of 
drunkenness ; they export our raw materials; they say we are 
idlers> and mock our poverty; they import tobacco for our use, 
and export our beef and butter. Thus the necessaries of life 
are put out of cur reach, to promote their own ends, and a 
poisonous plant given us for the same purposes. 

Q. What advantage can our poverty be to our law-makers ? 

A. By being poor we must be on the alert, to procure the 
necessaries of life, which makes true the old maxim, they 
" keep us pooi^ and busy." Our time will be spent studying 
to avoid want, instead of inquiring the cause of it ; for enquiry 
is dangerous to tyranny. 

Q. What benefit, in a general sense, would emancipation 
be? 

A. Ireland, delivered from England, would give us immense 
resources, innumerable means pf employing our people, would 
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extend our trade and agriculture, we could have the sugars of 
the West-Indies, seventy per cent, cheaper from the Danes, the 
Dutch, or the French, than we can get them from the retail 
market of England. The teas and produce of the Indies, we 
could also have, in the same advantageous manner, from the 
same nations, or from the Americans, or by a direct importation. 
Other branches of trade and other resources of riches and em- 
plo3rments would unfold themselves to independent Ireland, 
now^mpossible to enumerate. 

Q. What is meant by equality ? 

A. Men being bom equal, is evident to every understanding. 
If the Creator intended any superior rank among men, it is that 
of superior abilities or superior virtue ; if he intended any other 
nobility than the noble of nature, we should see noblemen, 
not the sanie impotent, ignorant, vicious, and untaught creatures, 
so common among the artificial orders. We should have them 
bom without wanting any of those acquirements that appear so 
necessary to every rank, which is the result of tedious instruc- 
tion, and persevering industry, their childSiood would be dis- 
tinguished by a knowledge of every talent that is known or 
valued; they would come into the world finished statesmen, 
orators, mathematicians, generals, dancing-masters, hsdr-dress- 
crs, taylors, &c. nay, they would come from thegviromb covered 
with embroidery, ribbons, stars, and coronets. 

Q. Not appearing in infancy to have any visible or mental 
acquirements, more than other mortals, you thmk is an ar- 
gument to defend the opinions of those who are advocates for 
equality ? 
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A. Undoubtedly. Many persons in Ireland may rtmember 
Tken who are ranked as nobility^ to be raised by accidental cir« 
nunstances from the loins of footmen, low tradesmen, and in* 
famous gamblers ; the whole of them may be said, within the 
last century, to be the descendants of English ruffians, adven- 
turers, whose crimes or obscurity denied them a livelihood in 
their own country, but were the cruel agents of foreign force 
or foreign seduction. The origin of nobles in every country 
is the same; but time and revolutions have concealed their 
hateful origin. 

Q. What inconvenience do Irishmen* find by the privileged 
orders? 

At We have manifold complaints against the unnatural insti* 
tutioa: they are an association in alliance with the commoa 
enemy. They consider the people as an inferior and de- ' 
graded mass, onty made for their amusement or convenience, 
1k> dig, plow, or. enlist, whenever the tyrant's amusement or 
ambilioii is the mode. They influence the whole race of land-, 
holders, who are their creatures or adhntrers, whose conduct, 
bonour and religion^ is regulated by an uniform compliancet 
Aat will poromise a hope of ^arriving at the rank and emolu<* 
ments that are at the di^H>saI of the plunderers of the peoplei» 

Q. Bo you mean an equality of property as a part of yotlQr. 
system? 

A. By no means ; 'tis to absurd to imagine : I mean only 
an equality of rights^ that is, that every man is eligible to pub- 
lic, employment, whose honesty and abilities are approved of 
by his Countrymen ; that no man should be deprived of his 
liberty or property by any others, of supposed superiority of 

3B 
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rank; that every man, however rich, however connected, should 
be as amenable to the laws and as subject to punishment as the 
meanest; that labour, honesty^ and public virtue should be pro- 
tected, and should be the tests of superiority. 

Q. li¥hat good could a fsdr division of the land be to^Ireland? 

A. As the land and its produce was intended for ^ use of 

man^ it is unfair for fifty or an himdred men to possess what is 

• 

for the subsistence of near five millions : it exposes the great 
body of the people to every want and every misery. It is 
a blasphemy to say the present land-holders in Xreland'are to 
be the «< lords of the soil.*' The Almighty intended all man- 
kind to lord the soil. As m^n cannot, in the present improved 
manners of life, do without shoe^, clothes, or food, which are 
produced from the grass and corn, surely it is imfair that one 
or one hundred should hold in their hands those . necessaries 
which none ought to want; it is not possible that Grod can be 
pleased to see a whole nation depending on ^he caprice and 
pride of a small faction^ who can deny the common property in 
the land to his people, or at least tell them^ how much they 
shall eatt and what kind; and how much they shall wear, and 
what kind. As we every day experience from the hands erf 
these cruel usiu-pers, who have formed themselves into a corpo* 
ration of law-makers, and are constantly exporting our provi- 
sions, or curtailing its growth, on the horrid policy of preserving 
subordination, by degrading our characters, and forcing on us 
every servile occupation to earn a scanty livelihood in a coun- 
try capable of the greatest plenty. 

Q. How would you alter the property in land, and preserve 
the country from anarchy ? • "* 



BiBBEIXtON IN raELAND. m 

A. By dividing-Jthe ancient estates among the desceiidarit of 
those Irish faniilies, who were pillaged' by English invaders, 
giving to ^very person widiout exception, a competent share 
to enable him or her to get a comfortable livelihood ; this pra- 
vision not to extend to any person who impeded the deliverance 
of the country by cowardice or treachery* The remainder to 
be sold by public cant, and the money applied to paying oif 
the debts contracted by the former confederacy, and for reward- 
ing the citizens i)^ho fought for their counoryi and providing for 
their wives and mothers, and giving education to their children 
and infant relaltioBS. ... 

^. What is yoiir view by wishing to abolish religious esta- 
blishments 1^ ' 

A» To eiis^icate every reason of jealoiisy and distrust, to ease 
the natioii of a. useless and weighty body^ foniied of hypocrites 
and cheats. . 

Q. How would this provide against jealousy and distrust? 

A. As every man has a right to make iise of any form of 
worship he. thinks most acceptable to his Creator, it is unfair tp 
tax himi for the msuntenance of an order he does not acknow- 
ledge, and cannot approve of. It is unjust to take his property, 
his com> his catde, his hay and potatoes, to maintain a man he 
can do without, or perhaps abhors. The system of tythefrf 
forces a man's prop^ty from his family, to apply it to the use 
of a disorderly idler, or useless fool, protected by power, often 
uniting every vic« that disfigures society, under the specious 
cloke of religion. By leaving every minister of religion on the 
bounty of his hearers, you generally find the people choose men 
of education and morals, as objects of their esteem. If there 
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were m other advaotagpes than that of addio^ the cfaofch lands 
to the Aatiooal stock, apd relieving the people from Q^thes» it 
would be of aufficieot utility to abolish church estaUkh- 
inents. 

Q. Let me hear y«ur reasons for a repre^nt^tive govera^ 
inent? 

A. By giving a power pf voting to e^ry man who h0 not 
forfeited his right by any crime^ you create such an Immense 
number of electors, that no candidate can ever purchase their 
suffrage. 

Q. Would that be sufficient to promote your plan? 

A. No : I motion it sis the first towards true represenba&n: 
besides the justice of universal suffrage, it has that beauty which 
must make every man its advocate. 

Q. fiow would tb^ pocn* see the advantage of i%l 

A» As every maa^ in a free state, votes to secure his liberty 
and property : the poor man has but his labour, yet it is to him 
a property: he should have representatives, who would be 
careful of the value of labour, and watch, with a vigilant eye, 
the different and combining circumstances occurring in legisla-^ 
tive assemblies, lest the labour or employments of the artisan 
or husbandman should be made uncertain or unfasbion^ 
able. 

Q* Should there be any qualification for a representa- 
tive ? 
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eligible* 

Q, Might Qot a representative betray the trivst repose^ 11^ 
himf and be sa accomplice in the destruction 0^ his counr 
tiy? 

A* By Umiting the existence of representative aaseml^ieSii to 
the period of one or two years, the people have a frequent 
^eck on the conduct of their representatives^ and shoidd any 
displease by ignonuit or treacherous conducts he could be xie*- 
placed ; by that means corruption or t3n:anny could be prevent- 
ed, as near ^ human wisdom can devise* . 

fl* Were we to regsun our freedom, would not the power of 
IPngland be dangerous to our eatisience as a frecstate i 

A* By no means. As power principally consists in pq>uJao 
tion, her papulation cannot be so formidable 9& to hazard our 
safety. 

Q* Why, she has a more numerous people l 

A. She has, in the island of Great Britain^ about seven 
millions^ we have near five, she could not send her seven viil- 
lions on an invasion; though we could fight our whole populate 
tion against the redundancy of hers, as we could be on the de« 
fensive. 

Q. Bjat she has a navy t 

A. Her navy could nudce littie impression on Ireland ; a na-* 
vy may cover a debarkation of troops, and support them while 
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within the reach of die ships guns; but after diat^ any number 
of troops, however weQ appointed, though all the navies of Eu- 
rope were emploj'ed in conveying them, would be a very insuf- 
ficient force to conquer the united people of Irelandf fight- 
ing for a valuable country, and a more valuable indepen* 
dence* 

Q. Would not the navy of England destroy our trade ? 

A. We have no trade, nor have we foreign possessions, so 
we have nothing to apprehend on that account. 

Q. Would not blocking up ouj^ ports be some inconve* 
nitoce? 

A. None ; as our miserable and confined commerce is calcu- 
lated rather to. injure the poor, the suppressing of it would be 
beneficial in a state of hostility; our exports are necessaries of 
Efe, taken from them who labour; and' our imports luxuries to 
pamper thie idle. Were the com, cattle, and butter, kept at 
home, and wines, teas^ sugar and tobacco, kept away, we 
need not be much alarmed at the naval consequence of Eng- 
land* 

Q. How shall we arrive at the blessings so certain from in- 
dependence i 

* 

A* By a union of all the people. 

Q. Do you mean the privileged orders in this union.? 

A. No : were we to wait their concurrence, our deliveiy 
would be as distant as the general death of nature. 
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Q. Vfho do you meaa should compose tUs foyourite. obr 

. A. Every man that is oppressed, every maa that Isl" 
bouis, every honest man of every religion, every man who 
loves, and whose love of his country raises the hanian mind 
abov^ other trifling distinctions, and loses the petty idea of 
sects, in the name of Irishman. 



No. IT. — ^p. 154. 



Names of the Members of the Court-martial on Sir Edwat^ 

Crosbie. 

Major Denis, of the 9th dragoons^ president. 
Captain Martin of the 9th dragoons. 
Captain Sherston, 32d regiment. 
Captain Buthin, miattached. 
Lieutenant Loftus^ 9th dragoons. 
Lieutenant Roe, Armagh. regiment. 
Lieutenant Best, half pay. 
Lieutenant Higgins, 9th dragoons. 
Lieutenant Ogle^ Armagh regiment. 
Lieutenant Magrath, North Cork i^egiment. 
Lieutenant Bagwell, 9th dragoons. 
Ensign Ellis, Armagh regiment. 
Comet Fleming, 9th dragoons. 

. ^ The insults offered to her," (lady Crosbie, widow of sir 
Edward) ** after his death, by the military, Ibecame now so 
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Oumn^f ^lat Aeae, IdgeAer wiUi a teidiii^t visk fitnn colo- 
nel Mahon, of the 9di dragoons, and a party of dragoons, on a 
fnvokms pretence, after what had befidlen her hiniented hus- 
band^ excited in her no JoaBroaumMt apprehensioiis for her own 
Gorily; and she ^kras obliged at length litenify to fly for refuge 
to Efi^and.^^-^^^ the pampkkt^ p. 9. 



An exact copy of a ktter from Major Denis f in ansrvcr 
to an appBcation fqr the copy of the mfnutes of Sir Ed- 
wariPs triaL 

* Mount-Mellick, Feb. 1, ISOO. 

*< Madam — ^I have been honoured with your letter, represent- 
ing a conversation I had with a lady at Harrowgate, respecting a 
transaction which occurred during the late rebellion. It con- 
cerns me much to renew a subject^ which I hoped was buried 
in oblivion. But as the lady has thought proper to mention the 
business, and which I thought I was only speaking in confidence^ 
I must beg leave to say, that on her representing to me, that 
reflection had been cast on the proceedings of the court-martial, 
of which I was a member, in vindication I declared my senti- 
ments, observing 1 could by the proceedings prove the assertion 
I made. The lady will, I am sure^ do me justice to recollect 
what my sentiments were :— that I should be extremely sorry 
to bring forward any thing to hurt the feelings of any of the 
family, part of whom I had been acquainted with a long time^ 
and had the highest respect for. No stranger has seenfrsmme, 
since the unfortunate time I allude to, any copy. I understand 
applications have already been made to my superior officers 
for such a copy: I think myself unwarrantable in doing so at 
present. Any thing in my power, consistent with what I 



coBceive- pfOpA^, I wooU do to serve kdf Grosbne^ i« nogf 
of the faaulyi but iii the present case^ I«bi ftute:^e wiUeKciw 

<^ I ap, ipa4rai, jrotirft) Scc.:$ijE> 



County jrf the city'^ Gecoge Lucas, of Browpe's-Iully in the 
i>f^ PubUuj te %mt.^ coiinty of Carlow^ farmer, late shepherd of 
§Ar Edvrard Willtani Grosbiet of \iew-Hiount, in the ssud coun- 
ty, maketh oath, that from the najtu.re of this the deponent^s em- 
ploynD^t;, he was constantly about the house and demesne of 
the saidsir Edward William ICrpsbie, at Viewrmount, aforesaici, 
and from thence^ and from bis observations of the conduct qf 
the said air lidward William Croabie, both before and a^ter the 
Attack of the rehela on the town of Carlow,^ this deponent. yr2^ 
enabkd to ^g^ve very material evidence in favour of the said su: 
Sdward WilUam Crosbie upon his tdali for which purpose this 
^ic^Qnent was directed to attend at the place of tnal by lady 
4?r0a»bie^ t^e wife of the said .sir Edward William Crosbie. 
JUskfi iMs deponent saith, he has reason tp believe that, if the 
said sir Edward William Crosbie had left his house at Yienr- 
mount, on the morning of the day of the attack of Carlow by 
the vebela^ and; had gone, or attempted to go, into the town of 
Carlow, for the purpose of giyis^g; any information, or at all^the 
family and property of the said sir Edward William would 
have been destroyed by the rebelS| who were in full force about 
the s^d town of Carlow. This deponent saith, that he accord- 
ingly attended on the 2d and 4th days of June, at the barrack 
gate^ii the town of Carlow, to ^ve evidence upon the said trial; 
and saith, that on the 4th day of June this deponent was called 
upon to go into the court, and to give evidence for the said sir 
Edward William, by Robert Kirwan^ gaoler of Carlow, who 

3 C 
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*« If such be the charactet they give me, it is mostundesenred; 
and I call upon you as my friend, if I fall, to clear my memory 
from so unfbtoded a charge, aa I am a steady fncnd to tte 
Gonstitittion of king, Iord$, amd commond, wiib a pailiamentary 
reform, striking oflF the rotten boroughs.^' These seiulments, 
uttered on such an occasion, by a man whom,* in a long course 
of most intimate acquaintmee, I never knew guilty of the mi- 
ftnlest fidaehood^ must be admitted as the geniune effusionft of 
his heart; and that he did so express bimself to me, I declare 
0n the word of a Christian dergyntam. Was he then a r^abli* 
can ? Noi His own declaration a litde before he sisffered, and 
which I read in hb own baud voting, clears htm fitun dK im» 
pttftatiou of bekg $. m^x^r of any tireascmaUe society.^ 



No* v..-ii. irs. 

BY O&DER Of TKS ftBBEL COITKCIL OF TBE GOnnT Ot 
WXXF0RD« 

OatAs to h taken ty oB the united ^m/f in the most puhhc amt 
solemn manner* 

OATH OF A FRIV A TBr 

I, A. B* do solemidy aood aiacefi^ly swear, and take God and 
his only son our Lord Jestts Christ to witness^ that I will at aS 
times be obe^ent to the commands of my officers; that I smi 
ready to lay down my life, for the good of my coun^; idiat 
I have ati aversion to phmder, and to the spillinjg of innocent 
blood; that I will fight courageously in th^ field, and shew 
mercy where it can be g^ven : that I will avoid drunkenness, 
t^ding^to disorder and n4a$ thftt I Witt endeavour to make as 
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mmy friends, and as few enemies as possible ;: that above all, I 
detest a coward, and that twiQ look upon him as an enemy who 
wiQ stand back in ike time of batde. 

So help me God» 

OATH OF AN OFFICER. 

In die awful presence of God, who knows the heart and thoughts 
of all men, and calling my country to witness, I, A. B. officer 
in^ &c. do s6lemnly swear, that I do not consider my life my 
own, when my country demands it : that I consider the present / 
moment calls for a proof of the sincerity of ^ that sentiment, and 
1 am ready and desirous to stand the test; and do aver, that I 
am determined to die, or lead to victory; and that all my ac- ^ 
tions shall be directed to the prosperity of the common caused 
uninfluenced \fy any inferior motive : and I further declare my 
utter aversion to all alarmists, union-breakers^ andf a coward^ 
and my respect and obedience to the commands of superior 
officers. 



So help me God. 



Done at the council chamber, 
Wexford, June the f4th, 1798. 



By order of the council, 

B. B. Harvey, presiJent, 
Nicholas Grat^ secretary* 

Bx the virtuous voice of the people, we whose names are 
here under written, do api>oint our trusty and well*belovedbn>- 
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ther, Wiliiam fielding Cbstello, to command x>ar aitiUeiy ; and 
commiasaiy of our stores; and we trust this will be noticed by 
all whom it may concern. . Given under our hands at camp at 
Limerick^hill^ this thhrteenth day of June, 1/98* 

Edward Ktan, 
Josh Hat. 

tA copy.] 



ERIN GO BRAGh! 

Proclamation of the people of the county of Wexford* 

"Whereas it stands manifestly notoriousy that^ James Boydy 
HaMTtrey White, Hunter Gowan, and Archibald Hamilton 
Jacob, late ma^strates of this cpunty, have committed the most 
horrid acts of cruelty, violence, and oppression, -against our 
peaceable and well-aiFected countrymen: 

Now we^ the people^ associated and umted for the purpose 
of procuring our just rights, and being determined to protect 
the persons and properties of those of all religious persuasions 
who have not oppressed us, and are willing, with heart and 
hand, to join our glorious cause, as well as to shew our marked 
disapprobation and horror of* the crimes of the above delin- 
quents, do" call on our countrymen at large, to use every exer- 
tion in their power to apprehend the bodies of the aforesaid 
James JSoyd, Hawtrey White, Hunter Gowan, and Archibald 
Hamilton Jacob, and to secure and convey them to the gaol of 
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Wexford, to be brought before the tribunal of the people. Done 
at Wexford, thi? ninth day of June, ir98. 

God aavie the People* 
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To all Irishmen cmd soldiers^ ijoho wish to^ join their brethren 
in arms J assembled for the defence of their country^ their 
rights and hbertiesj these few lines are addressed* 

Wxf the honest patriots of our countty, do most eameslly in« 
treat and invite you to join your natural Irish standard. This 
is the dme for Irishmen to shew their zeal for their countiyV^ 
good, the good of their posterity, and the natural rights and li« 
berties of Ireland. Repair then to the camps of liberty, where 
you will be generously received, and amply rewarded. We 
faiow your hearts are with us ; and all you want is an oppor* 
tumty to desert those tjnrants who wish to keep you as the sup- 
port of their oppressive and hellish schemes, to enslave our , 
country. Done at Wexford by the unanimous voice of die 
people, fourteenth June, 1798. 

God save the People* 
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No. VI.— :p. 191. 
MASSACRE AT SCULLABOGUE. 

County of the city of^ The laforaiation of William Fleming, 
Dublin to wit. 5 ^^ Taghmon, in the county of Wexford^ 
yeoman, who beisig duly swom on the Holy Evangelists, vaak-- 
eth oath, aod siuth. That he, this infi^rmant, was a yeomau in 
the Taghmon cavalry, was takea prisoner by the rebels at Kil- 
bum, near Taghmon^ aforesaid^ on Thursday^ the thirty-first 
day 6f May last» by a man of the name of Brien^- who was a 
captain, of said rebels; and that said Brien asked informant^ 
whether he would be baptized? on which ix^rmant cepUedi 
that he was baptized before, and that he did not think a second 
baptism necessary. Informant saith, that said Brien asked him, 
whether he knew that this was a religious war ? to which, in- 
formant replied, he did not; on which said Brien told informant 
that no person would be suffered to live but he that was a true 
Roman Catholic* Jnform^t saith, that said Brien^ thereon, 
cocked his gun, presented it at informant's breast^ apd declared 
he would shoot informant, as he did another orange rascal at 
the camp of Taghmon aforesaid: but that another of said rebels 
told said Brien, that he had no right or authority to shoot him, 
unless it was done at the camp. That informant was conducted 
to the said camp, in the midst of a great crowd of rebels^ who 
cried out aloud. Which is the orange rascal that is to be shot? 
Informant saith, that his life was saved that evening, by the in- 
terference, as informant verily believes, of Mr. William De- 
vereux, a Koman catholic gentleman, of Taghmon aforesaid, 
who was a captain of said rebels. That the guards who were 
placed over him that night, having a knowledge of, and a re- 



^gixdfor infornsant; gave him his Ubert5r9 on which he re]>air^- 
to a ftatee brake, where informant lay concealed for two i^ayS 
and.two nights. Informant saith^ he was advised by a fijend: 
to return to the sdd.toMm of Taghmon, as the icebel camp had 
marched to Carrickbyme, and which informant did.on the second 
day of June, to the best of his x^oUection. That some day$ 
alter, on or about the third day of June, he was ordered to 
repair to the camp of Carrickbyrne, in said coUnty, which in- 
formant did frotti' motives of fear* Informant saith, he was 
compelled to march with said rebels, on the fourth of" June, t$>: 
a camp at Corbet-hill, within a mik of New Ross, in said coUnty^ 
where the rebel officers fixed their head-quarters, at the house 
of one Murphy; Aat wlien he was returning thence, after the 
battle of .Bbssy he, this said informant, Was taken prisoner 1^ a 
body of rebels^ at the bridge of Balljmabola, in said county* 
Informant saith, that one of the said rebels told him, th^t he 
had just put *an end to an orange rascal, of ;the name of Byron; 
and informant saith, he saw, lying in a ditch at Ballynabola 
aforesaid, John Byron, a protestant inhabitant of the parish of 
Taghmon aforesaid^ with whom xnformaiit was well acquainted; 
and that said Byron was grievously wounded^ and covered 
w^ biobd^ and on the point of expiring* Informant saith, tba;^ 
said rebels called informant an orange rascal; and thr^aten^d to 
serve him as they did B3nron ; and informant saith, he is con«* 
vihced in' his mind, that the said rebels would have put him to 
death, but that he prodijiced a pass which he had obtained from 
Brien Murphy, a piest of Taghmon, and that said pass saved 
the life of informant! That said rebels- ha4 a custom of warn* 
ing the inhabitants of each townland to attend their army^ under 
pain of death, in case of disobedience ; and that informant was 
compelled by such wamingt to attend a rebel camp at Slieve* 
ketta, sometime in the beginning of June,- where the said rebels 
were on the point of tt^bg him for being an oraingemani but thai 

' 3 D 
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infislfmant' was relieved b;f' the kind interference of Mr.' John* 
Devereux, of Taghmon. Informant saith, that father JEbche, 
a priest, and who was commander in chief of said camp^^ 
preached a sermon, or exh6rtation, to the rebels therein, of the 
following tenor : '* TRiat they were fighting for their religion, 
their liberty, and the rights of their ancestors, and that they- 
must persevere. Tliat they should examine their ranks, and if 
they found any orangemen, or disaffected men among them, to 
extirpate them, as they could not prosper or thrive while they^ 
had such among them.'' Informant saith, he was again taken 
prisoner by a body of the said rebels, at Kilburn mountain > 
aforesaid, on the nineteenth of June, and compelled to repair 
to the Three-rock caipp, near Wexford, where many thousands 
of the rebels were assembled and arrayed for the purpose of 
marching next day to fight the king's troops, at Foulkes's mill 
in said county: and that the said camp was commanded by 
generals Bagenal Harvey and father Roche, a priest. That the 
said rebels, in said camp, marched on the twentieth of June, to 
Foulkes's mill aforesaid, where they fought, and were, defeated 
by his majesty's forces. Thal^the said rebels returned on one 
night of the twentieth of June/ to the said camp, at Three-rock, 
hill aforesai^y and that the next day, on the approach of. the 
king's troops, the said rebels fled in different directions^ sonle 
'towards Wexford, and others towards the barony of Forth, in 
md county. Informant saith, that a bam at Scullabogue, in 
said county, having a great number^ of prqjtestants in it, was 
consumed on the fifth day of June ^ and that informant went to. 
said barri on Ae seventh day of said month, to look for. the 
body of one Robert Cooke, a friend, who perished therein, for 
the purpose of interring it; but informant saith, he could not 
distinguish one body from another, from the injiu-ies the said 
bodies sustained from the fire. That some of said bodies were 
Entirely consuixked, that the heads and limbs of others were 



also conaumed, but the bod^s remained entice, and very much 
discoloured. That the features of such persons as were not 
consumed, were so Uack and so discoloured, that he could not 
distin^ish one from the other* That the bowels of some of the 
said bodies lay exposed on the floor. That some of the said bodief 
lay against the wallas if in the act of praying. That a heap of the 
said bodied lay near the door of said bam, to which they flocked, as 
infornAnt verily believes, for the^ake of fresh air^ to prevent su& 
focaddn. Informant saith, that he found a guard of rebels at said 
barn, and that one of said rebels told informant, and some others 
who were with informant^ and seemingly with much joy and plea-* 
8ilre,that he, the said rebel, had been assisting in burning said bam, 
and in shooting a number of protestant prisoners, wfia were buried 
in the gripe of a ditch, which said rebel shewed, with much stem* 
ing satisfaction, to informant, andthose who accompanied him. In- 
formant saith, that said rebel informed him, that one hundred and 
ninety-^nine persons were cpmsumed in said bain, or shot at Sculla- 
bogue liforesaid, and that said rebel turned to one of his com* 
rades, and said^ the number wanted due of two hundred ; and 
that* said rebel told informant^' tha( a man with a pike had 
been at said bsun, turmng up zud ejtamining the bodies thereiny 
for money and watches, which informant verily believes .to be 
tme, as the said bodies showed evident marks of having been 
stirred, and as the bowels of some of the said bodies lay expos* 
ed on the ground. 
' William Fleming. 

Svom before me, this 2oth day 
of September, 1798. 
WiLLOUGHBT LlGKTBURNEi, 
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Redmond MitcheWs Trial 

On the trial of Bedmond MitcheU^ aUas Miskelly^ fai^ at 
Wexford, the 18th of June^ 1799, it appeared, that he was 
active among the rebels at Scollabogue, in murdering the loyal- 
ists, being armed with a firelock, with the butt end of which he 
was knocking and battering such of the prisoners as were ex* 
piring at the front of the dwelling-house. He had a pair o£ 
new boots on, which were much bespattered with blood, which, 
•and a watch, he obtained from Loftus Frizzel, a prisoner in 
the dwelling-house^ who, and Kichard Grandy, were the only 
prisoners that made their escape* He was so much admired 
by the rebels, for his sanguinary and ferocious disposition, that 
they called him the true-born Roman* 

He gave Mr. Frizzel his shoes on getting his boots* Mr« 
Frizzel gave Mitchell his watch and boots, hopmg that he 
Vrould save his life, which he did, and conveyed lum to the 
rebel camp at Carrickbyme* 

That numbers were trying to set the bam on fire, which was 
difficult, as the waUs were high ; that a number of rebels in 
front were piking and firing on the prisoners, who drew in the 
door to protect themselves; that they put a bundle of lighted 
straw in at the door, which set fire to the barn, which fire they 
kept^ till the prisoners were destroyed; but many were shot 
dead before. 
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Trial of Matthew Furhngf ^c 

On the trial of Matthev^ Furlong, at Wexford, in September, 
1799y Bbbert Mills swore, that he was at ScuUabogue, and was 
ordered to stand guard over the loyalists who were in the barn. 
That all the orders to bum the bam were resisted, till three men 
arrived :md sdd, that a certain priest had given orders that the 
prisoners should be put to death; on which the rebels all set about 
the murders, and it was impossible to say who was most active. 
Orders were ^ven to put any man to death who should quit 
bis post at the bam. A nian ordered the witness to guard the; 
door^ and not let the loyalists oxxU The roof was on fire, and 
the loyalists were trying to force open the door to effect their 
esaq>ef but were prevented by the rebels^ of whom the prisoner 
was one; apd he made several stabs of his pike at those who 
endeavoured to get out^ particularly a woman, and on striking 
het he bent his pike. He afterwards went to the forge of ScuUa- 
bogue^ and straightened his pike therfc. Patrick Kerrivaff 
swore, that theprisoner^ in aissisting the rebels to bum the 
bam, lifted up the tfaafch with, his pike, that others might put 
faggots under it^ and that he called for more straw. That he 
saw him strike with a spear a man who was endeavouring to 
make his escape. 

On the trial of Michael Murphy, at Wexford^ on the 14th of 
September, 1799^ it appeared, that he was raising the thatch, of 
the bam for the admission of fire, and that he was followed by 
persons with lighted bushes, who were putting them into the 
apertures which he had made. ThsA he and Matthew Fur<^ 
long, who were guards at the door, speared a man who was 
endeavouring to make his espape. That the prisoner put his 
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pike under the thatch to tnake it blaze. That he and Furlong 
went afterwards to the forge, which was near, to sharpen his 
pike; and on being asked, whether they were aH dead? Ac 
prisoner replied, •* FU engage they are all settled." 

September snh, 1799, on the trial of Matthew Revel, it 
appeared, that one gang of assassins, coming from Tintem with a 
drove of protestants, met another at some distance from Scul- 
labogue, with Mr. Milward Giffard and John Moran in their 
custody, and that the two parties joining, went to Scuflabogae 
together, and committed the prisoners to the barn. r 

On the trial of Patrick Furlong, at Wexford, on the twelfth 
of September, 1799, for being concerned in the massacre at 
ScuUabogue, it was proved, that the messenger who conveyed 
orders to captain Murphy to put the prisoners to death, said 
Aey were sent by father Murphy, which corresponds^-with the 
following- affidavit of Michael Askins. 



County of Wexford^ Michael Askins, having been duly 
to wit. 5^^^^^"^ ^^ the Holy Evangelists, deposeth 

and saith. That on the fifth of June, he was forced to join a 
party of rebels, and proceed towards Ross ; that when the p»* 
ty got within three miles of Ross, they met a man riding very 
fast, who seemed by his dress, to be a priest. That this man 
cried out, we are defeated, BagenaLHarvey has ruined* us ; I 
will go to ScuUabogiie and destroy every soul in it. Deponent 
saith, that the party he %vas with said, he was the stoutest priest 
in Ireland, father Murphy of vTagbmon. ' That soon after de- 
ponent and the' party retreated to Scullabojgue, where they saw 
thirty^nine bodies dead before the door, and thei>am burned, and 
the'roof fallen in. Deponent heard that one hundred and fifty 
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- persons were destroyed in. the bam, atnongst whom were twen*; 

tjr-eig^t women and > fifteen children; and. deponent says, he 
I jkeard the same from numbers who w«re there, and he verily 

believes the numbers were rather mote. 

his 
Michael >$. AsKXK6> 
mark. 
Snrorh bdfore toe, this 1 8th day 
of January, 1799* .. 
Jo{iN H. Lyster. 



Featkar^Mitd SaUhbosue^ . 

Qn^Saturday die 26th of May, a band of assassins, roaming 
the eountry.in .qcttstjof. loyalists,.. and headed .by Michael Tip- 
^ereux and. Joshaa. Confer, entered the town of Featbard, about, 
eleven miles from ScuUabogue, and seized William Jordan and 
James Tweedy, both protestants, and conveyed them to the 
bam where . they w^e. burnt : the former: wa;? servant to the 
Bev*, Mr.. Kennedy, rector ©f Feathard, who had fled and narrow- 
ly escaped to Duncanncm fort* Golfer often regretted that he had 
not that orange rogue, Mr. Kennedy, to put him to death ; he 
exclsdmed very much agsunst protestants, and said they deserv- 
ed to be punished* Some of the protestants inhabitants of 
Feathard saved their lives h^ going to mass, and by assuming 
&e seniUance of .mcere conversion* The. Rev. father Doyle^ 
who dieted with. humaniQr towards. them, advised them to do so, 
aa the .means of preserving thejir lives. WiUiam Hurdis, a wit- 
ness .on Colfer's trial, swore, th^t Patrick Murphy, one of the 
gang of assassins, made him swear to be true to the catholic 
war. These facts were proved on the trigl of Joshua Golfer, 
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before a court-martiad^ hdd at Waterford the 3d of Decembeiv 
1798, by order of general Johnson. Colfer had been malster 
to Mr. Clarke, a brewer of Feathardi lesided tfaeve con« 
standy, and had lived on terms of intunacy widi the protest- 
ants. 

. James Murphy^ a witness on the trial of Colfer, and servant 

of the Rev. Mr. Kennedy, swore. That the prisoner asked him 

whether he would kill his master, aend declared that he would 

' kill him if he would not. He said ^so, that all orange-men 

should be killed* 

Philip Clarke, a protestant, and son of Mr. Clarke the brew- 
er, who employed the prisoner, dedared, iiluit he (Colfer) de- 
sired him and his brother to be christened by a priest, and sent 
&r a popish manual, to have him, his brother and sisters, taught 
dieir catechism ; that, his brother and sisters, and other protest* 
atits of Fethard, were saved merely because they neere consi^ 
dered as converted. 

Richard Stewart^ a boy of nine years old* brother-in-law of 
Tweedy, followed him crying, upon which Colfer threatened 
him. This child was afterwards murdered. 

On Saturday the 2d of June, another band of iassassins, 
headed by the same Michael Devereu^, of Battletours, arrived 
there and swept away all the prot^stants^ they could find. It 
fortunately happened that they were but few in number^ as 
most of them had escaped, or were doing duty. in a yeomanry 
corps at Duncanhoh fort. The rebels were so zealous in this 
service, that they locked up such protestisuita as they seized, 
while they went in qaest of others. 
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Ssunuel Orange^ now living, is a memorable instance of thist 
, He was taken by his own neighbours, Patrick Hennesy and 
James Savage, and was locked up in the house of the former; 
^ but while they were hunting for others, he providentially made 
his escape through a back window^ and concealed himself irii 
ditches till Sunday, the 5th of June, when Golfer returned with 
another gang, and conveyed him to Wexford, Scullabogue hav- 
ing been before ji^nsumed. Michael Devereux- having> visited 
Feathard again, on ^d of June, with another gang^ seized Mrs» 
Duffield^ aged seventy-tfive, Mrs. Clarke, and Philip Clarke^ a 
boy of about thirteen years. John Jones, a humane and re« 
spectable Roman catholic, solicited the release bf the prisoners; 
and on his knees, he implored him to discharge the latter^ as 
he was the child of his near neighbour ; but to no purpose, ^A 
he said he could not release him, consistent M^ith his own safe- 
ty. This shewed that he acted by the orders of his superiors, 
who were supplied with lists of the protestant inhabitants of 
every parish. 

The three were conveyed on a. car to Scullabogue, but foi> 
tun^tely for them, Bagenal .Harvey, who happened to arrive 
.there, discharge them, g^ve them a pass to return, and order-« 
ed that no more women and children should be taken prisoner»M 
On the 9th of June, one Thomas M^Daniel, a sanguinary ruffian, 
went to Feathard, at the head of another gangj;, in search of 
Elizabeth Ennis, a protestant, who had escaped all their former 
searches; and when discovered, she threw herself on the mercy 
of John Jones, already mentioned, who very humanely locked 
her up in a room in his own house^ When M^Daniel was on. 
the point of breaking open the door, Mrs. Jones placed herself 
between him and it, and said they must first murder her. She 
also assured him, that she was no longer a protestant, having 
been christened by. the priest, and wais become a Roman catho? 

3£ 
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Uc, Ths pBor tremUu% wretch'^ life was 9sive4 bjr llii»* Jwcsh . 
AffouD^s, and her assurances of her conversiom 

After that period, sudi of the protestants as remained at 
Feathard were saved bjr goipg to mass* 

F^uher Boyle, the priest, assembled them u\ a house, under a 
pretence of baptizing them» though in fact be did not f^jffarm, 
that ceremony ; and he very humanely announcod^ w carder to 
save their lives> that they were sincere converts tc^ his reUgioQ. 

These facts were proved on the trial of ])<^er^x» Colfer^ 
Haughran, and some* others concerned in diis atrocious bu-* 
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C^nty of Wexford^'^ Richard Grakdt, of Ballyshan, in said 
to vnU yc(xmtyy came before us his majesty's jus- 

tbes of the peacOi^ and made oath on the HdyE vangeliste, that he 
Aos examinaDt was attacked and seiaed at the cross roads of 
Salbridef on Sunday the third of June, between ilie hours of 
nine and. test o'clock in 'the moming, as he was tetoming firom 
a farm he has on the lands of KUbride^ by several persons arm- 
od with guns, pikes» speaosi that amongst the number were 
Michael Poor, Thomas Poor, Sfartitt White, Richard Sbee, 
Bbr^ C^otfaoun^ Nicholas Bromm, Michael WhitCf John Moran, 
and Lawrence Moean, idl of Kilbride aforesaid, with maiqr 
others, whose names esaqtinaat did not know, though their 
feces were ^miliar to him ; he was conducted from thence to 
t)ie rebel camp at Garrickbjnne, in said county, and in the aft^» 
noon of the ssune day was broug^ to Mr. Sing's house at 
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Boi^Babof^ike ; tfiat he vas infrddfieed into 2. room where he sim^ 
Bagenal Harvey, 6i Bargy-€astle« Esquire; William Devereux^ 
of Taghmon; Francis Breen; Nicholas Sweetman, of New 
Bawnl With a lew more whoia ht did not kudw^ but beK<ft^es 
that Jdha Ckuldough, Esq* of BaUytsigue^ and a son of William 
J>evereux aforesaid, weOre of the number ; that he waa. cki8cl|r 
examined by Bagend Harvey as to the slaUe of Boss kod Dun* 
caan&n fdrt^ 9tid Whether he was an orange man or a Umted 
inan; that the iaid Bagenal Harvey ^r^ssjsd him t6 take tha 
' united man's oiath, ssA become ohe ef their community ; that 
at last he obtained a pass feooi said Bagenal Harvey, with 
which he came as far as JBtyaastawn, where he waft stepped by 
the label guard Stationed nheJbe ; ihat be was cCaiducted back 
iigain to QdlopiweU, where he met with said Bagemd Banwy 
and said Nicholas Sweetmiaai ; thai Nicholas Bwtetmaii signed 
the ^s he got froax Bagenal Harvey before; Aat h^ had dot 
^aeiar befove the pais had bdea taken from him and Una^ 
upon which be wafe taken pri^oder to S<ttllabog^ bous4t, Whelt 
he waa confined till Tuesday mc^mlngf wiAi {^veral other pro* 
testaats^ th^ aboitt nifte o^clocfe lohti Mur^y, 4f I^^uglmageer^ 
(who had the Command of dka Bo^egaiknd ^ebel corps, «d 
waft the officer of tht) gul^d otel* the priftORetd) had orA^red 
them 4>ut by fours to be shot bj^ His tompanyi till thit^fiv^ 
wer^ massacred t that thip t^ear^m^ ased to take pleaNiire ih 
fdereing the victims through, and With eialtatkm &:king theil* 
bloody speaursl dui whilst this horrid ftcene wa^ aCtiag, thfe 
barn, in which w^e above OM hiindred ^r^efttstncs, as eXamiti<^ 
ant heard and believes, Was Set on fire, aibd att > tonftulMd fA 
ashes; that esaminant's Ule Was ftpar^d btoaUfte Murphy kdev^ 
that Bageaal H^irey had given him a pass, and that through 
his intercessioa with Mui^y, Loft^ FriMel Wa^ likewiar 
spared; that they were both tied and conveyed within a mile 
and a hOf of Boss» whert^ <hef met Bagt^iHd ti^^ftf^ CUitieKus 
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Qrogukf of Johnstown in said county, William Dc^eftux, 
and many others retreating from the battU of Boss. 

m 
That Bagenal Harvey ordered the said Murphy to take the 

two prisoners to bis lodging at CoUopswell, where he had given 
a pa^ to Loftus FrizzeU but refused to give. one to examthant, 
for fear he should come and report what he had seen and 
heard at Duncannon fort; that deponent hea^d, and.lieHeves 
it to be a fact that said Cornelius Grogan* had the command 
of the barony of Forth rebel troops at the battle of Boss; that 
deponei^ was taken to Foulke's mills that night, where', he con- 
tinued fffr two days under a guard, dressing t^e .wounded; 
thathe was afterwards conveyed to Ballymitty, where he ob* 
tsuned a pass from Edward Murphy of said place, to pass and 
Jtepass through his district for the purpose of curing the wound* 
jed. 'That .he was sent to Taghmon, where the sitting rebel ma- 
gistrates, Johii Brecn, James Harpur, Joseph CuHomor^ and 
Matthew Commonly ' were of opinion, that he mig^t with the 
priest's pass have . gone back and remained there ; that he 
strolled along the sea-side, till at last he effected his esc^e 
across the ferry of Bannow to Feath^, on Friday the 22d 
instant, and from thence to Duncannon fort this morning; that 
he often heard it reported, whilst in custody, that John Col- 
clough, and Thomas Macprd, both of Tintern in said county^ 
were very active in promoting the rebellion ; that .he saw John 
Devereux,jun.of $hilbeg;gan^ in said county,, at 3cullabogue, on 
Monday the 4th inst* and that he seemed, and believes that he 
had a principal command; iii the rebel army* He likewise saw 
Charles Reilly, of Ramtr's-grange, in said c6unty,iat the camp 
at Carryckbyme amongst the rebels, very busy and active to 
promote their cause* Deponent furtter saith, that he attended 

* }t has been since ascertained, that this unfortmiate gentle- 
man never acted with the rebels, but by compulsion. 
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mass celebrated by Edward Murphy aforesaid,. parish pnest of 
Bannow; and that after mass he heard him preach a ser- 
mon, in which he said^ ^ brethren, you see you are victorious 
every where-r-that the balls of the heretics fly about you with<» 
out hurtiogcyou^^hat few of you have fallen, whilst thousands 
of the heretics -are deaa, and the few of you that have fallen, 
.was from de\iatitigf from our catise^and want of faith^x- that this 
visibly is the: wprk of Gpd, who now is determined that the 
heretics, who have reigned upwards of an hundred years, should 
bee^ctirpated, and the trU^ caithoUc religion be established."—- 
Aikl disponent saith, thia sermon was preached after the battle 
.of Ross, and thajt I^ heard seyeral seni[ions preached by the 
priests to^the same e6fect;diajt .he like wise heard many rebels who 
hftd been at the bsCtde.of Eimiscorthy and elsewhere, declare^ that 
father Roche, a rebel g^end^ did constandy catch the bullets that 
cam^ from his maj^esty's arms^ and gave them to his men t# 
.load th^ir pieces with, Deppnent further saith, that eveiy 
•protestaat that was admitted into the. rebel corps, was first bap- 
tized by a priest; and that .every protestant that refusisd to be 
baptized was put to death: and that many^ to save their Uves^ 
did suffer themselves to be bapdzed* 

Richard Grandt* 
Sworn before us, 23d June, 1798. ^ 

George Ogle.- 

Isaac Cqrnick* > 

John H. Lyster. ,. ' 

John Kennedy. 
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No. TnL~^ SS9> 

THE DESClfNT MAt>B BY JAHEB NAPPtE TAITDT. 

Sept. 16rA, 1798. 
Sir, 
About twelve o'clock si French brig came into this harbour, 
and immediately latided a number of men and officers) Napper 
"Tandy at their head. They immediately tn^nired for the post* 
office, and came and posted a centinel at the door co prevent 
my sending off immediately : They demanded (though vety pc^ 
litely) some victuals, with which diey were furnished. I had 
^ ^good deal of conversation with Tandy : When they found 
that their friends here had surrendered and were i^ade prison* 
ers of war, they seemed a good deal confounded; and, after 
taking a slight repast^ re^embarked. 

Tandy informed me that they came on a mere experiment, to 
try the pulse of the people, about which he particularly enquire 
•d* I reported this neighbourhood, as far as t knew, to be 
weaned from French principles, Sec* at which he seemed sur- 
prised : be says, the French will never make peace with Eng- 
ai^d,.tmtil Ireland is made free and independent. 

They behaved very politely and psdd for all they took. 

The brig they came in, is called the Anacreon, about twelve 
days from Brest; they saw several English cruisers, but out- 
sailed them all. 
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Ibaye sent excesses to Ballyshsiimcn and Letterkehny.— — — 
They intend retaming to France directly; they came north 
aboat by Scotland. Enclosed is a ps^per. A, several of which I 
understand they have distributed ; also a certificate^ By signed 
by the officers^ exonerating me from censure for admitting 
Aem into my houte. s 

We h^ve not any kind of armed military force nearer us than 
Letterkenny, about twenty five-miles* 

I am, Sir, 
Your very obedient servant, 
Francis Foster, Dep. P. M. Rutland, 
^ohn Leesy Esquire. 



Ihctland, September ITth, Monday 9 
ei^kt o^chck in the morning. 

81R, 
1 Yesterday (by post) informed you of a French brig com- 
ing into our harbour and landing three boats fuU of men; there 
were a number of officers, among whom was the redoubted J. 
W» Tindy, a brigadier, and commander of the expedition. 
Tandy, being an' old acquaintance, was communicative ; he says, 
positively, that France will not make peace with Great Britain, 
upon any other terms than Irish independence ; he appeared 
dejected on hearing of the fate of the late French descent, and 
of the discoveries made by Bond, M^Kevin, Emmit, &c« but 
said, they will certainly attempt to land twenty thousand men, 
and perish all or succeed ; he was astonished when I told him 
that very few had joined the French ; they took every pains to 
convince the people that they were their best friends, and such 
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stuff; diey took a cow and two swine, f<H- which they p^ and 
this morning, after firing a gun, went to sea, towards the ST. 
East. I have dispatched an express, (a second one) to the col- 
lector of Iletterkenny and am in hopes that s(»ne of Lough 
SwiQy fleet will intercept them. , They met several cruisers 
between England and France, but outsailed them all; they 
came north about. They were full of arms, the officers of the 
port were detained aboard them from morning (yesterday) until 
ten o'clock at night; they report them full of arma, a park of 
artilleryf accoutrements for cavalry, clothing, &c. &c. They 
expected that the whole county was up, and that they had no- 
thing to do but join their friends ; the natives here all fled to 
the mountains^ and seem not at sdl inclined to join them ; we 
have not a military man nearer than Ballyshannon forty miles^ 
or Letterkenny twenty-five, although there is an excellent new 
barrack hete ready to receive one . hundred men ; they had a 
grtfat number of Irish on board, their force about two hundred 
and fifty men; and are perfectly acquainted with the coast. 
Their drift is evidently to encourage disaffection. I was a pri- 
soner in my own house four or five hours^ until the post came 
in ; they had oentinels on every point of the island, to prevent 
intelligence being immediately dispatched. I am just informed 
by one of the officers, that they were determined to land their 
arms here, but upon a consultation, after they found th^ir coun- 
trymen ha^ been defeated, they altered their plan. 

1 have the honour to be 

Your very obedient servant^ 

Francis Fosteh, /V M. Rutland* 



On their lf»vmg xny hou^e, the gssm^ V^f) took agbUl 
ring from hi^ifpgsr, and presented it to Mr^ Foster, as a toke^ 
of fraternity; thus th^ cajole and insidiously endeavour to 
gain the^^iqak and ik^ ignorant, to. th^ total dissolution of i|ab« 
ordinatioi^ and-obedience to autbop^, without whi^ spoi^ 
cannot exist! . 

John Lees, JSsf^r^^ . : - 



^i^^rs ^sttii^^H ^mcifff the inhtfiitmte ofRuUand ^ ^Hapflsr 
. . Tmd^ 01 Ida landing there. 

VABZVi, A. 

LnSEftnr OH DEATH! 

Northern armt/ of Avengers. JBead ^uarterSf thejfrsi 

year of Irish lAierty^ 

United Irishmen ! 

The soldiers of the great nation have landed on your coastf 
^11 supplied with arms and ammunition of all kinds, witbL.ar- 
tiUery worked by those who have spread terror amon^the ranks 
of the best troops in Europe^ headed by French officers; th^y 
come to break your fetters, and restore yoi^ to the blessmjj^ of 
liberty. 

James Mfa|q)er Tandy is at their head'; he has sworn tq tea4 
them on to victoty or die. Srayelrishmen^ the friends of liberty 
have left their native soil t» assist you in recon^umca;. yomt 

4 



tigUs^ they w31 bnve all dangen, and '^g^cny'at the suUime 

idea of cenieDdng your happiness with thdr blood* 

. . J ' ... 

French blood shall not flow in vain-— To arms ! fit^men, to 
arms ! The trumpet calb» let not your friends be butchered 
imassisted; if they are doomed to fidl in this most g^cnious 
strugg^, let their death be useful to your cause, and their bodies 
seive as footsteps to the temple of Irish liberty. 

General Ret, 

^ ** . * . • M tie name of the French officers and 

soldiers now on the coast of hrekaid. 



UBEKTYOB DEATB ! 

Northern army of Avp^gers. Head ^uarter^^, the^rst 

; jfcar of Irish liberty. 

General J. N« Tandy to his cotutrymen. 

United Irishmen! 

' What do I hear? the British government have dared to 
'speak of concessions ! would you accept of them 7 

*^ Can you think of entering into a treaty with a British minis- 
ter ? a minister too, who has left you at the mercy of an English 
soldiery, who laid wpir cities waste and massacred inhumanly 
your best citizens; a ihinisterV the bane of 'society, and the 
scout^ge of mankind; behold. Irishmen, hejk>lds in his hand 
the olive of peace ; beware, his otlier hand lies concealed armed 
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with a poignard* Noji Irishmen, no ! you shall not be the dupes 
of his base intrigues ; unable to subdue your courage, .he at- 
tempts to seduce you, let his efforts: be vain. 

Horrid crrnies have beefn po^trated in your country; your 
friends have fallen a sacrifice to their devotion for your cause; 
their shadows are around -you and call aloud for vengeance ; it 
is your duty to avenge theirdeath; it is; yourduty to strike oh 
their blood-c6mented thrones the murderers of your friends. 
Listen to no propowds^. Jrishdben wage a war of extirminatioh 
against your oppressors, the! war of liberty against tyranny, antf 
liberty shall ^dmph« 

J. N. Tandy. 
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Having landed from on board the Anacrem (a Y^inibficaii 
vessel from the, coast of Fiance) on Budaiid island^ and beii% 
. in waist (for Ibe lime) of accommodations, we were under die 
necessitf of putting the citisen Foster^ posl-master of diat towCi 
or island, under requisition, «pd prevmted hhn from sending 
off his packet; we at the same time discharged every oUigation, 
and paid for whatever we took from said place. 



Ajiiel, cohnel; 
md-de<amp du gL JDesJanSn 

C. Luxemburg, 
capU d^artiUv\ 
Le Due, capttm* 



Tandt, general ofbri* 
gadey and commander 
of the expedition. 
Ret. 
Blackwell, a^tOant" 

general 
Joseph, c^« et mdHk- 

COMpm 



No IX. 



VIKEGAE HILL. 



Facts discovered on the trial of Andrew Farrel, a rebel capkun;^ 
hanged at Wexford^ 1 800. 

Bt the evidence of William Furlong, a protestantf it iqyp^B^ 
ed, that he was taken prisoner i>y the rebds on WhitsiAi IVies- 
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c^T) 1708, and coodueted to the windmffl on yinegar-hilU 
wh^re he saw the Rev. Bfr. PenMand and the Rev. Mr. ^IVocke, 
Ai^ee men of the name of Gill^ and about thirty more loyalUtd. 
Farrel had a sword in his hand, and was called captain of the 
rebels. He desired the loyalists to fall on their knees and pre- 
pare for deadi, as they should be kiUed immediately, fie then 
seized Mr. Pentland, and dragged him out of the mill by force^ 
though he resisted as mudh as he could. He was ihstantly put 
to deadi, and fourteen or fifteen more immediately met with 
. the same iate. Andrew Farrel told the Iritness, that he must 
know where there wet% arms and ammunition in Enniscorthy, 
and that he should be saved if he discovered where they were^ 
He said he would; and on going there, his life was saved by a 
man who had been malster to his uncle. He saw Farrel dis* 
ttibuting gun-powder to tiie rebels. He believes that only 
eight of the jiersons who were in the windmill escaped 
death* 

Francis Bradely saw Fan-er conducting to Vin^ar-hill Philip 
Annesley, a protestant, who desired him to take his watch and 
money, and give them to his friends, because he said Farrel 
was taking him to be killed; but witness was afraid to comply 
wUh his request* 

Henry "Whitney, a protestant, who had be^ prisoner in the 
windmill, saw Mr. t^entland piked to death> and he believes 
ifhat twenty-iive more were put to death at the same time. He 
saw their bodies lie dead outside of the windmill* Mr. Pent- 
laad's,^ which wa« naked and bloody, lay separate from the 
rest. ' ^ 

IFhen the prisimerfe were desired to go upon their knees and 
l^pare fct death, Messts. Penthnd mid IVocke expostulated, 
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and begged they might be saved, as they were both ekrgymen. 
Tlie former said he was a northern man, and had been bat a - 
short time in the country. lie then cfFered his watch, whkh 
was taken by a man of the name of Foley. 

John GUI, a witness, was a prisoner in the windmill, on 
Whitsun-Tucsday. The pariy who conducted him into it said^ 
" Captain Farrel (pdnting to Crill) there is an orangeman.'.' 
Gill asked Farrel to save liis life, as he saw him much in the 
esteem of the rebels. lie asked him his name. . He answered, 
(Sill. Farrel replied^ that is, a bad name, prepare for deadi, 
you have not an hour to live. (Grill was a protestant name in 
the county of Wexford.) John Gill of Afbnglass Vas lying 
dead diere. A party of rebels, with guns and pikes, formed a 
line in front of the wicdnull door, and behind them there were 
some men on horse-back. . On being led out, he addressed the 
vebels, and asked diem, if they would put a man to death with- 
out a trial? Andrew Martin, the executioner, who stood inside 
the line with a drawn sword, cried out^ " Danm your soul, do 
you con^e here to preach V^ made a stab at him, and wounded 
him in the wrist. Some of the rebels desired Martin to stop, 
and asked Gill how he would choose to die i He replied, as a 
Christian. A man on horseback said, are you a Christian ? He 
answered, that he believed in the Saviour of the world, and 
that he hoped to be saved through him. » jMartin then said, 
" Oh! damnation to your soul, you are a^Christian in your 
own way,'^ and directly stabbed him in the side. He then fell 
on bis face, ^d was stabbed in the back, and beat on the head 
with some heavy instrument. lie still continued in his sienses. 
Ilis brother was next brought out, and having been asked the 
same question, boldly answered that he would die a protest- 
ant; on which he was instantly put to death. Witness then 
fainted, ^dpo«titty«2d itwensiHe till iris wife came for hi n^ inj 
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the evening, and she found great difficulty in savmg him, as 
there was an old m£in with a scythe examining the bodiesf and 
striking it on the head of- such of them as had any signs of life. 
She took him to the bottom of the hill where, finding that he 
had some appearance of life,' she concealed his body. Next^ 
morning he was discovered by a party of rebels, where he was 
saved by a man who was to have married his daughter. About 
half a mite frohi the hill, he was met by two men, one of whom 
fired at him, and the ball grazed his head and stunned him; His 
wife, at her return, found him again^ and from that time till Yine- 
gar-hill was taken by the kmg's troops, he lay concealed in ditches 
ifi that deplorable state; but at last recovered,^ and is still alive. 

John Atistin was taken prisoner and conducted to Enniscor- 
tliy by one captain West, when Farrel was on parade, with 
dome rebeb. Tfest said, ** Captain Farrel, here is an orange- 
man.^ yarifel ordered him to a rebel guard-house, where there 
were fifteen or' sixteen loyalists, and swore that he woiild have 
diem all put to death the next night. A Mr. Robinson who 
was there, begged diat Farrel would save them. Austin was 
saved by the iritercessioh of a rebeL John Mooney swpre, be 
saw Farrel head a party at the attack of Borris, the seat of Mr. 
Kavenab. That after it, he saw him sworn in a captain, on 
which father Keartis, the priest, kissed liim. He was called 
St. Rath. 

David Ogdeif^ a witness, swore, he was taken prisoner by 
Farrel at M/*. Wheeler's house, where he had taken refugee- 
He took him and Mr. iVheeler, to conduct them, as he said, to 
Yinegar-hill; but they were released by one McLean, who 
threatened to go to the hill and discover there, that Farrel, on 
the day of the battle of Enniscorthy, disguised in woman's 
clothes, was robbing, instead of fighting the king's army. 
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No, X. 

County of the city'^ TitE examination of corporal Sheppard oi 
/if Dulltriy to wttS^ the Royal Irish artillery,, who being diily 
sworn on the Holy Evangelists, maketh oath and saith: That 
he this examinant^ when on his march with a detachment of 
militia of the Meath regiment from Duncannon Fort, tajthe 
town of Wexford, was taken prisoner on the thirtieth day of 
May last, at a place called the mountain xrf Forth wid4n three 
miles of Wexford aforesaid, together with two howitzers, and 
nine privates belonging to the said Royal Irish artillery, by a 
numerous body of rebels, who were encamped on the said 
mountain* Examinant saith, that as soon as the said xebels 
hud made him and his comrades prisoners, they were going to 
put them to death ; but that previous to their doing si^ one of 
the said rebels asked them what religion they were of | .aiffl tl^it 
a private of the said royal Irish artillery, whose name is Pat- 
rick Dungannon, replied, that they were all. Roman catholics, 
though examinant saith, that he and five more oi his said com* 
rades were; protectants. Examinant saith, he is oonvinced in 
his mind, that tlie said rebels would have put the wfaol^ of «aid 
pan^* instandy to death, but that they believed they werQ So- 
man catholics. Examinant saith, that he and his (x>m^d€S 
were conducted as prisoners to Wexford, on the said thirtieth 
of May, and pu^into^prisoit; but that he thi^ examinant mid his 
comrades were committed to different apartments, ExamkntaQt 
saith, that while a prisoner at Wexford, h.e was t^kdft (Mit into 
a small square iq the gaol to be shot, and thsit on being 
placed against a wall in said square, they the Said rebel 
burned priming four times at ^xanjiinant wi^i A nmsket; on 
which father John Murphy, a priest, who had entered the ss^d 



fpiql^ cmd out aloud; ihat he ilu« e^nndntat hadlcmg«r ^ Uvei 
aiid at' the same tii^e, the 89id priest ssdd^ ^ Let the h<ath^ g^ 
back to piisQB^ aiid be da^umed." ExanainaDt mth^ that wbil^ 
ke tfnd hts comrades wstt in prison, die rehel 9aard$ who werf 
placed over tbem^ frequendy a^mpted to break open the doorf 
of the place where Amy were confined, with m intent, as the sadd 
reb^ guards dedacpd, to murder escamin^mt and hb comrades, 
leaving tiften declared that they would not stand as guards over 
faecdiGsi and :that the offio^srs of the said rebels with the great? 
est difficuky prevented the said rebels from putting them to 
(ieatli* Examinant saith, that during^n days diat he and his 
comrades weiae C9ii£ned in Wexford* they received no other 
food bat potatoes and watea*; and of whiph they got but one 
meal in ^twenlyrfour hours* Exammant saith^ that during his 
eonfmement, the said rebels took out Qiany prisoners ,to execute 
libem; and exaisinant verily believes they were put to death, 
jtt d^ said prisoners never iietumed to ^he prison; and he thi^ 
jr,taipinant was in£^rmed thai: they had been shot or put to deat^ 
iirith .pikes in d»e BuU-ring) or in sctoe other part of the toMm* 
^xaminant said^, diat he and hb comrades were asked to serv^ 
jftihe arebd armyi>y one captain Dixon, and by one Roche the 
farodkfr/4nflaw of said Dixon, who lypre two epaulettes, and 
Apasaed for a rebel general; and that said Dixon and Roche 
4xz!omised examinant and his comrades commissions in the reb^ 
^army^/and estates in some .time, if they would serve in sai^ 
army* Examinant saith, that he and his comrades, well know* 
iogidiat.they<had no other way of making their escape firom 
Mexford, complied with the desire of said Dixon, and the said 
Soche* Examinant saith, that he, and three of his comrades 
.were conducted by the said rebel general Roche to the rebel camp 
of 'Gor^y, near the tow:n of Gorey^ in the county of Wexford, on 
or about .the eleventh day of June last, where examinant found 
three of his said comrades before him in said camp^ and some aol« 

3G 
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diers of the Meath and Antxixn regiments who had been taken pri-* 
soners. Eauuninant saitb, that on the morning of the day that^the 
said rebeb marched from the said camp to^^ittack die town of Aik- 
low, one Murf^y a priest, who was JciUed at iJbe battle of Aric? 
low that day, mounted on a car, and predched a sermon of ex* 
hortation to the said rebels, in which the said Murphy assured 
the said rebels that they were fighting in the csLvae of God; 
that the more of the heathens- (meaniog the kin^s army) they 
would kill, the ^oner they would go to heaven; and that if any 
of them died in batdet they would be sure of immecUate salva- 
tion; that said Murphy took some bullets out of his pockets, 
shewed them to the rebels, and assured them, that they had:hit 
him at the batde of Gorey, in different parts of his body and 
limbs, and that they could not do him any injury. That .said 
Murphy said further in said sermon, that he woqld take the 
gravel off the road and throw it at the heretic^, and that he 
could kill them with iu Examinant saith, that another priest 
of the name of Dixon declared to the rebel general Roche, that 
they would take the town of Arklow in half an hour ; that thea 
they would be joined by twenty thoussmd men; and that they 
would proceed to Wicklow, and from thence to Dublin. Ex- 
aminant saith, that said rebels wherever they marched, put to 
death such protestants as fell into their hands; saying often on 
such occasiqps, that the kingdom was their own, and that there 
should be but onie religion* Examinant saith, that said rebeb 
on their arrival at Gorey aforesaid, and just after the battle, of 
Arklow, put many protestants to death, though they had served 
With the said rebels in said batde; and that when they were 
on the point of executing one Walker a blacksmith^ some of 
s^d rebels pleaded in his favour, having said, that he had made 
many pikes, and fought well with them ; but that father John 
Murphy said, that if there was but one drop of protestant blood 
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in a familyy they ought to put. that family to death; and that 
said Walker was accordbgly put to death. Examinant saith, 
he repaired with the said rebels from Gorey, to a place, to the 
best of examinant's recollection, called Lini))rick» from' thence, 
to T^nnehely, and from thence to Camew, and from thence to 
Tinegar-hill; and that said rebels in their march from Gorey 
Id Tinegar hill aforessud, killed all the protestants they could 
get into their custody. Informant saith, that he and his com^ 
rades made their escape at the batde of Yinegar-hill afore- 
iNud. . 

Andrew Sheppard. 
'Sworn htfore me, this Tth of Septemier, 1798. 

Thomas -Fleming, hrd maifor of the city of Dublin. 

" We, the undersigned officers of the Royal Irish artillery, do 
Certify that Andrew Sheppard, a corporal ip the said corps, is 
a man of ian honest £iir character, and that he is to be credited 
on his oath. September fourteenth, 1799* 

J. Stratok, cohnel commandantj Aeutefiant-generaly 
ftiCHARD BfiTTEswoRTR, coionet commafidant^ ma^ 

jpr-generaly 
H. Sn^yd, major. Royal Irish Artillery ^ 
JoHi} Pratt, lieutenant'colonely colonel brevtt^ 
W. Wright, lieutenant'colonelf 
J. 0. A&ABiK, Seutenant'colonel. 
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No XL 

GEHE&AL Humbert's letter to the bishop or rxllaUtA* 

*" Daver^ October 26^ 1798. 
« My Lord, 
*' Being* oo the point of returning to France, I think it n^ 
duty to testify to you the extraordinary esteem with which your 
conduct has always inspired me. Since I have had the good 
fortune of bebg acquainted widi you, I have alwajm regretted 
tliat the chance of war, and my duty as a military officer, have 
obliged me» in carryingthe scoui^ge of war into your netg^fapmv 
hood, tQ disturb the domestic happiness whidijrou eqoyed^and 
of which you are in every respect worthy. Too bappy^ if in 
retunung into my country, I can flatter myself that i have ae» 
quired any clsdm to your esteem* Indq>endeady 6f other rea* 
sons which I have for loving and esteeming you, the represenr 
tadon which cidzen Charost gives me of sdl your good offices 
to him and his officers, as well before as aft^r the reduction 
of Killalla» will demand for ever my esteeipi and gratitude^ 

^< I entreat you, my lord, to accept my didaflitiSn of it, and 
to impart it to your worthy family. 

^^ I am, with the highest esteem, 

«« My lord, 

*« Your most humble servant^ 

" HvarBERT." 
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An account of the sums of money claimed by the stiffering loy* 
aUsts in the different counties of Ireland^ for their losses sus- 
taznedin the rebellion of tt9Bf dnd laid before the comnus^ 
sioners appointed by act of parliament for compensating 
them* 

£• s. d» 

Antrim • • « • w . 17729 3 4^ 

Cariow • • • • • « 24854 14 7 

Cavan ...... 61 16 9 

Cork • • ...... . 2501 14 11| 

Clare . 856 9 11( 

Down ^ 12129 — 8 

Dublin • • • • • • 25829 16 -^ 

Gaiway . • • • • • • 4814 — 3 

Keny 149 4 2J 

Kildare 97090 2 II 

Kilkenny 27352 8 ^ 

Sang's county •••,.. 2461 19 7 

Limerick •••«••• 22 9 S 

Londonderry • * • • • 7 19 8 

Leitrim 2316 19 l'| 

Longford 1046 14 10| 

Mayo ...... 120553 11 4| 

Meath 14597 9 3| 

Queen's County • • . • . 1586 9 3| 

Roscommon •••••• 325 19 7 

Sligo 15769 14 9| 

Tipperary . . . . . 1577 9 8 

Waterford •••.«• 1321 18 9 

Westmeath • • • • • 2808 13 4 

Wexford 515191 8 5 

Wicklow . . . . . 130379 17 O 

Total ;f lCe3337 4^ 

'VBE, END. 
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